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THE ASHLAR — THE THIRD VOLUME. 


Two years have passed since we commenced the publication of The 
Ashlar. It was with no ordinary solicitude that we engaged in the 
enterprise. Nothing but unremitted exertion and a stout heart enabled 
us to quell the doubts and fears of the timid, and carry triumphantly 
to its completion, the first volume. Success naturally gave confidence, 
yet it was with intense anxiety that we entered upon the second year 
of our work. It had been tried twelve months : it must in the future 
rely upon its intrinsic merits. Would its old patrons stand by it ? 
Would it gain new supporters? The times were hard — money was 
scarce, and a political campaign, which would involve large expendi- 
tures, and for months engage the attention of citizens, was close at 
hand. These considerations enhanced our solicitude. The result has 
proved that our fears were groundless. The circulation of The Ash- 
lar, notwithstanding all adverse causes, rapidly increased, till the 
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THE ASHLAR. 


edition which was printed for the second volume, and thought at the 
time to be sufficient to supply the demand, was exhausted. Thus the 
subscription list was increased one-half. 

It is hardly necessary to say that we enter upon this volume with 
mingled feelings of confidence and anxiety — confidence , when we con- 
sider the success which has attended our past efforts, and anxiety, 
when we contemplate the additional cost which we have incurred by 
the new arrangement for the publication of our work, and the labor to 
be performed in enlarging its patronage in a ratio sufficient to defray 
increasing expenses. We have no misgivings, however, as to the favor- 
able result of our efforts. As we have been faithful to the enterprise 
in the past, we pledge ourselves to be so in the future. Henceforth, 
The Ashlar will be published at Chicago, simultaneously with its issue 
at Detroit ; and we appeal with confidence to old patrons to continue 
their subscriptions, and to the Craft of Illinois and the great North- 
west, to render us that strong and ready aid absolutely necessary to 
sustain our work on the footing upon which it has hitherto been con- 
ducted. The Ashlar is the only Masonic publication that has ever 
been creditably maintained in the North-west; and it will not be 
regarded as egotism if we* claim that its success is owing to its intrinsic 
merit, and the labor and means which we have expended. It is, how- 
ever, in its infancy, and needs support. Let that be given with a 
liberal hand, and the work shall be improved and embellished more 
than it hitherto has been. 

We would call the attention of Brethren to one very material fact 
which has been the ground work of the prosperity of our magazine. 
For paper, printing , binding , $c. t we have paid cash on the delivery 
of the material , or the performance of the work. This we propose 
to do in the future. It is therefore necessary that patrons should pay 
the small amount of their subscriptions — two dollars — at the com- 
mencement of the year, or immediately after. Each subscriber con- 
sidering his amount of indebtedness only, may regard it as very small, 
and therefore of very little consequence whether it is paid at one time 
or another ; but to us these driblets are all important, as they make up 
the sum total which defrays the large current expense of our periodical. 
We earnestly request old patrons to forward to us at as early a day as 
possible, the amount of their subscriptions. 

The engravings which will adorn the present volume of The Ashlar, 
would cost, if purchased singly, half the amount of the subscription. 
They are made in New York, and are unsurpassed in execution. 
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To old and new subscribers we send tbis number laden with our 
hopes and anxiety ; and to each we appeal to aid us in extending the 
circulation of The Ashlar. Could each patron send us one more 
name, how quickly would our list increase ! Consider this, Brother, 
and thus help to enlarge the patronage of our work. 


MASONRY— ITS PURITY — ITS SECURITY. 


A wise man, when about to enter upon any important undertaking, 
endeavors to gain an accurate knowledge of the enterprise in which he 
is to engage — to comprehend it fully, that he may properly prepare to 
meet every emergency, and not be retarded by his ignorance or folly. 
The intrepid navigator, who, with a philanthropy and heroism that call 
forth the applause of the world, leaves the pleasures of civilization and 
seeks, among the frozen regions of the Arctic seas, the true and noble 
hearted men who have sacrificed their lives to their devotion to soience, 
endeavors to learn from the experience of others, and to provide against 
the casualties which are supposed to have reduced his unfortunate pre- 
decessors to a state of destitution, if not to have consigned them to an 
untimely grave. The general, when on the eve of a great sanguinary 
conflict, by scouts and spies, strives to learn the exact position of his 
enemy and the number of his forces. The merchant, when about to 
embark in any large mercantile project, gains minute information of the 
state of the market, the probable supply and demand for the future, 
and such other facts as will influence his calculations. The same rule 
which prevails in science, war and trade, may be applied with equal 
force to all institutions. The ruler who does not understand the form 
of government which he is called to administer, is sure to abuse the 
trust reposed in him. The churchman, zealous and unyielding, who 
misconstrues the tenets of his faith and knows not the character and 
temperament of those with whom he converses, too often injures the 
cause which he espouses. The social reformer, whose heart beats 
strongly for his unfortunate fellow-beings, not unfrequently, by his 
ignorance and bigotry, retards the progress of the amelioration which 
he strives to promote. 

To no establishment founded by the wisdom of man, will the fore- 
going remarks apply more forcibly than to Masonry. To maintain it 
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in its original parity, and to transmit it unimpaired to posterity, should 
be the constant endeavor of every member of the Order. A correct 
understanding of the Institution is absolutely necessary to the faithful 
performance of this duty. Strange indeed does it appear to many, that 
any intelligent Mason should misunderstand the nature and design of 
our ancient society, and should seek to pervert it to wrong uses. Com- 
ing down to us from times when antiquity throws around its origin and 
early history an impenetrable halo ; requiring on the part of the candi- 
date only a profession of belief in the Deity as an over-ruling provi- 
dence ; embracing within its wide-spread arms men “ of every country, 
sect and opinion ” — the Christian, the Jew, the Mohammedan, the 
•Hindoo, the African, the red man of the American forests — its charac- 
ter is pure and simple, free from all local interests and influences ; its 
moral code contains no recommendation which is repulsive to any good 
man, and obliges members only “ to that religion in which all men 
agree.” “The doctrines and examples which distinguish the Order,” 
eays Bro. Oliver, “ are obvious and suited to every capacity. It is 
impossible for the most fastidious Mason to misunderstand, however he 
may slight or neglect them. It is impossible for the most superficial 
Brother to say that he is unable to comprehend the plain precepts and 
the unanswerable arguments which are furnished by Freemasonry.” No 
one disregarded the truth of the above assertion more than its author. 
In his path, have followed in recent days some lesser lights whose en- 
deavors have been directed to pervert the Order to the especial main- 
tenance of some sectarian theory, some social reform, or to prop up 
and sustain spurious degrees, which, borrowing the name and wearing 
the livery of Masonry, are pawned off on indiscreet and ignorant mem- 
bers, and honest, confiding women, who think they are obtaining a 
knowledge of rites and ceremonies which belong to our society, hal- 
lowed and rendered venerable by time. 

Honored and applauded by all classes — eulogized by statesmen whose 
names are known in every civilized country — who by the choice of a 
free people have been called to fill the offices of President, Vice Presi- 
dent, Secretary of State, Senators and Representatives in Congress — 
thus lauded, Masonry to-day has nothing to fear from external enemies. 
They nowhere exist in this country as a class ; their influence is too 
weak to be perceptible. It is from foes more dangerous, that our Insti- 
tution is receiving blows which, if effectual, would undermine its strong 
foundations and cause it to fall a mass of ruins. We attack the* mo- 
tives of no one. To each and all we attribute honest purposes. But 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



THE ASHLAR. 


5 


the injury is none the less severe for being caused under a mistaken 
sense of right The wound is not less painful because inflicted acci- 
dentally by a friend. 

The first duly of a Mason is to study the nature of our institution 
and obtain a correct knowledge of its character and design. These are 
plain and easily comprehended. We cannot, in the brief space of this 
article, more than allude to them. The essence of Masonry is charity. 
This is its chief virtue. Since it ceased to be of an operative character, 
it has— without interfering with the peculiar religious, political and 
social views of men — sought to unite them for the object of promoting 
charity. For this purpose, it inculcates all the virtues which are 
acknowledged by good men to be worthy of acceptance. It differs 
from all other institutions in the fact that, while it does not interfere 
with any man’s particular opinions, it unites all its members in the bonds 
of fraternal love, on a common level. What other human establishment 
doesthis? Not one. 

Masonry is a religious institution in one sense, and one sense only, 
because it inculcates practical morality . A reverend Brother in the 
Grand Lodge of Alabama seems to have correctly comprehended its 
spirit and intent, when he said : “ Masonry inculcates morality and be- 
nevolence. She teaches us to reverence the name of God, to curb 
irregular passions and appetites, and to be good and loyal subjects of 
the government ; but she does not profess to change the heart and pre- 
pare men for a better life, although in her instructions, she directs to 
that God who can pardon sin, constantly reminding us that the same 
eye which watches the sun, moon and stars, searches the inmost recesses 
of the heart, and will eventually bring into judgment every thought, 
* word and action.” 

It is the very fact that external opposition has ceased which causes 
members to forget the simple and unmistakeable design of the In- 
stitution, its chief and distinguishing characteristic— its long and 
justly boasted universality — and seek to improve it by adding new 
requisitions or making its old ones conform to their peculiar notions. 
Let them succeed in their efforts and what would be the practical ben- 
efits of Masomy ? Confined to a particular religious sect or class of 
social reformers, it would have but comparatively few members, and 
those located in civilized countries. No longer would a brave and 
noble-hearted McKinstry find in our Order a means of safety, when 
tied to the stake by the infuriated satages ; no longer would a gallant 
Harris find in the language of our society the talisman to rescue him 
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from a cruel death at the hands of blood-thirsty pirates ; no longer 
could the Mason travel in Asia, Africa, and many other parts of the 
world where he would have most need of succor, with any expectation 
of finding one who could recognize and answer the mystic sign which 
now brings aid among all people — in eveiy section of the globe. No ! 
beneath the baneful influences alluded to, Masonry — so long useful and 
honored — so long possessed of the powerful dialect familiar to men 
in every country — would soon grow sickly, and dwindling away, would 
perish ignominiously, leaving a feme acquired in the past which would 
live unfading till time should be no more. 

Every Mason has an individual responsibility resting on him, which 
he cannot put off. He has a duty to perform, which he only can dis- 
charge. In his care and keeping are placed the reputation and the 
welfare of our time-honored institution. For good or for evil his con- 
duct will exert an influence on our society. There rests upon him, 
therefore, a most sacred obligation to keep unsullied the trust reposed 
in him, to guard with constant vigilance the interests of Masonry and 
see that they suffer no injury from any quarter. Comprehending the 
nature and design of the Institution, ho is bound by the most imperative 
sense of duty to guard it in its purity ; to prevent the removal of the 
ancient land-marks or the least innovation upon its established usages 
and customs. The labor demanded by our Order in this respect at the 
present day is neither slight nor fleeting. It is unremitted and con- 
stant. To meet an open foe requires often comparatively little valor ; 
but to check the efforts of internal enemies, or of friends who through 
zeal and misconception are employing their talents and means to inflict 
a serious injury on our venerable society, requires a genuine moral, 
courage. 

The historian tells us that when Bonaparte contemplated crossing the 
Alps with his army, he sent forward some officers to reconnoitre the 
slippery glaciers and the snow-capped peaks. They returned with & 
doubt of the practicability of the passage amounting almost to convic- 
tion, when, afraid to express his mind fully, one said to his commander, 
“ Sire, it is barely passable.” “ Forward ” was the immediate and 
laconic reply of the great warrior, and in a few days, to the astonish- 
ment of his enemies, he crossed, almost by superhuman efforts, the 
rough and slippery St. Bernard, with his army, and giving battle on 
the plains of Marengo, achieved one of his most brilliant triumphs. 
Whatever opinion we may entertain of Napoleon, we must confess that 
bis victorious career was the result in a great measure of a stern will 
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and indomitable energy. The spirit of constant vigilance and untiring 
effort, which he exerted to advance his own fortunes, should dwell in 
the breast of every Mason when he considers the value of Masonry 
and the true means of its perpetuity. 

What our Institution has accomplished in the past is well known. 
Its productions as an operative society, are no mean monuments of its 
glory. “To the disciples of Freemasonry,” says a Brother, “our 
fellow-countrymen are indebted for most of those splendid and majestic 
structures which, even at the present day, point their aspiring domes 
toward the heaven of heavens, and beneath which man breathes his 
prayers of peace and gladness ; and to their predecessors in the Graft 
mankind are indebted for those stupendous monuments of human skill — 
the pyramids of Egypt, which though many thousand years have passed 
away, still exist — the temples of Memphis, Heliopolis and Thebes, whose 
colossal ruins are to this day the wonder and admiration of the traveller — 
Percepolis with its splendid palatial edifices of cedar — Babylon, with 
her hanging gardens — Nineveh, with her mighty walls — Balbec and 
Palmyra, still majestic even in their ruins — the labyrinths of Egypt, 
Crete and Lemnos — and the marble glories of Greece — 

* Whose beauties a bright shadow cast, 

And shed a halo round the mighty past.' " 

Such monuments moulder and decay, and beneath the hand of centu- 
ries crumble into dust ; but the monuments reared by speculative Ma- 
sonry — the bright and brilliant deeds of charity and brotherly love 
which emblazon the pages of her history — these live, and growing 
brighter with each centennial cycle, will shine with undimmed lustre, 
when all material objects now on the face of the globe, shall have 
mingled with the earth and been forgotten. To sustain Masonry in its 
purity, is not only a sacred duty for its members but a work worthy 
the most gifted intellect, the most powerful monarch, and the best of 
our fellow men. Let us guard then, Brethren, our sacred trust, so that 
when our dissolution draws nigh and the cold winds of death come 
sighing around us, we can look back with satisfaction on our past efforts 
and hear with joy the well-merited judgment, “ Well done, thou good 
and faithful servant” 
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ODE. 


[ Ths following vu composed for the Centennial Celebration of 8t. Joair’s Lomm, which 
took place in Proridenoe, on the 24th of Jane last.] 

All Hail this Sainted Jubilee! 

A hundred years have flown 
Since on Rhode Island’s verdant shores 
The Light in darkness shone. 

The Brethren, they were few and rare, 

They were a little band — 

A Lodge in a lone wilderness 
Far from their Fatherland. 

Then all this boundless Continent 
Was mountain, lake and tree. 

Save where the star of Empire rose 
On dwellings of the free. 

Now arrowy steamers shoot along, 

. Now cities charm the view, 

Where once the Indian pitch’d his tent 
Or paddled his canoe. 

Alas ! when memory calls her roll 
Our hearts within us burn, 

To think of those who once were here 
Who will no more return ! 

And yet there ’s glory in the thought 
That in our Archives old 
A Warren, Franklin, Washington, 

Were on that page enroll’d. 


The Light which on our altar shone 
A hundred years ago, 

Now spreads a starry canopy 
Where two vast oceans flow. 

From Maine to mighty Oregon, 

Then raise our banners high, 

For Wisdom, Strength and Beauty form 
The immortal mystic tie. 


ttj*" “ Our jewels and symbols, bearing a reference to the incumbent 
duties of morality, are invested with rank and importance, and apply 
to the Craft at large, wheresover displayed under the lofty canopy of 
heaven ; having a hidden meaning attached, which is immutable and 
certain, and well understood by intelligent Masons in every age, and 
every region of the globe.” 
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FAMIL1AB COMMENTS ON ARCHITECTURE. 
NO. I. 


The characteristics of a people may be found written in its Architec- 
ture. Their government, religion, domestic habits, Ac., can all be 
plainly traced by an observant mind, in its buildings. Nations, long 
since swept from the free of the earth, and which existed so far back 
that history or tradition scarcely reaches them, can yet be traced to the 
times of their greatest glories, and one can see in imagination, the now 
sandy plains, whose level surface is broken only by the earthen 
mounds covering its ruins, teeming with life and industry, and the 
mighty monuments reared by its people, standing in all their original 
pride and strength. 

The Architect works for all time, and has worked from the begin- 
ning of time. The rude shelter of the Arab, Tartar or Indian of our 
day is but parallel with the structures first erected by man, to shield 
and protect him from the vicissitudes and inclemencies of the seasons. 
As men settled and formed themselves into societies and associations, 
and habits of industry prevailed, their intellects expanded to a knowl- 
edge of their necessities, and from the rude and temporary shelter, they 
constructed more permanent dwellings ; the materials first used, being 
those most easily obtained and readily applied. 

The transition from the log hut to the marble temple, with its columns, 
pediment, Ac., is easily followed. Trunks of trees used for columns, 
placed up on end carrying a beam or plate across them, supported the 
roof, which sloped down from the ridge to each side, and gave form to 
the pediment in front and rear. As art progressed, these trunks or col- 
umns were dressed and neatly rounded ; some were grooved or chanelled 
vertically or spirally, others carved with foliage and curious devices. 
The base, to give the column a firm and solid footing, and the capital 
suggested by a cap-piece on the top of the trunk, to give a better bed 
for the cross-beam to rest upon, afforded opportunities for further orna- 
ment. In forming the framework of the roof, the beam or architrave 
which rests upon the capitals, would support other beams placed 
across ; the ends of them cut off plain, or ornamented as represented 
by the triglyphs on the frieze of the Doric order. The spaces between 
these beams on the free of the frieze, were made of equal size on all 
rides, and enriched, forming the metopes. The rafters over the cross- 
beams were inclined up from each ride to a ridge in the middle, and 
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projected out oyer the frieze, to shelter it from the driving rains. 
The ends of these projecting rafters would originate the idea of the 
console, modillion and mutule. A simple contrivance answering for a 
gutter or eaves-trough to oonduct the water away at one point, will 
account for the corona of the cornice. 

The exercise of that refined taste for proportion, uniformity and 
harmony for which the Greeks were so celebrate^, will account for a 
care and pride in working the trunks or columns of equal size through 
out an edifice, and diminishing toward the top with a pleasing grace and 
effect ; in proportioning the spaces between them, or, as it is termed, 
their intercolumniations, in harmony with the size of the column ; the 
necessity of elevating them upon platforms both for beauty of appear- 
ance, and also as a protection from damp arising from the earth. 

Laying logs one above the other on an inclined plane up to the plat- 
forms round a building, would easily have prompted the idea of stairs. 
The cornices and pediments over doors and windows might have been 
suggested by the openings requiring a projecting coursing to lead off 
water running down the walls. The projection of porticos would origi- 
nate from a similar cause, and the spirit of harmony be carried out by 
placing half trunks or columns against the walls to support the ends of 
beams, or architrave, giving projection to the portico. The different 
sizes of the trunks used for the columns, as the taste of the builder may 
have directed him, would give rise to the variety in the orders, from the 
massive Doric to the less imposing Ionic, and delicate Corinthian ; each 
order being more highly ornamented in proportion to the effect of its 
less natural strength. 

With a progressive and persevering people, it can be readily sup- 
posed that they would eventually use a less perishable material where 
opportunity offered, and thus perpetuate their names, their reverence 
for their more favored Deities, and the memories of their heroes and 
benefactors. In some countries motives of policy induced the rulers 
to encourage the construction of some of the most stupendous works, 
whose remains now fill us with wonder and admiration, more especially 
as we are apt to consider our own as a much more enlightened age. 

In the valley of the Nile, where nature yielded spontaneously all 
that would support life to the millions who inhabited it, and where 
consequently so little labor beyond irrigation was required for agricul- 
tural purposes, it appears to have been almost a necessity to furnish 
steady employment to the people ; to direct their minds from plans of 
rebellion and sedition, and keep them in abject obedience to the ruling 
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head. The influence of a barbarous religion, wielded to act on the 
superstitious fears of its yotaries, aided in degrading the masses to sub- 
jection, and furnished the means for enforcing their employment. The 
truth of this assertion is borne out from th8 feet, that aside from their 
temples, palaces, monuments and tombs, scarcely a trace of architec- 
ture can be found, and it is highly probable that their dwellings were 
but mere temporary shelters. Many, perhaps, would live, as do some 
of the Chinese of our day, in boats upon the waters, others in huts 
formed of bulrushes, or palm leaves and mud, and many in caves of 
the rocks. For this reason, not a vestige of their habitations contempo- 
raneous with the pyramids and temples, is to be found. 

The Greeks appear to have stood alone in their progress of refined 
art. Taking up the knowledge of the Egyptians, they advanced to a 
much further state of civilization. Between the Egyptians and the 
Hindoos there appears to have been a similitude in their progression, 
not arising from any intimacy with each other, but in all probability 
from natural causes — the same spontaneous and luxuriant production 
of vegetable food — the abundance of fish in their rivers, the few cattle 
U9ed for draught or food, and their natural abstinence; the monuments 
left by both are stupendous ; the vast caves and temples show a very 
parallel characteristic in the two nations, although in the application of 
art and science, the Egyptians were fer in advance, and displayed a 
skill of which the Hindoos Bhow no trace. 

The form and construction of the Egyptian temples is at once impo- 
sing and majestic, and must have been executed by almost super- 
human effort. The enormous masses of granite, and the art employed 
to transport and raise them to their positions, cause these structures to 
appear almost miraculous, and this, added to the uniform simplicity and 
regularity of design, impresses the mind with wonder and admiration. 
The sloping roof was either unknown, or from the prevalence of dry 
seasons, not requisite to them. They were always flat, composed of 
blocks of stone resting on stone beams, and forming a terrace. 

Our limited space compels us to give but an abstract of the principles 
involved in Architecture, and with the compass allotted, it will be our 
endeavor to make these few articles as interesting as possible. Our 
next will continue the history of early Architecture down to the time 
when the Greek artists instituted the rules and proportions which are 
now so much admired and copied ; and also a description of some of 
the principal works noticed in sacred and profane writings which so 
much interest the present age. Aechtmct. 
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“MASONRY A HUMBUG." 


Every person who becomes a Mason, does so of his own free will 
and accord. He is not urged or persuaded by any one to join the 
Institution ; indeed he cannot be initiated till he has declared that he 
‘ ‘ is unbiassed by friends, and uninfluenced by mercenary motives,’/ 
that he “ freely and voluntarily offers himself as a candidate for initia- 
tion/’ and that he “ is prompted to solicit this privilege by a favora- 
ble opinion of our ancient and honorable Order, a desire of knowledge, 
and a sincere wish of being serviceable to his fellow creatures.” He, 
therefore, who through curiosity or from any other unworthy motive, 
without due consideration, takes the several degrees, may do a great 
moral wrong to the Institution. The nature and design of Masonry 
he should become familiar with before he seeks to know its mysteries. 
After taking the degrees, he should apply himself diligently to learn 
its ritual, and its land-marks and usages. 

We have been led to make these remarks by the fact that there is 
a class of persons who, having taken the Masonic degrees, place little 
value on the Institution, and seek to cast blame and reproach on it, 
when they alone are at fault During the past two years we have 
travelled much among the Fraternity of the North-west, and have 
formed the acquaintance of many thousands of the Craft. A short 
time since while on a tour, a Brother (for we must call him by that 
name) informed us that he regarded Masonry as a humbug. “ It is,” 
said he, “ running emptyings, and I don’t think it amounts to any- 
thing.” We expressed our regret at such a remark, and said, “ Sup- 
pose you were travelling and some accident should happen to you — ” 

“ Masons,” said he, interrupting, “ are the last persons I should call 
upon for aid !” That man, had he but paused for an instant to think of 
what he was saying, would have blushed. Who believes that were he 
in imminent danger, he would not at once seek the aid of the Frater- 
nity by that mystic language which seldom foils to bring succor. It 
is not often that we meet with members who speak so openly as the 
one alluded to, but it is a sad and lamentable fact that there are 
Masons, who, judged by their actions, may be classed with him. They 
scarcely ever visit a Lodge, they give nothing for charity, they do not 
help in any way to sustain the Institution. We cannot but look upon 
such as doing a great injury to the Order, and themselves a moral 
wrong. We would not deprive any one of his free will— each should 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



THE ASHLAR. 


13 


exercise his judgment fairly. If, after due consideration, a man takes 
the degrees, and then faithfully studies the ritual, and devotes his time 
and energies to learn and comprehend the spirit and worth of Masonry, 
and can find nothing therein to admire or revere — nothing but a bauble 
to tickle (he fancy or vanity of foolish men — he cannot of course take 
an active interest in the society. A few such there may be, but expe- 
rience leads us to believe that by for the vast majority who belong to the 
class now under consideration, foil to appreciate and love Masonry, 
because they joined the Institution through unworthy motives, or find 
it impossible to use it for the promotion of their selfish purposes. It is 
sometimes the case that a member will get disgusted with the Order, 
because certain men belong to it — because they hold office. Unworthy 
Brethren there undoubtedly are, and unworthy Brethren there always 
will be, as long as “ human nature is human nature.” A slight per- 
sonal pique or prejudice, or an unfavorable opinion of a few members, 
is not a sufficient excuse to abuse the Order or neglect its interests. 
The Mason who indulges in remarks derogatory to our society, or by 
his conduct stamps it as unworthy of support, is guilty of a great moral 
sin. We have never known one yet, who would not when away from 
home, make himself known as a Mason, if he saw the least chance to 
advance his own interests ; and we have known instances in which 
members who are seldom seen in the subordinate body to which they 
belong, make a practice when travelling on business, to visit Lodges, 
and pretend to be quite bright in the ritual. 

These considerations point out a plain duty of those who cherish 
Masonry, and wish to see it prosper. Rid the Institution, as far as 
posable, of the drones who now lie idle in the vineyard ; and renew the 
vigilance with which you h&ve guarded the entrance to our ancient 
Order. If we cannot root out the weeds, we can at least prevent 
more springing up. See well to this, Brethren, as you value the best 
interests of our royal art. 


ttF* One act of charity is like seed which springs up and bears 
abundant good fruit. It may be silent, and unseen by the world, but 
it escapes not the notice of that “ All-Seeing Eye, which pervades the 
inmost recesses of the human heart and will reward ns according to 
our merits.” 
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Masonry in Georgia. — We have received the official report of the 
proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Georgia, for the year 1856. It 
contains nothing of especial interest to Masons of foreign jurisdictions. 
The officers for the current year are : Wm. S. Rockwell, G. M. ; Leon- 
ard C. Simpson, S. G. W. ; R. T. Turner, J. G. W. ; J. E. Wells, 
G. T. ; Simri Rose, G. Sec . ; W. A. Love, S. G. D. ; R. M. Smith, 
J. G. D. ; C. W. Key, G. Chap. ; S. S. Stafford, G. M. 

There are in the jurisdiction of Georgia over two hundred Lodges. 
The Craft there appears to be flourishing, though we regret to see that 
there were so many matters of difference to be adjusted by the Com- 
mittee on Grievances. 

The report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, is a well- 
written document. Referring to the proceedings of the Grand Lodge 
of Michigan, it says: “ On the subject of uniformity of work, the 
Grand Lecturer, Bro. Bela Cogshall, says, ‘ If we are not already in 
advance of, we are not a whit behind, our sister jurisdictions. ’ This 
would be a very satisfactory state of things, but we find a committee on 
that very report, expressing themselves satisfied ‘ from the light they 
have received,’ ‘ that there are only about one-sixth of the Lodges in 
this jurisdiction that confer the degrees in accordance with the work 
adopted by the Grand Lodge. ’ ” This discrepancy between the reports, 
of course, must bewilder our Brethren abroad. We are unable to see on 
what facts the committee of the Grand Lodge of Michigan based their 
opinion that “ or } y about one-sixth ” of the Lodges work correctly. 
We have visited a vast majority of the Lodges in the jurisdiction, and 
had an opportunity to see them work, or to lecture with the members, 
and we have not the least hesitation in endorsing the assertion of Bro. 
Cogshall. 


HP* “ Astronomy is that divine art, by which we are taught to read 
the wisdom, strength and beauty of the Almighty Creator, in those sa- 
cred pages of the celestial hemisphere. Assisted by astronomy, we can 
observe the motions, measure the distances, comprehend the magnitudes, 
' and calculate the periods and eclipses, of the heavenly bodies. By it 
we learn the use of the globes, the system of the world, and the pre- 
liminary law of nature. While we are employed in the study of this 
science, we must perceive unparalleled instances of wisdom and good- 
ness, and through the whole creation, trace the glorious Author by his 
works.” 
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MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE — QUERIES AND 
REPLIES. 


Bio. W. : Can the Master, in case one black ball is deposited on 
the application of a candidate for initiation, call upoft the person who 
cast the ball to communicate privately his reasons for so doing ? 

Ans. A great principle in Masonry which should be regarded as 
almost sacred, is the secrecy of the ballot Each Brother not only has 
the right, but it is generally his duty, to cast his ballot secretly. No 
one can question him respecting the matter until he voluntarily throws 
off the shield which the Institution places over him. The Master has 
no more right than a private member of the Lodge, to ask an explana- 
tion of a Brother, or question him, about his secret ballot. 

Bro. Weston : In our Lodge, an appeal is sometimes taken from 
the decision of the Master. Is it right ? 

Ans. Certainly not. An appeal cannot be taken from the decision 
of the Master in any case. It is contrary to the spirit of Masonry and 
its ancient usages ; and the W. M. should guard his authority and the 
dignity of his office, by refusing to entertain an appeal. 

A Brother writes as follows : It is a common thing in most Lodges, 
I believe — at least it is in mine — for some members who are present 
not to ballot on the application of candidates for initiation or advance- 
ment This appears to me to be wrong. On a recent occasion so few 
balloted, that it was pretty well known who cast a black ball, when, if 
all had voted, the ballot would have been strictly secret. Be kind 
enough to give your views in The Ashlar. 

Ans. Every Brother is an individual guardian of the Institution, 
and should watch its portals. It is his duty on all ordinary occasions 
to deposit his ballot, and if present in his Lodge when a candidate is 
balloted for, the Master should require him to vote unless excused by 
the unanimous consent of the Lodge, which should be done only for 
peculiar reasons. The old regulation, which every Mason is bound to 
regard, should never be forgotten — that candidates can only be admitted 
“ by the unanimous consent of aU the members of that Lodge then 
present when the candidate is proposed .” One of the evils arising 
from members not casting a ballot, has been mentioned by our corres- 
pondent. Others might be* easily enumerated. 

Bro. Weston: Please enlighten your readers on the following 
question : Is not a person who has taken one degree entitled to be 
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passed , unless charges are preferred against him and sustained ? If 
not, was he not deceived when he took the first, by the expectation 
which he had a right to entertain, that the ballot on his application for 
initiation would be the only test which he would have to pass ? 

Ans. In Lodges where but one ballot is taken for the three degrees, 
perhaps the candidate is entitled to be passed unless charges are pre- 
ferred in a reasonable time, but in subordinate bodies where an appli- 
cation must be made for advancement and a ballot taken on the same, 
the rule is different. In the latter case, it is fair and generally best to 
prefer charges against the Entered Apprentice, but he has no right, nor 
has any one else, to ask who cast the black ball, or demand that 
charges shall be preferred. The candidate is not deceived. He knew 
or should have known, that on his application for each degree the ballot 
would be taken and he might be “ blacked.” He has got all that he 
has paid for, or that was promised him directly or by implication. 
More he cannot demand. 

In this jurisdiction, (Wisconsin,) Bro. Weston, it is no unfrequent 
thing for Lodges at their Regulars to call off for a few days or a week, 
and then call off again in the same way. These adjourned meetings, if 
I may so call them, are regarded as continuations of the Regular, and 
candidates for initiation are balloted for and other important business 
done. Do you consider this proper ? 

Ans. We consider it highly improper , and if not prohibited by any 
regulation, it is contrary to the spirit and design of the regulation which 
requires ballots for initiation to be taken at regular or stated meetings. 
It is presumed that members know when those communications take 
place, and will be present to cast their ballot on petitions. By calling 
off from time to time, an opportunity may be easily seized, or innocently 
improved, to ballot for a candidate when few are present, and thus elect 
him, when, with the ordinary attendance at a Regular, he would have 
been rejected. The eustom alluded to by our correspondent is a very 
baneful one. 

My dear Weston : A question recently arose in our Lodge, and 
as we are unable to solve it, will you be kind enough to help us out? 
When our Master and both Wardens are absent, can a Past Master open 
the Lodge and preside ? 

We think not. A Past Master is not an officer of the Lodge, and 
has no more responsibility resting on him than any other private mem- 
ber. He cannot, therefore, in our opinion, open the Lodge ; but if 
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either the 8. W. or J. W. be present, then by his request he may do 
so and preside during the communication. 

A man has petitioned to our Lodge ; his moral character is unex- 
ceptionable, and no objection is made to him, but from the fact that one 
leg is shorter, by about two inches , than the other. It seems to me this 
is not such a physical deformity as should prevent his initiation. * * 
Let us hear from you through your valuable journal. 

Ans. The question of our correspondent would be very differently 
answered by learned and intelligent Masons. Several Grand Lodges 
have made regulations respecting the degree of deformity which would 
prevent the initiation of candidates. Where they have not established 
rules, we must construe the written law according to our best judgment. 
In 1683 the following regulation was adopted by the General Assem- 
bly : “ Thirdly, that he be made able in all degrees ; that is, free-born, 
of a good kindred, true and no bondsman, and that he have his right 
limbs as a man ought to have” In the old charges, published in the 
book of Constitutions in 1723, the following occurs: “No Master 
should make an Apprentice, unless he be a perfect youth having no 
maim or defect that may render him incapable of learning the art.” 
It is the apparent qualification in the last clause which has led to the 
difference of opinion. We hold a strict construction of the law, and 
should be averse to initiating the person described by our correspondent. 

A novel case occurred in our Lodge last evening. A visiting Bro. 
applied for admission, when a Bro. arose and said he would vouch for 
him. The W. M. asked him, the vouching Brother, if he had sat in a 
Lodge with him. He merely replied that he “would vouch for the 
visiting Brother.” The Master refused to admit him under these cir- 
cumstances without an examination. Was that right? 

• 

Ans. As a general rule a member should not vouch for a Brother 
unless he has sat in a Lodge with him, without stating to the Master on 
what authority he vouches. Suppose Bro. A. (and there are too 
many members of this character,) is wholly incompetent to conduct 
an examination and decide whether or not a man is a Mason ; yet 
thinking himself capable, should examine R and then vouch for him 
in a Lodge. 8uppose D. vouches to (7., and (7. to B ., and R to 
A., and A . vouches in the Lodge. It is plain in either case that a great 
wrong might be perpetrated, and an imposter admitted through the 
ignorance of A . It is the Master’s duty to guard against this danger . 
by such caution as be deems necessary. Therefore when A. says, 
2 — VOL. III. no. i. 
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“ I vouch for the Brother,” the W. M. has a right to ask on what 
ground he vouches, and it is his duty not to admit the visitor till satis- 
fied that he is worthy to be admitted. In the particular case proposed 
above, we have no reason to presume that the Master did not act wise 
and conscientiously. 

If a Master does wrong, what is the course to pursue to bring him 
to trial and punishment ? 

The only course is to prefer charges to the Grand Lodge, or when it 
is not in session, to the Grand Master. The Master is not answerable 
to his Lodge. 


M. E. MICHAEL SHOEMAKER, P. G. H. P. 


Michael Shoemaker — an accurate likeness of whom is given in the 
beautifully executed engraving which forms the frontispiece of this 
number — was bom at Mohawk, in Herkimer county, N. Y., on the 
sixth day of April, in the year one thousand eight hundred and eighteen. 
He is the descendant of a highly respectable and well known family. 
His ancestors were among the earliest settlers of the Mohawk Valley, 
and lived there through all the Indian wars of that section, which were 
more severe and of longer duration than those in any other portion of 
the country. His great grandmother was a sister of General Herkimer, 
who was killed while commanding at the battle of Oriskany. His 
father was sheriff of the county of Herkimer, and a member of the 
State Legislature at a period when those offices were held in much 
higher estimation than they are at the present time. His grandfather, 
Michael Myers, represented the county in the different branches of the 
Legislature thirteen consecutive years. 

Bro. Shoemaker emigrated to Joliet, Illinois, in the year 1835, 
and wasr engaged for several years in mercantile business, and in 
building portions of the Illinois and Michigan canal near that town. 
He removed to Michigan Centre, in Jackson county, Mich., in 1842, 
having purchased the mills at that place. In 1848 he was elected a 
member of the State Senate, and held a seat in that body five years. 

, Many offices of influence and trust have been conferred upon him by 
the political party of which he is a distinguished member. He now 
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holds the responsible position of Collector of the Customs for the port 
of Detroit, haying been appointed in the spring of the present year. 

Daring his residence in Michigan, Bra S. has been engaged in 
“ miUing 9 ’ and farming. He has taken great interest in agriculture, 
and giyen much of his time and means to adyanoe the prosperity of 
societies deyoted to that subject. In 1856 he was President of the 
State Agricultural Society, which position ho was strongly urged to 
accept again, but declined. He has been an actiye member of the 
Executive Committee of the Society the greater portion of the time 
since its formation. He has been President of the Jackson County 
Agricultural Society for three years past. During that time, under 
his direction and by his zeal and energy, the commodious grounds of 
the Society haye been so much improved that they are not surpassed 
in beauty, or adaptation to the purpose for which they are designed, by 
any in the country. The subject of this notice is also one of the Vice- 
Presidents of the United States Agricultural Society. 

Bro. Shoemaker is a practical as well as a theoretical former, and 
conducts the business on an extensiye scale. He has paid much atten- 
tion to improying the breeding of horses and cattle, and been at no 
small expense therefor. His stock of pure blooded Durham and 
Devon Cattle is probably larger than any other in Michigan, and is 
a source of just pride to him. For his efforts to promote the great 
interest of agriculture in the North-west, upon which the prosperity 
and happiness of its people depend more than on any other, he de- 
serves the thanks of his fellow citizens. 

Bra Michael Shoemaker was initiated into the mysteries of our 
ancient society, in Jackson Lodge No. 17, in July, 1850. Between 
that time and the first of the following December, he received the 
several degrees of F. C., M. M., Af. M., P. M., M. E. M. and R. A. M. 
The last four were conferred by Jackson Chapter No. 3. Such was 
the proficiency which he had made during the period alluded to, that he 
was immediately elected High Priest of his Chapter, and served two 
years, declining a re-election. In 1853 he was chosen Master of 
Michigan Lodge No. 50, of which he was a charter member. He 
served in that capacity one year. His brethren desired him to accept 
the office a second time, but his business prevented his complying with 
their wishes. 

In 1853, Comp. Shoemaker was elected Grand High Priest of the 
Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Michigan. He was reelected to the 
same office in 1854 and in 1856. He attended the convocations of 
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the General Grand Chapter of the United States at Louisville, in 1853, 
and Hartford in 1856. 

Such is the brief history of a man who, by his energy, talent and 
probity, has, in a few years, acquired a commanding position in his 
State, and taken a stand among its ablest and most distinguished citi- 
zens. In every situation in which he has been placed, he has been 
tried and not found wanting. The shrewdness, ability and unyielding 
integrity which have enabled him to conduct his private business with 
success, have characterized his action in public offices, and won him 
the respect and esteem of his fellow-citizens. Where he is best known 
he is most beloved. 

It is but rendering justice to say that Bro. Shoemaker, as a bright 
and accomplished Mason, has few, if any, superiors in the country. 
From the period of his initiation he has devoted much time and atten- 
tion to the study of the histoiy and science of the royal art. Possessing 
a mind apt and tenacious, he acquired a critical knowledge of the ritual 
with astonishing celerity, and in less than six months after his initiation 
he took rank among the foremost Masons in Michigan. His attention 
was particularly directed to the study of Royal Arch Masonry. We 
know of no Companion in the United States whose opinion, deliberately 
expressed on any question connected with that subject, is entitled to 
more respect than his. 

Bro. Shoemaker is yet a young man, and, judging by ordinary 
rules which guide the reason, has a bright future before him. Should 
life and health be spared him, we hazard little in predicting that wbat 
he has already achieved is but the commencement of an honorable and 
useful career. 


The Order op the Grain of Mustard Seed, Ordre de la gratne 
de Seneve , whose members also called themselves “ The Fraternity of 
Moravian Brothers of the Order of Religious Freemasons,” was one of 
the first innovations introduced into German Freemasonry, and was in- 
stituted in the year 1739. Its mysteries were founded on the passage 
in the 4th chapter of the Gospel according to Mark, in which our 
Saviour compares the Kingdom of Heaven to a mustard seed. Among 
the jewels of the Order was a cross of gold, suspended from a green 
ribbon, and surmounted by a mustard plant. It bore the inscription, 
44 What was it before ? Nothing.” 
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EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


' Springfield, III., Auo. 9, 1857. 

My Dear Ashlar : 

This is the first time I have taken my pen to write to yon since it 
was announced that you were about to make a bow to the Craft of Illi- 
nois. During the past week I have been travelling over the broad and 
fertile prairies of this beautiful State, and sojourning among the F rater- 
nity, and I may safely assert that you will meet with a cordial welcome. 

Joliet was my first stopping place. There are two Lodges in the 
town, whose joint membership numbers over a hundred. There is also 
a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons. The Brethren there manifest a 
commendable zeal, and are making an effort, which doubtless will be 
successful, to form a Commandery. Bro. W. W. Stevens showed me 
many attentions, for which I would return thanks. Appropriate men- 
tion may be made of Bros. N. D. Blwood and W. S. Brooks, as bright 
and zealous Masons, whose efforts in behalf of the Order deserve com- 
mendation. 

I passed part of the day in Wilmington, where I was warmly wel- 
comed and kindly cared for by Bro. Frank Mitchell, who keeps one of 
the best public houses I have seen in this section. The least that can 
be justly said of him is that he is Frank by name and frank by nature, 
and a host in himself. The Lodge at Wilmington has about thirty 
members, and is in a flourishing condition. 

At Bloomington I found a large number of intelligent and active 
Brethren, and was pleased to form the acquaintance of Bro. W. C. 
Hobbs, P. G. M., whom I had long known by reputation. Bro. H. 
has devoted much time to the study of Masonry, particularly its Juris- 
prudence. He is a conservative, and discountenances the numerous 
new-fangled schemes and projects which Masons, actuated by malice, 
or a misconception of the Institution, are endeavoring to attach to it 
There is great need of a conservative influence in these times of inven- 
tion and quackery, when Ignorance and Innovation attempt to lay rude 
hands on the very citadel of Masonry. Bro. J. L. Green, of Blooming- 
ton, put me under obligations by his kindness. 

I passed one day very pleasantly at Clinton, and was much gratified 
with the interest manifested in the prosperity of the Order by the warm- 
hearted Brethren whom I saw. Bro. Goodbrake, the W. M., com- 
mands the respect and affection of his Lodge, and is the very type of 
a warm-hearted Mason. Under his guidance, the interests of our an- 
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cient society will suffer no shock in the flourishing town of Clinton. 
I would acknowledge my obligations to him for favors conferred, and 
would also mention among others who extended the hand of welcome, 
Bros. S. Roberts, T. S. Smith, J. Proud, J. J. McGrow and A. M. 
Dye. 

Decatur. — At this flourishing city I met a large number of the 
Craft, among whom are some of the brightest Masons I have seen. 
Here I met Bro. J. P. Bunn, Grand Chaplain and P. M. of his Lodge. 
I was pleased with the man, and still more pleased to hear Brethren 
invariably speak of him in tones of affection and sincere regard. In 
the catalogue of those whose kindness I shall long remember, are 
Bros. Robert Neely and R. Green. 

Foremost among the beautiful places which I have seen in the State 
of Illinois, stands Springfield. With the exception of Rockford, it is 
unequalled for fine streets and nice residences, by any other place I 
have visited. * It is surrounded by prairie, and very flat ; but its 
streets are broad, and lined with large trees and foliage, that afford 
shade, and give the appearance of an Eastern city. Masonry has in 
this place a large number of advocates, and the heart of the State may 
be said to be sound to the core. To Bro. P. A. Dorwin, W. M., and 
also to Bros. D. M. YanDeren and H. Van Deren, for attentions be- 
stowed, I would express my thanks. There are two Lodges, a Chap- 
ter and a Council in the city — all doing well. May they continue to 
flourish. 


MASONIC QUACKERY. 

The Masons in the North-west, during the past year, have been most 
grossly imposed upon and duped by itinerant pedlars and impostors. 
This section of the country is now full of them. Even women (whose 
efforts are always attended with success,) have travelled the length and 
breadth of the State, selling some worthless trinkets, or obtaining sub- 
scribers for so-called Masonic works, which are destined never, to see 
the light. I know of one instance of this kind in which a great deal 
of money must have been collected by a female for a magazine, which 
was to be devoted to the interests of the Institution. One or two 
numbers were issued, and those Brethren, (and they are not few,) 
who, in the goodness of their heart, subscribed and advanced their 
money, find that they were sadly “ taken in.” EveTy day, almost, some 
itinerant pedlar or imposter is to be met on his mission of deception 
and fraud. He has all sorts of regalia, jewelry and trinkets, for the 
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Craft, or he is agent for some Masonic library, or Masonic books. On 
this subject complaints fill my ears everywhere I go, and I am con- 
vinced that the time has arrived when Grand Lodges should notice this 
matter, and adopt appropriate resolutions or edicts, to prevent the pro- 
gress of what may be appropriately called Masonic quackery, I shall 
ay more on this subject in the next number of The Ashlab. 

To-morrow I shall leave hero for Alton, where I hope to meet M. W. 
Jas. H. Hibbard, the Grand Master. a. w. 


Grand Royal Arch Chapter op Missouri. — This body met at 
St. Louis on the 20th day of May last, M. E. J. W. Chenoweth pre- 
siding. 

In his address the High Priest tells some very plain truths in a very 
plain way. Referring to the election of incompetent Companions to 
office, he says : 

“ This facility of ingress into our inner temple, and into the most 
sacred mysteries of our Order, results still further in election to office 
of ill-instructed and incompetent persons, in whose hands all the inter- 
ests of their Chapters must suffer. Under the administration of such, 
no high-toned Masonic feeling can be maintained. It cannot be sur- 
prising if, under such circumstances, the members should, in a short 
time, become lukewarm and indifferent.” 

The report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence is from the 
pen of Comp. A. O'Sullivan. There is little in it of special interest 
to those in foreign jurisdictions. Speaking of the proceedings of the 
General Grand Chapter, it quotes the following resolution, which was 
adopted at its last convocation : 

Resolved, That the General Grand Royal Arch Chapter derives all its powers 
by grant and delegation from the respective Grand Royal Arch Chapters. 

Of this thA report says : 

“ By the adoption of the foregoing resolution, that great principle 
for which Missouri has so long contended, and for which we have been 
so frequently lectured by other jurisdictions, is at length established, 
after the most ample discussion, in the General Grand Chapter. It 
will put to rest those who have held to the doctrine that all power was 
alone vested in the General Grand Chapter.” 

There are in Missouri eighteen Chapters, with a membership of six 
hundred and fifty-three. Comp. D. De Haven is G. H. P., and Comp. 
A. O’Sullivan G. Sec. 
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IOWA CORRESPONDENCE.* 


Bro. Weston : Dobuooe, July 10th, 1857. 

We have again been greeted by the familiar face of your nicely 
finished, if not entirely “ perfect Ashlar.” 

It is the only Masonic publication which we find time to read, but 
The Ashlar presents such a clean and fine appearance, is printed 
on such white, fine paper, and in such plain and beautiful type, that it 
invites an examination, and one almost involuntarily selects it from 
amongst any pile of reading matter, and runs his eye over its inviting 
pages. But, notwithstanding the high mechanical skill exhibited in 
your valuable paper, the “ internal part ” is of a higher order, if pos- 
sible, than the external ; and although we are led to an examination of 
its pages first by the great beauty of its appearance, we are constrained 
to linger over the rich fund of Masonic literature, with which they 
abound, by the high and exalted character of its articles. 

We are really beginning to feel that we cannot do without it, and 
trust that it may long continue to grow, in public favor, and extend its 
influence until the pure principles of Masonry which it inculcates shall 
pervade every heart and soul. 

The Star of Masonry in Iowa, is in tho ascendant. Here, as else- 
where, the greatest fear arises from its popularity, and the avidity with 
which admission into our ranks is sought. A laxity in “ guarding 
well the doors ” is too manifest, and hence it is that so many find their 
way within our Lodge rooms, whose lives are not imbued with the 
true spirit of our Order, and who bring reproach upon an institution 
too pure and too high for their profane natures. “ Cry aloud and spare 
not,” we pray you, dear Ashlar, until this now prevalent and growing 
evil is arrested. 

So far as we know, St. John’s day was observed by our Brethren in 
but two places within our jurisdiction, viz. : at Davenport and Dubuque. 
In Davenport, the day of our patron Saint was duly observed by our 
brethren of that and adjoining places, and an address was delivered by 
Bro. T. S. Parvin* of Muscatine, P. G. M. of Grand Lodge of Iowa, 
P. G. H. Priest, and present R. W. Grand Secretary. The address of 
Bro. Parvin is highly spoken of, and from our knowledge of Bro. 
Parvin’s ability and extensivo acquaintance with Masonic literature, 
we feel confident that it was of a very high order. 


* This letter arrived too late for oar August issue. It loses none of its in- 
terest by appearing in this. 
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In Dubuque, the Brethren also observed the day with appropriate 
ceremonies. The Commandery, Dubuque Chapter, No. 3, Dubuque 
Lodge, No. 3, and Metropolitan Lodge, No. 49, together with their vis- 
itors, assembled at their Hall at 2 o’clock, formed a procession, and 
marched under the direction of Chief Marshall Bro. John T. Everett, 
supported by several assistants, to the large and commodious Main St. 
Methodist church, where the ladies and citizens of the place, not of 
the mystic tie, had assembled in considerable numbers. 

The ceremonies at the church were as follows : Prayer by the 

Chaplain, Rev. and Bro. Brown, who is the pastor of the church. 

2nd. Music by a Brass Band employed for the occasion. 3rd. In- 
stallation of officers of Dubuque Lodge, No. 3. 4. Music by Band. 
5th. Oration by Bro. Henry 8. Jennings. 6th. Benediction by the 
Chaplain. 

The Installation ceremonies were performed by P. M. Bro. Chas. 
Gillian, a brother who is a true Mason, with a brother’s heart in the 
right place. He was assisted by P. M. Bro. W. H. Gaines, who acted 
as D. G. M. 

The ceremony of installation was well and judiciously performed, 
and made a deep and favorable impression upon all who witnessed it. 

Of the address or oration we are hardly qualified to speak. Suffice 
it to say that the Lodge requested a copy for publication which was 
famished, and it is now being printed ; when it is published, if we can 
procure an extra copy we tbtU send you one. 

After the services at the church were concluded, the fraternity 
again formed and re-marched to the Hall, where they were called from 
labor to partake of some substantial refreshments, provided by Dubuque 
L)dge, No. 3. After which they parted in peace and harmony, all 
feeling that they had enjoyed happily and profitably the “ fellowship 
of kindred minds.” But, dear Ashlar, the mercury marks 100° in 
the shade, and however it may be with you, Editors, with us such 
weather is not particularly conducive of a free and pleasant flow of 
ideas. So with much respect we beg leave to subscribe ourselves ever, 
Faithfully and Fraternally yours, J — . 


0^ A Masonic writer says it was a custom formerly, when operative 
Masons were at work, if any person were desirous of distinguishing 
Freemasons from others, he took up a stone, and asked what it smells 
A Freemason would immediately reply, “ It smells neither of brass, 
m iron, nor steel, but of a Mason.” 


\ 
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Romeo, (Mich.,) July 18, 1857. 

Comp. Alltk Weston: 

Dear Sir : — Below I send yon the proceedings of our Chapter. 
Romeo Chapter, No. — . — This Chapter met and organized on 
Wednesday, May 18th, at Masonic Hall, in this place, when the By- 
Laws and Constitution were read and adopted. Officers : — Greenleaf 

Wadleigb, H. P. ; A. B. Ayres, K. ; Chas. Terry, Scribe ; Gurdon 
Hovey, Treas. ; Geo. A. Funston, Sec. ; H. M. Case, C. H. ; P. A. 
Knight, P. S. ; J. F. Nichols, R. A. C . ; Horaoe Heath, M. 3 V. ; H. 
D. Fitch, M. 2 V. ; J. B. Allen, M. 1 V. The utmost harmony pre- 
vailed throughout, and the business was conducted with the best of 
feeling. 

Masonry is flourishing finely here, and we are elated with the pros- 
pect of a new Hall, which we expect will be finished about the 1st of 
September next, in the third story of A. B. Ayres’ new brick 
store, part of the new brick block erected this summer. When com- 
pleted, we expect to have the best Hall in the State, outside of Detroit. 

Youre, Fraternally, H. M. CASE. 


Strange Debate. — In January, 1830, a Mr. Mitchell introduced 
in the Pennsylvania Legislature, a resolution instructing the Library 
Committee to inquire into the expediency of placing in the Library, 
for the use of the members, the following books: Morgan’s Illustra- 
tions of Masonry, Report of the Le Roy Convention, Bernard’s Light 
on Masonry, Webb’s Monitor, Hardy’s Masonic Guide, Southwick’s 
Solemn Warning, Report of the Lewiston Committee, Abbe BatTuel's 
Free Masonry, Second Advent of an American Layman, and such 
other books on Masonry as the Library Committee shall think proper. 

Mr. Mitchell advocated anti-Masonry in his argument in favor of 
the resolution, declaring, there was no doubt if these books were pur- 
chased, great light would be thrown on Freemasonry, and the mem- 
bers much benefited by the perusal of them. The resolution excited 
a warm and rather angry debate. Mr. Frick offered an amendment to 
include one dozen anti-Masonic almanacs. Mr. Wilkins moved to 
extend the resolution so as to authorize the Library Committee to pur- 
chase all books which treat of Federalism and Democracy, and of the 
contest between Jackson and Adams. Mr. Moore said he concurred 
with Mr. Colder of New York, in declaring that he never knew “ a very 
great Mason who was not a very great fool ” — and added that he never 
knew a very great anti-Mason who was not ditto. After some further 
debate, the question was taken and the resolution was rejected. 
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MASONRY IN LARGE CITIES. 


The influence of Masonry in our large cities, where vice stalks 
through the streets and holds her midnight vigils, is not properly 
valued. The most vivid description of the benign power exerted by 
the Institution in great commercial thoroughfares, which has recently 
Mien under our eyes, is in the London Freemason Magazine . We 
give an extract : 

“ London ! — 

' The needy villain’s general home ! 

The common sewer of Paris and Rome !’ 

as Johnson called it. Its streets paved with guilt and gold, where 
honor starves in tatters, and the heartache is not confined to Chan- 
cery-lane ! Yet the arena, still, of mind, energy, benevolence, and 
withal of selfishness, indolence, and incapacity. It is a whirlpool of 
endless changes, save one — namely, that care always rises to the top, 
from the great sediment of original corruption below ! It is a current so 
rapid in the stream of life, that all are swamped by it, except the strong 
swimmer, whose inborn resolution defies it, or the wealthy voyager 
whom fortune furnishes with a bridge or a vessel to pass it. It is the 
pool of seething vice and treachery, where, aided by the thickened 
scum of fraud and flattery, the knave victimizes the fool ; where the 
largest sharks are most admired : whilst the simple gudgeon feeds the 
pike, and is laughed at, to boot ! Its shores kre covered with wrecks 
of all classes and ages, amongst which we meet a fragment, now and 
then, of exquisite grace and beauty, showing marks of early care, and 
of the bright hopes once entertained about the future ; but the 
noble vessel has gone down, probably from want of a proper pilot, and 
the stream runs too fast to notice such common things, now / The 
anchorage of this great metropolitan bay is treacherous — its shoals 
innumerable — its swelling waves now rise with youth’s fondest hopes — 
now sink and open into gulfs dark as the abysses of men’s unfathom- 
able fears ! Such is London, to the philosopher who stands by the 
side of the stream, and weeps at, or derides it all ! 

“ Remove Masonry from this dreadful scene of fratricidal carnage 
of roan upon his fellow, and you at once annihilate that influence 
which, second to Christianity alone, and very often received where its 
great prototype would be refused, works silently, but ever , for man’s 
amelioration. Allowing that numerous, almost innumerable, fountains 
and channels of philanthropic aid subsist and flow, yet sectarian bias, 
the necessity of influential presentation, and that great upas tree of 
selfishness which poisons all our good, render the solace, compared with 
the suffering, so restricted, as to well elicit our gratitude to those 
Masonic establishments which open their treasures to the only magic 
talisman they recognize — the ‘ Sesam4’ of want. Take, for example, 
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that most noble institution for aged Freemasons and tbeir widows, just 
completed. Can anything be more attractively confident in the great 
principles, and their activity, of Masonry than the unostentatious 
information of a deficit existing, with the certain assurance of its 
being met by all the Brethren to the fullest exercise of their ability ; 
ay, even beyond their temporary convenience? Why, this veiy 
Institution stamps an honor upon every Mason who aids it, associating 
him with the noblest relics of our fallen nature’s primeval glory. 
Remove also the quiet action, unobserved, of individual Masons, one to 
another, and would it not be missed ? What other fraternity can say 
that, without the stimulus of committees, speeches, placards, place- 
hunting, clubs, or councils, relief is bestowed upon thousands ? more 
still, that many of these thousands are sought out ; not waited for until 
they walk over the ashes of proper pride and self-respect, and, goaded 
by necessity, are forced to beg, but carefully looked up, and not one 
worthy claimant repudiated ; and this, by individual and distinct exer- 
cise of the principle which the simple observance of a solemn oath 
infers upon all. Blot out this beam, this day-star of a better sky, and 
would the world become brighter for its extinction ? Erase this rain- 
bow, this promise of a moral refuge from the deluge of suffering, and 
how many wanderers would pine for the arc of its glory and the beam 
of its protection ? 

“ Apply next the force of contrast. We take our examples here — 

‘ know all men !’ from actual fact, and shall not adduce them invidi- 
ously, for the characteristic of Masonry being the unselfish recognition 
of good in every worker, system, case, and class, it ‘ envieth not.’ A. 
was a London reputable gentleman, as was also B., both belonged to 
the same profession, the law, though not to the same line of it, as A. 
was a barrister, B. a solicitor; moreover, the latter was a Freemason, 
the other was not. It happened that C., a Mason, required a service 
to be rendered him : he had been brought up, and had* though not at 
college, maintained intimacy with A., for more than twenty years. 
Of B., C. knew little, except from Masonic connection extending over 
a period of a few months. The favor was not a pecuniary one, and 
required merely personal influence, with a little trouble, to grant, but 
upon application to A., his old chum of twenty years, C. was first met 
with protestations of inability, and the usual courteous falsehood veiling 
disinclination ; and upon his manly refusal to be stultified by such 
trash, forced the hollow professor of friendship to drop the mask of 
deceit. He applied to B., few words passed, the assurance was given 
that the latter ‘ would see what he could do in a few days it was done, 
but B., not content with one kind act, repudiated all thanks, and learning 
that C. desired another exercise of good-will, never rested until that 
had been manifested also. 1 Friend, did’st thou ever feel for him in 
thy pocket ?’ was the Quaker’s calm inquiry of the fulsome hypocrite, 
who loudly proclaimed his sympathy with another ; the sacrifice of the 
pocket is a great test of sincerity, but how many proofs teem upon us 
that even that, is forgotten in the absorbing influence which makes 
the Mason feel, in his heart , for his Brother’s need ? 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



THE ASHLAR. 


29 


“ Benevolence, also, does not sit at home in our Lodges, neither is 
it of such a truly domestic nature as never to stir abroad. It seeks 
out, we affirm, the distressed ; indeed, volumes could be filled with 
facts attesting how the Fraternity ratifies the solemn obligation practi- 
cally, which binds it morally. We know an instance of a Brother, 
whose time was his money, yet who gave up three whole days to find 
an impoverished Mason, whom he had never seen before, but whose 
credentials were good, and having found him, placed him far above 
Want, at once. Selfishness is the antagonistic element of Masonry. 
Whilst recognizing due subservience to authority, and every claim of 
meritorious distinction, Masonry distinguishes none bpt the merito- 
rious ; and viewing man in his affinity to woe, not to wealth, reflocte 
upon the nakedness of birth, anticipates the equality of dissolution ; 
and renders the entrance to her Lodges an appropriate emblem of the 
grave, where all comers, prince and peasant, leave their clay-bom 
greatness, like the Turk his slippers, at the door ! Man, like the 
monarch in a play, retains his sceptre only * till the fall of the curtain.* 
***#«* 

“ There is also difference in the manner of assistance. If I throw 
a penny to a beggar with an intention of breaking his head, says 
Johnson, though I miss him, and he is benefitted by the coin, be has 
small reason to thank his untoward benefactor. Now even with the 
intention of charity, consideration of the feelings of the recipient, not 
only enhances the gift, but (and we wish this were oftener remembered) 
it may decide the whole issue of the act. Whatever damages self- 
respect, impoverishes morality ; the relief, however opportune, is 
swamped by the degradation of the gift, and the glow of gratitude, 
pales before the blush of shame ! Charity, like the heart, ought to 
animate the whole system, yet its beat be silent and unseen ; and the 
very members which owe to it their life, ought to bo unconscious of 
the source of their vitality. To stigmatize penury, therefore, with 
grotesque and obsolete costume, to array the recipients of our alms as 
outrageously as the occupants of our prisons, is to stamp disgrace on 
want ; to pour not oil, but liquid fire upon the heart’s sore place, and 
to fix, by an indelible record of mendicancy, a barrier to the ambition 
of a noble spirit In this respect, then, Masonry deserves commenda- 
tion ; many juvenile recipients of its aid are unconscious of aught 
approaching to eleemosynary association, and it has long since discov- 
ered that the rays of Charity’s bright sun affect those most easily, who 
bask beneath it, — without woollen coats, thick, bilious-looking stock- 
ings, or corduroys.’ * 


There's a world where all are equal, — we are hurrying toward it fast — 
Where we 'll meet upon the level, when the gates of death are past ; 
We shall stand before the Orient, and our Master will be there, 

To try the blocks we offer, with his own unerring square. 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



30 


THE ASHLAR. 


MASONIC ITEMS. 


Refreshment. — It was the custom of the Fraternity in former times, 
after the business of the Lodge was performed, to partake of refresh- 
ments and engage in a social entertainment This was particularly the 
case among English brethren. The practice was also maintained in the 
United States during the first quarter of the present century. Under 
proper restraints, we believe these social entertainments to be beneficial 
to the Craft They were, however, too frequently carried to excess, in 
past days, and brought discredit on the Institution. In England, in the 
eighteenth century. Lodge fines were not unfreqnently paid in wine, or 
other spirituous liquor. An old minute book of Witham Lodge, Lin- 
coln, prescribes that the Lodge shall be opened at appointed hours, “ so 
that there may be one examination , at least, gone through on every 
Lodge night, or the persons so neglecting shall forfeit a bottle of wine, 
to be drank by the Brethren after the Lodge is closed, to make them 
some part amends. Not fewer than three leaves, part of the Consti- 
tutions of the Fraternity, shall be read immediately after opening the 
Lodge, on every Lodge night, by the Master, his Wardens or their 
official, or by some other Brother present by their appointment, under 
the penalty of one bottle of wine, to be paid as aforesaid. No Brother 
made in another Lodge, shall be passed Master in his Lodge, under 
half a guinea, to be paid for the entertainment of the Masters present 


KF 3 * The following bodies have been duly organized in Philadelphia, 
under the authority of the S. C. of the Northern Jurisdiction of the 
U. S. : 

Philadelphia Sov.\ Consistory of S.\ P.\ R.*. S.-, 32d, — Chas. P. 
Anderson, 111. Com. in Chief ; Francis Blackburne, 1st Lieut Com. ; 
A. E. Stocker, 2d Lieut. Com. ; Jeremiah L. Hutchinson, Grand Mas- 
ter of Cer. 

Kilwinning Chapter of Rosb + H. R. D. M. — A. E. Stocker, M. 
W. ; J. L. Hutchinson, J. W. ; Francis Blackburne, M. of Cer. ; Chas. 
P. Anderson, C. of G. 

De Joinvillb Council of Princes of Jerusalem. — Wm. E. Har- 
pur, M. Eq. Sov. ; J. L. Hutchinson, G. H. P. ; F. Blackburne, J. G. 
W. ; A. E. Stocker, G. M. of Cer. ; Chas. P. Anderson, G. C. of G. 

Raymond Grand Lodge of Perfection. — J. L. Hutchinson, J. P. 
G. M. ; F. Blackburne, H. K. T. ; Chas. P. Anderson, S. G. W. ; A. 
E. Stocker, J. G. W. ; Wm. E. Harpur, G. M. of Cer. 


A Serious Loss. — We learn by the Mirror and Keystone, that M. 
W. G. P. M. Milnor has met with a great loss. A pickpocket relieved 
him of the magnificent gold magic-cased hunting watch presented to 
him by the Grand Lodge of the State of New York. The watch is 
heavily chased with Masonic emblems, the presentation inscription being 


Digitized by AjOOQle 



THE ASHLAR. 


81 


on the inner case. It was made by R. and G. Beeeley, No. 21029 ; 
and we trust that, should any of our readers see such a watch, they 
will notify Bro. Milnor, at the American Masonic Agency, 384 Broad- 
way, New York, without delay. Bro. M. has offered a reward of $75 
for its recoveiy. 

(EF* It is well known that many who have held high official positions 
in this country were Masons. Among this number was Andrew Jack- 
son. In 1830, when the anti-Masonic excitement terrified the timid, 
he returned the following answer to an invitation to be present at the 
laying of a corner stone in Alexandria, and visit with the Fraternity 
the tomb of Washington : 

“ I regret that the duties of my office will not allow me to avail myself of 
the polite invitation conveyed in your note of yesterday. It wonid afford me 
the highest pleasure to unite with my Masonic Brethren of this District in lay- 
ing the corner stone of a religious edifice, proposed to be built in Alexandria, 
and in marching afterwards, in form , to the tomb of Washington. The mem- 
ory of that illustrious Grand Master cannot receive a more appropriate honor 
than that which religion and Masonry nay it, when they send their votaries to 
his tomb, fresh from the performance or acts which they consecrate/* 

OF 8 * In a letter to R. P. Dunlap, G. G. H. P. of the G. G. Chap- 
ter of the U. S., in 1853, Simon Greenleaf, the well known jurist, 
said : “ You are already aware that during the war of the Revolution, 
there was a Lodge of Freemasons in the main army, called Washing- 
ton Lodge, of which my father, the late Captain Moses Greenleaf, of 
the eleventh Massachusetts regiment, was Master. I have often beard 
him mention the visits of the Commander-in-Chiof to his Lodge, and 
the high gratification they afforded to the officers and members, espe- 
cially as he came without ceremony, as a private Brother/ 1 


DF*“ In the early part of the 18th century, there were no Lodge 
lectures, so-called, hut “ Examinations .” The following are said to he 
some of the questions and replies: Q. “ Peace be here?” A. “I 
hope there is. Q. “ What o’clock is it?” A. 11 It is going to .six, 
or going to twelve.” Q. “Are you very busy?” A. “No.” Q. 
“Will you give or take?” A . “Both, or which you please.” Q. 
“ How go squares ?” A . “ Straight” Q. “ Are you rich or poor ?” 
A. “Neither.” Q. “Change me that?” A . “I will.” Q. “In 
the name of the King and Holy Church, are you a Mason?” A. “ I 
am so taken to he.” Q . “ What is a Mason?” A. A man begot 
by a man, horn of a woman, brother to a King.” Q. “ What is a 
fellow?” A . u A companion of a Prince.” 


(EF“ In Indiana and Kentucky the subordinate bodies have each hut 
one representative in the Grand Lodge. 


OF 3 * Bro. Wm. Beatty, aged 106 years, died at Mt Ephraim, Ohio, 
in May last. 
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A Good Retort. — In the time of the anti-Masonic excitement, some 
thirty years ago, an association of clergymen met in Connecticut, at the 
house of one of their number, where they partook of a dinner. It so 
happened that the host, a young man, just entered upon the duties of 
the ministry, was the only Mason present, and this fact was generally 
known. The guests were seated, a blessing asked, when the subject of 
Masonry was immediately introduced. A gray-headed clergyman, zeal- 
ous in his opposition, said with some warmth, “ I want nothing more 
than their constitutions, and authorized published statements of its 
members, to prove that Masonry is an iniquitous and hellish thing.” 
The host, who was carving a piece of roast beef, felt somewhat indig- 
nant at such an attack, but immediately replied, with apparent coolness : 
“ Tom Paine boasted that he wanted nothing but the New Testament 
to prove that Christianity was iniquitous and Christ an impostor.” 
The reply produced the desired effect. Nothing more was said about 
Masonry. 


Side degrees, we are pleased to see, find little favor in Virginia. 
The conferring of the Adoptive Rite has been prohibited by the Grand 
Lodge. 


A Big Mason. — We do not vouch for the truth of the following, 
from the Jackson Whig, Tenn. : 

“ The funeral sermon of Mr. Miles Darden, who died at his residence in Hen- 
derson county, will be preached on the fourth Sunday in this month, five mile* 
south-west from Lexington, Tennessee. The Masonic fraternity will be in 
attendance, in full regalia, on the occasion. The deceased was, beyond all 
question, the largest man in the world. Hi* height was seven feet six inches — 
two inches higher than Porter, the celebrated Kentucky Giant. His weight 
was a fraction over a thousand pounds. It required seventeen men to put him 
in his coffin. It took over one hundred feet of plank to make his coffin. He 
measured around the waist six feet four inches.” 


HF 8 * “ The ancient symbolical dress of a Master Mason was a yellow 
jacket and blue breeches, alludiug to the brass compasses with steel 
points, which were assigned to the Master or Grand Master, as the 
Governor of the Craft. But the real dress was a plain black coat and 
breeches, with white waistcoat, stockings, aprons and gloves. The 
officers of a Lodge were allowed the privilege of lining their aprons 
with white satin, and their jewels were pendant from a white ribbon.” 


0^“ During the anti-Masonic excitement in 1830, one Sam. G. An- 
derton, in Boston, swore that he saw a man murdered in cold blood, in 
a Lodge in Ireland, about the year 1813. The story was used for 
political capital, but was shortly after proved, conclusively, by the affida- 
vit of Geo. McKeny and other evidence, to be false, by showing that 
Anderton was not in Ireland at the time he stated, and that no such 
Lodge as he described existed. 
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To Subscribers who hate not paid for the Third Volume of 
The Ashlar, we would say : So kind enough, on the receipt of this 
number, to forward your subscription by letter, or hand it to our agent 
who may be near you. We have incurred a large expense for the cur- 
rent year, and need money. Letters can be directed to either Chicago 
or Detroit. 

To Agents.— W e would particularly request our agents, on the re- 
ceipt of this, to canvass, and collect money, and forward foe same to 
ns as soon as possible. 


Send the Names of New Subscribers. — We would earnestly re- 
quest subscribers, who wish to see our work prosper, to send us the 
names of new patrons. Brothers, if you can obtain but one name, for- 
ward it— we shall rejoice to put it on our list 

To those who owe for the 2nd Vol. — Brother, you cannot say we 
ask too much when we request you to forward to us at once, the amount 
of your indebtedness for The Ashlar. We pay cash for everything 
pertaining to our work, and in these hard times it is no easy matter to 
do so, if subscribers are delinquent. 


Q^^There are several subscribers commencing with this volume, 
who are to forward us the money on the receipt of this number. We 
trust they will do so punctually, as we are depending on their remit- 
tances. 


iEp-We have recently received notice from the Secretary of the 
Historical Society of Wisconsin, that we were elected a corresponding 
member. We are thankful for the favor conferred, especially as it was 
entirely unexpected. 

To the Secretaries of Lodges. — We would be greatly obliged to 
Secretaries of their Lodges for any statistics which they may forward 
to us. 

3 — vol. m. no. i. 
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Subscribe. — This number may be sent to some Brethren who are 
not subscribers. If so, we would thank them to lay the same before 
their Lodge, and see if they cannot procure some names for our list 


Our Engravings. — The beautiful steel plate engraving of P. G. H. 
P. Michael Shoemaker, which adorns this number, was executed in New 
York City by Messrs. A. H. Ritchie & Co. Our next number will 
contain one (made by the same artists,) of M. W. Jas. H. Hibbard, 
(with regalia,) Grand Master of Masons of Illinois. 


Advertise. — The Ashlar presents one of the best mediums for 
advertising in the North-west; particularly for those who wish to com- 
municate with merchants residing in the country. 


Send in Communications. — We request subscribers and others, 
who are so disposed, to send us communications for The Ashlar. — 
Send us accounts, celebrations, descriptions of Lodges, the names of 
officers of Masonic bodies, queries on Masonic Jurisprudence, poetiy, 
prose articles, &c., &c. They will be acceptable. 


The American Freemason — Stopped Publication. — By the last 
number of the American Freemason , heretofore published at Louis- 
ville, Ky., by Bro. Rob. Morris, we learn that it has stopped publica- 
tion in the middle of the volume. Bro. M. gives his reasons at length 
for thus abruptly terminating the existence of his periodical. It is 
owing, he says, to financial difficulties connected with the publication 
of the Universal Masonic Library. This, doubtless, is true, yet we 
cannot but believe, as his publisher, Bro. Brennan, says, that the Free- 
mason has been published at too cheap a rate. We know full well, 
from the experience in our own magazine, that such must be the case. 
We regret to see our contemporary thus fall by the way side, and we 
trust Bro. Morris will soon free himself from pecuniary embarrassment, 
and again be on the road to fortune. 

Bro. Brennan announces that he shall publish a magazine, to com- 
mence in January, under the name of the American Freemason , at 
three dollars per year— eighty pages. 


Masonic Bodies in Detroit. — Detroit Commandery, No. 1, John 
Gilbert, Jr., G. C. ; Thomas Anderson, Recorder. Regular meetings 
on Friday, on or before the foil moon. Council, N. B. Carpen- 

ter, T. J. — Monroe Chapter, No. 1, S. B. Morse, H. P. ; E. J. 
Wolly, Sec. Regular meetings on Thursday, on or before the full 
moon. — Peninsular Chapter, No. 16, H. S. Roberts, H. P. ; C. F. 
Davis, Sec. Regular meetings on Friday, on or before the foil moon. 
— Zion Lodge, No. 1, Dan. Anderson, W. M. Regulars on Wednes- 
day, on or before the foil moon. — Detroit, No. 2, E. A. Elliott, W. 
M. Regulars on Tuesday, on or before the full moon. — Union Lodge 
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of Strict Observance, No. 8, H. S. Roberts, W. M. Regulars on 
Monday, on or before the foil moon. — Ashlar Lodge, No. 91, George 
B. Ensworth, W. M. Regulars on Tuesday, on or before the full 
moon. — Charity Lodge, No. — , Joseph P. Whiting, W. M. Regu- 
lars on Monday, on or before the full moon. 


Information not proper to be communicator. — By the last num* 
her of the Freemason's Magazine , we see that Bro. Heard, the Grand 
Master of Massachusetts, has issued an order prohibiting the Secreta- 
ries of Lodges in his jurisdiction sending to Bro. J. F. Brennan, of 
Louisville, certain information which Bro. B., by circular, had request- 
ed them to do. We have not seen the circular, but if we are rightly 
informed as to its contents, we think the Grand Master of Mass, is 
right, and we trust Secretaries in this section of the country will act 
with discretion, and not reveal facts connected with their Lodges which 
are not proper to be laid before the public. 


KF*Tn the very kindly notice of our magazine, in the August num- 
ber of the Freemason's Monthly , (Saint John’s, N. B.,) Bro. Willis 
states that The Ashlar is published in Detroit, but he overlooks the 
feet of its simultaneous publication in both Chicago and Detroit Will 
Bro. W. 4 ‘ make a note of it?” 

Purchase op Mount Vernon. — The Fraternity of Richmond, Va., 
have originated a plan for the purchase of Mount Vernon, which, if 
taken hold of in earnest by the “ brothers of the mystic tie ” through- 
out the Union, cannot fail of success. The Dispatch says : The plan 
proposed is to get the subordinate Lodges to contribute $1 for each 
member. The price asked for the Mount Vernon estate is $200,000, 
and the Masonic statistics show that the Order numbers three hundred 
thousand ; so that if all the Lodges in the Union accede to the proposi- 
tion — and the probability is that they will — the purchase of Mount 
Vernon may be looked upon as a fixed fact. But the suggestion, as 
given out, does not stop here. * 

When the land which contains the last mortal remains of the immor- 
tal Washington is possessed by the Masons, they propose to present it 
to the State of Virginia, only reserving to the Oraer the right to meet 
around the tomb of the deceased Brother once every year, to celebrate 
his imperishable deeds, and to keep alive his great name. We have 
strong faith in this patriotic plan for the purchase of Mount Vernon, 
knowing, as we do, says the Dispatch , that the order from which it 
emanates are ever ready for good deeds, and never look back when they 
put their hands to the plough. Let every true Mason feel that the 
tomb of Washington can only be preserved from decay by his efforts, 
and but a few short months will roll by ere it will be the property of 
that State which gave him birth, and to whose keeping alone his ashes 
should be entrusted. 
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Written tor Tn Ashlar. 

THE WIDOW’S STORY. 

Vo Vro. Sb. C. Coffiniurt. 

^abt 5lc6t auf cure Sltlmofen, ba§ tyr bit nt$t gebet »or ben ?euten, baft 
tyr »on tynen gefeben merbet. ***** 
ffienn bu nun SWmofen aiebft, fottfl bu nfcfct laffen t>or bfr Dofaunett, »ie 
bie #eud)ler tbun in ben ©ctyulen unb auf ben ©ajfen auf ba§ fie son ben 
£eutcn ge^riefen foerben. ***** 

SBenn bu aber OTmofen gtebft, fo lag betne Ihtfe $anb nid^t tulffen, mi 
bie reebte tbut." 

Vide Translation Matthew VI : 1, 2, 8. 


“ How I do despise that old man!” said Mrs. Wheeler, addressing 
Mrs. Wilson, and looking after Judge Withrow, who had just passed 
along the side-walk under the window. 

“ Despise him !” said Mrs. Wilson, giving a peculiar emphasis to 
the pronoun him. 

“Yes, him. Why not?” 

“ Rather let me ask why? Mrs. Wheeler.” 

“ Well,” returned Mrs. Wheeler, “ I can scarcely say why ; but die 
other day, when the sewing circle was held at my house, he became 
the subject of conversation, by passing along the side-walk, as he has 
just this minute done, with that same straight, haughty dignity, and 
unbending self pride so peculiar to him, and we all agreed that he was 
a grouty, proud old aristocrat, and that he cared for no one but him- 
self.” 

“ Of course you could read his thoughts add tell who he cared 
for, and for whom he did not,” said Mrs. Wilson, ironically. “But 
pray tell me,” continued she, “ did any one know a single thing that 
could detract from his character, as a moral, a noble minded, and a 
humane man ?” 

“Well, yes,” replied Mrs. Wheeler, “ Harriet Smith said she had 
called upon him one day, last winter, with a subscription, soliciting a 
little aid to our sewing circle, and he evasively told her, that when he 
wished to dispense benefits, he would prefer not to sound a trumpet be- 
fore him. Now, don't you think that was very impudent, to say the 
least of it?” 

“ I wish,” replied Mrs. Wilson, her voice trembling with emotion, 
“ I had been here to defend the good old man.” 

“ Why, what do you mean ?” enquired Mrs. Wheeler in surprise. 

4 ‘ I mean to give honor where honor is due, and to rebuke such in- 
justice to one of the best and noblest of men. I can well bear witness, 
that he does not sound a trumpet before him when he goes to do good.” 

“ You surprise me still more ; he is not, certainly in any way con- 
nected with your husband’s family?” said Mrs. Wheeler, dropping her 
crotchet work into her lap, and looking inquiringly into Mrs. Wil- 
son’s face. 
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“ No, he is no family connection of his, nor mine/’ 

“ When and where, then, did you become acquainted with him ? I 
did not suppose that you had even spoken to him, much less did I sup- 
pose he was an intimate personal friend.” 

“ Nor is he. He has never spoken to me, nor I to him.” 

“ Do you know that he is a Freemason, Mrs. Wilson ?” 

“Yes, Ido.” 

“ How is it possible, then, that you can speak well of him, knowing 
him to be a Freemason? Why defend a black-hearted Mason?” 

“ Mrs. Wheeler, I will tell you why, and after I have told you, if 
you do not love the dear old man, you are not as good a woman as I 
have always given you credit for being.” 

“ Love him ? Mrs. Wilson, no, I shall never even respect a Free- 
mason, much less love one.” 

“ I think none the less of him on that account ; though I confess that 
I can remember when my blood ran cold at the name of Freemason ; 
but it is different now; I love the very word. To Judge Withrow I 
owe a debt of gratitude that nothing short of love can cancel.” 

“ For what do you owe him gratitude?” 

“ For peace of mind — for a home — for bread for my orphan child- 
ren — for plenty — and to crown all, for one of the best, the noblest of 
husbands.” 

“ Mrs. Wilson,” said Mrs. Wheeler, “ pray do explain yourself.” 

“ I will. You know that Mr. Clark, my first husband, was without 
means, and in fact very poor. He bought a lot in the suburbs of the 
village, and built a small nouse on it, which was not yet finished when 
he died. He had no means except such as resulted from his daily labor, 
which, through the most scrupulous economy, enabled him to pay for 
the lot, and the building, as far as it was completed. After his death 
I folly realized the responsibility of my position. An inexperienced 
widow, with two little children to provide for, the elder but five years 
old ; the winter approaching, and no provision for our subsistence. 
The only resource left me, to provide my children with bread, was to 
take in sewing and washing. There was so much competition in this 
line of business in our little village, that I could not get employment 
for one-half of my time. The consequence was that the first December 
storm caught me without fuel or food. I had not a friend or an ac- 
quaintance in the country. We had been but a short time in the State, 
and bad made no acquaintances. I had not a relative in the world 
but the uncle who had reared me, and he was very old and indigent, 
and was not within a thousand miles of me. 

“ On the 10th day of December, I had been two days without food. 
I had husbanded a few potatoes, the product of our little garden, for 
my starving children. Oh, Mrs. Wheeler 1” continued Mrs. Wilson, 
“you do not know the pangs of hunger, nor do you know the still 
deeper pangs, and withering anguish, that the cry of one’s offspring 
for bread, sends to the heart of the mother, when she has no bread to 
give. Alas 1 I do ; too well do I. 
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“ On the morning of the 10th of December, I divided the last morsel 
I had left between my two little ones, and put the last chips on the fire, 
of a box full which I had gathered the day before, when the snow 
commenced to fell. Without having eaten anything for two dayB, I 
went out through the snow storm to the grove, where I found some 
sticks and brush ; with these I started homeward. I had not gone far 
till I saw Judge Withrow, at a distance behind me, making his way 
toward the village. I then regarded him as a proud old man who 
cared for no one but himself. Embarrassed at my situation, I hid 
behind an old barn until he passed. I had every reason to suppose 
that if he knew me at all, he must dislike me ; for my husband had 
abused him. My husband was a warm anti-Mason : his zeal had led 
him, on one occasion, and that too but a short time before his decease, 
to ridicule the institution of Masonry in the presence of Judge With- 
row. This had no other effect than to produce a smile from the old 
man. My husband, as he informed me, became exasperated at bis 
coolness, and reproached the good old man as a Mason. He treated 
him very unkindly, and, from what be informed me, must have allowed 
his feelings to betray him into veiy imprudent and abusive language, to 
which the poor old man made no reply. 

“ I went home with my sticks and limbs, borrowed a loaf of bread 
from Mrs. Lisle, and, after a day of grief and despair, went to bed at 
dark. 

“ The next morning, upon rising, I found upon the floor, under a 
broken pane in the window, a sealed letter ; it contained a twenty dol- 
lar bank note, and ran thus : ‘ Poor woman, keep a stout heart, and an 
upright life. The virtuous have nothing to fear, though they may be 
poor. The poor have nothing to fear, if they are upright This is 
your money, and there is more in store, for the widow and the father- 
less, in the hour of need.’ 

“ I could scarcely believe my own senses. I wept with joy, and 
laughed like a maniac, until I startled my children with the vehemence 
of my joy. 

“ A little longer and this munificence would have been too late, for I 
was near the famishing point I had began to writhe under the 
‘ hunger pain,’ I had heard of as indicating the last suffering of feint- 
ing mortality among the ‘ famishing paupere of Ireland.* 

“ Ah 1 Mrs. Wheeler, fancy a scorpion gnawing at the heart- 
strings — fancy coals of fire applied to the naked flesh ! No, no, you 
cannot. It is only those who have felt death’s cold fingers stealing 
along their pulses, and his chill damp breath fanning their cheeks, that 
can know the pangs of starvation. 

“ Of the source of this gratuity, and the kind, the comforting, the 
blessed words, which the letter contained, I could not form the re- 
motest apprehension. But there they were. I was happy. 

“ From that day forward, the same blessed handwriting, accompa- 
nied by a like donation, and a few brief words of encouragement, peri- 
odically found its way through the broken pane of my window ; but the 
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kind hand that fed the widow and orphan was still unknown to dm. 
From that day, neither I nor my little ones wanted any thing. 

“ The spring came, and the price of flour arose to eleven dollars per 
barrel, ana was very scarce in the market. I would not, in fact, I 
could not, indulge in the luxury of wheat brad at such a price, and 
used Indian meal instead of flour, altogether. 

“ One day my little girl came running through the gate, shouting 
at the top of her voice, 4 O, Ma, I’ve got a piece of wheat bread ; I’ve 
got a piece of wheat bread 1’ Just as die entered the gate, Judge 
Withrow passed along. I was overwhelmed with mortification, for I 
knew he must have heard what the child said. 


“ The night following, about 12 o’clock, I was alarmed by a noise 
at the gate. I stole softly to my chamber window, and, concealing my- 
self behind the curtains, looked out The moon was at the full, and 
her pure silver light rendered objects almost as distinct as the noon- 
day ran. What was my surprise on seeing old Judge Withrow at the 
gate, straining every nerve to ease down a barrel from a wheel-barrow ¥ 
What could it mean ¥ I could not be mistaken in the person, although 
his back was toward me. At last, but with considerable noise, he 
succeeded in letting the barrel down to the ground, which, from the 
manner in which he handled it, appeared to be filled with some heavy 
substance. Panting with the exertion, the old man bared his head, 
and fanning himself with his hat, turned his face in the direction of the 
window, where I stood concealed. There he stood, the Good Samari- 


tan, for nearly a minute, the moonlight felling fall upon his broad fore- 
head and flushed face, and giving a silvery brilliancy to his white hair 
as it yielded in fitful fiutterings to the motions of his hat, with which 
he fanned fresh currents of air into his face. Laying his hat upon 
the wheel-barrow, he softly opened the gate. He rolled the barrel to 
the gate, and then commenced another struggle to raise it over the 
threshold. His effort was unsuccessful ; the barrel rolled back. After 
some time thus spent in vain, the poor old man arose from his labor, 
rad wiping the perspiration from his forehead with his pocket handker- 
chief, be again stood some time. After several fruitless efforts, he at 
last succeeded, and rolled the barrel along the grassy door-yard, till 
he got out of my sight. Shortly afterwards I heard it rolling on the 
floor of the little stoop, in the rear of the house. He soon re-appeared, 
rad taking a paper from his pocket, he stole softly up to the window, 
rad threw it in at the broken pane. He then shut the gate, and tak- 
ing his wheel-barrow, started toward his home. I watched him as he 
retired, till his form in the moonlight, as seen through the tears that 
filled my eyes, seemed to dissolve into a halo of sparkling gems of 
light 

“ I could sleep no more that night After some time I went below, 
rad found the note under the broken pane. It was in the same plain 
handwriting, and ran thus : * There is bread for the widow and the 
orphans. They shall not want Be of good cheer.’ 

“ In the morning I found a barrel of flour on my porch. The secret 
was out as to whose was the kind hand that had been supporting me 
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and my babes, when there was no eye to bear witness, save that All- 
Seeing Eye, which is ever awake to take note of such goodness. 

“ But, Mrs. Wheeler,” continued Mrs. Wilson, “you can never 
know the anguish of my mind, on discovering my benefactor. I re- 
proached myself severely, as I reflected, and called to mind with what 
bitter feeling, almost amounting to hatred, I had regarded the dear old 
man. While such feelings were rankling in my breast, no doubt be 
was devising plans to supply the orphan with bread, in secret, in obe- 
dience to that Divine direction, * Let not thy left hand know what 
thy right doeth.’ ” 

“My dear Mrs. Wilson,” said Mrs. Wheeler, her eyes suffused 
with tears, “ I shall never forgive myself for thus having misjudged 
this good old man. Indeed, how people will talk about those whose 
merits they cannot know.” 

“Think of it; only think of it, Mrs. Wheeler,” continued Mrs. 
Wilson, “ only think of my children being fed by the man who had 
been called ‘proud old aristocrat — black-hearted Freemason ’ — by 
their father. He had been told by my husband, the parent of my little 
ones, that he was no better than a murderer — that he would not be- 
lieve him or any other Mason under oath : still, he had money for the 
wife, and bread for the offspring, of the man who had thus insulted 
him.” 

“It was noble in him; many a man having seen you gathering 
sticks, would never have given you a second thought,” said Mrs. 
Wheeler. 

“ Yes, and when my child came screaming with joy that she got a 
piece of wheat bread, how readily his benevolent soul interpreted her 
joy, and traced it to its true cause. With what a thrill it must have 
appealed to his great heart to have led him to penetrate my situation 
from so slight a circumstance. This shows how diligently his heart 
keeps vigil for suffering humanity while on his mission of mercy. I 
could stoop down and kiss the dust of his feet Mrs. Wheeler, tell the 
sewing circle that God will bless Judge Withrow, notwithstanding 
their decision to the contrary. 

“ Thus was I supplied till Mr. Wilson and I were married. Since 
then I have been a rich man’s wife. I am proud to own that my pres- 
ent husband is a Freemason. When he sued for my hand, I told him 
that I would remain a widow or marry a Freemason, and that until he 
became a member of the Order his suit must prove unavailing. He 
then told me that he had long been a Mason, and that he was indebted 
to that circumstance for his acquaintance with me, as it was in the 
Lodge he had first heard my name mentioned by Judge Withrow, 
whose eloquent pleadings for the widow and orphans had directed his 
attention and, ultimately, his affections toward me. And in this man- 
ner I learned that I and my children had long been objects of the espe- 
cial care and solicitude of the Lodge.” 

“ I will never say another word against the Freemasons again,” 
said Mrs. Wheeler; “and I will persuade my husband to join the 
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Lodge, if be is not afraid that the Church might reprehend such a step. 
You almost make me love old Judge Withrow.” 

“ Well you may,” said Mrs. Wilson. “ But little does ho need our 
love ; — he has the brave, manly love of the strong hearts of his breth- 
ren, over whom he presides. They idolize him. They love him with 
an affection surpassing woman’s love. Their love is an offering to tho 
truth of his noble soul ; — their love is that homage which true hearts 
pour out upon the shrine of purity and goodness. His is that fame 
among his brethren which, like his own good deeds, is not the less glo- 
rious from being earned and enjoyed in secret, and not the less 
pure from not having floated on the breath of the babbling multitude — 
not the less dazzling from being locked up as precious gems in the faith- 
ful bosoms of his brethren.” 

Constantine , June 12, 1857. 


Engraving or Grand Master Hibbard. — A. H. Ritchie & Co., of 
New York City, are executing for us a beautiful steel plate engraving of 
M- W. Jas. H. Hibbard, Grand Master of Illinois, which will appear 
in the next number of The Ashlar. 


Bro. Rob. Morris, ex-Editor of the American Freemason , has 
taken up his residence in New York, whexe he will devote himself ex- 
clusively to the publication of the Universal Masonic Library . 


We see that several leading publishers of New York and Philadel- 
phia, are making preparations for the publication of the Life of Elisha 
Kent Kane , M. B. Washington Irving, Bancroft the Historian, and 
several other leading names in the literary world, appear on the pros- 
pectus. The work will be published at the low price of $1.50, in 
order to give it a wide and extensive circulation. 


An Intiresting Masonic Bible. — The Freemasons of the 46th 
British Regiment, now stationed at Windsor, England, have in their 
possession the original Bible belonging to Lodge No. 227 of the Irish 
Constitution, once in existence in that Corps, upon which George 
Washington — afterward Commander-in-Chief of the army of the United 
States — was initiated into the rites of Freemasonry. This book was 
taken in battle in 1777, during the American war, by our troops, and 
honorably restored to the Lodge of the 46th, with a military 'escort as 
a guard of honor. 

While Washington, as M. W. G. M., was officiating at the ceremony 
of laying the corner-stone of the Capitol on the 18th of September, 
1798, a physician present offered him the onlyumbrella in the company, 
to shield him from the rays of the sun. He declined the proffered 
courtesy, with the remark, “ Take it to the ladies, Doctor; I have been 
exposed to the sun before in the course of my life.” 
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LIFE. 

Ok a snow-white cot, overs trown with roses, 

Rich in Nature's bloom, an infant child reposes ; 

Clasping in its chubby hands little buds and flowers ; 
Striving, in its innocence, to while away the hours. 

Crowing and weeping, 

Laughing and sleeping. 

In a toilet chamber, tilled with combs and brushes. 

Close before her mirror a modest maiden blushes ; 

Thinking of her sweet-heart, dreaming of the ball, 

And wondering if her “Alfred" will ever come at all. 
Laughing and sighing, 

Sometimes half crying. 

In the social parlor a finished lady sits. 

Simpers to her lover and gives piano “ fits," 

Speaks of Scott and Handel, and wonders if the fire, 

That bums in Byron's poems, came from old Sappho's lyre ; 
And with amorous glances, 

Her suit she advances. 

In tavern and bar- room, an evening hour to pass, 

Step two fast young gentlemen, and take a social glass; 
Mianight overtakes them and quickly past them flies, 
Weeping at the wine-^rops sparkling in their eyes. 

Still they're drinking, laughing, 

Still they're quaffing, quaffing. 

In a pent-up closet, filled with books and paper. 

Sits an author writing by a penny taper, 

Hoping they'll reward him for his midnight pains, 

By giving him a breakfast for an ounce of brains. 

So he toils and labors, 

For their paltry favors. 

In his airy office, in a pleasant street, 

Sits an office-holder, looking trim and neat, 

Sleek as any alderman is his polished crown, 

He's wondering if the people will ever vote him down, 

For cutting a dash, 

With other men's cash. 


In a wretched garret sits a sewing girl, 

Many a trace of beauty lingers 'mong her curls. 

But want has left his footmark upon her polished brow, 

And the eyes that were so brilliant are dull with weeping now ; 
Yet, by the dim light, 

She stitches all night. 

See that orphan beggar standing in the street. 

Begging for a morsel of something fit to eat ; 

Push her in the gutter, not a shilling give, 

My God ! what impudence 1 what ngnt has she to live 1 
Never mind her crying, 

Though she's starving, dying. 
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See that well-dressed dandy standing in the hall, 

Bowing to the ladies as he makes his evening call ; 

And they, poor silly playthings, fear more to give offence 
To this fashionable lap-dog than to a man of sense ; 

So they glitter and flash, 

And admire his moustache. 

In a darkened chamber, on a lowly bed, 

Lies a lovely maiden, beautiful, but dead ! 

In the lonely watches of the winter's night, 

With only one beside her, her spirit took its flight— 

From earth up to Heaven, 

Her sins are all forgiven. 

O ! such are we poor mortals, 6uch is this short life, 

Full of joy and sorrow, full of toil and strife ; 

The world was made for happiness, but misery and woe 
Usurped our fair dominions, and bound us long ago ; 

First they left their curses. 

Then bound our hearts and purses. 

But better times are coming, and ’t will be a happy day 
When the heart shall be the index, and justice has her sway ; 
And wrong will then be banished forever, and I know 
That all might be much happier if all would will it so. 

Then let us try, Brother, 

To help one another. 


Ix these days of Editorial Sorcery, when, with a wave of that modern magic 
wind— the Pair, golden or 6teel, gutta percha or quaint old quill, — chairs and 
tables, drawers and baskets, and no end of other articles of furniture, are, like 
the apostles of old, endowed with the “ gift of tongues ” — or, as worthy Major 
Crabs tick corrects us, like Balaam's ass or modern spiritualism, made the in- 
terpreters of “ sper'ts ’n things," — it has seemed good to “ us ” of The Ash- 
ta, to try our hand at a little private diablerie , and as a result, we present our 
Riders with a few " Raps of our Mallet." And although we have not 
attempted to bestow upon our instrument the gift of speech, we hope to find it 
not only admirably adapted to call our readers to order, while we “ speak out 
in meetin’ ” occasionally, but also to help us divest those “ stray waifs ” and 
M little-or-nothings,” which are the spice of journalism, of their rough and 
superfluous parts, thereby fitting them for our readers’ entertainment, and ena- 
bling them to give zest and symmetry to our miscellaneous department. So 
mote it be! 

Shillabeb, with whom every body and his wife have become acquainted, 
through the colloquial eccentricities of Mrs. Partington, says : It was a theory 
of the late lamented Dr. Dariom that the earth was an immense monster — 
living, breathing, sleeping, feeding — and this line of Coleridge’s — 

** As if this earth in (hst thick pants were breathing,” 
gives an idea that the monster also wore clothes — pants at least, and fast (or 
tight) thick pants at that. Winter garments probably ; it would undoubtedly 
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wear thin pants in summer. The theory does not seem so absurd when we 
know that the moon has limbs, and we triumphantly ask the question, why may 
not the earth as well ? 

Mentioning this at table t’ other day, led the conversation upon the theory 
of correspondences between earth and man, whereupon it was surprising to 
witness with what readiness the comparisons were traced ; and it hardly needed 
the statement vouched for by the Scientific American , that from the blood of 
forty-two men sufficient iron to make a ploughshare could be extracted, to show 
that the metal was found in the veins of both earth and man ; not to remember 
the saying of a California miner, that “gold was found in pockets in the 
breeches of the mountain.” And although brass is found neither in the “ bow- 
els of the earth,” nor of man, where will wo find it in greater abundance than 
on the face of either ? They have their favorite “ drinks both smoke and 
swallow ; and, to complete the theory, as “ man is an animal that laughs/’ ac- 
cording to an old writer, so, also, according to Douglas Jerrold, the earth 
laughs—" with a harvest, when tickled with a hoe.” 


Oliver Wendell Holmes, the Poet-Editor, in his piquant lines entitled 
The Dilemma f makes some such blunder as the enthusiastic youth, who, describ- 
ing one of his lady acquaintances, said, “ She's got one of the blackest eyes 
you ever looked into,” and was immediately asked, what was the color of the other 
one f Holmes, who is in quite a quandary on the subject of black eyes or blue, 
has a vision in which he sees twenty lovers, ten of whom had hung themselves 
for orbs of 

“ Heavenly bine, 

While ten aocused the darker true.” 

Finding a decision impossible, he does what all sensible men do when they can't 
decide for themselves, that is, consults a woman ; but deeming her judgment 
somewhat warped, 

“ Asked a maiden ; back she'flnng 
The locks that round her forehead hung, 

And turned her eye, a glorious one, 

Bright as a diamond in the sun, 

On me, until beneath its rays, 

1 felt as if my hair would blase ; 

She liked all eyes but eyes of green ! 

She look’d at me ; what could She mean?” 

What does he mean ? we ask. That the lady was a lineal descendant of 
Neptune and Amphytritc ? That her fore-fathers used to swing the sledge in 
Vulcan's smithy ? That, in 6hort, she traced her genealogy back to the origi- 
nal Cyclops 1 Wo should press a reply, but our readers will agree with us, 
that a man who can write the following, should not be held responsible for 
aught else he may say : — 

Now, by the bless’d Paphian Queen, 

Who heaves the breast of sweet sixteen ; 

By every name I cut on bark 
Before my morning star grew dark ; 

By Hymen’s torch, by Cupid’s dart, 

By all that thrills the beating heart ; 

The bright, black eye, the melting blue— 

I cannot chooee between the two.” 

That Dr. Holmes is as touching as piquant, as wise as witty, our readers do 
not need our word of attestation, still we cannot forbear these one or two ex- 
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cerpta from a poem reed by him at the late triennial festival of the Alnmni of 
Harvard. Speaking of this poem, by- the- way, oar Prose-Poet of the Sanset 
Land, Benj. F. Taylor, Esq., of the Evening Journal, whose “ Home-Made 
Chips ” have kindled the flame of better feeling in many a cold aad desolate 
heart, — a breath would make that heartA a more appropriate place for a flame — 
says it vibrates like a pendulum, u 'twixt a smile and a tear/' as now he 
softens into 

“ We have been playing many an boor, and tkr away we’ve strayed, 

8ome laughing in the cheerful son, some lingering In the shade; 

And some have tired, and laid them down where darker shadows Ml— 

Dear as her loving voice may be, they cannot hear its ceil.” 

And now he sparkles out in, 

41 What dreams we’ve had of deathless name, as scholars, statesmen, bards, 

While Fame, the lady with the tramp, held up her picture cards ! 

Till, having nearly played our game, she gaily whispered : 4 Ah ! 

I said you should be something grand— you’ll soon be grand papa.’ ” 

Or, 

“ What maidens met us on our way, and clasped us hand in hand ! 

What cherabe— not the legless kind, that fly, bnt never stand ! 

How many a youthful head we’ve seen put on its silver crown ! 

What sodden changes heck again to youth’s empurpled brown ! 

We’ve seen the little tricks of life, Its varnish and veneer, 

Its stucco-front of character flake off and disappear ; 

We’ve learned that oft the brownest hands will heap the biggest pile, 

And met with many a * perfect brick ’ beneath a rimless 4 tile.’ 

We’ve tried reform— and chloroform— and both have turned our brain ; 

When France called up the photograph, we roused the foe to pain ; 

Just so those earlier sages shared the chaplet of renown— 

Hen sent a bladder to the clouds, ours brought their lightning down.” 

Then ho sobers down into a bit of wholesome advice : 

u Don't be too savage with the boys— the Primer does not My 
The kitten ought to go to church because 1 the eat doth prey.’ 

The law of merit and of sge is not the rale of three; 

Non constat that A. M. should prove as busy as A. B. 

When Wise the fhther tracked the son, ballooning through the skies, 

He taught a lesson to the old— go thou and do like Wise 1” 

And again he moves grandly off with, 

“ Bat Mrer sights have met our eyes, and broader lights have shone, 

Since others lit their midnight lamps, where once we trimmed our own j 
A thousand trains that flap the sky with flags of rushing fire, 

And, throbbing in the Thunderer’s hand, Thought’s million-chorded lyre. 

We’ve seen the sparks of Empire fly beyond the mountain bars, 

Till, glittering o’er the western wave, they joined the setting stars; 

And ocean trodden into paths that trampling giants ford, 

To find the planet’s vertebrae and sink its spinal cord.” 


** It is almost a pity that 4 large* and * great* are not synonomoas, for so 
opinions coaid be estimated by the poand. Think as we may, the words of one 
who kicks the beam at two hundred fifty, are weightier than those uttered by 
the ma nikin who pats lead in his shoes to keep the breezes from taking 
liberties, and blowing him quite away. It is a perilous piece of business for a 
large man to do a mean thing, for the taller he is, the more petty his deed. A 
little chattering soul in a huge body is like a swallow in a bam : the twitter 
takes up more room than the bird.** 

Thus Ben, but we have, and so, no donbt, have most of oar readers, a 
respect for large men — great, stalwart fellows, with deep, heavy voices — with 
grand, lion-like heads, broad foreheads and breasts which one feels like measur- 
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mg by the acre— confident of their yielding heavy crops of sympathy and sup- 
port ; of there lurking no petty weeds of envy or meanness in their broad 
domain. Such an one, in a jovial mood describing his heart, likened the 
action of its valve to the flapping to and fro of a barn-door on a windy day ! 

But if we have a weakness for strong men, Juan Bub de Hita hits off our 
sentiments respecting the ladies, as thus : 

“ In a little precious stone what splendor meets the eyes ! 

In a little lamp of sugar how much of sweetness lies T 
So in a little woman love grows and multiplies : 

You recollect the proverb says — ‘ A word unto the wise.’ 

A pepper corn is very small, but seasons every dinner 

More than all other condiment, although ’t is sprinkled thinner ; 

Just so a little woman is, If Lore will let von win her — 

There ’» not a joy in all the world you will not find within her. 

And as within the little rose you find the richest dyes, 

And in a little grain of gold much price and value lies, 

As from a little balsam much odor doth arise. 

So in a little woman there ’s a taste of paradise. 

The skylark and the nightingale, though small and light of wing. 

Yet warble sweeter in the grove than all the birds that sing ; 

And so a little woman, though a very little thing, 

Is sweeter fkr than sugar, and flowers that bloom in spring.” 


“ Smiling as a basket of chips/' was a comparison ofrener used in our boy- 
hood days than understood, but more beautiful than a smile are the “ Home- 
Made Chips/' to which we have elsewhere alluded, and which we scatter here 
nd there one, like fragments of sandal-wood, shedding a fragrance over our 
pages. “ Chips from the old block" are they in truth — parts and parcels of 
the man’s soul, showing, like the fresh fracture in the sparkling mineral, the 
direction and beauty of his mind-strata ; or, more accurately, exhibiting in 
their chance polish the fine grain and exquisite tints of the purent tree. Take 
this as a " specimen-brick" of the "chips 

“ That is a pleasant story told of the invention of harmonic strings. Pytha- 
goras, who believed that the spheres made music, inaudible to mortals, was 
listening to the chime of four merry blacksmiths, as their hammers fell, in 
harmony, upon the ringing anvils ; and so now we have from the thrilled 
string, beneath the soft, white hand, the sweet echo of the footsteps of toil. 
Those old blacksmiths were beating out the shield, or shaping the sword, or 
curving the pruning hook, and all the while the music of the hammers kept 
playing on. It was like the Norseman Eric, who sang an anthem while he 
forged his armor, and 

‘ Made his simple smithy 
Glorious with the martial rhyme.’ 

“ So always have the sweetest melodies that float around the world like 
voices out of Heaven, been the footfall or the heart-beat of Nature ; whether 
the tempest fords God's JEgean sea, on the stepping stones of cloud, or the 
singing sparrow’s breath floats out upon the air, and music, everywhere, is the 
audible work and worship of the world. 

“ It is a curious thought, that the great translators of the dialect of Heaven 
—the Mozarts and Handels and Jubals of all time — have caught their notes 
from the hammers of Tubal Cain, or the murmur of running streams, or the 
winds sighing among the reeds, or the songs of singing birds ; that should there 
be a Bird Convention, upon a summer's day, by a flowing river, near a ring- 
ing forge, and some master-piece that has rolled a tide of melody through 
mighty minsters, were performed, its author would be pronounced a faithful 
listener — ‘only this and nothing more.' How the room would claim its 
warble, and the brown thrasher recognize its own; that bell-note, Robert 
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OTjiBCoht would catch up and repeat, and the quail whittle back its little share 
of the song, The soft-sighing winds would echo a tone, now and then ; the 
stream through the reeds murmur on with its own ; the hammers beat out a 
battle-like strain, and the rain on the roof wash away a whole bar of * the 
score.’ 

“ So when the anthem was ended, it would all be drifted, like the down of 
the thistle, back to Nafhre and Labor again. The lark would go up with a 
carol, and the little ground sparrow fly away with a note, and die music be 
scattered abroad ” 

The following from a Scotch paper will be read with interest. The writer 
is giving an account of a meeting with a real acquaintance of Burns, who 
spoke sensibly of his character and genius. He says, “ I happened, in the 
presence of this old. man, to be singing, in my own way, the * Farewell to the 
Mason’s Lodge, Tarbolton.’ ‘ Haud your tongue, man, and no spoil that 
sang,’ quoth he, *1 heard it once sung to perfection, and canna think to hear 
onybody abuse it.’ 1 And where happened ye to hear it V said L * I heard it,’ 
said he, with emphasis, * the first time it was sung in this kintra.’ ‘ Te couldna 
do that,’ said I, ‘ for Burns himself sung it in Tarbolton the first time it was 
sung in public.’ * Aye, did be man, and I sat at his right hand/ quoth the old 
man. I made some inquiries about several things connected with the meetings, 
which inquiries he answered in the following manner : 4 It was a great treat to 
see and hear Bums that night. There was a number o’ us belonging to the 
Lodge wha had been often meeting wi’ him and making speeches, and we thought 
it was a pity to see him gaun awa’ without hearing us in such a shape as to bo 
sensible o’ our greatness. We met, and looked out subjects for our speeches — 
every one taking up his favorite theme. We met and rehearsed our pieces, to 
our aiu satisfaction. The night cam when we were to have a farewell meeting 
of the Lodge, in honor o’ his gaun awa’. There were about ten o’ us sat that 
nicht as if we had been at a burial. We were sae fa’ o* our speeches we durstna 
open our mouths for fear some bit o* them would fa’ out. I had repeated mine 
twice or thrice to mysel’, and suppose the rest were doing tbe same thing. We 
had determined to astonish the bard for ance, so as he might hao mind o’ us 
when far frae us. He was late in coining that night — a thing quite uncommon 
wi’ him. He came at last. I never in my life saw such an alteration on ony- 
body. He looked bigger like than usual, and wild like. His een seemed stem, 
and his cheeks fa’n in. He sat down in the chair, as Master. He looked round 
at ns. I thought that he looked through me, and I lost the grip o’ the begin- 
ning o' my speech, and for the life o’ me could I get it again that night. He 
apologized for being late. He had been getting a' things ready for going abroad. 
He could get to us no sooner. He intended to have said something to us, but 
it had gone from him. He had composed a song for the occasion, and would 
sing it. He looked round on us and burst into a song, such as I never heard 
before or since. If ever a sang was sung, it was that ane. O man, when he 
came to the last verse, where he says — 

“ A last request permit me here, 

When yearly ye assemble a’, 

One round , I ask It wi’ a tear. 

To him the Bard that's far awa." 

That last sight o’ him will never leave my mind. He arose and burst into 
tears. They werena sham ones. It was a queer sight to see sae mony men 
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burst out like bubbly boys and blubber in spite o' themsel. Soon after the song 
be said he could stay no longer. Wishing us all well, he took his leave, as we 
thought, forever. We sat and looked at each other, full as we were wi* great 
speeches. Nane o' them came to the light that nicht. The greatness o' Burns 
was not understood by onybody ; but there is a feeling remains I wadna like to 
part wi*.' I looked on this auld man as a great man. I respected his state o’ 
mind, and excused him for not being pleased wi’ my singing, although it was 
my attempt at it which brought out his great speech." 


Book Notices. — From D. B. Cooke & Co., through our good friend and 
Bro., Geo. Davis, we are in receipt of the following new publications : 

Eros and Anteros, or the Bachelor’s Ward , by Judith Canute. If the reader is 
no more of a classical scholar than ourself, he will doubtless fed obliged to us 
for informing him that eras is Greek for love; and the title would redd just as 
euphoniously to our ears, and certainly more gnosticaily if written. Love or no 
Love. As the name implies, the story is of the heart— that " harp of a thou- 
sand strings," whose discords and harmonies are as numberless, in their varied 
changes, as the sands upon the shore. And, as the title would also indicate, 
the style is slightly * hifalutin,' if we may be allowed the expression ; but as the 
first attempt of the writer, it should be looked on, as the spring-time blossom, 
giving promise of a worthy harvest. When time shall have tamed down the wan- 
ton wealth of imagery in which her pen runs riot ; when contact with the world, 
and living men and women, shall have marred its delicate point, mayhap, but 
rendered its sketchings more truthful, its lines broader and nearer our standard 
of human t ttj perfection, we may then look for something more fitting to be sent 
us, as this was, in company with 

Two Years Ago, by the Rev. Chas. Kingsley. Of the works of a man, in 
whose particular walk there is no peer, it would, perhaps, be a work of super- 
erogation for us to attempt a criticism. Those who have read the reverend 
author’s Westuxird, Sol his Alton Locke, and a decade, we had said, of others, 
and are familiar with the breezy freshness, the out-door air and f healthy ani- 
malism ' of his style, need no commendation of ours to make them eager 
readers of this. 

Chile con Came, or the Camp and the Field , by S. Compton Smith, is a per- 
sonal narrative of those wild scenes of camp life, of which the Mexican war 
was a very hot bed, and records of which we are surprised at not meeting 
oftener. Full of exciting, rollicking adventure, told with a happy, devil-may- 
care ease of style, begotten, as were the subjects, in the brusque, sometimes 
ludicrous, often tragic, episodes of a soldier’s life, the book is the most readable, 
of its character, that we have seen for some time. 

The Athelings, No. 207, of Harper’s Select Library, is one of those re-prints 
upon which this House (Harper Bros.) have built such a reputation. Mrs. Oli- 
phant, the authoress, is one of the best of our trans-Atlantic lady-novelists, 
and it is sufficient to make known that the present volume first appeared in 
Blackwood's, to claim for it the attention of the reading public. 
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MASONIC QUACKERY. 


Respecting the origin and early history of Masonry, men differ, and 
probably will continue to differ. While some date its birth with the 
creation of the world, others trace it back to an age enveloped by the 
mist of time. “The erection of Solomon’s temple,” said Bro. De 
Witt Clinton, “the retreats of the Druids, and the Crusades to the 
holy land, have been, at different times, specially assigned as sources 
of its existence. The order, harmony and wonders of creation, the 
principles of mathematical science, and the productions of architectural 
skill, have been confounded' with Freemasonry. Wherever a great 
philosopher has enlightened the ancient world, he has been resolved, by 
a species of moral metempsychosis, or intellectual chemistry, into a 
Freemason ; and in all the secret institutions of antiquity, the footsteps 
of Lodges have been traced by credulity.” Various as are the opinions 
4 — vol. m. no. h. 
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relative to the infancy of Masonry, no one the least acquainted with 
history, can fail to trace her through centuries to a remote period. Her 
principles and virtues, he recognizes among the good of every age ; on 
her roll, he reads the names of illustrious men whose lives have left an 
unfading halo around their memory ; and on the pages of her history 
he beholds the record of her beneficent deeds, dating back to the 
obscure past. More than this, — if he rightly comprehends the Institu- 
tion and its design, he regards it as the most perfect establishment ever 
conceived and erected by man. He respects it for its antiquity, but he 
reveres it for its purity and its intrinsic worth. It is not to him a 
mouldy relic of a barbarous age, unsuited to the present wants of man- 
kind ; it is not a society which has accomplished its mission, and is fit 
only to be buried with decent ceremonies. It is a system perfect in 
itself ; no age can improve it, and yet it is adapted to every age and 
every people ; and it is as young and vigorous now as it was centuries 
ago, and as capable of producing results beneficial to the human race. 
Such we believe to be the opinion of Masons who value our time-hon- 
ored Order, and desire to promote its interests. 

In these times of change and progress, it is a serious consideration 
for each Brother — how he can best guard our society in its purity, and 
advance its prosperity. On this point, we can but reiterate the senti- 
ment we have before expressed, and call upon the Craft to stay the 
hand of innovation that is seeking by specious devices, to engraft new 
views and degrees upon Masonry, which, if successful, will certainly 
sound her death knell. This is not all that should be done at the 
present time. An effort should be made to check a growing evil which 
is bringing the Institution into disrepute, and causing many good mem- 
bers to become disgusted with it. 

There are other means than the introduction of spurious degrees and 
new tests, to inflict a blow on Masonry and injure her welfare. One 
of the most specious and successful, which manifests itself in various 
forms, is what we have appropriately termed Masonic Quackery . 
This is increasing to such an extent, especially in the Western States, 
that the period has arrived when, not only to guard from reproach the 
reputation of our Order, but for the protection of the Craft, some active 
steps should be taken to arrest the wrong. In the class who thus 
make dupes of the Fraternity, we place the imposter, and the dishonest 
or ignorant member who uses Masonry to advance his own pecuniary 
fortune, without regard to her character or interests. Scarcely a day 
passes that the Craft in the cities and large towns, on the great travelled 
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thoroughfares, are not called upon by some beggar asking charity m a 
Mason. A great proportion of these professed mendicants are arrant 
imposters — many of them expelled Masons. Another class are mem- 
bers of the Order, who find begging an easy way of paying their ex- 
penses. A few months since, when returning from St. Paul, we 
stopped at Hastings, where we received a description of an old man 
whose locks were whitened with age, and whose modest manners and 
amiable countenance bad won the confidence of the Brethren. He 
claimed to be a Mason — asked assistance as such. It was given, and 
he went on bis way, rejoicing. We thought no more of the matter, till 
the same account greeted our ears at two or three other {daces at which 
we stopped on our way down the Mississippi. From the facts which 
came to our knowledge, we were led to suspect that the beggar was 
making dupes of his benefactors. Fortunately, we met the old man on 
board a steamboat shortly after, whom we knew at once from the 
description which had been given of him. We entered into convent* 
lion with him, and discovered before its close, that he had been travel- 
ling about at the expense of the Fraternity, stopping at the principal 
places along his rente, representing that he was destitute, and getting 
by this means all the money he could induce the Craft to bestow on 
him. We have no doubt that at the time we saw him, he had a large 
surplus on hand. This man may have been a Mason. If so, he be- 
longed to a class not less dangerous, and not less to be guarded against, 
than the expelled member, or the mendicant who never saw the inside 
of a Lodge room. The evil which we are considering, can only be 
checked by proper caution and discreet action. This is all that is 
required, and aU that we commend. Let it not be thought that we 
would close the ears of the Craft to appeals for assistance, or that we 
would harden their hearts when asked for charity. God forbid ! Lot 
their ears be as keen as ever to hear the request of a Brother, and let 
their hearts beat as warmly as heretofore for the sufferings and injuries 
of their fellows ; but let a sound judgment guide their hand in bestow- 
ing charity, and the burdens of which they now complain, will be 
greatly lessened. “The misplacing of a benefit,” said a sage, “ is 
worse than the not receiving of it ; for the one is another man’s fault, 
but die other is mine. The error of the giver does oft-times excuse 
the ingratitude of the receiver ; for a favor ill-jflaced is rather a profu- 
sion than a benefit It is the most shameless of losses, an inconsider- 
ate bounty.” Grand and subordinate bodies can do but comparatively 
little to arrest the evil which now claims our attention. Each Brother 
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dispenses his charity as he thinks best, and he most judge in almost 
every instance what he will give, and on whom it shall be bestowed. 
Ponder this well, Brother, and when yon complain, consider if the 
remedy is not in your own hands, and whether it is not your duty to 
apply it. 

Another species of Masonic Quackery , which can be more easily 
arrested, is the obtaining of money from the Craft for subscriptions to 
books which are destined never to see the light, or are published as 
Masonic, but are of baneful tendency — and for various kinds of regalia 
and emblems which possess a small pecuniary value, are calculated only 
to mislead the Craft and deprave their taste, and are sold at an enor- 
mous profit. By this class, the Fraternity has been duped to their 
sorrow. But a few months since, a woman promising to publish a 
a Masonic magazine at Chicago, travelled through the State of Illinois, 
was everywhere courteously received, and collected a large amount of 
money for subscriptions. She published but one or two numbers, with 
which she supplied a portion of her subscribers, and then, without any 
explanation, abandoned the work. Thus the matter rests to this day. 
We have not space, nor is it necessary, to enumerate the many .instances 
of a similar nature which have come to our notice. They are already 
too well known to the Craft. 

The pernicious consequences which result from these impositions are 
obvious. In the minds of many good members of the Order, and 
especially in the estimation of the newly initiated, the character of 
Masonry is lessened. They see it made the instrument of evil, when 
it claims to possess a sure and safe means of guarding against imposi- 
tion. By such tricks and trafficking, its character is sullied, and its 
fair feme appears cheap, if not worthless. Another baneful result, and 
one of much importance, is, that it leads Masons who have been 
deceived, to withhold their aid from worthy Masonic publications and 
projects which command their approbation. 11 A burnt child dreads 
the fire,” and many Masons who have been swindled two or three times 
by subscribing for books which are never published, do not discrimi- 
nate between works worthy of patronage, and those which should 
receive only condemnation. 

While each individual Brother may exert a powerful influence in 
removing this species 6f Masonic Quackery , Grand Lodges and their 
subordinates can do much to arrest the evil. By resolutions or edicts, 
they can discountenance and condemn itinerant pedlars. This course 
has been pursued, we think, by one or two Grand Lodges, and we are 
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pleased to see that the Grand Master of Massachusetts has had the 

firmness and moral courage to issue an edict, cautioning the members 
in his jurisdiction against Masonic quacks of all kinds. In a circular 
addressed to each Master, to be read in his Lodge, he says : 

Members of Lodges should be cautioned against travelling tra- 
ders, or pedlars, who seek to promote their private pursuits and 
speculations through a perversion of Masonic relations. This mode of 
advancing the selfish purposes of individuals, does much to bring our 
Institution into disrepute. The less experienced and younger Brethren 
are peculiarly exposed to the designs of those unworthy men. Books 
pronuBddfy Masonic, but of dangerous tendency, jewelry with improper 
devices, and regalia, tawdry and inconsistent with our regulations, com- 
pose the stock in trade of these unscrupulous traffickers. 

There is reason to believe that dissolute men, claiming to be 
Masons, journey about from town to town, soliciting charity and other 
aid from Lodges and the Brethren, who are so far successful as to be 
sustained in the practice. This species of vagrancy should be dis- 
couraged ; to give to such persons, supports the idle and vicious at the 
expense of the meritorious unfortunate. It is recommended that all 
cases of relief to travellers who profess to be Masons, should be reported 
to the Recording Grand Secretary, whether the contributions therefor 
be made by Lodges or by individual Brethren ; and the utmost vigi- 
lance should be exercised to prevent impositions upon the sympathies 
and benevolence of the Brotherhood. In this connection it may be 
useful to state, that colored persons, who have visited different portions 
of the State asking assistance as Masons, are not entitled to that con- 
sideration. The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts recognize no body 
purporting to be a “ colored ” Lodge, or “colored” subordinate 
Lodge, and it is believed that no regular Lodge in this country admits 
colored men into the Order ; hence, relief afforded to such persons 
must be on the ground of comuMn humanity, and not because they 
belong to our Institution. W 

The course pursued by the Grand Master of Massachusetts, we look 
upon as highly praiseworthy, and sincerely trust that the Grand Lodges 
in this section of the country, or their officers, will pursue the same 
course. At any rate, let the Craft discountenance Masonic Quackery 
of every kind, and a great drawback to the healthy progress of our 
Order will be removed. 


0^ Every Mason should be circumspect in his conduct, not only 
for his own good, but to guard in its purity, the reputation of our ven- 
erable Institution. 
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THE LEGEND 0? ST. JOHN. 


Thb following extract from the poem delivered by Bro. C. C. V.ui Zmdc, 
at the centennial celebration of the Lodge at Providence, B. L, in Jane Uat, 
is taken from a Providence paper : 


It was in autumn in the Rhine land, 
And along the river side 
The purple grapes were hanging, 

O’er the rippling, glassy tide. 

Till the yer? wind seemed drunken, 

And went singing on its way, 

Amongst the bending vineyard trees, 

A jovial roundelay. 

And the Heidelberg's old Towers, 

In the far distance stood, 

Like Giants in the sunset, 

With their hair all moist with blood, 
And the windows seemed of silver, 

And the spires of yellow gold, 

Whilst the vesper bells were ringing 
A Ballad tune of old. 

Then up the moon came marching, 

With a banner made of light, 

And quiver filled with silver spears 
To guard the Halls of Night; 

The trembling stars came trooping, 

Like children to their rest ; 

And the river, still and sire-like, 

Kissed and caught them to his breast. 
Then the shadows in the city, 

Grew phantom like and dim, 

Whilst down the great Cathedral’s aisle, 
Taint grew the evening Hymn, 

Where the painted gothic windows, 
Drank up the sunset light, 

And thus it was in Heidelberg, 

Came down the Holy Night. 

In yonder moss-grown castle, 

That standeth all alone, 

Like a Knight of ancient heraldry, 
Gigantic turned to stone, 

To guard the swelling bosom 
Of the sunset-blushing Rhine, 

There sat four German students, 

And they drank the ruby wine, 

Then down their beards it trickled 
In gems of glittering pride, 

For they drank a flowing bumper, 

To their loves and to the brido 
They each had sworn to honor, 

Till the sands of life were gone, 

The angel of the Temple-gate, 

The memory of St. John. 

And then up spoke the eldest, 

And a student great was he, 

For his mind was stored with learning 
As with jewels in the sea. 

He could tell a goodlie story, 

And he had as great a heart 
As Heidelberg and Swabia’s 
Fair cities are apart. 

My brothers! quoth the student, 

The day is almost gone 
That we hare kept with festive rites 
To honor good St. John. 

The sun in all its golden path 
Knows scarce a land on earth 
That does not celebrate the time 
That gave our patron birth. 

But I have read a strange legend 
All in a little book 


With silver clasps and vellum leave* 

And yellow, time-worn look. 

The author’s name has passed away, 

The book rep&aineth here— 

Brought by an ancient Pilgrim’s hand, 

▲way from lkr Judea. 

Once on a time, I heard ’twae (bund, 

When the great war begun— 

By a rude soldier in a tomb, 

Beside a skeleton— 

The bony hand still grasped it tight, 

And rattled as it fell 
To the damp ground; if living now, 

What stories it might tell, 
e e e • a e 

But dark and darker grew the night, 

Within the Gothic room. 

And closer yet the students p re ss ed , 

All in the gathering gloom ; 

The speaker’s voice rang strangely out, 

Upon the silent air— 

And the grim shadows rose and fell, 

And beckoned everywhere. 

My Brothers, thus the legend ran, 

Preserved by Jewish 8eers, 

“ The good St. John comes back to earthy 
Once in a Hundred Yean,” 

The burden of a cross hs bears, 

His hair is very white, 

Then let us watch till the high Twelve, 

For he may come to-night — 

# e e # e e 

’Tia well, ’tie well, up spake they all, 

In voices very low— 

And on the air the Tide of Night, 

So heavily did flow, 

That phantoms seemed to fill the room, 

And float within the gathering gloom, 

• And glide them to and fro. 

At • • e e e 

Vet Ten o’clock, the moon went down, 
in a great flood of light, 

And drew its silver mantle, 

From the dark-eyed sleeping Night. 

Eleven, and the iron tongue 
In the Cathedral Tower, 

Was chiming out, with a groan and a shout, 
The death of the passing hour. 

The scad was flitting across the sky, 

Like the mists that pass o’er the closing eye 
Of the strong man lying down to die. 

An hour is gone 

To the mystical bourne 

From whence no travellers return, 

And up in the arch of the evening sir, 

The old dock’s hands are clasped in prayer, 
As they slowly rise to the angel skies, 

And Twelve of the Midnight Is everywhere. 
Hark! to the rushing of viewless wings, 
Beating the air in their wanderings, 

Listen the chime of the Convent bells. 
Catching the story the old Clock tells, 

One in the great Cathedral Tower, 

Chanting and tolling the midnight hour, 

And the other away on the banks of the Rhine, 
Where under the stars the ripples shine. 
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And the evergreen* shadow the Virgin’s 
shrine. 

Oh! Swabian Student, lend thine ear, 

There's a darkening shadow passing here, 

And now in the gloom 
Of the Gothic room, 

A strange dim form treads to and fro, 

With thin white locks and a beard of snow. 
The eye of the spectre is very bright, 

Like the glimpse of a star on a stormy night ; 
A flowing robe doth he seem to wear. 

And a moss-grown cross in his hand to bear; 
His face it is pleasant, but wrinkled and wan. 
’T is our patron and leader, the good St. John. 
He has come to banish our doubts and fears, 
Once in the march of a hundred years, 

As the Legend told to the Jewish Seers. 

• ••«•• 
Ho, spirit of our patron, 

Quoth the student of the Rhine, 

Shall we pledge thee in a gob lot 
Of the rich Falernian wine? 

We are waiting for thy blessing, 

And be sank upon his knees. 

Whilst a long sweet strain of music 
Swept o’er the rustling trees, 

And trembled as it died away 
Upon the passing breeze. 

My son ! my son ! the old man said, 

Withdraw thy outstretched hand, 

I bear to thee the Master’s word, 

From the far silent land, 


Once every hundred years agone, 

Borne on my viewless wings, 

From the great Lodge above 1 come, 

To guide the wanderings 
Of all my children on the earth, 

To bless them every one, 

To love them and to cherish them ; 

Kneel! kneel! in prayer, my son 
Strangely and solemnly out In the air, 

Rises the voice of the student's prayer, 

Light that Is fairer and brighter than morn, 
Reams from the face of the good St. John, 
Over the breast of the river Rhine, 

Purpling morning begins to shine. 

Ami the w lives they :ir* crated like sriuHoa 
wine. 

Slowly the picture is melting away, 

Bathed in a flood of the golden day. 

• #•••• 
And this is the curious legend, 

I have read in a little book, 

With massive silver clasping*, 

And a strange old fashioned look, 

With a golden compass on it, 

And a pearl inlaiden square, 

And a tiny mason’s gavel, 

Set with jewels rich and rare. 

So heed ye this, my brothers, 

In your doubting* and your fears, 

The good Saint John doth visit Earth, 

Once in a hundred yean . 


Officers of the Grand Lodge of England. — The officers of the 
Grand Lodge of England, were installed at the Masonic Temple, Lon- 
don, on the 29th of April last The M. W. Grand Master, Earl of 
Zetland, made a short speech, in which he announced that Bro. Wm. 
Henry White, was about to retire from the office of Grand Secretary, 
after having held that position nearly half a century. He also stated 
that at the next meeting of the Grand Lodge, be should move that Bro. 
White’s salary be continued the remainder of his life, which announce- 
ment was received with cheers. The Grand Master appointed Lord 
Panmare, Deputy Grand Master, m the place of the Earl of Yarbor- 
ough who retired on account of ill-health. The following is a list of 
the other officers appointed : 

Brs. the Earl of Durham, G. S. W. ; Henry Fenwick, M. P., 
G. J. W. ; Samuel Tomkins, G. Treas. ; Rev. J. E. Cox, and Rev. 
Ed. Moore, G. Chaps. ; John Henderson, G. Registrar; Win. Gray 
Clark, G. Sec. ; Henry L. Crohn, G. Sec. for German Correspondence ; 
Francis Roxbnry, G. S. D. ; Stephen Barton Wilson, G. J. D ; 
Samuel Daukes, G. Sup. of Works ; Richard W. Jennings, G. D. C. ; 
Thory Chapman, Asst. G. D. C. ; Thomas Hutchings, G. Sword 
Bearer ; William Farnfield, Asst. G. Sec. ; C. J. Horsley, G. Organ- 
ist; Jos* Smith, G. Pursuivant ; Charles B. Payne, G. Tyler. 

After the installation, the ceremonies closed with a banquet. 
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MASONRY IN WISCONSIN— THE OLDEST LODGE. 


A friend has recently forwarded to us an interesting and instructive 
Address delivered before Washington Lodge, at Green Bay, Wis., 
Dec., 1854, by Bro. Henry S. Baird, Past Master of said Lodge, and 
now Grand Master of the Masons in Wisconsin. ' The following his- 
torical information which it contains, cannot fail to interest the Craft 
throughout the country. 

The first action had, with a view to organize a Lodge of Masonry 
at Green Bay, is found in the proceedings of a meeting of members 
of the Fraternity, held on the evening of the 27th of December, 
1823, at the house of a Bro. now deceased, (George Johnston,) who 
then resided on a farm on the west side of Fox River, now forming a 
portion of the plat of “ Tank’s addition to the town of Fort Howard.” 
At that meeting were present the following members of the Order : 
Majors Watson and Green, Captain Browning, Lieuts. Lewis and 
Dean, Surgeons Wheaton and Satterlee, all officers of the United States 
Army, and George Johnston, S. Wheeler and D. Curtis, citizens. A 
committee was appointed to draft a petition to the Grand Lodge of the 
State of New York, praying for a Dispensation to open a Lodge of 
Free and Accepted Masons at Green Bay, then in the Territory of 
Michigan. In due time, the prayer of the petitioners was responded 
to, ana a Dispensation granted. 

The light of Masonry which made its appearance at any point in 
the United States, north or west of Detroit, first shone at Green Bay ; 
it was the forerunner of civilization and the introduction of the arts ; 
the harbinger of peace and good will among men. On the 2nd day 
of September, A. D. 1824, the first regular Lodge of Free and 
Accepted Masons was opened and organized at Fort Howard, directly 
opposite this city, under a Dispensation from the M. W. Grand Master 
of the Grand Lodge of the State of New York, that body being at 
that time, the most accessible, and one of the nearest Grand Lodges 
in the United States. The document, by virtue of which this Lodge 
was opened, signed by Martin Hoffman, as M. W. Grand Master, 
and E. Hicks, W. G. Secretary, is now preserved in this Lodge. The 
officers named in the dispensation for the new Lodge, were Robert 
Irwin, Sen., Master; Benjamin Watson, Sen. and W. V. Wheaton, 
Jun. Wardens. The name of the Lodge was “Menomonee.” It de- 
rived its name from the tribe of Indians then inhabiting and owning 
a vast extent of territory, nearly coextensive with the limits of the 

§ resent State of Wisconsin — then a numerous and powerful band, but 
aily diminishing in strength and power, and rapidly approximating to 
that condition which seems to be the inevitable fate of the aboriginal 
race . 

At the opening and organization of the Lodge, the following named 
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members of the Order were present : Robert Irwin, Sen., Master; W. 

V. Wheaton, 8. W. pro tem. ; A. Lewis, J. W. pro tern. ; and Harri- 
son, Curtis, Satterlee, Dean, McNe&l, Green and Johnston, Master 
Masons. All of these members, except three, were officers of tbe 3rd 
Regiment U. 8. Infantry, four companies of that Regiment being then 
stationed at Fort Howard, under tbe command of Col. John McNkal, 
who was also a Mason, and a member of Menomonee Lodge. 

On tbe 3rd of December, 1824, a regular Charter was granted by 
the R. W. Grand Lodge of New York, to establish Menomonee Lodge. 
This document was signed by Martin Hodman, as G. Master ; Elisha 

W. King, Dep. G. Master ; Richard Hatfield, 8. C. Warden ; Watson 
Smith, J. G. W. ; and E. Hicks, G. Secretary ; and in it Robert 
Irwin, Sen., was nominated as Master. Benjamin Watson, Sen., and 
W. Y. Wheaton, Jr., Wardens. This charter is still preserved in the 
archives of this Lodge. Within a very short time after its organiza- 
tion, the Lodge received a very respectable accession to its members, 
ibr we find by the records, that on the anniversary of St John, Dec. 
27, 1824, R numbered twenty-one members. 

In December, 1824, Dr. W. V. Wheaton was elected Master; Dr. 
R»S. Satterlee, 8. W., and Robert Irwin, Jr., J. W. ; D. Curtis, Secre- 
tary ; Lieut. Hopson, Treasurer ; Lieuts. Morris and Dean, Deacon and 
Sergeant ; Gilman, Tyler. From the organization of the Lodge to the 
end of the year 1825, it was held in an upper room over the Commis- 
sary’s store, at or adjacent to Fort Howard ; and during this period, it 
might he considered as, in a great degree, a Military Lodge , as it was 
held at a military post, and a large majority of its officers and members 
were attached to the army. In the fall of 1825, however, the officers 
expressed a desire that the Lodge should be removed from the Fort, 
and that its future government should be placed in tbe hands of tbe 
citizen members of Green Bay. Acccrrtingly, in the fell of that year, 
Menomonee Ledge was removed from Fort Howard to a room prepared 
for the purpose, in the old store then and still owned by John P. 
Arndt, in Astor, or the South Ward of this city, where it continued to 
meet for upwards of a year. 

In December, 1825, Robert Irwin, Jr., was elected Master; R. 


Irwin, Sen., 8. W., and George Johnston, J. W. ; Wm. Dickinson, 
Secretary ; Benjamin Wallace, Treasurer ; H. S. Baird, S. and L. 
Rouse, J. Deaeons ; Gilman, Tyler. 

In December, 1826, H. 8. Baird was elected Master ; Lieut. Heniy 
Smith, S. W., Wm. Dickinson, J. W. ; A. J. Irwin, Secretary ; 
Lieut. Griswold, Treasurer ; N. G. Bean and N. Perry, Deacons ; C. 
Mflls, Tyler. 

In December, 1827, p. S. Baird was reelected Master; Henry 
8mith, 8. W., Wm. Dickinson, J. W. ; A. J. Irwin, Secretary ; L. 
Roues, Treasurer ; N. G. Bean and Samuel Irwin, Deacons ; and C. 
Mills, Tyler. 

From the year 1827 to its close, no record can be found of the 
meetings or proceedings of Menomonee Lodge, and all that can be 
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stated in relation to its action, must be from- the recollection of its sor- 
yiving members. The officers last named, with one or two exceptions, 
continued to discharge the duties of their respective stations until the 
Lodge ceased to work, which it did in the year 1830. I had the honor 
to preside over the old Lodge for the last four years of its existence ; 
as also over the present one in the first four years of its infancy. 

From its organization to its close, Menomonee Lodge received within 
its portals, and initiated into the Order, the following named persons : 
M. Gillman, Wm. Dickinson, Capt Bradley, Lieuts. Loring, Hopson, 
Morris and Law, Robert Irwin, Jr., H. S. Baird, E. Williams, L. 
Rouse, J. C. Allen, Wm. Farnsworth, Augustin Grignon, Augustus 
Walker, Lieuts. J. C. Cotton and Glover, Benjamin C. Wallace, J. 
Hartzell, Chester Mills, Amable Grignon, J. Paquette, H. McGulpin, 
John W. Doty, Wm. Wilson, Wm. Dickinson, Hunter Crane, Lieuts. 
Bloodgood, Merrill, Hooe, Sibley, Clark and Cruger, Dr. L. Foot and 
J. Ingram ; and Bros. J. P. Arndt, Capts. J. Claty, Henry Smith, 
Boardman and Lowe, and Lieuts. Griswold and Pendleton, at different 
periods, became officiating members. 

# # # # # # # # 

11 Menomonee Lodge ” continued its regular communications, and 
exercised the functions of a Lodge, until sometime in the year 1830, 
when it ceased to work. # # # # The discontinuance of the 

meetings of the Lodge was owing to several causes, but principally to 
the dispersion and separation of its members. Many of them, as 
already remarked, were attached to the army, and these members, in 
obedience to the call of duty, were obliged to repair to other military 
posts, to form new associations ; thus, in effect, dissolving Menomonee 
Lodge, and severing the ties of friendship and fraternity which had 
so long existed between its members. 

#*#####• 

But is it fair, brethren, to say that “ Menomonee Lodge ” no longer 
exists ? It is true, the name appears not upon the roll of the Grand 
Lodge of Wisconsin ; it is equally true that her records are mutilated 
or destroyed, and that many of her worthy members have returned to 
their kindred Earth. But in spirit and truth, it still survives . The 
name has given way to that of the immortal and venerated “ Washing- 
ton ” — a name revered by all good men, and worthy Masons. This 
Lodge was organized on the application of the surviving resident mem- 
bers of the old one, and others who had become citizens here ; and it 
will be found that at least half of the petitioners for the formation of 
the new Lodge had been members of the old one . Again, the jewels 
now worn by the officers of Washington Lodge, as well as a part of the 
furniture and implements, were the property of old “ Menomonee” — 
and above all, the same principles of Brotherly Love and Fellowship 
actuate and govern ta, whioh once united and harmonized our worthy 
predecessors. Thus, then, in feet, “ Washington Lodge ” is but a 
revival or reorganization of the old Pioneer; and although by our 
present charter, and the Records of the Grand Lodge of this State, 
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Ibis Lodge is numbered “ 21,” yet its members may justly be consid- 
ered as representatives of the worthy brethren who first introduced 
Masonry into Wisconsin, and gave to her “ a local habitation and a 
name. 


MASONBY AND CATHOLICISM. 


It is well known, probably, to the great majority of oar readers, that 
the Catholic priesthood in many parts of the world, oppose Masonry, 
and forbid their people joining oar Order, under fear of excommunioar 
tion from the church. Such is the case in this country. A Mason — 
nearly one hundred years of age — now living in Detroit, was openly 
denounced in the Catholic Church, in that place, about sixty years ago, 
and excommunicated, on account of his being a Mason. He, however, 
held “ fast to that which was good,” and stands under the clerical ban 
to this day. 

Speaking of the hostility of the Catholic clergy, and the use which 
they make of their power over the laymen, the Glascow Sentinel 
states the following : 

The wiles of women, so far as we are aware, have hitherto failed 
to pierce the shroud which veils from unitiated sight the signs, secrets 
and symbols of Masonry, and it would appear that not even a priest, 
threatening purgatory and refusing the last consolations of religion, can 
move to Masonic confession a dying brother. The other day the grave 
closed over all that was mortal of a member of the mystic tie, and as 
usual on such occasions, the brethren mustered largely in the solemn 
ceremonial. Being a member of the Roman Catholic Chnrch, the 
comforts of the holy faith, as administered by the hands of an attend- 
ant priest, were offered as consolation in dying hours. Whether, mean- 
while, it is part of the offices of holy men, when attending at the 
bedside of dying mortals, to use all efforts in having all secrets dis- 
closed, gossip in this case saith not ; but it alleges that, being abjured 
touching the knowledge and experience in Masonry, and to disclose 
the secrets of the brethren, the dying man, unmoved by either the 
solemnity of approaching death, the influences of creed, or the threats 
of the priest, calmly, yet firmly, refused the request. The man of God 
threatened — the dying man was immovable — the last offices of the 
living to the dead were refused, and the rights of religion denied — still 
was the emaciated brother true to his brethren ; and defiant altogether 
of consequences and creed, he chose death without the sacrament, and 
an unconsecrated grave. Not the less peaceable will be the departed 
brother's slumbers that he was faithful to those be has left. 
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That the foregoing account is correct, we doubt not. Within a year 
we were told of a similar fact by two Catholics. One said he was a 
Mason, (which statement we know was correct,) but did not meet with 
his Brethren in Lodge, because the priests interfered, and caused diffi- 
culty in his family. He said the priest came to him Jive different 
times, and tried to induce him to reveal all he knew of Masonry, and 
threatened, if he did not do so, to excommunicate him. 

The other Catholic said he was an Odd Fellow, and the priest had 
pursued the same course with him. “ You have no idea,” he said, 
“ what means they take to make a Mason or an Odd Fellow renounce 
the society to which he belongs. They go to his wife, and tell her 
she must not live with him as his wife, and in this way they destroy 
domestic happiness.” We have too much evidence on this point to 
doubt these assertions. 


Pennsylvania Knights Templars. — Some differences have existed 
among the Knights Templars of Pennsylvania, which have recently 
been settled, and all the Sir Knights in that State now belong to 
Commanderies which acknowledge allegiance to the Grand Encampment 
of the United States. In consequence of this, the Grand Master, 
Wm. H. Hibbard, has issued the following order : 

I, therefore, order and enjoin upon all of our Subordinates, State, 
and otherwise, and upon the officers and members thereof throughout 
our jurisdiction, to extend the right hand of fellowship and knightly 
courtesy, to the officers and members of all the Subordinate (Jom- 
manderies in the State of Pennsylvania, and to all other Templars, in 
good standing, hailing from the same, to the end that all may be 
recognized as worthy members of our valiant and magnanimous Order. 
And I embrace this occasion to announce to you that, from shore to 
shore of the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, our union is perfect— one and 
indivisible. The serried ranks of Chivalry, occupying the vast area 
within the United States, have the same faith, and are all under the 
same solemn vows of allegiance and fealty to the same and only Gov- 
ernmental Head, The Grand Encampment of the United States. 
Non nobis Domino , non nobis sed nomine tua da gloriam. 


Oj^ “ Bo good unto all ” is one of the chief admonitions of Ma- 
somy, which no Brother can slight without doing an injury to himself. 
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FAMILIAR COMMENTS ON ARCHITECTURE. 
NO. U. 


It the aooounts of the works of the ancient architects of Chaldea, 
Nineveh and Babylon are to be relied upon, we have but little to be 
proud of in our knowledge of the art of building. It has been gravely 
suspected that much of these traditions were inventions of the Greeks, 
and the works attributed to them were fabulous. Doubtless, if this is 
true, they have had their foundation in the existence of many wonderful 
structures of which we have no very clear description, although the 
monuments left by nations succeeding them sufficiently confirm this 
belief. 

Diodorus Siculus informs us that the city of Nineveh was seventy- 
four miles in circumference, surrounded by a wall one hundred feet 
high, and of width to allow three chariots abreast to drive upon it ; 
that it was defended by no less than fifteen hundred huge towers, each 
two hundred feet high, built in the walls and within the city. It was 
founded by King Ninos about 1950 years B. C. ; and Alberti informs 
08 that this work was all executed in fifteen days. This, however, is 
impossible, and is one among many statements tending to shake our 
belief in much that is related of these ancient nations. 

Herodotus, who visited the city of Babylon previous to its capture by 
Alexander the Great, states that it contained an area of two hundred and 
twenty-five miles, was rectangular in form, each side being fifteen miles 
long. It was surrounded by a wall formed of large fire-burned bricks, 
cemented together by bitumen, eighty-seven feet thick, and three 
hundred and fifty feet high. It had twenty-five gates of bronze on 
each side, each gate fronting a street crossing the entire city, and the 
walls were defended by two bundred and fifty towers. The river 
Euphrates, which ran through the middle of the city, was spanned by 
a bridge five stadia, or eleven hundred yards, long, having stone piers 
and abutments, strongly compacted with lead and iron. There were 
platforms of cedar, palm and cypress beams and planks resting between 
the piers, which could be removed at pleasure to cut off the communi- 
cation. At each end of this bridge, was built a royal palace with 
hanging gardens, terraces, platforms and fountains, of which each 
fabulous accounts have been written. The walls enclosing these 
gardens were each seven miles long. In this city, also, was the cele- 
brated temple of Jupiter Bolus, which contained, among many others, 
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the oolossal statue, in gold, of Jupiter, forty feet high, holding a sceptre 
of precious stones. 

Although the account of this great city given to us by Herodotus 
has some of its statements contradicted by Pliny, Quintius Curtins 
and others, still its magnificence, the extent and magnitude Of the works 
executed for luxury, comfort and defence, far exceeded anything 
attempted at the present day. The Babylonians appear to have been 
endowed with the faculty of invention, and this, with the boldness of 
their conception and the skill displayed in the execution of their works, 
shows an intimate knowledge of, and advancement in, the arts and 
sciences, which surpass our own; and their extraordinary efforts of 
industry and perseverance are almost incredible. It is stated that 
Ninus, Belus and Semiramis designed and personally superintended 
the erection of many of the most stupendous works. 

The Egyptians equaled the Babylonians and Assyrians in the mag- 
nitude of their works. The accounts given by ancient historians would 
appear fabulous were it not that sufficient is left to bear witness to the 
truth of at least some wonderful statements. Many of their ancient 
buildings have for ages served as quarries, from which materials have 
been carried to construct inferior works, and still remain but partly 
demolished, and looking like huge rocks. Others are of sufficient 
extent to carry a whole town upon them, as at Luxor, where the 
temples bear an Arab village. 

The city of Thebes, built after the style of Babylon, was said to 
contain five millions of souls, of which one million were soldiers ; and 
the city of Memphis also was equal to it in size and magnificence. 

The grand palace in the vicinity of the cataract near the ancient 
Seine was constructed with four colonnades, having the columns placed 
in groups of three upon one pedestal, and each group supporting alter- 
nately a sphynx and sarcophagus. These figures, of which there were 
six thousand, were each cut from one block of stone, and were upward 
of twenty feet high. This temple was so large that five hundred 
horsemen could manoeuvre within it, and adjoining it were the vast 
catacombs, containing the mummies. 

The temple of Serapis, near to Dendera, had a portico in front, with 
granite columns one hundred and twenty feet high and sixty feet in 
circumference, supporting capitals composed of four decorated female 
heads. The Egyptian temples were mostly built with two or three 
porticos, having a vestibule or cell within them, and were fronted by a 
dwarf wall, usually ornamented with sphynxes. There was but little 
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progress made in tbe art of decoration, and their efforts were mostly 
rude imitations from nature. Their columns represented trunks of 
trees, and where two or three were combined to support a great weight, 
they were placed without any regard to an uniform arrangement or 
display of good taste. 

Doubtless, many of these edifices were the cause of much oppression 
while in the course of erection ; and Cheops, Cophrenes and Myce- 
nius have been accused of acts of the grossest tyranny while erecting 
the Pyramids. They abolished many holidays from the calendar, 
imposed hard burdens upon the people, and were in continual strife 
with the priesthood during their progression. 

When the Hebrews left Egypt, they seem to have known nothing of 
its architecture, as, in the building of the Tabernacle by Moses, 
Aholiab and Bezaleel, the architects, were filled with the “ spirit of 
God in wisdom and understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner 
of workmanship, and to devise curious works,” Ac. So, also, when 
Solomon erected his famous temple, he employed Hiram, who was a 
native of Tyre, for his architect, who also was “ filled with wisdom, 
understanding and knowledge to work all works in building and 
sculpture,” Ac. 

The Greeks, although more tardy in giving proofs of their ability, 
were the first to originate the principles and make steady progress in 
the art of Architecture. From the simple and regular arrangements 
of their cottages, they proceeded, step by step, until they reached, by 
the strength of their own genius, that system, in order and proportion, 
which other celebrated nations of antiquity knew not how to practice 
even in their most stupendous efforts. No people since their time have 
worn their mantle. We are content to copy, and to. copy closely in 
repeating their designs. We cannot even alter the most trivial member, 
or vary a single proportion, but the harmony of the whole is disturbed. 
We are scarcely capable of sympathizing with them in that delicate 
spirit which pervades all their productions, and can but study and 
reflect upon the dispensation which rendered their extinction necessary, 
and by study endeavor to hasten the time when the light of our own 
genius may shine with as fair a lustre. Architect. 


Qj^Yout frequent appearance at tbe regular communications of 
your Lodge is earnestly solicited. 
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Qualifications of Royal Arch Masons. — The following sugges- 
tions on this subject, were recently laid before the G. R. A. Chapter of 
South Carolina, by Comp. Mackey : 


The subject of moral qualifications of candidates is one of Fast 
importance, and well worthy of the serious consideration of every 
Royal Arch Mason. I do not myself, believe that any higher moral 
qualifications are required for admission into a Chapter, than those 
which are demanded as pre-requisites to initiation into a symbolic 
Lodge. No severer duties are exacted of, and no more stringent 
obligations, substantially, are imposed on a Royal Arch than upon a 
Master Mason. The real differences between the two organizations of 
Lodge and Chapter Masonry, are of a scientific, and not of a moral 
character. They consist in this, that the Chapter carries out, to a full 
and perfect development, those great religious truths which are but 
commenced in the Lodge. He, therefore, who is worthy to receive the 
light of Ancient Craft Masonry, is equally worthy to be invested with 
the greater light of the Royal Ajch degree. But it does not hence 
follow as a legitimate conclusion, that the mere foot of being a Master 
Mason entitles the possessor to the privilege of exaltation. The defi- 
ciency of information, the infirmity of judgment, the want of experi- 
ence, and even the partiality and prejudice of friendship, have often 
permitted the initiation into the third degree, of men altogether, moral- 
ly and intellectually, unworthy of that high distinction. And here the 
peculiar symbolism of Royal Arch Masonry comes to our assistance 
and supplies us with the necessary directions how we should proceed in 
the choice of the materials with which to construct our temple of Ma- 
sonry. The Grand Overseer’s square must be rigidly applied to every 
specimen that is brought up for inspection ; and none, however beau- 
tiful in external appearance, should be accepted, unless by unerring 
trial it shall be proved to be “ good work, square work, true work, such 
work as we are authorized to receive.” 


Again : in making our selections of candidates from the general 
body of the Craft, we must remember that it was not all who pretend- 
ed to be the followers of Moses, that were permitted to assist in re- 
building the house of the Lord. The intrusion of imposters was care- 
fully guarded against, and thus our ancient brethren have taught us in 
the selection of the Companions who are to unite with us in the pro- 
found researches which are the proper subjects of our exalted degrees, 
to use the utmost circumspection, and to cast out all who seek to join 
us, however specious may be their appearance, if they cannot, by the 
purity of their lives, and the rectitude of their conduct, prove that the 
previous lessons of Masonry which they had received were not sown on 
sterile ground, bat that they are indeed the true descendants of the 
ancient Giblemites. 


# 
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M. W. JAMES H. HIBBARD, GRAND MASTER. 


Iir the frontispiece of this number, we present our readers with an 
excellent likeness of Bro. J. H. Hibbard, Grand Master of Masons 
of Illinois. Bro. H. was bom on the 16th day of August, 1827, in 
Jefferson county, Mississippi. In 1836 he removed with his father’s 
family to Alton, Illinois, where he has since resided. During the past 
two years he has been a partner in the firm of Metcalf & Hibbard, 
wholesale and retail dealers in books and stationery. 

Bro. Hibbard was made a Mason in Piasa Lodge No. 27, at Alton, 
in 1851 ; and a Royal Arch Mason in Howard (now Alton) Chapter 
No. 8, in the September following. He was elected Grand Treasurer 
of the Grand Chapter of Illinois in 1652. At the organization of the 
Grand Council of R. and S. Masters for the State, in 1853, he was 
elected Grand Puissant, and in 1854 was reelected. The same year, 
he held the office of Senior Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge ; the 
next year, that of Deputy Grand Master, and at the last communica- 
tion, in October, 1856, was raised to the high office of M. W. Grand 
Master. Bro. Hibbard is also at the present time M. E. Deputy Grand 
High Priest of the Grand Chapter of Illinois. 

Bro. H. has held various offices in subordinate bodies, and has, as 
the brief record above indicates, fulfilled the duties acceptably to his 
Brethren. During the last five years, he has been actively engaged, 
working to advance the interests of Masonry at a sacrifioe of not a small 
amount of time and money. Few men have been honored by the Fra- 
ternity as be has been. The Craft of the great State of Illinois regard- 
ed him at the age of twenty-nine years as qualified for, and worthy to 
hold, the office of Grand Master. Experience has proved that their 
trust was not misplaced. Bro. Hibbard has discharged the onerous 
duties pertaining' to the high and exalted position which he now occu- 
pies, with promptness and discretion, and deserves the thanks of his 
Brethren for activity and faithfulness. His life as a citizen has been 
upright and praiseworthy, and his career as a Mason has been brilliant 
and such as to excite the admiration of all lovers of our ancient and 
honored Institution. Bro. Hibbard is but just starting in life ; may 
Ms future labors be as beneficial to the Craft, and creditable to himself, 
as have been his past ! 

5 — von. ra. wo. n. 
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MASONRY IN IOWA. 


The Masonic Fraternity of Iowa numbers over three thousand regis- 
tered members. During the last current year, there were initiated 
eight hundred and fifty-four ; passed, seven hundred and fifty-six ; and 
raised, seven hundred and five. 

At the last communication of the Grand Lodge of Iowa, held on 
the 2nd day of June, at Iowa City, fifteen new Lodges were chartered. 

We have already given, by the aid of our Iowa correspondent, a 
synopsis of the principal proceedings of the Grand Lodge. The above 
statistics are taken from the admirable official report of Grand Secretary 
T. S. Parvin, a learned and experienced Mason. The principal feature 
of interest in the Report is Bro. P.’s report as Chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Correspondence. It is an exceedingly well pre- 
pared document. Although some might take exception to its tone, its 
author speaks plainly, and does not fear to express his mind in unam- 
biguous terms, even if he reprimand the Craft of his own State. Speak- 
ing of the “ too common error that the work of Masonry is Masonry 
itself, and that a regular attendance and familiarity with the ritual is 
a complete fulfillment of a Mason’s duty,” he says : 

In this jurisdiction, from the first organization of the Grand Lodge, there 
have always been two parties — the one advocating the affirmative of this propo- 
sition, and the other the negative. With the latter we have always acted, and 
by the force of circumstances been compelled to wage an unceasing war with 
those parrot Masons who know the ritual and know nothing else ; whose igno- 
rance of the history, antiquity, principles, literature and jurisprudence of the 
Order is concealed under a good memory and presumptuous address. While 
we have labored long and faithfully to introduce a spint of study and research 
into the hidden beauties of our Order, — a labor which requires yean, yet 
abundantly repays the time bestowed upon it,— others have said that a few 
days, or weeks at most, was all that was wanted to master all in the science, 
(certainly long enough to leant all they know,) and as the mass are never the 
workers, drones are always to be found in abundance to eat the honey. 

Our space will not permit ua to quote more from the Report at this 
time, but we may refer to it again in our next number. 


ttF** The Freemason's Monthly Magazine says, “ it is a remarkable 
and interesting fact, that of the seventeen Brethren who have presided 
over” the Boston Encampment of K. T.’s, “ since its organization in 
1805, all but three are still living, and actively engaged in the concerns 
of Masonry.” 
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MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE— QUERIES AND 
REPLIES. 


Editor or the Ashlar — Dear Bro. : There ire in our neighbor- 
hood a few colored men who claim to be Masons. Are there any col- 
ored Masons in this country ? and if these men should apjply to oar 
Lodge for admission, must we, if they pass a proper examination, ad- 
mit them ? Please answer in the next Ashlar, and oblige, 

Yours, fraternally, Amos. 

An®, There are no regular colored Masons in the United States, to 
our knowledge. There are, however, several bodies of colored men, 
who claim to be Masons, and call their organizations Masonic Lodges. 
They are all of them irregular, and not one is recognized by any Grand 
Lodge in the country. Should the colored men alluded to in the above 
query, make application for admission, the course to bo pursued ap- 
pears to us plain. Every presumption is strongly against their being 
Masons, and the utmost caution should be observed. Satisfactory evi- 
dence should be required of the time when, and the place where, they 
were initiated, passed and raised ; and it should also be ascertained be- 
yond doubt that the body which conferred the degrees was a regular 
one. These facts being decided in favor of the applicants for admis- 
sion, they should be treated as any other Brethren who present them- 
selves at the door of a Lodge, as visitors. 

The above remarks are made on the supposition that no enactment of 
the Grand Lodge regulates the matter under consideration. The follow- 
ing decisive resolution has been adopted by the Grand Lodge of Illi- 
nois, and is now in force : 

Resolved, That all subordinate Lodges under this Jurisdiction be instructed to 
admit no negro or mulatto, as visitor or otherwise , under any circumstances what- 
ever. 


In the last number of The Ashlar, I see you say, the Master cannot 
request the person casting a black ball to give his reasons privately for 
so doing. In a recent case, a candidate was blacked when there were 
but few present The members were quite indignant, and one after 
another rose and expressed his opinion of the candidate, till it was evi- 
dent who cast the black ball. The W. M. so stated, and called on the 
Brother to give his reasons. Was this right ? 

An®. The Master did wrong in permitting the members to state 
bow they voted. By suoh a method, in almost every instance, it might 
he ascertained who cast the black ball, and the secrecy of the ballot 
might he destroyed. After having thus ascertained who caused the 
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rejection, the Master could not take advantage of his own wrong, and 
assail the rights of the Brother who voted in the negative. 

Bbo. W. : Is it necessary for a Master to take the Past Master’s 
degree before he can preside over his Lodge ? 

Ans. We think not in any case, unless the Grand Lodge expressly 
requires it A Master’s assent to the charges, with the usual investi- 
ture, is all that is required by Masonry to qualify a Master, properly 
elected, to preside. In the jurisdiction of our correspondent, [Mich.], 
the Grand Lodge has declared that it is not necessary for the W. M. to 
take the Past Master’s degree. The Grand Lodge of Illinois has passed 
the following resolution, which, without requiring the Master to take 
the P. M.’s degree, seems to contain a negative implication in favor of 
his taking it : 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Grand Lodge, the Wardens of a subor- 
dinate Lodge may preside and confer degrees in the absence of the Master, 
without regard to their haring taken the Past Master’s degree. 


Allyn Weston, Esq. — Dear Sir and Bro. : — Will you be kind 
enough to answer in the next number of your Ashlar the following 
questions : Can the W. M. of a Lodge, after the Lodge is opened, leave 
his station, and assume that of S. D., calling to the East a Bro. who is 
neither a W. Master, a Past Master nor a Warden ? What is the duty 
of the Wardens and members of the Lodge under such circumstances ? 
Suppose the regularly elected and installed Wardens are in their stations 
at the time, can the W. M. leave his station, and put in the East over 
them a Brother of another Lodge, not a W. M. or a Past Master ? 

What would be the duty ana right of the Senior Warden in such a 
case? 

Ans. Although it would be highly improper for a Master to act as 
our correspondent suggests, yet we think he has the power to do so. 
The Master is present, and the Bro. in the Chair is merely his mouth 
piece . The Master is responsible for the work done, and everything is 
under his supervision. The case of a Brother from another Lodge not 
a W. M. or a P. M., would stand in the same light 

If the Wardens’ rights were in any way violated, we think their only 
remedy would be to prefer charges before the Grand Lodge, or, when 
it is not in session, to the Grand Master. 

My Friend and Brother : — Will you inform me whether a Lodge 
should adopt parliamentary rules for its government ? Can the pre- 
vious. question be moved to stop debate ? 

Ans : We think it would be decidedly wrong for a Lodge to adopt 
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parliamentary usages for its government, as they are frequently at vari- 
ance with the spirit of oar Institution. The very case of the previous 
question cited, we regard as peculiarly objectionable in Masonic bodies. 
It is to be presumed that Masons will treat each other in a spirit of 
brotherly affection and true courtesy, and that there can therefore very 
seldom, if ever, be any need of those stringent rules which are useful 
in mixed public assemblies. There are some parliamentary rules so 
obviously suited to the promotion of good fooling and justice, that they 
should be adopted. For instance, the Brother who first rises and 
salutes the Master should have the floor in debate. These matters 
must in a great degree be governed by the good sense of the Master, 
who should strive to preserve peace and harmony in his Lodge, and 
promote the ends of justice. 

Bbo. Weston : Can a Mason withdraw from a Lodge at his option, 
or must he assign a reason satisfactory to the Lodge ? 

Ans. On this subject a variety of opinions have been expressed by 
Grand Lodges. We believe that no Mason should be compelled to 
belong to a Lodge — that be should neither be forced into, nor kept in, 
one against his will. Of course, we make an exception in the oaae of a 
member who is indebted to a Lodge or is under charges ; in that event, 
be should liquidate the debt, and be tried on the charges, before bis 
demit is granted. As a general rule, every Mason who wishes to 
see the Institution prosper, and rightly understands his duty, will join 
some subordinate body, and give his time and mbney toward sustain- 
ing it ; but whether he pursue such a course or not, we think should 
be entirely optional with him. A Lodge would seldom be benefitted 
by compelling a Mason to become a member, or forcing him to retain 
his membership, when he was opposed to doing so. For the benefit of 
our correspondent, however, who resides in Illinois, we quote a resolu- 
tion, adopted by the Grand Lodge of the State : 

Resolved, As the opinion of this Grand Lodge, that it is contrary to and 
inconsistent with, the ancient usages and precepts of our Order, to withdraw 
from a subordinate Lodge without some good cause, or to reside in the neigh- 
borhood of a subordinate without becoming a member thereof. 


Qy The next communication of the Grand Lodge of Kansas will 
be held at Leavenworth, on the third Monday of the present month. 
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MASONRY IN MISSOURI. 


Thi Grand Lodge of Missouri convened at the city of St. Louis on 
the 25th day of May last. Much time was occupied in discussing mat- 
ters pertaining to the Masonic College. The Grand Master, Benj. 
Sharp, in his address, said : 

In my opinion the time has arrived when this Grand Lodge most take some 
decided coarse in relation to this Institution. The large debt, which, upon its 
account, was hanging over this Grand Lodge twelve months ago, has, as I learn 
from the report of the President, been diminished, leaving the present liabili- 
ties on that account $6,323.98. So far as I have been able to ascertain, there 
is almost a universal dissatisfaction on the part of the Subordinate Lodges in 
relation to this matter, and strong determination to withhold any further assis- 
tance in the way of endowing and sustaining it. I would, my brethren, that 
die responsibility of making some suggestions or recommendations in relation 
to this matter, rested upon some one else. I have, in this Grand Lodge, labor- 
ed in an humble way to sustain the Institution, and have thought it could be 
done. I have looked upon it as one of the noblest charities of Masonry in this 
State. I have felt an honest pride in its prospects of success — but the convic- 
tion is at last forced upon me that it cannot succeed, and that it will be better 
for this Grand Lodge to make some disposition of the matter. I am fully satis- 
fied that many of tne Subordinate Lodges will surrender their charters before 
they will submit to be farther taxed on its account. 

The Masonic College appears to have been a source of disagreement 
from the commencement, and is, as we judge from the Report before us, 
not successful. 

Few matters of interest transpired at the communication of the Grand 
Lodge. The death of Bro. Alex. Patterson, late President of the Col- 
lege, was announced, and appropriate resolutions adopted. 

The following officers were elected : S. H. Saunders, G. M. ; P. 
Draper, D. G. M. ; M. Boyd, G. S. W. ; J. F. Houston, G. J. W. ; 
J. D. Daggett, G. T. ; A. O’Sullivan, G. S. 

There are in Missouri fifty-nine chartered Lodges, with a member- 
ship of five thousand eight hundred and ten. The following shows the 
work of the last year : Initiated, 761 ; passed, 699 ; raised, 660 ; 
admitted, 249 ; demitted, 535 ; died, 50 ; suspended, 30 ; expelled, 15. 

The report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence is from the 
pen of Bro. Geo. Whitcomb. Speaking of the Grand Lodge of Eli- 
nois, he says : 

Bro. H. G. Reynolds, GrM Sec., is Chairman of the Com. on F. C., bat we 
failed to find his report in the proceedings. 

This is a mistake. Bro. Reynolds was not Chairman of the Com- 
mittee ; if he had been, we warrant a report would have been made. 

Speaking of the official report of the proceedings of the Grand 
Lodge of Michigan, the Report holds the following language : 
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Bro. Fenton, G. See., and Chairman of the Com. of F. C., nriewi the pro- 
ceeding* of E5 G. Lodges, in a report of SI pages, which takes up most oftbe 
proceedings ; we can find no statement of the welfare of the Craft, no statisti- 
cal matter, indeed we would scarcely hare ascertained the number of Lodges, 
if H had not been for the pap roll. 

We hare long thought the Grand Lodge of Michigan ought to fur- 
nish, in its annual report, statistics showing the number, growth and 
condition of the Craft in its jurisdiction, not only to enlighten the Fra- 
ternity abroad, but for the benefit of Masons under its authority. We 
trust this matter will receive some attention at the next annual commu- 
nication. 


THE UNIVERSALITY OF MA80NBT. 


Thu characteristic of our Institution, which gives it its ohief value as 
an instrument for affording practical benefit, is its universality. We 
have cited in previous numbers of The Ajhlab, facts illustrating this 
truth. The following we add from an address delivered befbrethe Grand 
Lodge of Iowa by Bro. L. Ker: “ The first fact was given to me at my 
residence by a worthy Brother Mason and a worthy Minister of the 
Methodist Church, who had been many years a Missionary among the 
Chippeway Indians and other tribes in the British Possessions. He 
told me that among the Chippewayans he found many Masons, and was 
himself in their Lodges ; that all their signs, grips and passwords 
were the same as ours ; and that they were consistent and exemplary 
as men and Christians in their conduct, and that they oould not tell 
him when and by whom Masonry was introduced among them ; that it 
was beyond the memory of their fathers. 

The second foot is from the pen of a British officer, who served with 
distinction in the Crimea, and is himself a Mason. Being much among 
the Turks and in Constantinople, he found many Masons among these 
people, and was in some of their Lodges ; that they worked as we do, 
and that with some immaterial difference, their signs, grips and pass- 
words are the same as ours. But he oould not find among them any 
higher than the Royal Arch. 

And now, my brethren, look at these foots. There the Indian, 
the American, the Englishman and the Turk, from the remotest parts 
of the earth, oould meet together and work together in love and har- 
mony, and aid, protect and defend one another. What a bond of 
Union ! What a spirit of concord ! A bond long enough to encircle 
the globe, and a cord strong enough to bind in perpetual amity all 
nations, however dissimilar and antagonistic in laws, manners and cus- 
toms, as well as religion, they may be.” 
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For Tin A mum. 

QUALIFICATIONS OF CANDIDATES FOR THE 
MYSTERIES OF FREEMASONRY. 

Bro. Weston: 

The September number of The Ashlar contains an inquiry, touch- 
ing the physical qualification of candidates, together with your judicious 
remarks thereon. 

At the present time, when the star of Masonry is so largely in the 
ascendant, when so many are clamorously knocking at the doors of our 
Lodges for admission into our ranks, and when the officers and the 
Craft are so much disposed to open wide the doors, to gratify the 
wishes of the many, it is well to pause and enquire what, under the 
ancient rules and regulations of our Order, qualified a man to be made a 
Mason ? And having ascertained those rules, and the ancient regimen, 
we should see to it that they are faithfully and religiously adhered to, 
and preserved inviolable. 

There are three kinds of pre-requisite qualifications for admission 
into the secrets of Masonry, which every one who aspires to the honor 
must possess, or he should be rejected. 

No man has any right to claim admission ; — it is a favor and a privi- 
lege conferred. And the Order not only have the right, but it is their 
duty to withhold this privilege or benefit from all who do not oome fully 
up to the standard of mental, moral and physical qualification, — all 
three of which he should possess in a superior degree. 

In mental qualifications, he should not only be a man of sound 
mind, but one fully responsible for every thought, word and act,— one 
who can govern and subdue his passions, and keep them within due 
bounds. 

He should be able to fully comprehend, and duly appreciate, the 
beauties of Masonry ; and be qualified to perform, with honor to him- 
self and benefit to the Craft, the labors and duties of a Mason. If be 
possesses any of those idiosyncracies of constitution or character, now 
so prevalent, he should be rejected. In short, he should be fully quali- 
fied to discharge creditably all the duties of life, or he may jeopardize 
the security of our Order. 

The moral qualification of a candidate is the most important, and 
perhaps the most neglected. 

He must put his trust in God ; he must not be an “ irreligious liber- 
tine,” but should obey, and live in accordance with, the moral law. 
The moral law is, or ought to be, well understood by every Mason : — 
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Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, Ac. ; thou shall not take the name 
of the Lord thy God in vain ; thou shah not bear false witness, Ac. ; 
thou shall not covet ; — these, together with all the requirements of the 
moral law, should govern the oonduct of every man who is permitted 
to become a candidate for our sacred mysteries. 

No man can be a Mason, in the full and noble sense, who profanes 
God’s holy name, or violates any portion of the moral law. 

In some jurisdictions, bow sadly is this moral qualification neglected. 
Yet every brother, who casts his vote for the initiation of a candidate, 
whom he knows, or has reason to believe, lives in violation of any of 
these requirements of the moral law, not only does the Institution a 
grievous wrong, “ wounding it in the house of its friends,” marring 
ite beauties, removing its ancient landmarks, but be violates his own 
most sacred obligation of duty. He thereby weakens, rather than 
strengthens, its stakes, and lessens its respectability. 

Bat a man may possess, in an eminent degree, both mental and 
moral qualifications, and yet, from physical causes, be entirely incom- 
petent 

In the old charges, Sec. 4, of Anderson’s Constitutions, it is laid 
down, as a role, that “ No Master shall take an apprentice, unless he 
has sufficient employment for him, and unless he be a perfect youth, 
having no maim or defect in his body, that may render him incapable 
of learning the art of serving his Master’s Lord, and of being made a 
Brother, and then a fellow Craft in due time ; and that he should be 
descended of honest parents ; — that so, when otherwise qualified, he 
may arrive to the honor of being the Warden, and then the Master, of 
the Lodge, the Grand Warden, and, at length, the Grand Master of 
all the Lodges, according to his merit” 

“ Thirdly : That he that be made be able in all degrees ; that is : 
free born, of good kindred, true, and no bondsman, and that be have 
his right limbs, as a man ought to have.”* 

The Institution of Masonry is both ancient and symbolic. It was 
originally operative ; in its present form, it symbolises and represents 
its original operative character, and alludes to that magnificent structure, 
King Solomon’s Temple. And as that Temple was composed of none 
but perfect stones, so the Masonic edifice, erected in commemoration 
and honor of that Temple, should be free from material defection in 
mental, moral or physical qualities. “ Know ye not ye are the tem- 
ple of God ? ” — ” If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God 

•MS. In Lode* of Anti?. Bm Preaton, 378, not*. Boo, al*), Mackey’s Lazioon, ptge »1. 
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destroy.” It will not do to say that a physical defect is a misfortune, 
for which a man is in no way to blame, and that his mental and moral 
qualifications may be above reproach ; — this does not ohange the nature 
of the case. A mental defect is a misfortune ; being born in bondage 
is a misfortune ; yet either will prevent any one attaining to the rights 
of Masonry. 

We cannot be too careful in preserving the ancient land marks. 
One departure from the strict rule of right always leads to another. 
Let us all, therefore, keep sacred and inviolable not only the mysteries 
of the Order, but all the ancient rules and landmarks, that no new or 
modern encroachments be made. If any have departed from those 
ancient rules, let them at once retrace their steps. Then shall we have 
a truly beautiful and magnificent structure, supported by “ wisdom, 
strength and beauty.” J. 

Dubuque, Iowa, Sept, lit, 1857. ... 


EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


Mexdota, 111., Sept 13, 1857. 

My Dear Ashlar: 

It is a dull, rainy day, and nature looks anything but inviting. I 
am housed in one of the hotels of that mammoth corporation — the 
Illinois Central Railroad Co. — which has opened the way on these vast 
prairies for civilization. 

Since I left the sanctum , I have visited but few places. At Bata- 
via, on the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Road, I met a large num- 
ber of active, energetic Brethren, whose interest in the welfare of the 
Order was truly commendable. Bro. J. B. Tanner gave me a Brother- 
ly welcome, and by his kindness made my visit a very pleasant one. 
The Lodge in this place numbers about fifty. 

From Batavia I rode, by the aid of horse flesh, to Aurora. A more 
charming ride I have not had for many a day. The distance is seven 
miles, and the road, skirted with trees, extends along the river through 
one of the most beautiful tracts in the State. 

At Aurora, I had the pleasure of meeting Past Grand Master Lusk, 
now Grand Lecturer of the Grand Chapter and Grand Lodge, and also 
Bro. J. J. Huntley, Grand Lecturer of the Grand Lodge. A Chapter 
meeting was held in the evening, when Comp. Lusk, acting as H. P. 
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exalted three worthy Brothers. I was exceedingly sorry that I was 
unable to remain in the Chapter till the exercises were closed. After a 
short visit to the Chapter, I spent the remainder of the evening in the 
new Lodge, acting under dispensation, and of which Bro. B. F. HaD 
is W. M. There, I, for the first time, had the pleasure of hearing 
Bro. Huntley lecture. The time was occupied with the 1st section of 
the E. A. degree. Bro. H. has, what I believe to be, the genuine 
Barry work. Although I learned mine in Michigan, and he obtained 
his in Illinois, (from Bro. Barry himself and Bro. Jackson,) we per- 
fectly agree, with the exception of a few and unimportant verbal 
differences. 

Aurora has two Lodges, which embrace about one hundred mem- 
bers. The interests of the Fraternity are well cared for, and the Craft 
manifest a laudable desire not only to obtain the correct work, but 
such information as will enable them to conduct the business of the 
Lodge properly. To Bro. 6. F. Buck, I would tender my thanks for 
his fraternal attentions. 

Aurora has about four thousand inhabitants, and is one of the most 
flourishing cities in Illinois. Located on high, uneven land, and hav- 
ing an abundance of trees and foliage, its streets are very handsome, 
and many of the private residences peculiarly inviting. 

Since leaving Aurora, I have visited Oswego and Earlville. At the 
former place, I had the pleasure of meeting about twenty of the Breth- 
ren, whose kind attentions are duly appreciated. 

Bro. H. A. Chase, W. M., gave me a cordial reception at Earlville, 
and by his attentions the pleasure of my visit was greatly enhanced. 
The Craft in that town are doing well, and have a very good hatt , — 
which is too often wanting in small country places. 

To Bros. Isaac Wright and John Warless, I desire to express my 
thanks for favors in this place. 

I shall leave here to-morrow morning for Princeton ; thence I shall 
proceed to Rock Island, and then up the Mississippi River. a. w. 


0^ Deputy Inspector Van Rennselaer, assisted by Bros. C. R. 
Starkweather, of Chicago, and Carson, of Cincinnati, has recently estab- 
lished a Consistory, a Chapter of Rose Croix, a Council of P. of J., 
and a Lodge of Perfection, at Philadelphi a. \ 
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"IT RAINS.” 

*a Extract fane t§* Btbsletfons of s JBgaatt. 

44 We had once a rich scene in our Lodge, during Bro. Duncker- 
ley’s Mastership, which carries with it a useful lesson, and ought not to 
be disregarded,” proceeded my gossipping companion, who, like the 
barber in the Arabian Nights, would not suffer anybody to talk bat 
himself. 44 A stranger presented himself as a visitor, was examined, 
and admitted. He proved to be of a respectable standing in society, 
although on the present occasion he lent himself to the perpetration of 
a very disreputable affair ; and the R. W. M., with all his tact and dis- 
crimination, was very nearly outwitted. An ancient law of Masonry 
provided that no visitor, however skilled in the art, shall be admitted 
into a Lodge unless he is personally known to, or well vouched and 
recommended by, some of the Brethren then present Many occasions 
arose in which it had been deemed expedient to remit the strict observ- 
ance of the rule, and such had been the case in the present instance. 
The intruder, however, had not occupied his precarious position more 
than five minutes, before a venerable Brother called aloud, — 4 It 
Runs ! ’ 

44 Brother Dunckerley’s presence of mind did not forsake him in this 
emergency, and he gravely demanded of the visitor, — 4 Where were 
you made a Mason ? 9 

44 The answer was at hand. 4 In a Lodge at the King’s Head, 
Gravesend.’ 

44 This reply betrayed him; the daw was stripped of his borrowed 
plumes. The Brethren rose simultaneously from their seats in some 
degree of unnecessary alarm, like a flock of sheep in the presence of a 
strange dog.* 

44 Indeed, if the Wandering Jew had appeared among them in pro- 
pria persona , they would scarcely have exhibited a more urgent 
demand for his summary expulsion than was implied in the loud and 
universal murmur of disapprobation which was heard from every part 
of the Lodge. The intruder was perplexed ; he saw his error, but 
knew not the remedy : and when the R. W. M. quietly observed : 

4 Now, sir, will you be kind enough to favor us with your version of 
the story,’ he replied, in the language of Canning’s Knife Grinder : — 

* The Square Is inclined to be facetious here. ▲ strange dog, filling the flock with appre- 
hension, is brought forward as an apt comparison to the appearance of a strange earea* 
dropper (cowan) amongst the Brethren of a Tjled Lodge.— P. D. 
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“ 4 Story 1 — Lord bless you ! — I have none to tell ! I was anxious 
to see a Lodge of Brethren atwork ; and one of your seceding members 
furnished me with answers to a few questions which he said would be 
proposed in the Tyler’s room, and for a frolic I was determined to test 
their truth, as, at the very worst, I could only be rejected, which I did 
not conceive would be either a disappointment or a disgrace ; for, to say 
the truth, I scarcely expected to gain admittance into the Lodge.’ 

" What was to be done ? The dilemma was pressing, and various 
opinions were proposed and discussed, while the delinquent was secure- 
ly locked up in the preparing room, and left in darkness to his own 
agreeable reflections. The confusion in King Agramente’s camp, so 
well described by Ariosto, where one said one thing and another the 
reverse, may convey some idea of the consternation which ensued. All 
spoke together, and the reins of authority seemed to have been unnatu- 
rally snapped asunder ; for the B. W. M. had retired with his Wardens 
behind the pedestal, leaving the Brethren in the body of the room to 
denounce or threaten at their pleasure ; and their objurgations were 
rather amusing than otherwise. One or two young members, in the 
exuberance of their zeal, thoughtless and ill-judging, like sailors at the 
prospect of a wreck breaking open the sprit room, jumped upon the 
benches, like Victor Hugo’s scholars in the Notre Dame,t vociferating, 
— * Out with him ! Down with the intruder ! Turn him out ! ’ 

“ Others were more moderate. One Brother observed, in a depre- 
catory tone of voice : 4 Ho ought not to have been admitted.’ A fat 
Brother, with a red face peering from under a periwig and queue, who 
bad not taken the trouble, amidst all this excitement, to move from his 
seat, quietly asked, 4 Who examined him ? ’ And others, acting under 
the impulse so universally displayed by the young men on the bench, 
were clamorous that the watch should be called in, and the intruder 
transferred to the round-house. 

44 Meanwhile, Brother Dunckerley had matured his plan, and having 
ascended into the chair, and given the signal, which appeased the 
tumult, and brought every Brother to his seat in a moment, he said : — 

“ 4 Brethren, — I need not tell you that we are placed at this moment 
in a situation where a false step may involve not only this Lodge but 
the entire Graft in unknown difficulties. It was the maxim of Socra- 
tes, — it is well to punish an enemy, hut it is better to make him your 
friend. Now we must not content ourselves with asking who examined 


t The Bqtun anachxonlie*.— P. D. 
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him ? or why he was admitted? for he is actually amongst us ; and it 
is too late to prevent the intrusion. And if we were to adopt that r 
worthy Brother’s advice who recommended him to be turned out, the 
matter would not be greatly mended ; the principal difficulty would 
still remain. I conceive, therefore, that the wisest course we can pur- 
sue under these untoward circumstances will be, to use our best endea- 
vors toward converting this temporary evil into a permanent benefit, 
as the bee extracts honey from the most poisonous flowers, by trans- 
forming the unweloome cowan into a worthy Mason. For this purpose 
I propose that — if his station in life be not objectionable — the provision 
of our by-laws respecting the admission of candidates be suspended 
in this single instance, and that he be initiated on the spot.’ 

“ The proposition was regularly seconded by the S. W., and was 
unanimously agreed to ; and the intruder was again introduced by the 
Senior E. A. P., for we had in our Lodges at that time neither Deacons 
nor Inner Guard. The RW.M. first examined him as to his residence, 
trade, and respectability of character ; and these inquiries being satis- 
factorily disposed of, the question was proposed, whether he would 
adopt the alternative of befog made a Mason, to avoid the disgrace of 
befog posted as an imposter. 

“ He said nothing could be more acceptable to his wishes. In foci, 
it was the very proposal he intended to make himself, as an atonement 
for his error, and a means of wiping away his disgrace. He accordingly 
received the first degree, and not only proved an excellent and zealous 
Mason, but in due course rose to the chair of the Lodge. 

44 The origin of the above significant watchword,” continued the 
Square, proeingly, as if he was taking credit to himself for communi- 
cating some very important secret which was known to none but him- 
self, — 14 Don’t speak ! ” — he ejaculated, in a sharp and eager tone of 
voice, as I exhibited indications of a reply, — 44 Don’t speak, and you 
shall hear ! In our time, a cowan, or over-curious uninitiated person, 
who was detected in the fact of listening, or attempting to prooure, by 
any undue means, a knowledge of the peculiar secrets of Masonry, 
was termed an eavesdropper, from the nature of the infliction to which 
be was subjected. He was placed under the eaves of a house in rainy 
weather, and retained there till the droppings of the water ran in at 
the collar of his coat, and out at his shoes, and, therefore, the phrase, 

4 it rains? indicates that a cowan is present, and the proceedings must 
be suspended.” 
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MASOHIC ITEMS. 

Rxlics. — We learn from the Masonic Messenger , that Sir K’t Thos. 
Orr, of Ohio, has at considerable trouble and expense procured a piece 
of the Old Temple at Jerusalem, through the exertions of Bro. J. P. 
Brown, Dragoman, of Constantinople, who is W. M. of a Lodge located 
there. 44 It is,” says the Messenger , 44 in the form of a double cube, 
being 15x15x30 inches. If we recollect rightly, Mount Moriah is 
composed of a soft limestone, which this appears to be, being easily 
scratched with a nail. We rather doubt it being a portion of the old 
temple, though it might have come from the crypts or vaults that are 
now ascertained to exist in the interior of the mountain. We do not 
believe King Solomon would have built the temple of so poor an article 
of stone as this appears to be, for Masonic tradition informs us the 
quarries of Zeradatha supplied the stone. However, there is no doubt 
this stone came from Jerusalem, and that is sufficient to hallow it in the 
mind of the Masonic fraternity.” 

Masonic Presentation. — To the kindness of our friends of the 
Buffalo Courier, we are indebted for an account of the ceremonies 
had on the occasion of the presentation, to Hon. Bro. Wm. Blackstone 
Hubbard, M. E. G. M. of Knights Templars in the United States, of 
an Honorarium of a Patriarchal Cross, about five inches in length 
along the body, and about two and a half inches in width along the 
two arms of the cross. The material is of gold, surrounding a gor- 
geous surface of red enamel, in the center of which a single diamond 
of great size is set. The hangings are of massive gold, with the em- 
blems of the Order of Knights Templar emblazoned on them. 

The following is the inscription on the reverse : 


In Hoc Si^na Vinces. 

f IKIIUTIft TO Tfll 

HON. WILLIAM BLACKSTONE HUBBARD, 

M. E. Grand Master of Knights Templars of the United States. 

A testimonial from the Grand Encampment of the United States. 

Ordered September 7, 1866. 

A. 0. 783. 

When we say the presentation address of Sir Knight Robert Morris 
was worthy of its author, we have intimated that it was eloquent, 
scholarly and graceful, and those who heard it, enjoyed a rich feast. 
At its close, the cross was hung about tbe neck of Bro. Hubbard, wbo 
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made a most beautiful and touching acknowledgment. Sir Knight 
John L. Lewis, jr., of Penn Yan, subsequently presented a fine speci- 
men of chronography to Sir Knight John W. Simons, of New York, 
Past Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of the State of 
New York. The address and the reply were fine specimens of oratory, 
and in exoellent taste. 

The exercises closed with a benediction by Sir Knight Rev. E. Cres- 
sey, and in the evening a Masonic supper was given at the Mansion 
House. 

The venerable librarian of the Astor Libraiy, describing the 
Masonic portion of his collection, pronounced it “ complete enough for 
general purposes.” It consists of nine volumes, three by Dr. Oliver 
on Freemasonry , and six by various authors on Anti-Masonry. The 
members of this old traditionary Craft, which reaches 200,000 of the 
first men of the United States, must feel flattered by Mr. Coggswell’s 
opinion, that nine such books are “ complete enough for general pur- 
poses,” especially when we consider that Mr. Astor himself was a de- 
voted Mason, and the Master of a Lodge of Masons in this city. We 
[New York Dispatch] chronicle the fact as explaining the status of 
Masonic literature in the Astor Library. 

A Fatal Accident — Narrow Escape of Grand Master Hib- 
bard. — But a short time since, we visited Grand Master Hibbard at 
Alton, and found him and his family in excellent health. He was pur- 
suing the even tenor of his way, anticipating no obstacle to mar the 
bright prospects of the future ; his wife, a lady of accomplishments 
and rare merit, was the very picture of health, and his little children 
were merry with their pastimes. With such recollections crowding upon 
us, it is with grief that we learned, a few weeks since, the particulars 
of a serious and fatal accident which has obscured the happiness of our 
Brother, and brought sorrow to his hearth-stone. The casualty, to 
which we allude, occurred on the 1st of September, and is thus de- 
scribed by an Alton paper : 

We regret exceedingly that we are called upon to record the occur- 
rence, yesterday afternoon, of an accident by which several members 
of a family, well known and highly esteemed in Alton, were seriously 
injured. 

As Mr. J. H. Hibbard, of the firm of Metcalf & Hibbard, book- 
sellers on Third street, was driving in a part of the city where deep 
cuts have been made in grading the streets, near City School House No. 
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2, hi a horses became frightened, and in backing, ran the carriage over 
the edge of an embankment forty feet Ugh. The body of the carriage 
becoming detached, went over, carrying all the occupants with it, the 
horses running off with the wheels. 

The persons in the carriage were Mr. J. H. Hibbard, wife, and child 
some two or three years old ; Mr. E. Hibbard, Mr. J. H. Hibbard’s 
father, and Judge J. Bailhache, Mrs. Hibbard’s father. 

Judge Bailhache was hart very seriously. He fell upon his head 
and face, and received several severe outs from his glasses, which he 
had on at the time, and was otherwise so severely bruised as to render 
him insensible for some time. 

Mr. E. Hibbard was considerably bruised, and received several slight 
cuts, but his injuries are not serious. 

Mrs. Hibbard fared rather worse. Her face was badly cut and 
bruised, and she was otherwise seriously injured. 

The little child was taken up insensible, and, it was thought, dead ; 
but it was afterwards ascertained that, aside from a few slignt bruises, 
its only injury was the breaking of one limb, above the knee. 

Mr. J. H. Hibbard was the only one of the party who escaped entirely 
without injury. 

About four or five days after the accident, Bro. Judge Bailhache, 
long known as a Mason and a member of the Grand Lodge, died from 
the injuries which he received. Mrs. Hibbard and the little child, we 
are happy to state, are fast recovering. 

Washington was " initiated” in Fredericksburg Lodge on the 
4th day of November, 1752. He was “ passed” on the 21st day of 
February, 1758, and “ raised” on the 4th August, 1753. The officers 
of the Lodge at the time were Dan. Campbell, Master ; John Neilson, 
8. W. ; Dr. Robert Halkerson, J. W. These facts may be found 
recorded on the original records of the Lodge. 


EXPELLED. 


Paw Paw, Mich., Ang. SI, 1857. 

A. Weston Esq. : 

Dear Sir and Brother : — At a regular communication of Paw Paw 
Lodge No. 25, of F. and A. Masons, held at their Hall, August 4th, 
1857, Archibald Stewart was expelled from all the privileges and bene- 
fits of Masonry, for unmason io conduct ; and the same ordered pub- 
lished in Tm Ashlar. 

Respectfully and fraternally, yours, A. J. 60RTIRE, 

Secretary of Paw Paw Lodge F. and A. Masons. 
6— vol. m. ho. u. 
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MARRIED, 

In Penn Tan, N. Y., August 25th, b y Rev. Mr. Taylor, Bro. Michael 
Shoemaker, of Jackson, Mich., to Sabah Wishes, daughter of the late 
Henry A. Wianer, Esq. 

At the residence of Bro. L. W. Tubbs, Aug. 5th, 1857, by the Rev. J. W. 
Daniels, Bro. Henry P. Coolidge, of Greenwood Lodge No. 58, Iowa, to 
Miss Thede M., daughter of Hon. William Wheeler, of Flowerfield, St. 
Joseph county, Michigan. 

August 6th, 1857, by the Rev. J. W. Daniels, Bro. E. C. Blackmar, Secre- 
tary o? Glenwood Lodge No. 58, of Glcnwood, Iowa, to Miss Rebecca W., 
daughter of Bro. J. W. Coolidge, all of Glenwood, Mills county, Iowa. 

In Detroit, Mich., by Rev. Bro. F. A. Blades, on the 1st of September last, 
Bro. Lbwib P. Durkee to Miss Eliza A. Smith. 

[Bro. D. is the worthy Treasurer of Ashlar Lodge. Although wc cannot 
say that Miss Smith has changed her name for one more euphonious, we will 
vouch that she has for a husband a worthy Mason. We wish them happiness.] 


DIED, 

At his residence, in Colon, Mich., on the 15th bf June last, Bro. J. W. 
Kkickbockkr, aged 32 years. He was buried with Masonic honors. 

Colon Lodge No. 72. 

In reference to the death of Bro. J. W. Knickbocker, a special meeting of 
Colon Lodge was called on the 17th of June, when the following resolutions 
were adopted : 

Resolved, That in the death of Bro. Knickbocker, the Lodge has lost a very dear and worthy 
Brother— one who had not only the confidence and esteem of the Brethren, bat one who had 
the confidence of the community in which he lived, and was highly respected and esteemed 
tot his usefulness, merit and worth. 

Resolved, That we deeply sympathise with his afflicted widow and relatives ; — his widow, 
who has been bereaved or a kind and affectionate husband, who was cut off in the midst of 
usefulness, with flattering prospects before him, and we earnestly pray that the God of mercy 
may bless her and her little ones with his cheering goodness and mercy, sustain and oom- 
fort them in this life and prepare them for the life to come. 

Resolved, That a oopy <?f the above resolutions be transmitted to the fkmily of the de- 
ceased, and published in Tax Ashlar. 

! W . M. RKED, 

L. 0. LELAND, 

R. WATSON. 


At a special communication of Battle Creek Lodge No. 12, held Aug. 16th, 
the following Preamble and Resolutions were unanimously adopted : 

WaxaiAS, It has pleased the 8uprome Architect of the Universe to call from Labor to 
Refreshment our worthy Brother. Benj. B. Hick, 

Resolved , That while we most numbly bow before the afflicting dispensation of ourl>iviDe 
Grand Master, we cannot allow the occasion to pass without an expression of our regard for the 
Christian and Masonio virtues of our lamented Brother, whose sands of life have now run out 
— whose mortal ark, we trust, is now safely anchored in that haven where the wicked cease 
from troubling and the weary are at rest. 

Resolved , That in the life and character of our departed Brother, we recognise the exem- 
plification of those noble tenets of our Order, which, while they teach us how to xcalk, act and 
part, point us with happy assurance to the reward of a well-spent life. 

Resolved , That in the death of our Brother, our Institution has lost a warm and devoted 
member, whose fhithful breast has long been the safe repository of the Mysteries of our 
ancient Institution. 

Resolved. That we tender our warmest sympathy and condolence to the bereaved wife and 
fkmily of toe deceased, who have been thus bereft of a companion, parent and friend. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be published in Tub Ashlar, Battle Creek Jej 
fersonian and Battle Crock Journal, and a copy forwarded to the fkmily of the deceased. 
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fEP* Those who return numbers of The Ashlar, should mark on 
them the name of the Post office to which they are sent. Several num- 
bers have come to us through the Post office, whence we know not, and 
consequently cannot erase the names from our book. 

Send the Names of Subscribers. — The Grand Lodge of Illinois 
will meet a few days after this number of The Ashlar is issued. We 
would earnestly request our agents in the State to obtain the names of 
as many new subscribers as possible, and forward them to the Grand 
Lodge, where we will be present to receive them. 

Seed the Amount of tour Subscription to the Grand Lodge. 
—Almost all our subscribers in Illinois who have not paid their sub- 
scriptions for The Ashlar, agreed to forward the amount to us at the 
Grand Lodge Communication, which is to be held at Springfield on the 
6th of this month. We would call their attention to Urn fact, and shall 
depend on their remittances. 

8everal subscribers who were to forward the amount of ^ their 
subscriptions on the receipt of the first number, have failed to do so. 
We request them to forward immediately on the receipt of this, as we 
have incurred expense, relying on their promises. 

Look out for one Amos F. Lanfear. He is an imposter, and 
has been expelled from Philanthropic Lodge No. 164, New York State. 
He is travelling in the West, and deceiving Masons. 

Grand Lodge of Illinois. — This body will meet at Springfield on 
the 6th day of the present month. We shall give in our next number 
a report of its proceedings, and also of those of the Grand Chapter 
and Grand Council. 

Hate you paid for the Second Volume of The Ashlar? — 
Those who have not, are earnestly requested to do so immediately, as 
we need the money. We trust our request will not go unheeded. 
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Thb New Constitution. — The M. W. 6. M., Bro. Jas. H. Hib- 
bard, has officially advised us that the New Constitution, to be found 
on pages 51 and 52, Proceedings of 1856, has received the affirmative 
vote of 143 chartered Lodges, the negative vote of 22 chartered 
Lodges ; and the vote of 46 Lodges has not been received. One hun- 
dred and forty-one Lodges being a majority of two-thirds, the said 
Constitution is now in force. There is now no provision for proxies, 
and Masters and Wardens of Lodges are advised not to appoint any 
to represent them at the Grand Communication of the Grand Lodge 
this month. 


We have received from McNally & Co., Theatre Buildings, Chi- 
cago, the Memoir and Eulogy of Dr. Elisha Kent Kane, pronounoed 
by Bro. E. W. Andrews, before the Grand Lodge of New York, June 
5, 1857, together with the Opening Address of the M. W. Grand 
Master, and letters received on the occasion from Edward Everett, 
Washington Irving, General Wool, Judge Kane, Commodores Perry, 
Stewart and Read, and many other distinguished gentlemen, in various 
parts of the Union — the whole forming a neat pamphlet of some sixty 
•odd pages, giving an interesting description of the proceedings had by 
the Grand Lodge, on the occasion of their public expression of grief 
at the demise of the hero, the action of Arcana Lodge, the odes com- 
posed for, and sung on the occasion, and the chaste, impressive and 
graphic memoir of the life, and eulogy upon the death, of our beloved 
and illustrious Brother. It should be in the hands of every member 
of the Fraternity, in the library of every Lodge ; and we stydl take 
pleasure in forwarding it to any address, postage free, on the receipt of 
twenty-five cents in stamps. 

Visits among the Brethren. — Since the date of our correspon- 
dence at Springfield, we have travelled over a hrge portion of the 
southern section of the beautiful State of Illinois, known by the eupho- 
nious name of Elgypt. We found anything but a place of darkness, 
and made the acquaintance of many Masons with warm hearts and 
large souls. Our limited space prevents our giving the names, as we 
would like to do, of those who manifested a deep interest in the Order, 
and smoothed the rugged path of life by their kindness. It would be 
a dereliction, however, for us not to refer to the M. W. Grand Master, 
J. H. Hibbard, and the pattern of Grand Secretaries, H. G. Reynolds. 
The former we met at Alton, and found him, though young in years, a 
devoted Mason, whom research and intelligence fitted for the high posi- 
tion which he holds. Bro. Reynolds, in his office at Knoxville, was 
surrounded by papers, and busily preparing for the meeting of the 
Grand Lodge. 

Leaving Springfield, we visited the following places : Virden, Girard, 
Carlinville, Alton, Upper Alton, St. Louis, Carlyle, Centralia, Salem, 
Lawrenceville, Vincennes, Vandalia, Pasts, Shelbyville, Charleston, Paris, 
Terre Haute, Jacksonville, Naples, Quincy, Macomb, Abingdon, Mon- 
mouth, Galesburg, Knoxville, Peoria, Laoon, Henry, Peru and LaSalle. 
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THE INDIAN HAS ON— AN HISTORICAL SKETCH.* 


It wag daring the stormy period of 79, when the allied enemies of 
America and France were contending with varied success with the 
hostile troops of Great Britain, that General Sullivan was sent on his 
celebrated expedition against the associated Indians and Tories of the 
North. 

At the commencement of our country’s struggle for national liberty, 
England thought herself able to crush, with her own powerful arm, all 
opposition to her will at a single blow. But finding her measures could 
not intimidate, nor her armies subdue her revolted colonies, she deter- 
mined to lessen her difficult task, by fomenting discord among our peo- 
ple, by purchasing loyalty with her gold, and bribing the untamed 
savages on our frontiers to become her allies. 

Congress bad early foreseen the danger that might arise from an 
exposure of our frontier settlements to the Indian tribes on their bor- 
ders, and had procured an assembly of a council of their Chiefe, which 
was attended by Colonial Commissioners, who said to them, 11 This is 
a family quarrel between os and England. You Indians are not con- 
cerned in it. We do not wish you to take up the hatchet against the 
King’s troops. We desire you to remain at nome, and not join either 
side ; but bury the hatchet deep.” 

To this the Chiefe of the Six Nations agreed. There had long resid- 
ed among them one whom they had ever regarded as a friend, and who 
had often guided them in their councils. This was Sir William John- 
son. His influence over them was unbounded, and be was the acknow- 
ledged favorite of his sovereign. To him the English Government had 
sent early dispatches, directing him, as their Commissioner, to enlist 
the Indians in the war against the Colonies. 

Sir William had ever abhorred cruelty, and his mind revolted from 
the bloody scenes which he foresaw would ensue around the domestic 
hearth-stones of the unprotected pioneers of the frontier settlements. 
He had shared with these yeomen their difficulties and dangers, and 
while he remained true to his allegiance to his king, his heart shrank 
from a cruel and fratricidal war on those of his own blood, who had 
ever been his friends and neighbors. 

But he was spared from a disobedience to a sovereign to whom he 
was attached, or a participation in the 4>loody scenes which followed, by 
a death so sudden, that suspicion has said he committed suicide, rather 
than he the instrument of the cruelty of his goverment 

He was succeeded iu his titles and estate by his son, Sir John John- 
son, and in his superintendency of Indian affairs by his son-in-law, Col. 
Guy Johnson, who had been his Deputy Assistant during his lifetime. 
In their immediate neighborhood, lived Col. John Butler and his son, 
Walter N. Butler, who were influential loyalists, without any of the 
mild virtues which had distinguished Sir mlliam Johnson. 


• From the SfeMt and JomaL 
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These men succeeded to the unbounded influence of Sir William 
over the Indians, and having sent runners through all the tribes, and 
assembled them in council at Oswego ; and while the indignant Chatham 
was rebuking the ministers around the throne, for their unnatural cru- 
elty, in the most withering language, the Johnsons and Butlers were 
haranguing this council of savage warriors, promising them money 
and food, rum as plenty as water, and a bounty for every rebel’s scalp. 
How well they haa succeeded, let the subsequent massacres of Scoha- 
rie, Cherry Valley and Wyoming tell ! Neither the innocence of infan- 
cy, the charm of beauty, or the helplessness of old age, were any secu- 
rity against the deadly rifle, or the murderous tomahawk and bloody 
knife. One only respite was known to this sanguinary cruelty, and 
that was a reservation for torture, or the hopeless captive’s lot. 

But there was another master spirit in these stirring scenes. This 
was Joseph Brant, a half breed Indian. Brant had been a favorite, 
and a protege of Sir William Johnson during his lifetime, and rumor has 
said he owed to him his paternity. His mother was a Mohawk, and 
Brant was at this time the principal Chief of that tribe. While a 
lad, he had been sent by Sir William to a charity school in Connecti- 
cut, where he had received a good English education. Although inher- 
iting with his maternal blood all the wild passions of his race, yet by 
his attainments in the sciences and arts of civilized life, he gave great 
promise of being useful to each of the two races whose blood mingled 
m his veins. 

So great was his proficiency, that he translated into the Mohawk 
language the Gospel of St. Mark, and assisted the Rev. Dr. Stewart, 
an Episcopal Missionary, in translating a number of other religious 
works into the Indian tongue. After receiving his education, he had 
been employed by Sir William as his private secretary, and in this 
capacity had visited England during the early part of the American con- 
troversy, where he was shown distinguished honors by the nobility and 
other persons of eminence. While in England, it is believed he was 
initiated into the rites of Masonry, and became a Master Mason, as his 
subsequent history shows he was a member of the Fraternity. 

With such acquirements, influenced by his friendship for the John- 
sons, and by his neighbors, the infamous Butlers, and perhaps remem- 
bering but too well the wrongs his own race had suffered, he became a 
most dangerous fee to the infant and unprotected settlements. Band- 
ing with the Six Nations, except a few Oneidas, and the still more 
malignant loyalists, or Tories, as they were called, he planned and exe- 
cuted, in conjunction with the Butlers, those savage wholesale massa- 
cres of the frontier settlements, which made his name a terror to all 
the region exposed to his attacks. 

But while the name of Brant has been handed down to us red with 
the gore of unprotected villages, we know not that it was ever black 
with treachery. It was his Tory associate, Butler, whose perfidy kept 
no faith, and who knew no mercy. 

Brant had chosen the master whom he would serve, and was able 
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to call around him the warriors of his own race at Us bidding, and in 
fighting, he followed the customs of their fothen. 

Among the many authenticated incidents in the life of Brant, which 
enable us to look through the dusky covering of the warrior, and see 
the man, — yes, and the Mason, the following may be given, showing 
that his obligations as a Mason were remembered, even amidst the hor- 
rors of the conflict 

A party of Indians and Tories, led by Brant, had in July of *79 
fallen on an unprotected village, called Minisink, massacred its inhab- 
itants, and were retreating with their booty, when they were next day 
pursued and overtaken* A severe battle ensued, in wbioh the Indians 
were victorious, and killed and captured many of the colonists. Among 
the latter was a Major Wood, who, having learned that Brant was a 
Freemason, and who by some means had acquired the knowledge of 
certain signs that are recognized among Brothers in distress, appealed 
m this mystic manner to Brant Faithful to his pledge of brotherhood, 
the Indian chief interposed and saved his life. But he soon after dis- 
covered the imposture, yet he still spared his life, and after a long cap- 
tivity, he ultimately returned him to his friends. It is related that 
Brant reproached mm severely, for dishonorably pretending to be a 
Mason when he was not.. 

It was a few weeks after the above incident with Major Wood, that 
Brant was called to oppose the march of Gen. Sullivan, who was pro- 
gressing with a formidable foroe into the very heart of the Indian coun- 
try, to waste and destroy the strongholds, the planting grounds and 
homes of the savage allies of England. 

General Sullivan had concentrated his entire foroe, consisting of 
above 3,000 men at Tioga Point, — (now Athens, Pa.) and hare was 
first met by the Indians and Tories under Brant and Butler. No battle 
here ensued, and Sullivan was permitted unmolested to destroy the 
Indian settlement called Queen Esther’s Town. The wily savages and 
bloodthirsty Tories, however, hovered about their march, ana gave 
them battle at Ohemuny, (near Elmira, N. Y.) The Inmans 
were here defeated, and retreated to their homes into the interior of 
the State. 

As they were followed into this then wild wilderness by Sullivan, k 
became necessary to use the utmost vigilance, to prevent a surprise by 
ambuscade at some point where they would be unable successfully to 
contend with a lurking foe. 

For this, small scouts were kept in advance, and upon their skirts, 
to watch each danger. As they encamped at sunset one evening, a 
snail party, consisting of Lieutenant Thomas Boyd, and twenty chosen 
men under his command, were detached to proceed in advance of the 
army, and reconnoitre the country ahead, and discover the position of 
foe enemy. 

Lieutenant Boyd was a brave officer, and was attached to a rifle 
corps in the army. He was a Pennsylvanian by birth, born in Northum- 
berland county. His father died while he was young, leaving him and 
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two brothers to the ease of his widowed mother. Each of the three 
sons had cone as officers into the army, and one only ere r returned to 
the widows home. One fell at the battle of Brandywine, and the one 
whose progress we are now detailing, yielded up his life, at the call of 
his country, to a savage foe. 

Lieutenant Boyd and his small party had preceded the camp many 
miles, and discovered the homes of the Indians, where their corn-fields 
wero guarded, and their wives and children were settled, and was on 
his return to the army, when he was surprised by a party of Indians 
and Tories in ambush, and after a severe contest, in which all his men 
except one was killed or captured, he, with one only of his men, was 
taken to the enemy’s camp a prisoner. 

Lieutenant Boyd was a Freemason, and knowing that Brant was 
reported to be a member of the Order, he solicited an interview with 
him, and appealed to him, by the mystic sign of Brotherhood, for his 
clemency and protection. His appeal was recognized by Brant, and he 
was immediately assured, in the strongest language, that his life should 
be spared. There is no doubt but that this pledge was given in 
sincerity, and would have been faithfully fulfilled, had not Brant been 
called on service which required a few hours’ absence, leaving the two 
prisoners for the time in the charge of his Tory associate commander, 
Butler. 

Butler, unmindful of the pledge of Brant, had the prisoners brought 
before him, and endeavored by torture to extract from them all that 
they knew of the strength and secret plans of Gen. Sullivan. Refus- 
ing to give the information sought, Parke, the associate of Boyd, 
was at onoe dispatched by order of Butler. Boyd was still further 

Q uestioned, but knowing that the safety of the army depended on his 
delity, and relying on the promised protection of Brant, he was still 
firm in his refusal to answer. Butler, upon this, ordered his eyes put 
out, his nose and tongue cut off, and tnen, making an incision in his 
abdomen, took one of his intestines and tied it to a tree, and with 
scourges drove him around the tree till his intestines were all drawn 
from his body, after which he was scalped and decapitated. His body 
was found next day by the army, and interred near the spot where be 
was slain, where it reposed till 1841, when it was sought and identified 
by the buttons of the uniform, and taken to the cemetery of Mount 
Hope, Rochester, and reinterred, and a suitable monument erected to 
the memory of the gallant officer and Brother. 

Many other incidents are related of the Masonic character of Brant, 
which do honor to his memory, and while the pages of histoiy are 
stained with the recital of many bloody scenes of which he is said to 
have been the instigator, yet hatred to treachery, and love of truth, 
were striking traits in his character, and he has, no doubt, been 
made to bear much reproach that should fall on his Tory ally. But- 
ler, alone. 
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Tor Tax Amur. 

TABLE TALK. 

*9 I It*. |. «. Coftfatotl. 

44 What hare you there 1 " enquired Barney Hagerman, knocking the aahee 
out of hie pipe, by tapping it lightly on hie thumb nail. 

41 Mr meal, and with it the last Ashlar,” returned I. 

44 Well,” said he, 44 that reminds me of the contempt I felt for Th* Ashlab, 
when I first came Weet. Two years ago, when I left the city of New York, 
and determined to spend a portion of the remainder of my bachelor life in the 
West, I ordered all of the New York Monthlies, under the impression that 
nothing could be found here to read, unless it emanated from the New York 
press. I laughed in my sleeve at yon, to see you poring over 44 Th* Ashlab 1 * 
with so much interest ; and supposed that you had nothing else to read, till I 
found Putnam, Harper and the Eclectic on your table— and lying there too, 
untouched, till you had literally eaten up Thb Ashlab : and then, said I to my- 
self, H is a Masonic work, and these Masons are bound, or think they are, either 
by their mystic obligations, or by a sense of duty, to read every scratch and 
•crawl concerning their 44 ancient and honorable Order, 11 as they call their Insti- 
tution. So I laughed at Thb Ashlab, and at your rural simplicity. I fancied 
the bustling pride of the redoubtable editor, as he fussily distributee his Masonic 
bantling at monthly periods. And I thought of the fable of the toad and the 
ox, when I fancied the efforts of Detroit to swell in pretensions, if not in dimen- 
sions, to a veritable city. Yes, Detroit had got to be a city, and, like other 
cities, must have its monthly literary and Masonic issues. 11 

44 Well, 11 said 1, 44 you were pretty fhll of fancies about that time, were you 
sot? 11 

44 Well — yes — I was full of fancies, 11 he replied. 

44 But what do you think of Thb Ashlar now 1 11 

44 It is better, quite good, in feet ; yes, it is a very choice thing. To tell the 
truth, I sent in my subscription s good while ago, and like you, I read h the 
int thing upon its receipt. 11 

u And, pray, what has changed your mind in relation to it 1 11 

14 Well, I discover that it contains a good deal of original matter, of high lite- 
rary merit. Its charm is peculiar and bewitching. Your Masonry, although it 
is something I do not nnderstand, has struck upon a new lead (as the miner! 
would say) In literature— a rich vein, abounding in elegant metaphors, chaste 
illustrations, and pure gems of thought, which are out of place, and inapplica- 
ble, in any other style of literature. While they enhance your peculiar method 
of expression, and interpretation of ideas, they cannot he made use of in ordi- 
nary literature ; or, if attempted to be used, will oaly serve to encumber and 
mar the whole. 11 

14 1 confess, Barney, I do not comprehend your idea ; pray explain. 11 

44 Well, in your literature, you select a temple, as the proper emblem of man 1 ! 
moral life. Now, I cannot make the application, nor can it he properly used, 
in that respect, except in Masonic literature ; — and that will take np the idea, 
sad elaborate it, ad v\ftr*twn. But why is a temple selected by your Order, as 
•a apt emblem of moral conduct ? 11 

44 On account of its aptness, I presume, 11 1 replied. 

44 There, now, 11 said Barney, in some vexation, and filling his pipe, " I sup- 
pose I am prying into some of your mystic secrets. 11 

44 Not at all, hut you are partly mistaken in the facts of the proposition. It 
is one temple only, the temple at Jerusalem, that is used thus metaphorically. 11 

44 And why that particular temple 1 let me ask. 11 

44 Because it was erected by Divine command, and under the promise, that if 
it was constructed in all its piculs, and perfected in its several details, according 
to the Divine direction, that the Lord would dwell within it. So, every law of 
osr moral nature points out to us, by its divine command, how to rear our moral 
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superstructure so as to make us really what the Temple of Solomon was, em- 
blematically, a proper abiding place for the Divine presence, in whose image 
the just and upright Mason stands. It is in this that the metaphor is most apt 
and beautiful ; that if our moral conduct is in strict conformity to the funda- 
mental principles of love, truth and justice, (which are the cardinal points that 
embrace all the divine attributes, and human virtues,) the hidden Shekinah, 
which was supposed to dwell in the Holy of Holies of King Solomon's Temple, 
(which in man is the image of his Creator, and which image is only to be found 
truly reflected in just and moral men,) becomes tabernacled in our breasts. It 
is then that the beauty and harmony of the moral superstructure, like the archi- 
tectural beauty and order of King Solomon's Temple, shines resplendently, It 
is then that the wisdom of the Divine Architect is apparent, and the pillars of 
moral wisdom, strength and boauty are discovered, supporting the whole morel 
edifice. It is then that moral light, like fire from heaven, descends, and the 


glory of the Lord fills the whole house. The incense ascending, day and night, 
from the golden censer in the Sanctum Sanctorum, is an apt emblem of that 
holy joy which ascends from the very heart of hearts of the good man. The 
gathering together, and the preparation of the materials of King Solomon's 
Temple, the vast amount of labor expended upon those materials, and the order, 
system and discipline necessary to direct the application of that labor to the mate- 
rial, in order to properly interpret the design of the Divine Architect, and to 
bring order out of confusion, and harmony out of discord, point out to us the 
necessity of labor and discipline to be applied to our various attributes, in order 
to bring them into strict harmony with each other, like stones well prepared, 
plumbed, squared and leveled, and nicely fitted in a building. The character 


of a truly good man stands like a beautiful edifice, composed of many parts and 
a variety of materials, but each subdued, disciplined and adjusted with reference 
to each other, so as to compose one harmonious whole. As the Lord dwelt in 
the Temple of King Solomon, so the truly moral man becomes the recipient of 
those divine attributes, which display to the world the presence of a divine 
nature.” 


man stands like a beautiful edifice, composed of many parts and 


“ Now, ” said Barney, “ that is the very thing I was after. That illustrates 
my idea. There is a styls of literature peculiarly pertaining to your Order — a 
style, which, while it is strong, lofty and elevatea, is chaste, simple and lucid. 
In truth, it opens a new era in literature ; but to be able to enter the lists, and 
wield the magic wand of this Masonic genius, this new explorer in the repub- 
lic of letters, one must be a votary.” 

“ And you are not one.” 

“ No, I am not, nor do I know that I ever will be ; and still there is a mys- 
tery in its economy that I would like to comprehend.” 

“ Well, il fait casser U noyau en avoir I’amande, you know.” 

“ Yes, yes, I understand. If I only could know, before I broke the shell, 
what kind of a kernel I was to get at, I might act differently.” 

“ Perhaps you might not act at all.” 

“ Perhaps not. But there is some magic in this Freemasonry that the world 
does not understand, while all are more or less brought under its weird influ- 
ence. It is but a few years ago that it was prostrate. In the days of anti-Ma- 
sonry it was a reproach to be a Mason. A powerful political party was erected 
on its ruins, and it was supposed that Masonry wasgfruried, bodily, under its 
broad foundation, never again to rise. But look at the difference. Now, there 
are more Masons than ever, and no monument, college, church, State House, 
school house, can be erected, or statue inaugurated, without a respectful invita- 
tion from those who are not Masons, to some Lodge or Grand Lodge, to take 
charge of and conduct the ceremonies. Where now is the anti-Masonic party, 
its high pretensions, and vaunted patriotism ? ” 

“ Ah, there are two reasons for this reaction in public sentiment. First, it is a 
fixed and inflexible axiom in natural law, that truth will and must prevail. 
Second, those who, with their high claims to patriotism, overrode Masonry, 
were insincere, and barely took advantage of an incident to raise themselves 
Into notoriety, and perhaps preferment, without a second thought for the true 
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interests of humanity. When they saw that their project mint fail, they aban- 
doned it, and strnek upon some other temporary platform. And this is the 
whole secret of that mystery." 

“ A truce to this discussion. I wish to ask you how the editor of the AsHUUt 
can afford, from his limited patronage, to engage the talents of so accomplished 
an author as Mr. Mason ? ” 

“ What Mr. Mason 1 I do not understand yon." 

“ Conn Mason, my dear sir, Mr. Conn Mason/ 1 

“ 97 M,W ***** *’ * 6fLQ * n ff back in my chair, and laughing heartily. 

" Why do you langh 1 1 perceive nothing to langh at. I defy you to find a 
more able production than his tale of the destruction of the Templars." 

M Very true." 

" Then why do you laugh ? It is replete with beauties — succinct and terse 
In ftyie, strong in diction, elevated and commanding intone ; in fact, it is first of 
its kind. Mr. Mason possesses, I think, an extraordinary power of description, 
which enables him to present to the mind’s eye, nay, to the very soul, in the 
very fewest words, the most comprehensive and touching realization of his idea. 
Listen, for instance," continued he, and then read from The Annum : 


“ It ues a cold, dampnicht in November, 1906. Thi frown rain fell in torrents, drench- 
ing fife dark S t rews of Pans. There were no sounds of life abroad, save some workmen, who 
t a soaffeld la the Place la Grave. On the morrow there was to be an execution 
l fer dvil offences. The workmen tolled on, the sounds of their heavy 

_ms of the convicts, In the opposite prison, where the wretched rio- 

ttmevme covering and shivering in the dark and oold.” • 


“ There, whmt do you think o( that 1 There, in a half dozen lines, you are 
made to feel, and hear, and see, what no other living author can bring you to 
comprehend in as many pages. * It was a cold, damp night in November/ 
Don’t you feel it T I can feel the cursed chills creeping along my very bones. 
There was no bright snow to add a desolate cheerfulness (if I may be allowed 
the expression) to the scene. * Frozen rain drenching the dark streets ; ’ see 
there, again, adding, in ten more words, a tenfold desolation to the thought. 
How, had he only let in a cheerful laugh, a roystering huzza, or a jolly shout, 
Conn Mason would have abated half of the horrors be had conjured up. But 
ao, he knew better. He was an old hand at pouring cold iron into stout men’s 
hearts. He knew his power, and was determined to nse it. What does he do 1 
and in less than twenty words more, too ? We ’ll see. * There were no sounds 
of life abroad. ’ What, no sound ? Ah, indeed, if not, then, the horrors 
are multiplied twenty-fold. What a thought 1 A damp, cold November night 
-“darkness tangible-frozen rain falling — not a sound* of life— can there be a 
more desolate picture ? One that would sdoner make a stout man shrink back 
into himself, and wish himself any thing than what he is ? Is it possible that 
there is yet a magic that can conjure up new horrors, and cause them to arrange 
themselves like spectres in the background ? Thackeray, Dickens and Eugene 
Sot would say, no. But what says Mr. Mason 1 He says, yes ; and on he 
routes with it. And what is it, pray ! An owl hooting, says Thackeray. 
The moan of a perishing beggar girl, says Dickens. The whispered cabals of 
cut-throats, says Eugene Sue. But what says Mr. Conn Mason 1 He, more 
fclgenioas than them all in this horror-craft, b hocks you with the dull sound of 
heavy h ammer s, m the hands of workmen erecting a scaffold. Good God, 
think of it I What a thought ! Here, one would think that human ingenuity 
would foil in heaping horror upon horror. But Mr. Mason does not think so, 
however ; be, without excitement, or apparent effort, as if his mind was made 
of such weird stuff, steadily moves along, till, overleaping ths most unparallel- 
ed stretch of human ingenuity, be adds a refinement, a sublimity of honor, a 
■aster touch to the whole picture, by making you see the shivering victims, as 
Ihey dutch the cold iron of their cell grates, and peer, in vain, in the darkness, 
to watch the progress of the scaffold upon which, on the morrow, they are to 
offer death/' 


• Tide Issus, Tot H, (Mirth No. 1867,) page 396. 
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“ Who do you take Conn Mason to be 1 ” enquired I. 

“ My blood ran cold for a week after I read that brief description,*' said Bar- 
ney Hagerman, without noticing my question. “ I could not go to sleep for a 
week, for the sound of those infernal nearr hammers. I wish I knew this Mr. 
Mason, for I know be must be un homme crkumewr farouche,” 

“ That is all you know about it ; (ah, poor Conn Mason, could yon just hear 
what is said of you !) But who do you suppose your Mr. Mason is ! " again 
enquired I. 

“ But/ 1 continued Barney, without paying any attention to my question , u he 
has given ns a nice offset, in the first six lines of Chapter six. * u The Isle 
of Cyprus lies like an emerald set in opal ckrads on a field of azure, teeming 
with every variety of landscape, — vineyards and olive plantations blush into 
ripeness on the mountain's side, — woodland, glade and meadow lie in soft 
shadows in the valley,— citron and orange trees, fragrant with blossoms, gleam 
like white-robed brides in the warm light of a tropical moon." Those six 
lines are a volume of sweet poetry, chaste thought, lofty conception of the pore, 
the beautiful, the sublime, mingled with the grand, and the gorgeous, without 
coloring the one, or depreciating the other. It is a volnme, because it tells you 
all about the Isle of Cyprus. No other author can do the same thing. You 
are carried to a higher altitude of conception, than you have ever been lifted by 
any other author before, from where you catch at a glance a bird’s-eye view of 
the object. Another author would have paddled you first to this side, and then 
to that ; and the imagery would have been drawn from a dozen different stand 

£ oints. Not bo with the daring Mr. Mason. He carries you right over the 
land, and poises you in the blue arch of fancy, from whence, in one coup 
<faal, you drink in the whole scene, and catch the zephyrs from the island as 
they ascend, loaded with sweet odors. This beautiful and perfect description 
of tne Isle of Cyprus, should only be read by a woman, for it seems to be the 
outpouring of woman's love, as a grateful salvo for the wound that the previous 
description had inflicted. But how it is possible that these two extremes of 
descriptive power can meet in one man's mind, is more than I can comprehend. 
Or, how your AsBuot-man can afford to employ such talent, is more than I can 
account for." 

“ Well, now, pray," said I, “ will you be good enough to answer the ques- 
tion I have several times asked you ? " 

"Yes, what is it?" 

“ Who do you take Conn Mason to be ? " 

“ I do not know ; I don’t think I ever heard of him till I saw his name at 
the head of that article. Do you know him ? Are you personally acquainted 
with him?" 

“ Yes," returned I, “ I do know Conn Mason, and Conn Mason is a girl, a 
little trembler, who don't know her own powers." 

“ What 1 you surprise me. It cannot be." 

“ It can be, and is so ; your 1 homme dhumewr farouche ' is un demoiteOe ymh7, 
and her tale of the Suppression of the Order of the Temple, is her first literary 
effort." 

" Where does she reside ? " 

“ In Michigan. I know her well ; and she is a timid, gentle girl. I could 
•how you a note from her, if I were disposed, so timid, so simple, so child-like 
and confiding, that you would almost pity her." 

“ Well," said Barney Hagerman, “ I give it up. But why does she fool her 
time away here ? why does she not go to the city, and write for some of the 
leading monthlies ? " 

“ Now, greenhorn, it is my turn to laugh at you. Do you suppose that aba 
would single her bright and beautiful thoughts, her graphic imagery, which 
runs the cold iron into the soul of a dried-up old bachelor, and breaks his reel 
by the sounds of hammers, that have not wagged for the last five hundred yean ; 


• 8m Ashlix, Tel. II, (March No., 1867,) pegs 800. 
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I s ay, do you suppose that the would mix and mingle these in the trash of the 
dty publications, much of which is procured for a penny a line ? No. Such 
a mind requires such a medium as The Asrlab, with tne pure, peculiar litera- 
ture which the Masonic Order preserves, if it does not derelop. Hare you not 
learned that H is impossible for the mind of an author, surrounded with the 
brick and mortar of a dty, to rise above that brick and mortar 1 Do yon not 
know that authors in the city hare to run to the country to catch an inspira- 
tion 1 I hare often wondered how it is possible for any one, cooped up in a 
dty, to write anything readable. Everything in .the dty is so unreal ; in fact, 
everything they write smacks of the caged bird. The country, with its lakes 
and rivers, its mountains and valleys, Its prairies and forests, its copse wood, 
and towering old trees, gives a strength, a beauty, a freshness to the mind of 
the author, and the literary offsprings of such minds possess the same strength, 
the samepurity, the same freshness and beauty, as the minds which give them 
birth. This is one of the secrets of Conn Mason’s great power. She is true to 
nature in all her thoughts and imagery. Truth is her castle of strength. Tour 
dty literature stows stale and clammy, because it lacks this leaven ; it does not 
digest well, ana lies heavy on the mind, only as it springs from, or is inspired 
in, the country. Ton may have observed that there is a general tendency, on 
the part of eastern publishers and their readers, to cater for country products, 
either by engaging country authors, or sending dty authors into the country 
' a wool gathering/ and especially to the West. In fact, every tendency is, 
and has been, for a time, westward ; and so it will continue, until the West 
becomes, as the East has been, the cradle of literature and science.” 

“ There goes my pipe, stem and all,” said Barney Hagerman, dropping his 
pipe on the hearth, and breaking it into a dozen pieces. 

“ Never mind your pipe. Tou can get another in the morning. It is ten 
•’dock, and time to retire. Go to bed, and after you have been six months 
longer in the country, (I give it as my candid opinion,) you will get this dty 
plaster pretty much worn off ; and it is possible that yon may amonnt to some- 
thing yet. Bat you have been wofhlly neglected. Ton have been fooling your 
time away in a silly city, when there was a great, wide, bright, beautiful world, 
bolding oat its arms to receive yon, and to mould you into something useful, 
if not ornamental.” 

11 1 shall dream of Conn Mason, as sore as the world.” 

“ Well, dream of her then ; yon will be none the worse for an angel presid- 
ing over your bachelor slumbers.” 

“ How you are disposed to ridicule me to-night. I do not know whether to 
submit to it or not.” 

” U fait eider dlattfcaM. Good night.” 


Hekb are two or three of the best of Jerrold’s jeux & esprit , and which are 
not as much worn as are the majority : 

“That tune,” said somebody in his company once, “ always carries me away 
with it.” 

“ Will nobody whistle it V* said Douglass, instantly. 

The late Mrs. Glover, at another time, was complaining that her hair turned 
grey, and attributed it to her using the “ essence of lavanaer.” 

“Nay, my dear lady— essence of thyme (time),” was his remark. 

“ Call that a kind man,” said an actor, speaking of an absent acquaintance— 
“a man who is away from his family, and never sends them a farthing. Call 
that kindness.” 

“ Unremitting kindness,” Jerrold chuckled. 

Once, a man was rather boring the people assembled by asking them to guess 
what he had had for dinner. At last, ne revealed it — he had enjoyed a dish of 
“ calves’ tails.” 

“ Extremes meet,” was Douglas’ instant comment. 
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On one occasion, all the able-bodied men in Eastern Massachusetts had bean 
summoned to Rhode Island, to defend Providence and Newport against an 
anticipated attack of the English. It was the planting season, and the year's 
crop was imperilled by their protracted absence. The pastor of one of the 
country churches, riding up to, a farm house one day, designing to pay a paro- 
chial visit, was met at the gate by a sturdy matron, equipped in her husband’s 
breeches, frock and boots, with a hat on her head and a whip in her hand. Not 
far off stood the oxen yoked to a plough. “ My good woman," said the 
astonished minister, "what does all this mean?" "Meanl" she answered, 
with a stamp of the heel and a crack of the whip, “ Lord North says we shan't 
plant, but I swear we will l” 


In Scotland, the people were not only opposed to labor-saving machines, bet, 
in some instances, they treated the idea as " a piece of wickedness fresh free the 
de'il ! " When the ranning mill for cleaning grain was first brought out in 
Edinburg, a Scotch minister denounced the people as guilty of impiety — flying 
in the face of Heaven, and getting np a gale of wind, when " Providence sent 
a calm." The sermon was so satisfactory, that the inventor of this impiety 
had to box up his mill, and go back to London. 

A militia officer, of diminutive stature, was, not long since, drilling ma 
Irishman, considerably above six feet in height. “ Hold up your head, said the 
officer, elevating the chin of the Irishman, with the head of his cane, to an 
angle of nearly forty-five degrees, — " Hold up your head, and throw your eyes 
somewhat to the right, thus/' “ And must I always do so, Captain ? " asked 
the recruit, with the utmost apparent simplicity. “ Yes, always/' answered the 
officer. “ Then, fare you well, my dear little fellow," rejoined Paddy, “ I shall 
never see you again." 

Dr. Johnson’s hatred of auld Scotia, and everything thereunto pertain- 
ing, has been the gist of many an anecdote and retort; but the best we have 
met with lately, is his reply to a gentleman, who observed, that there we re less 
vagrant poor m Scotland than in England, and as a proof of It, said there was 
no instance of a beggar dying in the streets there. " I believe you are very 
right, sir," said Johnson ; "but that does not arise from the want of vagrants, 
but the impossibility of starving a Scotchman 1 " 

According to the Asiatic researches, a very carious mode of trying title to 
land is practised in Hindostan. Two holes are dug in the disputed spot, in 
each of which the plaintiff's and defendant's lawyers put one of their legs, and 
remain there till one of them is tired, or complains of being stung by insects, 
in which case, his client is defeated. In this country it is the client, not the 
lawyer who puts his foot in it. 

Rabelais tells ns a story of one Philpot Placut, who, being brisk and hale, 
fell dead as he was paying an old debt, which, perhaps, causes many, said he, 
not to pay theirs, for fear of the like accident. 

It is a very common thing to abuse lawyers. Briefless lawyers, however, 
should always be excepted. It would be wrong to speak ill of a man " without 
a cause." 


We have all heard of the smiles of Providence. We were much pleased with 
Uncle Jim's idea of the subject. "Good morning, Unde Jim." "Good 
morning, sir." "Well, you've got your daughter married off, have you!" 
" Yes." " Really, Providence smiled on you.” " Smiled ! — no, bless you, he 
snickered right out ! " 
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NALL, DUNCKLEE * CO. 

Wholesale and Road Dealers in 

Carpets and House Famishing Goods, 

Would call the attention of Lodges to their etock of EMBLEM ATIOAL CARPETS ex* 

preealy for Lodges. These Carpets are famished either in two or three-ply qualities, at New 
York Price*. Orders promptly attended to. 

74 Woodward Areeae, Detroit, Mleklfaa. tm 


S. GBIGOS Sc CO. 

Mwuhetwen it Dealen at Wbofeaale A Retell la 

80 FA 8 , CKA 1 BS, BED 8 TEADS, BUREAUS, 

Book- Cases, Wardrobe s, Tables, 
Painted Chamber Sets, Marble and Rosewood 
Ware, and a large assortment of Hair, Husk, 
Cotton and Spring Mat tr e ss es. Also, Hair 
Cloths, 8pring Twine, Webbing, Pure Curled 
Hair, Willow Ware and Looking Glasses, 

At No*. 165 4* I® Jefferson Avenue, Third 
Door from Woodward , 
Detroit, - Mlek. vtat 

STARING A KAISER, 

(avccsaaoxa 09 a. r. KimMU * oo.) 

Wbolxsalb asp Rktail Dxalus nt 

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC FANCY (MODS, 

Clocks, Watches, Gold Jewelry, 
Combs, Brushes, Pins. Needles. Hooks and 
Eras, Buttons, Thread, Bilk, Twist, Guns, 
Pistols. Cutlery, Aooordeons, Violins, and a 
general assortment of Yankee Notions, 

Ve. 147 deffSrsMi Aresae, 
Detroit, Mich. 

j. a. eTAanre tsos a. kaxsbe. 


1HCHIGAH WIRE W0RH8, 

Opposite the Russell House, Woodward Ave- 
nue, Detroit. 

SAMUEL ADAMS, 

xaxvrAOTtJum or 


PLAIN & ORNAMENTAL WIRE WORK, 


Brass and Iron Wire Cloth, up to No. 70 
Mesh, Screens for Flouringand Fan Mills, 
Sand and Coal Screens, Window Guards, 
Wood and Tin Bird Cages, Fire Fenders, Rid- 
dles, Selves and Safes, of all kinds. Lever 
Spring Rat Traps, Annealed and Bright Iron 
Wire, Wholesale and Retail. vtot 


RUSSELL HOUSE. 

On the site of the “ National,” fronting Port 
8t. and the Campus Martins, Detroit, 
W. H. KUMELL, Proprietor, 
Formerly of tfc. Capital Room, Madiaen, W k 

This elegant House poses sees all the most 
attractive features of the best Eastern Hotels, 
In point of home-like comforts and luxuries — 
being the largest in Michigan, admirably ven- 
tilated, heated with steam, every room lighted 
with gas, efficiently appointed, and liberally 
conducted throughout. It is fhroisbed in the 
richest style of modern taste. visa 


RICHMONDS A BA CKUS , 

BOOKSELLERS, 

jftsftmm anlt gflflWrfnim, 

DBMOTBXl’ BLOCK, 

Corner of Jefferson Avenue and Bates 8L 
nearly opposite State Bank, 

Lodges supplied with Records, Monitors, fee. 
Detrelt, - - - Mteh. vM 

EDMUNDS, NORTH A OO. 

Dealen in all Uoda of SeaeMMd 

Ssmbfii, ir^d 

SIDING AND CEILING, 

Barn Boards, Shingles, Lath, fee. 

OFFICE, 287 ATWATER 8T. 

Betrslt, Mick. .est 

T. A J. HINOHMAN, 

WEOLXSALB D1ALBBS I N 

DRY GROCERIES, 

Drags, Chemicals, 

Patent Medicines, Paints, Oils, Brushes, Win- 
dow Glees, Glees wars, fee., fee. 

DETROIT. Hrf 

NEW YORK HOUSE OF REFRESHIEITS 

Orisweld Street, 

Opposite Free Press Office, Dmosr. 
The above Hones has recently been tho- 
roughly renovated and now stands seooad to 
none in the city. Visitors will And this a 
neat and comfortable place wherein to pass 
away a leisure hour and listen to the band of 
music always in attendance. 

Imported Wines, Liquors and Cigars, Oys- 
ters, Ale and Lager Beer. 
rSat A. LANDSBERG, Proprietor. 

W. Y. RUMNEY, 

(Successor to Cullen Brown,) 
HAVUTAORJUB OF 

FINE HARNESS, 

SADDLES Sc THUNKS 

Of every description. Wholesale dealer In 

Snddlsry Hardware, Trimmings, fee. 

•onto Bronx, 908 Jimuos atb. 

Nearly app. BfaUle Hosaa, Detroit. tteA 
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THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER OF THE U. S. 
ITS NATURE— ITS POWERS. 

HO. I. 


Duhing tbe past two years the nature, power and duties of the 
General Grand Chapter of the United States have been a subject of 
discussion. The conclusions arrived at by the majority of leading 
Masons in the country, who have expressed opinions, but slightly 
differ; and the period, we confidently believe, is not far distant when 
the errors which have been, and still are, entertained by a large portion 
of die Craft, respecting the General Grand Body, will be eradicated. 
It is of vital importance to the State Grand Chapters and Royal Arch 
Masonry that the subject under consideration should be properly under- 
wood, and placed in its true light. 

Almost every Mason has a tolerably accurate idea of the nature and 
powers of a Grand Lodge and those of its subordinates, and guided 
by this, he entertains the most erroneous views of the General Grand 
7 — vol. m. no. ni. 
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Chapter and the State Orand Chapters. In other words, he looks 
upon the G. G. C. as equivalent to a Grand Lodge, and the State 
Grand Chapters as equivalent to Subordinate Lodges. This misappre- 
hension must be removed at the outset, if we would arrive at correct 
conclusions. 

Grand Lodges are of comparatively recent origin, and date from the 
year 1717, having assumed their present form soon after that period. 
Previous to the year mentioned, there had been annual assemblies or 
conventions of the Craft, in whose proceedings every member of the 
Order could take a part ; and Masons without charter or warrant met 
and formed Lodges and conferred degrees. The formation of a Grand 
Lodge led to the adoption of certain laws which are now universally 
regarded as having the binding force of landmarks of the Order. At 
the very first meeting it was resolved, “ that the privilege of assem- 
bling as Masons which had been hitherto unlimited, should he vested 
in certain Lodges or assemblies of Masons convened in certain 
places ; and that every Lodge to he hereafter convened , except the 
four old Lodges at this time existing , should he legally authorized to 
act by a warrant from the Grand Master for the time being , granted 
to certain individuals by petition , with the consent and 'approbation 
of the Grand Lodge in communication ; and that without such war- 
rant, no Lodge should hereafter be deemed regular or constitutional ” 
This enactment, now universally recognized among Masons as an estab- 
lished law or usage with a binding force which no member of the 
Order can set at defiance, without violating the most sacred obligations, 
cannot be too closely scrutinized. It partakes of the very essence of 
the Grand Lodge, for it plainly and f beyond all question , makes it the 
bouboi or power — the head, the fountain, whence flows the life and 
power of the subordinate body, and without which it cannot exist a 
moment A subordinate Lodge lives not an instant without its charter ; 
let that document be destroyed, and it cannot move a step — it has no 
legal existence. The only remedy is to procure a new dispensation or 
charter. So too if the Grand Lodge, which granted the charter or 
dispensation, should die, its subordinates would die at the same moment, 
for their written authority would no longer have vitality. These state- 
ments are Masonic axioms which no intelligent member of the Order 
will dispute. 

It follows from what has been said that the Grand Lodge is supreme 
—from its decision there is no appeal Its subordinates have no 
powers, no rights, except such as are given by the Grand Lodge, and 
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that body can, at any time, revoke a charter, and sweep out of exist- 
enoe its child ; or it can administer such Masonic punishment as it 
thinks best. It can reverse the decision of its subordinates, and order 
them to cany out its behests. 

The fact that the Grand Lodge is composed ef representatives of 
the subordinate bodies, does net militate against our assertions, (al- 
though, in this respect, an anomaly, peculiar to our Institution, is pre- 
sented,) as the bodies which send the representatives, never had, and, 
in the naturo of the case, never can have, any existence, except such 
as we have described. In the words of the learned Mackey, “ a 
Grand Lodge is the supreme legislative , judicial and executive 
authority of the Masonic jurisdiction in which it is situated. It is, 
to use a feudal term, * the lord paramount ’ in Masonry . It is a 

REPRESENTATIVE BODY, IK WHICH, HOWBVEB, ITS CONSTITUENTS HAVE 
DELEGATED EVERT THING, AND RESERVED NO RIGHTS TO THEMSELVES. 
Its authority is almost unlimited, for it is restrained by but a single 
check — it cannot alter or remove the ancient landmarks 

The Subordinate Lodge may be described as the creature of the 
Grand Lodge, upon which it is entirely dependent. 

Grand Lodges are formed by three or more Subordinate Lodges, 
holding charters from some Grand Lodges. The Lodges in a State or 
Territory, where there is no Grand Lodge, meet by their delegates, 
form a Constitution, elect their officers, and thus form a new Grand 
Body. They, at the same time, give up their old charters , and take 
new ones from the new body , thus terminating their existence, and 
then renewing it. The instant the Grand Lodge is thus organised, it 
exercises supreme control over symbolic Masonry in the State or Ter- 
ritory in which it is located. 

Bearing in mind these frets, we are now prepared to trace the his- 
tory, and determine the powers of the General Grand Chapter. 

Independent Grand Lodges were organized in several States imme- 
diately after the Revolution ; but previous to 1797, # there was no 
Grand Royal Arch Chapter in the country. Companions had conferred 
the Royal Arch and preparatory degrees under authority of warrants, 
granted by Masters of the Blue Lodge. On account of the great 
di vers it y of work, the obvious want of authority on the part of Mas- 
ters to constitute Royal Arch Chapters, and other circumstances, which 
tended to degrade the Chapter degrees in the estimation of worthy 

• 8mA ti Bro. Webb’* statement, bat we think the Grand Chapter of Penney hmmia was 
ft mill two yeeura anrttar. 
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men, it became obvious, that order should be brought out of chaot , 
and that some plan should be adopted, by which Companions might 
receive charters, and constitute Chapters, under some regular authority. 
In the New England States and New York, the Chapters, acting under 
the Masters’ warrants, were few and scattered, and the project was 
suggested of establishing a Grand Chapter for those States. Accord- 
ingly, a Convention of delegates, from several Chapters, met at Masons’ 
Hall, in Boston, on the 24th of October, 1797, “ to meet with any 
and every Chapter of Royal Arch Masons within the States of New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Vermont and 
New York, or with any Committees, duly appointed and authorised 
by any and all of said Chapters, and to deliberate upon the propriety 
and expediency of forming and establishing a Grand Chapter of R. A. 
Masons, for the government and regulation of the several Chapters 
within said States.” The Convention framed and forwarded to the 
Chapters in the aforesaid States, the following circular : 


Companions : 


Boston, Oct. 24, 1797. 


From time immemorial, we find that Grand Lodges of Free and Accepted 
Masons have been established wherever Masonry has flourished, for the pur- 
pose of granting warrants for instituting private Lodges, as well as for estab- 
lishing certain general rules and regulations for the government of the same. 

It is an opinion generally received, and we think well authenticated, that no 
Grand Lodge of Master Masons can claim or exercise authority over any Con- 
vention or Chapter of Royal Arch Masons , nor can any Chapter, although of 
standing immemorial, exercise the authority of a Grand Chapter : Wo therefore 
think it highly expedient for the regular government of all Chapters within the 
said States, who exercise the rights and privileges of Royal Arch Masons, and 
to prevent irregularities in the propagation and use of those rights and privi- 
leges, that there should be a Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons established 
within the said States : And, whereas this Convention has received official in- 
formation from our companions at Philadelphia, that the several Chapters 
within their vicinity have recently assembled, and established a Grand Chapter 
of Royal Arch Masons for their government, in conformity to their example, 
we think it our duty to recommend to the several Chapters within the said 
States of New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Ver- 
mont and New York, to unite and form a Grand Chapter for the said States. 

The local situation of the States before mentioned, the easy and frequent 
intercourse between their several principal towns and cities, as well as the sim- 
ilarity of habits, manners and customs, as citizens and as Masons, which pre- 
vail throughout the said States, induces us to believe that a union of all the 
Chapters therein in one Grand Chapter will hare the most useful, lasting and 
happy effects in the uniform distribution and propagation of the sublime de- 
grees of Masonry. They therefore take the liberty of recommending to the 
consideration of your Most Excellent Chapter, the jproprietyof appointing one 
or more delegate or delegates, to represent your Chapter at a meeting of the 
several Chapters before mentioned, to be holaen at the city of Hartford, in the 
State of Connecticut, on the fourth Wednesday of January next ensuing, invest- 
ing them with full power and authority, in conjunction with the other delegates, 
to form and open a Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, and to establish a Con- 
stitution for the government and regulation of all the Chapters that now are, 
or may hereafter be, erected within the said States. 
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It will be observed by this, that the Chapters in Pennsylvania had 
already formed a Grand Chapter. From the language of the ciroular, 
it would appear that its framers intended to follow the example of the 
Companions in Pennsylvania, and form a Grand Chapter for the six 
States represented, thus doing away with the necessity of having a 
Grand Royal Arch Body in each State. The organisation which was 
effected was styled “ Grand Chapter” What were the provisions, if 
any, which were made for establishing State Grand Chapters, we do 
not know ; bat we have the authority of Comp. Stephen Lovell, P. G. 
H. P. v of Massachusetts, for stating that the body now known as the 
Grand Chapter of that State was originally organised as a “ Deputy 
Grand Chapter.” It was formed immediately after the Constitution 
of the Grand Chapter at Hartford, as were also the Grand Bodies in 
New York, Rhode Island and Connecticut. The specific title of those 
in the three States last named, we have no means of determining, bat 
presume that it was “ Deputy Grand Chapter.” However this 
may have been, we have reason to believe that the State Bodies were 
formed without charters as they now are, for in April, 1799, the Mas- 
sachusetts Deputy Grand Chapter met, and among other business 
passed the following resolution : 

Resdved, That foe doings of foe (General) Grand Royal Arch Chapter, at 
their meeting at Providence, be, and the same hereby is, ratified and confirmed. 

At this meeting, “ they discontinued the Deputy form and elected 
their officers as a Grand Chapter, providing for a Grand High Priest, 
as well as a Deputy Grand High Priest” 

It so happened that applications were made by Companions, living in 
Southern States, to the “ Grand Chapter” of the six States, for author- 
ity to form Chapters. “ There being no provision made in the Consti- 
tution for extending its authority beyond the limits first contemplated, 
the State Grand Chapters took the subject into consideration, and 
passed a concurrent decree vesting power and authority in the first 
three General Grand officers, or any two of them, conjointly, to grant 
and issue letters of dispensation for the institution of Lodges of Mark 
Masters, P. Masters, Most Excellent Masters, and Chapters of R. A. 
Masons, within any State in which there was not a Grand Chapter 
established.” The G. G. officers acted on tins authority and granted 
dispensations, and at the next convocation of the Grand Chapter in 
1806, (it met then but once in seven years,) it assumed the style and 
title of ** The General Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the United 
States,” its jurisdiction was declared to extend throughout the 
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United States, and to any State or Territory wherein no Grand Chap- 
ter was regularly established. 

These facts do not satisfy us, as is contended by some, that the first 
body organized for the six States was a Grand Chapter, or was intended 
at its formation to be such ; for we find that Grand Bodies were imme- 
diately formed in four States, probably without charter or warranty 
one of which at least believed it had the right to ratify and confirm 
by resolution the doings of the General Grand Body. 

It is certain that the idea of a Grand Chapter for the six States, 
was abandoned at an early period after (if not at) the organisation of 
the General Grand Body, and that the clause now in its Constitu- 
tion, or a similar one, was made for the formation of State Grand 
Chapters. What was that clause? One would naturally suppose it 
would authorize the granting of a charter to a subordinate body for 
each State, with the power to do certain things. But instead thereof, 
an anomaly, before unknown, was introduced into Masonry. The fol- 
lowing was the clause, authorizing the formation of State Grand 
Chapters : 

Sect. 11. Whenever there shall have been three or more Royal Arch Chap- 
ters instituted in any State, by virtue of authority derived from this Constitu- 
tion, a Grand Chapter may be formed in such State (with the approbation 4 >f 
one or more of the General Grand officers,) by the high priests, kings and 
scribes of the said Chapters, who shall be authorized to elect the grand officers. 
Provided always that no new State Grand Chapter shall be formed until after 
the expiration of one year from the establishment of the Junior Chapter in 
such State. 

How did the Companions in the States organize the Grand Chap- 
ters ? Bid the Chapters in Ohio, for instance, petition the General 
Grand Body for a dispensation or charter to establish a Grand 
Chapter? Not all; the necessity for any such proceeding would 
have caused the adoption of some other name. A Grand Ma- 
sonic body (without any qualifying term) must exist by virtue of 
its own vitality . It may concede certain powers, or delegate them, 
from its birth or afterwards, but it exists without dispensation or 
charter . By whatever ties it may be bound to other bodies, after it 
has once sprung into existence as a “ regular ” organization, its life is 
its own — in and of itself- — and can be taken from it only by its own 
consent. Steps must be legally taken, and the new body properly 
formed — then it is perfect in itself, and if all other Masonic bodies 
should die, it could live. Thus, in forming a Grand Lodge, the Lodges 
which meet in convention, must be “ regular and a legal course must 
be pursued. These antecedents being correct, the new organization is 
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truly a Grand body the moment it is formed. On this principle, the 
Chapters in Ohio sought, in accordance with the provision quoted 
above, to organize a Grand Chapter. After the expiration of the 
year, with the approval of one of the General Grand officers, they 
proceeded exactly as though they were going to establish a Grand 
Lodge. They met, formed their Constitution and elected their officers, 
and became, without dispensation or charter , a Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter in the full sense of that term, and have existed as such, with- 
out dispensation or charter , to this day. The moment the provision 
of the General Grand Constitution was complied with, and the State 
Grand Chapter was organized, that moment its life was as independent 
of the General Grand Chapter, as the life of the full grown man is 
independent of his father’s. The G. G. C. might cease to exist on 
the day of the formation of a State Grand Chapter, and its demise 
would not affect that Chapter — the latter body would still live, and 
continue to live, till it should give up life voluntarily. The instant 
a State Grand Chapter is completely organized, the subordinate 
Chapters , which before held charters from the G. G. Body , give 
them up, and take new ones from the State Grand Chapter , and 
after that , there is no body in the jurisdiction which holds a 
dispensation or charter from the G. G. C. or its officers . Not 
only the State Grand Chapter, therefore, can and does live in and 
of itself, but its subordinates derive their life from it, and as long as it 
exists, they may live. 

The State Grand Royal Arch Chapter is, as it should he, equivalent 
in its sphere to a Grand Lodge ; it exists in and of itself ; it creates, 
by dispensation or charter, new bodies — and is in feet a sovereign body 
in its own jurisdiction. 

These views being correct, we may be asked, what are the relations 
of the State Grand Chapter with the General Grand Chapter ? This 
subject we shall consider in our next number. 


Every Mason should remember the moral precepts inculcated 
in fee Lodge ; be should practice them in bis daily walks ; be should 
show by his actions that the influence of the principles of Masonry is 
invaluable. If he foil to do this, he fluls to act the part of a true 
Mason. To him the words Brotherly dove, Relief and Truth , should 
have a practical value Temperance , Fortitude , Prudence and Jus- 
tice, should guide his judgment and direct his steps. 
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For Tn Aamlar 

THE DYING D RUNKARD’8 SOLILOQUY. 


*8 #to. & S. Caftfarturj. 


Here let me sink. Thus most the drunkard die, 

'Mid filth and rags — 'mid infamy and shame ; — 

Thus like a brute, unpitied, down must lie, 

With none but his own guilty self to blame ; 

Aye, bloated misery and blear-eyed shame 
Do mirror to my soul its image dread, 

As, like damn'd fiends, they haunt my dying bed. 

To die were a relief, if I could die ; 

But no, the silent worm will ever lire 
Within my soul, and gnaw eternally. 

And sap rank poison from my heart, to give 
It back again into my being. Dread 
Is the thought of death, with anguish fed ; 

More deadly is the poisonous breath of life ; 

And both to me with infamy are rife. 

Death is but a mockeiw — life a lie, 

For life is death, and death is burning hell. 

My life is but a ling ring, putrid tie 
That links my soulfl scarcely dare to tell,) 

To deep damnation and mortality ; 

To neither can I cling, from neither fly. 

Within mj bosom is a living pain ; 

Mf heart is shud'ring with a thousand fears ; 

Within my bursting blood-encumber'd brain, 

Deep, smould'ring fires, like volcanoes, sleep ; — 

Ah, were I not so harden'd, I might weep, 

And quench those fires with tears ! 

But no, the hell within has parch'd each drop 
Of gentle life from out my burning soul ; 

Like the scath'd peak of some bleak mountain top, 
Haggard with time, of verdure all bereft, 

A sterile, parched waste, doth stand my soul. 

And not a tear is left. 

Fierce forked lightnings flit before my eyes ; 

Hot breezes fan me from a molten sea ; 

Pale show'rs of fire, falling from the skies, 

In howling tempests sweep around my bed ; 

I strain my eye-balls — turn my fever’d head 
In vain ; mere is no peace for me. 

My thoughts, like soorpions, round my heart do cling. 
And revS madly through my burning brain, 

And gnaw, and gnaw, and plant their deadly sting 
Within my sinking soul ; and now, a^ain, 

Each finds a voice of hell-born suffering, 

And shrieks and jabbers, wildly murmuring. 
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Oh, let me die ! Tee, let the curtain fall, 

For death may brinj*, perchance, a curs'd exchange 
Of suffering ; and time, and space, and all 
Eternity-infinity — how strange — 

Deep darkness dims my sight — and serpents writhe 
• Along my flesh * * * * # # 

* # * The drunkard ceas'd to breathe. 

CoasTAHTim, Midi., July 15, 1857. 


INCREASE OF NUMBERS. 


Thb rapid increase of the number of the Craft in this country has 
called forth many comments and warnings from the Masonic press and 
the Committees on Foreign Correspondence, during the last two years. 
The dangers to be apprehended have been forcibly portrayed, and 
various plans have been suggested to remedy the evil. Notwithstand- 
ing these admonitions, there appears to be as great a rush into the 
Order as ever. In the Western States the Lodges have more work 
than they can conveniently do, and there appears to be a mania to take 
the symbolic degrees. All that has been said and written of the dan- 
gers to be apprehended from this rapid increase, appears to have little 
influence. Restrictions of Grand Lodges are slighted or entirely disre- 
garded. The requirement respecting proficiency in each degree before 
another is conferred, in whatever language it is expressed, is too fre- 
quently evaded. 

This state of things is not denied. Masons far and near express the 
same sentiments. Where, then, is the difficulty ? In our opinion, it 
rests with the individual members of the Craft Grand Lodges may 
do much, and should do much, by enactments, to check the evil, but 
it can be effectually removed only by a faithful performance of duty by 
individual Masons. Laws are easily evaded, if there is wanting a 
proper spirit and right understanding of duty in the breasts of members 
Not only should you see, Brother, that each candidate properly applies 
for initiation, or if initiated, makes suitable proficiency, but you should, 
without fear, resort to that great “ bulwark ” of the Institution, by 
which alone its interests can be securely guarded. In our mind, it is a 
wise and invaluable provision which makes each member the individual 
guardian of Masonry — which enables each and every member, single- 
handed, to prevent the initiation of a candidate whom he believes to 
be unworthy. In the black ball lies the safety of Masonry. Fear not 
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then, Brother, to use it, and discharge a solemn duty which yon owe 
to the Craft — which you are bound by the most solemn moral obliga- 
tions to perform. Let not petty malice or prejudice govern your con- 
duct ; act from motives, high and honorable, and hesitate not to prevent 
the initiation of a candidate if you believe the interests of Masonry 
will be thereby promoted. Less you cannot do without sacrificing 
principles which should be as dear to you as your life. 


FAMILIAR COMMENTS ON ARCHITECTURE. 
MO. m. 


In our first article, we remarked upon the Grecian orders, that 
' “ each order was more highly ornamented in proportion to the effect of 
its less natural strength.” The three orders, originated by the Greeks, 
represent in the Doric, simplicity, majesty and strength ; in the Ionic, 
the medium and elegant ; in the Corinthian, the delicate, and orna- 
mental. The Doric is the most ancient of the three orders, and 
appears to have been the first natural impression arrived at, in reducing 
their early attempts at construction to a science, when they adopted a 
more suitable and permanent material for their buildings. 

It is a faultless masterpiece of Grecian art ; the expression and em- 
bodiment of majestic effect, and dignified simplicity. Of but few 
parts and members, this composition unadorned, yet in the highest 
degree attractive, bears in its stem grace of column, capital and cor- 
nice, an overwhelming dignity, not merely sublime, but the very per- 
fection of vigorous and manly beauty. Its oolumn was at first 
proportioned after no fixed rules, being sometimes four and sometimes 
five diameters high, and the interooluminations also as irregular ; but 
during the reign of Pericles, that great father of Grecian art, it was 
reduced to the rules and proportions of faultless symmetry, by which it 
is cahracterised. 

The Doric shaft or column is of massive proportions, varying from 
four to six and a half diameters in height, measuring at the base. It 
commences immediately from its platform, without any intervening 
member or base, as do the other orders; for its original, the post 
driven into the ground, would not suggest such an addition. . The 
Capital consists of a simple member, called an ovolo, surmounted byja 
plain, square, heavy cap or abacus, a distinct member rather than a 
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put of the capital. Hie Entablature above consults of a deep friese 
and simply moulded cornice, all in beaotafbl consonance, and forming 
the perfect and complete whole, whose deep repose and quiet majesty 
proclaim it an unrivalled composition. The Trygliphs of the friese, 
r epr esenting the ends of the cross beams appearing through it, are the 
great feature and characteristic of the Entablature. Plain, bold and 
ezprearive, they add more real beauty, and produce a greater effect, 
than would all the ornament or detail that art could devise. In the 
original designs, they commenced on the corners, and are not neces- 
sarily placed over the middle of the columns, as now is often done, 
causing thereby a difficulty, and often a disarrangement, in the simple 
proportions of this order. The spaces between them, called the 
metopes, were originally left plain, but afterwards ornamented with 
sculpture, though never with a taste destructive to the general repose 
and strength expressed. Beneath the projection of the cornice are the 
mutules, representing the ends of the rafters of the roof, ornamented 
wife the Gutta or drops, imitative of drops of run hanging from them. 
The Cornice is composed of but few members, all of them bold and 
simple, and in perfect proportion with the whole feo&de. 

In this order we can trace, as plainly and clearly as volumes can 
express, the stem and manly virtues of its originators, the ancient 
Dorians ; and although their latest examples diminish somewhat in mas- 
rareness, yet they do not forsake the general principles of simplicity 
and expression of strength, but rather evince an increased refinement 
of mind, in the steady progress by which their characteristics were 
matured and developed. 

With such a nation as the ancient Greeks, it is not to be wondered 
that their inventive genius should expand itself, and mingle with their 
stem virtues the expression of softness and refinement. The second 
in order, the Ionic, hears this impress. Originating among the luxu- 
rious Ionians, it blends with it a delicacy almost effeminate, but in its 
style soft and flexible, contrasting naturally with the manly beauty of 
its predecessor. In the first we have the ragged, muscular develop- 
ment of masculine strength and endurance, in the second the soft and 
rounded model of feminine beauty. 

The Ionio Column is more slender than the Doric, varying from 
eight and a quarter to nine and a half diameters in height. It does not 
taper suddenly from bottom to top, but graduates by a slight entasis or 
swell, commencing a little above the base. A moulded base is also 
added, upon which the bottom of the shaft rests ; the number of ftut- 
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ings around the oolumn is increased, and instead of finishing at their 
intersection with a sharp edge, they are separated by a narrow fillet 
The Capital is a prominent feature in this order, and is marked by the 
spiral volutes on each face, said to have been suggested by the curl of 
the ram's horn. The original and best examples show the volutes on 
two sides only, and ranged quite straight ; the other sides showing the 
backs of the volutes, and being narrower than the two fronts ; but 
there are other examples where all four sides are formed alike, hollow 
on the free, and the volutes curling out from the four angles. The 
neck moulding below the capital, is also a conspicuous feature, and 
susceptible of being highly enriched. The Entablature and Cornice 
are ornamented and complicated ; several small mouldings are intro- 
duced ; the simple ornaments of the Doric fries© are omitted, while 
minute details are added, removing all similitude between it and the 
primitive timber construction. A great deal of taste is displayed in 
enriching various parts of the entablature, and the order throughout 
shows the characteristics of a more luxurious and refined people. 

The last of the three Grecian orders is the gorgeous Corinthian ; the 
offspring of the stern sire and delicate mother, reared through years of 
increasing wealth, knowledge and ability, with studious care, until in 
its maturity it comprehended that magnificent model of beauty, which, 
although in its type differing from its progenitors, has, nevertheless, 
provided one of its own, carried out no less perfectly than either. 

The Corinthian Column is taller than those of the other orders, 
being generally ten diameters high, yet as the capital is higher than 
the Ionic, the shafts differ hut little in length in these two orders, the 
proportion being always calculated from the plinth under base to the 
top of abacus (or tile) above the capital. It is fluted the same as the 
Ionic, and while very elegant, appears slight almost to exoeas. 

The Capital is composed of two rows of acanthus leaves round an 
inverted bell-shaped vase, springing from which are the volutes, curling 
over under the abacus at each angle, and in the centre of eaeh front 
There are several original examples of this capital, all designed from 
the same principle, hut varied iu the form and arrangement of the 
leaves, the most common of which is that from the choragio monument 
of Lysicrates, at Athens. The composition of this capital is sur- 
passingly beautiful ; the disposition of the parts, the gracefully flowing 
lines of the volutes, the foliage of the leaves, and the forms given to 
the various members above and below them, create in their complete 
harmony an exquisite richness, an effect hardly reached by any other 
attempt in art 
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The Entablature is mack richer, yet differing hi other respects but 
little from the Ionic. From its increased height from the ground, it 
would appear more inaagnifioant were it not that the effect of greater 
weight would be too overwhelming for the delicate supports below it. 
Its increased richness completes the unity of design throughout ; aud 
the entire composition in its captivating beauty and attractive richness, 
proclaims itself the ne plus ultra of art, and perfection of pure taste 
for which the ancient Greeks are still unrivalled. 

We have thus classified and described in a manner as plain and 
interesting as our ability enables ns, the throe orders of Grecian archi- 
tecture, as instituted in their original form and purity. It remains for 
ns still in a future article, to comment upon the manner in which they 
were treated in various instances by their originators, and also to follow 
them through the alterations and debasements which they suffered at 
the hands of the Romans. Architect. 


Communicated Jbr Tsa Aulas. 


Oriental Star Lodge No. 21, North Livermore, Maine. — At 


the Annual Communication of this Lodge, (Sept. 1st, 1857,) among the 
members present were the following, viz. : Bro. Simeon Watters, a 
charter member; he was born September 24th, 1771, initiated in 
1791 in Olive Branch Lodge, in Oxford, Mass. Bro. and Rev. Moses 
Stone, Chaplain of this Lodge for over thirty years, and Past Grand 
Chaplain of the Grand Lodge, (a Methodist clergyman,) was born 
August 10th, 1777, initiated in this Lodge December 23rd, 1817, 
and constantly attended the Lodge when able to, since he was initiated, 
unless sickness or his other duties prevented. 

The charter of this Lodge is dated June 13th, 1811; there have 
been thirteen Masters of the Lodge during its organization up to the 
Annual Communication, September 1st, 1857, seven of whom were 
present, viz. : 


Bro. Samuel Small, 

“ Cornelius Holland, 
" Reuel Washburn, 

“ Benjamin Bradford, 
" Francis F. Haines, 
" Otis Pray, 
u Joseph Corell, 


Born, May 7, 1775, Initiated, November, 1799. 


“ July 9, 1782, 

" May 21, 1793, 
“ May 5, 1784, 

“ Feb. 1, 1793, 

“ Feb. 22, 1790, 
“ July 14, 1802, 


Previous to 1810. 
April 14, 1814. 
May 27, 1817. 
April 29, 1817. 
January 13, 1817, 
May 20, 1845. 


These seven Past Blasters have occupied the East collectively thirty- 
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three years and eight months. Their united agesare four hundred and 
eighty yean and eighteen days. The united ages of the seven Pest 
Masters and Bros. Stone and Watters are five hundred and forty-six 
yean and fifteen days. 

Bro. Cornelius Holland has held the office of D. D. G. Master of 
the Second Masonic Bistriot during the following yean, viz. : 1828, 
1824, 1825, 1888, 1839, 1840, 1841, 1842, 1843, 1844, 1861 and 
1852. 

Bro. Reuel Washburn, D. B. G. Master in 1826 and 1827, M. W. 
Grand Master in 1835, 1836 and 1837, and B. B. G. Master is 
1850. 

Bro. Jos. Covell, B. B. G. Master in 1853, 1854 and 1855. 

There have been initiated in this Lodge 144 individuals ; 10 reject- 
ed ; 6 have withdrawn their, petitions before the Lodge acted upon 
them, and one has been expelled. 

There are now fifty-three members of tins Lodge. 

Last year we lost our building an d ball by fire ; we are building a 
new one, and shall have it finished by the first of November. We 
have sufficient funds to pay all bills, and leave three hundred dollars in 
the Treasury. 


MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE— QUEBIE8 AND 
REPLIES. 


Bro. Weston — Bear Sir : — I would like to have your opinion on 
the following : 

Suppose Mr. A. B., Mr. C. B., Mr. E. F. and Mr. G. H. apply to 
a Loop, and ask to be made Masons ; and at a regular meeting, the 
several Committees report favorably on said applications. And the 
ballots are passed for Mr. A. B., C. B. and G. JEL, and are foul. At 
this stage of the proceedings, suppose a Brother moves a postponement 
of the ballot, on the application of Mr. E. F., which motion is enter- 
tained, and put in this form — 11 That the balloting on the application 
of Mr. E. F. be postponed until the next regular meeting ” — which 
was unanimous , (no objections being made by the Brother at this 
time to said motion being put in the preceding words.) Suppose that 
at a subsequent period, but the same meeting, and after the retiring 
of a part of the members, a motion is made to reconsider the vote, on 
the motion to postpone the passing of the ballot, on the application of 
Mr. E. F., the mover claiming that the original motion made by the 
Brother was not to postpone for any definite time. (Therefore, an error 
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had been made in potting the motion, viz. : until the next regular 
meeting.) 

The object of the above is to get light on the Masonic law, and the 
true spirit of Masonry in regard to the proper coarse to be pursued, 
when circumstancee, similar to those berore described, exist ; as you 
are doubtless aware that, sometimes, extraordinary measures are resort- 
ed to, to get one’s personal friend into the Sanctum Sanctorum, when 
one fears a black ball, and casts his eyes around the Lodge, and sees 
who are at the meeting, and looks at the result of the preceding ballots 
had, 4c., &c. An article in The Ashlar, covering the above ques- 
tions, and disseminating the true spirit of Masonry thereon, might 
possibly be better, and produce better results, than simply answering 
the questions. 

Ans. The principles involved in the question of our correspondent 
are important ones, which have been fully discussed in previous num- 
bers of The Ashlar. The object of the ballot is to guard the portals 
of the Institution, and prevent the initiation of unworthy men. It is 
a mode of determining the qualifications of an applicant, peculiar to 
Masonry. It is intended to afford each member of the Lodge the 
power to reject any person who may ask for the benefits of Masonry. 
If it does not place that power in the hands of each member, then it 
fails to fulfil its purpose. Of the wisdom of making every member 
an individual guardian of our time-honored Institution, we need not 
speak. It is at once obvious that any movement calculated to deprive 
the member of the right and power, respecting balloting, guarantied 
to him by the laws and usages of Masonry, is wrong and pernicious. 

We answer the query of our correspondent by applying the above 
remarks to the facts which he states. We will say nothing of the pro- 
priety of postponing the ballot for a definite time, as that consideration 
is not involved in the question. 

It is the duty of a Master of a Lodge to see that the landmarks are 
not subverted or removed, that ancient usages are conformed to, that 
the laws are obeyed, and that each individual member has his rights. 
He is responsible for the work done in bis Lodge, and can, at any time, 
be called, by the Grand Lodge or the Grand Master, to give an account 
of his stewardship. For these reasons, as well as others, be exerts 
great, if not entire, control over the ballot, and it is his solemn duty to 
see that, in balloting for each and every candidate, each and every 
member has a fair opportunity to express his opinion. It is his solemn 
duty to see not only that the ballot, when taken, is fairly conducted, 
but that it is not taken at a time when a member may be unfairly 
deprived of his vote. In the case proposed, we unhesitatingly say 
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that the Master should not alkw the ballot for E. F. to be taken, on 
the evening that the motion for postponing is carried, after members 
have retired. It makes not the slightest difference whether the motion 
was stated by the mover to be simply to postpone, or to postpone to 
the next regular meeting . The Master put the motion, “ to postpone 
HR the next regular meeting ” — it was so understood and so carried. 
Some members retire ; business is transacted, and some one then moves 
44 to reconsider ” — which is equivalent, in fact, “ to pass the haUoL ” 
Could the Master, with a proper appreciation of his duty, allow the 
ballot to be passed, knowing that Brethren had retired with the belief 
(well founded) that the ballot was postponed till the next regular 
meeting ? Certainly not, for by so doing, he would deprive them of m 
sacred right. 

It may be said that the Brethren knew when they retired, that a 
motion might be made to reconsider, — and therefore by retiring they 
waived their right He who speaks thus, confounds parliamentary 
usage with Masonic equity — an error, we regret to say, too common. 
The Master is not obliged to put the motion to reconsider, if it will 
work injustice, but, on the contrary, it is his duty to refuse to entertain 
it ; this fact, each Brother who retires is presumed to know, and he 
leaves, therefore, with the faith that the W. M. will regard and protect 
his rights. 

Let us illustrate by a different view. Suppose the W. M. is obliged 
to allow motions to postpone and reconsider ; — what is the consequence ? 
Why, any Brother who fears that his friend will be black balled, can 
easily get a majority vote of the Lodge to postpone to a future meet- 
ing. Then, by watching an opportunity when those are absent who, 
he fears, will cast a black ball, he can get a vote to reconsider, and 
have the ballot passed. The spirit of the proceeding is wrong, and the 
practice is baneful in every respect In the Master's hands is the 
power to preserve justice, and guard the rights of individual members 
— and that power he is bound by the most sacred obligations to 
exercise. 

Allyn Weston, Esq. — Friend and Brother : Votes are taken 
in my Lodge, viva voce, by 44 aye ” and 44 wo.” It is contended by 
some Brethren that this is not right. Please to inform us through the 
pages of The Ashlar about this matter. 

Ans. The mode of voting by 41 aye” and 14 no” may practically in 
itself be as good as any other, but we think Masonic usage is in favor 
of a show of hands, in accordance with a regulation adopted in 1754, 
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viz. : “ The opinions or votes of the members are always to be signified 
by each holding np one of his hands ; which uplifted hands the Grand 
Wardens are to count, unless the number of hands be so unequal as to 
render the counting useless. Nor should any other kind of division be 
ever admitted among Masons.” We think this regulation should be 
complied with. 

Bko. Weston : Can a Lodge put a clause in its by-laws, inflicting 
a penalty in case a member, who is elected to an office, refuses to 
serve ? 

Ans. A Lodge probably has the power to enaot such a clause as is 
described by our correspondent, but we can hardly conceive of a case 
in which it would be beneficial. In our opinion, no member should be 
forced against his wishes to take an office. If there are not enough in 
a Lodge competent to fill the offices, and who will accept them from a 
sense of duty if elected, the Lodge would better give up its charter. 


The Lily. — The white lily is one of the field-flowers of Judea, and is 
repeatedly alluded to in the Scriptures, as an emblem of purity. It 
occupied a conspicuous place among the ornaments of the temple fur- 
niture. The brim of the molten sea was wrought with flowers of lilies, 
the chapiters on the tops of the pillars at the porch, and the tops of 
the pillars themselves, were adorned with the same plant. Sir Robert 
Ker Porter, describing a piece of sculpture which he found at Persepo- 
lis, says, “ Almost every one in this procession holds in his hand a 
figure like the lotos. This flower was full of meaning among the an- 
cients, and occurs all over the East. Egypt, Persia, Palestine, and 
India, present it every where over their architecture, in the hands and 
on the heads of their sculptured figures, whether in statue or in bas 
relief. We also find it in the sacred vestments and architecture of the 
tabernacle and temple of the Israelites, and see it mentioned by our 
Saviour, as an image of peculiar beauty and glory, when comparing 
the works of nature with the decorations of art. It is also represented 
in all pictures of the salutation of Gabriel to the Virgin Mary ; and, 
in fact, has been held in mysterious veneration by people of all nations 
and times. ( It is the symbol of divinity, of purity, and abundance, 
and of a love most complete in perfection, charity, and benediction ; as 
in Holy Scripture, that mirror of purity, Susanna, is defined Sma, 
which signifieth the lily flower, the chief city of the Persians, bearing 
that name for excellency. Hence, the lily’s three leaves in the arms 
of France, meaneth Pity, Justice and Charity.’ So far, the general 
impression of a peculiar regard to this beautiful and fragrant flower ; 
but the early Persians attached to it a peculiar sanctity .” — Masonic 
Lexicon . 

8 — vol. in. NO. HI. 
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PUBLISHING NOTICES OF EXPULSIONS.* 


Romeo, Sept. 22, 1857. 

Bro. Weston: — 

I write you in regard to a practice among Masons, which has been 
adopted of late years, and which I deem a wrong one, both as regards 
Masonic policy and individual justice. I refer to the publishing of ex- 
pelled Masons, or the communication to outsiders of the expulsion of 
a Brother, either through the press or personally. If a Brother errs, 
why “kick him down?” Why publish to the world his faults or 
shortcomings, when they should be known to the Fraternity alone ? I 
consider a man once a Mason, always a Mason. We can debar him of 
the privileges of the Order ; we can shut him out from communication 
with us as a Brother ; we can even shun him on the street, if "his fault 
be of such a nature as to demand such a course — but we can never 
take away his knowledge of Masonry ; we can never deprive him of 
his right to think as he chooses of the precepts and teachings which he 
has learned by heart while he enjoyed favor with us. What is it to 
the outsider whom we expel or whom we admit ? In other words, have 
they a right to know these things ? I think not. If a man socks ad- 
mittance into our Order, and, in reference to an individual of bad 
report, whom he has heard belonged to the Fraternity, asks the ques- 
tion, “ Does belong to your Lodge ? ” I should answer, “ No 

and here matters should rest. The enquirer should deem the answer 
sufficient. Besides, he has no right to know further. I look at it as 
a matter which is recorded as one of the secrets of the Order, which 
no Mason has a right to divulge. It speaks but little for us as a body. 
It is a latter-day innovation, and while I lay no particular claim to 
“old fogyism,” I beg leave to question its policy, its usefulness to the 
good, or its justice to the bad, Mason. 

I stand ready to be corrected by “ older heads,” if they think I take 
a wrong view of this matter ; but, until I am convinced it is right 
thus to expose our business, or our records, to the comments of those 
who know nothing of our proceedings, or who should know nothing of 
them, I shall use my influence to prevent and counteract any such 
course by those who do not think of the wrong they are doing, or who 
look at it as a thing which should be blazed abroad. 

I should like your views, Mr. Editor, on this question. In the 
meantime, believe me, 

Tours fraternally, J. N. 8. 


• agree, ill the main, with the nmariu of oar oorreepondent, and hare befbre given 
oar view* upon the subject of his letter. We hold that notice* of expulfion eboald not be 

E bibbed till ordered to be b y the Orand Lodge, end they eboald not be tha* ordered till It 
i eontnned the expulsion*. We will girt oar view* more at length in a fa tore number. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND LODGE OF 
ILLINOIS. 


The Grans Lodge of Illinois held its Annual Communication at Spring- 
field, on the 6th, 7th and 8th days of last month. The attendance was large, 
and the proceedings were characterized by harmony and good feeling. Al- 
though several distinguished Masons (Bros. Blaney, Hobbs, Buck, Anderson, 
and others), whose wisdom and counsel have for many years been called into re- 
quisition to gnide the proceedings of the Grand Body, were absent, the assembly 
was one which any Mason might look upon with pride. A more respectable 
and honorable body of men could not be gathered in the State. The debates 
were conducted with signal ability and good feeling. 

Of the prominent members, we have space to say but a word. Grand Mas- 
ter Hibbard, we regret to say, appeared to be suffering from ill-health. His 
services called forth the strongest meed of praise from the Grand Lodge, as 
will be seen by the extract we give from the report of the Committee to whom 
the Grand Master's address was referred. 

Bro. Harmon G. Reynolds, the indefatigable Grand Secretary, was at his post^ 
late and early. This is literally true, for the first night of the 6&sion, he 
did not go to bed at all, but remained at his desk hard at work, and on each 
morning had his minutes written and prepared for submission to the Grand 
Lodge. For promptness and thoroughness in performing the routine of his 
official duties, we believe Bro. R. has few, if any, equals. Beside the ordinary 
work pertaining to his office, he has performed other labors arduous and diffi- 
cult. His report on Foreign Correspondence was a remarkably well written 
and lengthy document, the preparation of which demanded much time and 
research. For his services ia this respect, he received a deserved compliment 
from the Grand Lodge. 

Past Grand Master Levi Lusk, fast becoming venerable with years, took an 
active part in the proceedings. Past Grand Master Wm. Lavcly, a gentleman 
of extensive Masonic acquirements, who has devoted many years to the study 
of our Institution, and whose labors have been crowned with eminent success 
and merited honors, was present during the whole session, and by his advice 
and influence contributed much to the dispatch of business and a correct de- 
cision of questions which came before the Grand Body. 

We would like to refer somewhat at length to other distinguished members, — 
the present Grand Master ; the acute and ready Kuykendall ; the able and 
eloquent J. H. Matheny ; and a host of other warm-hearted Masons, but our 
space will not permit. 

G. M.’fl ADDRESS. 

The Grand Lodge was opened by Grand Master Hibbard, who delivered an 
appropriate address, of which we give the following synopsis : 

After a few introductory remarks, the Grand Master proceeded as follows : 

My anxiety arises from the fact that my business relations have been such 
that I have not been able to devote the time and attention to the discharge of 
the duties of the office, that it required, without too great sacrifice of my pri- 
vate interests ; and in fact what time I have spent in the discharge of those 
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duties, has been taken from other and no less important ones, at no little pecu- 
niary sacrifice ; consequently, amid the care ana perplexities of business and 
heavy family afflictions — in the death of two members of my family— one, a dear 
little boy, of eleven months — the other, an old and valued friend and relative, 
the Hon. John Bailhache, I fear I may have made some erroneous decisions 
upon Masonic Law and Usage, and probably done things I ought not to have 
done, and left undone many things 1 should have done ; yet it is a source of 
great consolation to believe that I am now at the bar of Brethren, intelligent, 
honorable and just, who know that to err is human, who are aware of my juni- 
ority of age and experience, and who, I trust, will readily excuse the errors of 
the head and hand, when assured that it has been the steady purpose of the heart 
to mete out equal and exact justice to all, and maintain the honor and integ- 
rity of our Grand Lodge. However, it would be very strange, indeed, if I 
should occupy such an honorable and responsible position without committing 
some errors m the discharge of the duties of the office, and meeting with cen- 
sure at least from some. 

DEATH OF B. W. WM. A. DICKEY. 

It becomes a painful duty to announce the death of R. W. Wm. A. Dickey, 
Past Junior Grand Warden of this Grand Lodge. He died in this city in Feb- 
ruary last, after a painful illness, and was buried with Masonic honors. In his 
death, the Brethren of Springfield have met with a loss, which, under the cir- 
cumstances, they deeply feel. The Masonic Fraternity of Illinois have lost a 
friend and Brother, and one of her ablest teachers. His pleasant smile will no 
more greet ns as we make our annual pilgrimage hither, nor will his voice again 
be heard within these walls, calling the Craft from refreshment to labor. Peace 
to his ashes ! As a tribute to his worth, I would recommend that a page in the 
proceedings of our Grand Lodge be appropriated to record his decease. I also 
learned a few days since, of the death of Bro. Samuel Hatton, of Quincy, 
Past Grand Marshal of this Grand Lodge ; also of Bro. L. P. Cabinness, 
though not a Past Grand officer, yet a worthy and zealous Mason, whose voice 
has often been heard in our meetings, and listened to with pleasure and profit. 

Thus it is, my Brethren, in the midst of life we are in death, and we know 
not at what hour we may be summoned hence by death ; and should we not 
return our unfeigned thanks to God that our lives have been spared, and we 
again enjoy the blessed privilege of meeting in Grand Lodge, while others of 
our number have been called from their labors on earth, to render their final 
account to the Supreme Grand Master? What would be our report, my 
Brethren, were we summoned hence to-day to render our final account ? * * 

I congratulate you, my Brethren, on the prosperous condition which our 
Order exhibits at this time throughout this jurisdiction. Although it was 
entrusted to young and rather inexperienced hands, yet I trust our standard 
has been raised “one niche higher 

[The Grand Master proceeded to offer some general remarks, showing that 
Masonry was often perverted ; that care should be taken in making Masons, 
and that the ballot box was the great guard of the Institution. The first duty 
which the G. M. performed after the close of the Grand Lodge last year, was to 
constitute and consecrate the Lodges chartered at that time. The following is 
a list of the 


LODGES CONSTITUTED DURING THE PAST TEAR. 

Fort Armstrong, No. 186; Mystic Tie, 187; Fulton City, 189; Dundee, 
190; Xenia, 191 ; Farmington, 192; Herrick, 193; Freedom, 194 ; La Harpe, 
195; Louisville, 196; King Solomon, 197; Grandviewf 1 98 ; Homer, 199; 
Sheba, 200 ; Centralia, 201 ; Sterling, 202 ; Lavely, 203 ; Flora, 204 ; Corin- 
thian, 205 ; Fairfield, 206 ; Tamaroa, 207 ; Wilmington, 208 ; William B. 
Warren, 209; Lincoln, 210; Cleveland, 211; Shipman, 212; Ipava, 213; 
Gillespie, 214; Weir, 215; Newton, 216; Mason, 217; New Salem, 218; 
Oakland, 219; Mahomet, 220; Leroy, 221 ; Geo. Washington, 222; Keeney, 
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223 ; Mt. Pleasant, 224 ; Owisco, 225 ; Pana, 226. In most instances in 
which proxies were given in the above cases, they were returned with a certifi- 
cate that the Lodges were constituted.] 

[The Qrand Master stated that Nebraska Lodge, at Bellevue, Nebraska Ter- 
ritory, chartered at the last annual communication, was constituted on the 22nd 
day of August last. He also stated that no official information had been re- 
ceived whether or not Cyrus Lodge No. 188, had been constituted. Twenty-six 
dispensations for new Lodges were granted by the G. M. during the year. Iro- 
quois Lodge U. D. having surrendered its famiture, jewels, Ac., the Grand 
Master granted a dispensation for a new Lodge.* During the vear Rising Sun 
Lodge No. 1 1 5 surrendered its charter. All difficulties existing in the juris- 
diction have been amicably settled.] “ I am happy to be able to report/' con- 
tinued the G. M., “that the difficulty heretofore existing between Franklin 
Lodge No. 225 and Madison Lodge No. 101, which has been before this Grand 
Lodge for two years, has been finely settled by Madison Lodge complying with 
the edict of the Grand Lodge in recalling the objectionable circular to which 
Franklin took exception.” 

[Although several applications were made for dispensations, none were 
granted, for conferring degrees in less than the usual time. The Grand Master 
justly complains of the large number of frivolous questions proposed by Mas- 
tons and Wardens of Lodges, and thinks they often result from ignorance of 
the Constitution and By-Laws of the Grand Lodge.] 

NATHAN C. GEER RESTORED. 

[During the year the Grand Master restored to all the rights and benefits of 
Masonry, Nathan C. Geer, who was some years since expelled by Oriental 
Lodge No. 33, the said Lodge having requested him so to do.] 

Speaking of the Grand Secretary of a Grand Lodge, he says ; 

“ He should, therefore, be a gentleman of good mental acquirements, oblig- 
ing and courteous in his deportment, and occupying that position in society, 
and carrying that address that will enable him to give dignity to the office, and 
reflect honor upon the Fraternity. It is with much pleasure I am enabled to 
say, that we have in our present Grand Secretary, all these estimable qualifica- 
tions, together with those of indefatigable industry and faithfulness. Long may 
he enjoy our confidence by occupying his present position ; and I cannot omit, 
in justice to my own feelings, to express my gratitude to our R. W. Grand 
Secretary, and also to M. W. P. G. M. Hobbs, for their valuable aid and coun- 
sel, in my labors during the year ; in fact, without which my own errors would 
have been still more apparent.” 


COMMITTEES. 

The following committees were appointed by the Grand Master : 

On Credentials: Bros. B lakes ley, Kyle and Roberts. To examine Visitors : Huntley, 
Samuels and D. D. Irons. On Lodges U. D. : Lusk, Rice, MoCracken, J. T. Cox and Wm. 
S. Price. On Masonic Jurisprudence : Lnsk, Lavely and Samuels. On Work and Returns of 
Chartered Lodges : Kuykendall, Hays, Payne, Spaulding. Winston, Cleveland, E. Wilcox, 
Whipple and Ccm per. On Petitions and Grievances : Mack, Weir, Dearborn, Heyl and Chee- 
ney. On Finances and Accounts : 8ylveeter Stevens, Barry and Beckwith. On Mileage and 
Per Diem : Bowdoin, Bohn and B. C. Matheny. On G. BL's Address: Lavely, J. H. Maths- 
ny, Goodbrake, Wm. McMurtry and R. B. Latham. 


NBW CONSTITUTION. 

The Grand Secretary announced that he had received official information 
that one hundred and forty-seven of the Lodges in the jurisdiction, (being sir 
more than two-thirds of tne whole,) had, by vote, approved the new Constitu- 
tion. The Grand Master declared it adopted and in force. 
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GRAND OPFICEBS. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year : 

R. W. Harrison Dills, of Quincy, G. M. 

“ “ J. H. Matheny, of Springfield, D. G. M. 

“ “ F. M. Blair, of Paris, S. G. W. 

“ “ A. J. Kuykendall, of Vienna, J. G. W. 
u “ W. McMurtry, of Sylra, G. T. 

“ “ H. G. Reynolds, of Knoxville, G. See. 

** “ Rev. S. P. Clover, of Springfield, G. Chap. 
" “ J. M. Palmer, of Carlin ville, G. Orator. 

“ “ A. R. Robinson, of Springfield, G. Tyler. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

The following officers were appointed : 

Sen. G. D. A. W. Blakesley, 

Jun. G. D. 

Gr. Pursuivant, 

Gr. Marshall, 

Gr. Sword Bearer, 


James Munroe, 
£. J. Higgins, 
E. A. Whipple, 
Daniel Frost, 
Gr. Standard Bearer, Robert Keith, 

Gr. Stewards, j o. N. Stafford, 


Quincy. 

Paradise, Coles Co. 
Chicago. 

Lacon. 

Lee Centre. 
Keithsburg. 
Jonesboro . 


_ , Springfield. 

Gr. Librarian, Harmon G. Reynolds, Knoxville. 

Committee on Foreign Correspondence: Bros. Reynolds, Knoxville; Rice, 
Monmouth, and Roberts, Pekin. 

Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence: Bros. Lavely, Springfield; Samuels, 
Carrollton; Reynolds, Knoxville; Hoyne, Chicago, and Toler, Jonesboro'. 

Committee on Library: Bros. Reynolds, Knoxville; C. W. Matheny, and 
Lavely, Springfield. 


BEPOBT ON O. X.'a ADDRESS. 

The committee to whom the Grand Master’s Address was referred, bestowed 
on that officer deserved praise, in their report which was adopted by the Grand 
Lodge. They say: 

The Select Committee to whom hu been referred the Address of the M. W. G. If., having 
bad the same under consideration, would report : That it has inspired us with no ordinary 
decree of pleasure and gratification to observe the unmistakeable evidence it bears, of the 
faithfulness, assiduity and skill manifested by him, in whom onr highest confidence has not 
been misplaced, and the exalted honor not unworthily conferred. 

We may indeed remark that, notwithstanding his frequent allusions to youth fulness and 
inexperience, it is apparent to all, that he is possessed pf an old head , a large heart , and a 
watchful and vigilant eye for the welfare and perpetuity of Masonry in our jurisdiction, and 
we feel well assured that when we mete oat to him the plaudit, “ well done, good and faith- 
ful servant,” we but give utterance to the sentiment of every Masonic heart. 

In the allusion to his heavy family afflictions and sad bereavements, we can but deeply 
sympathize with him, and feel that in the death of his “ old and valued friend and relative, ’’ 
Bro. Jno. Bailhache, he has not only sustained a great loss, but that the Fraternity has, at 
the same time, lost one of Its brightest ornaments; and though a sad loss to our Worshipfal 
and to us, we feel that it has been his gain, for we are assured that he carried with him the 
“ pass” of a pure and blameless life, and has found ready admission to the Celestial Grand 
Lodge above. 


THE ASHLAR. 

We were highly gratified with the complimentary notices which were be- 
stowed upon our magazine. The Grand Master in his address, said : 

“ 1 have lately had my attention coiled to the subject of Masonic publications ; and 
I have been astonished at the number of newspapers , periodicals , and so-called Text- 
books , that have lately been , or are about to be, published. It is truly surprising to see 
how many of our Brethren throuahout the country are aspiring to the chair Editorial, 
and if they did but know how ridiculous they make themselves appear, they would soon 
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retire to private life . Our Fraternity is imposed upon by such worthies* publications, 
and they should be discountenanced by every Brother and every Lodge. One good 
Masonic Magazine, of known character and ability, is worth them 

ALL, AND I AM HAPPY WE HATS SUCH AN ONR PUBLISHED IN OUR OWN JU- 
RISDICTION. I REFER TO THB MASONIC ASHLAR, PUBLISHED IN CHICAGO 

by Bro. Allyn Weston, and I can cheerfully recommend it as a 

WORK WORTHY THB SUPPORT AND PATRONAGE OF THE FRATERNITY IN THIS 
JURISDICTION." 

The report of the Committee to whom the Grand Master’s address was re- 
ferred, which was unanimously adopted by the Grand Lodge, says : 

"We heartily- concnr with the sentiments of the M. W. Gr. Master as to the 
mania for publishing Masonic newspapers, periodicals, and so-called Masonic 
Text-books, and although we deem it inexpedient to officially recommend any 
particular one at this time, wb believe that the Masonic Ashlar of 
our State merits the patronage of our Brethren, and will be an 
efficient auxiliary in disseminating true light." 

lodges chartered. 

Charters were granted the following Lodges XL D. : 

Columbus Lodge No. 227, at Columbus ; Loving ton Lodge No. 228, at Lot- 
ington ; Manchester Lodge No. 229, at Manchester ; New Haven Lodge No. 
230, at New Haven ; Wvanett Lodge No. 231, at WyaBett ; Farmers’ Lodge 
No. 232 : Blandenville Lodge No. 234, at Blandenville ; Dnquoin Lodge No. 
235, at Duquoln ; Dallas City Lodge No. 236, at Dallas City ; Charter Oak 
Lodge No. 237 ; Cairo Lodge No. 238, at Cairo ; Black Hawk Lodge No. 239, 
at Hamilton ; Ml Carmel Lodge No. 240, at Mt. Carmel ; Western Star Lodge 
No. 241 ; Shekinah Lodge No. 242, at Carbondale ; Aegis Lodge No. 243 ; 
Galva Lodge No. 244, at Galva ; Horicon Lodge No. 245 ; Greenville Lodge 
No. 246, at Greenville ; Panola Lodge No. 247, at Panola; Rob. Morris Lodge 
No. 248, at Minunk ; Golden Gate Lodge No. 249, at Prairie City ; Hibbard 
Lodge No. 250, at Brighton; Robinson Lodge No. 251, at Robinson; Hey- 
worth Lodge No. 252 ; Aledo Lodge No. 253, at Aledo ; Avon Harmony Lodge 
No. 254, at Avon ; Aurora Lodge No. 255, at Aurora. 

Dispensations were granted to Allen Latham and other Brethren to form 
and open a Lodge at Calin, and to Samuel A. French and other Brethren to 
form and open a Lodge at Algonquin. 

Bv the report of the Committee on Finance, it appears that there were in 
the bands of the Grand Treasurer, $9,956.90, out of which the mileage and 
per diem, and orders passed at the last communication, were paid. 

Clay Lodge No. 153, was, by vote, removed from Richview to Ashley. 

By vote, at the request of Bro. Matheny, Grand Orator, it was decided to 
dispense with a public installation of officers, and the oration. 

report of committee or f. c. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence, through the Chairman, Bro. 
Reynolds, made a very excellent report, that called forth the following resolu- 
tion, which was unanimously adopted : 

JUsokvst, That the thanks of this Grand Lodge are dae, and are hereby most cheerfully 
tendered, to oar R. W. Grand Secretary, for his very able and eloquent report as Chairman 
of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, and that it be specially recommende d^ to b e 
read by every Mason under this jurisdiction , as the best means of obtaining Masonic Informa- 
tion, not only aa to what the Craft are doing in other jurisdictions, bat also as containing 
a much greater amount of information as to the individual duties and responsibilities of 
every Mason, than can be obtained in any other document in so small a space. 

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 

We are unable at this time to give even a synopsis of the report, but shall 
Jo so in our next number. The resolutions accompanying the report were 
adopted. The first resolution instructs the G. Sec. to correspond with the 
commission established at Paris by the Universal Masonic Congress, soliciting 
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in the way of exchanges, the proceedings of Masonic bodies out of the United 
States. The second commends the position taken by the G. L. of N. Y., in 
reference to the articles of Union. Tne third recognizes the G. L. of Kansas. 
The fourth recognizes the G. L. of Canada. The fifth declares “ that ad- 
vancement in the degrees may be staved at any time for good reasons by the 
Lodge or the Master.” The sixth declares “ that so-called side degrees are 
very pernicious in their general effect upon Masonry, and the conferring them 
hereafter within Masonic Lodge rooms is prohibited throughout this jurisdic- 
tion.” The seventh prohibits Lodges receiving visitors from New York “ with- 
out a certificate certifying that the brother therein named was made a Mason in 
a regularly and duly constituted Lodge, which, at the time of said making, was 
working under the authority of a constitutional and lawfully organized G. L., 
or otherwise has been duly and lawfully 1 healed * by competent authority, 
and in the only form and manner sanctioned by the usages and customs of 
Masonry ; that said Bro. is now in regular standing, and is true in his alle- 
giance to the G. L. of N. Y.” 

RESTORATIONS. 

The following named expelled Masons were reinstated : A. K. Page, Mar- 
celline Lodge No. 114; David C. Wright, Iroquois, U. D. ; John H. Red- 
dish, Fidelity, 152; Robt. H. Chesin, Fidelity, 152; David D. Matrix, Cale- 
donia, 47. 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved , That it is nn-Masonio to Initiate or raise more than one candidate at one and 
the same time. 

A resolution to have but one ballot for the three degrees was rejected. 

The By-Laws and Regulations proposed for the G. L. were Uid over, and 
referred to the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence. 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, That It ! Is deemed inexpedient, and prejudicial to the interests of Masonry, to 
nant dispensations fbr new Lodges, the location of which may be within fire miles of another 
Lodge, unlees the said Lodge shall consist of at least forty members, or the Lodge prayed for 
is to be located in a city or corporate town, containing a population of three thousand in- 
habitants. 

Tho following correspondence was referred to the Committee on Masonic 
Jurisprudence : 

% Chester, Sept. 30, 1851. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of the State of Illinois : 

The undersigned asks instructions from the G. L. on the following state- 
ment : We have had for some years in our Lodge two members of the Ger- 
man Lutheran Church. Some rime last winter they were both compelled to 
make a promise neither to attend the meetings of the Lodge nor to pay dues, on 
pain of being expelled or excommunicated from the chnrch. At a subsequent 
meeting of the Lodge, I got a Brother to prefer charges against them, specify- 
ing the cause. The Lodge did not sustain the charges, and consequently they 
remain Master Masons in good standing, and entitled to all the privileges of 
Masonry. Y. SWANWICK, W. M. 

of Chester Lodge No. 72. 

The Committee to whom the above was referred, reported as follows : “ Ma- 
sonry does not assume the authority to hold its members or votaries in affilia- 
tion when snch affiliation interferes with their duties to their God, or with the 
peace of their families, and snch interference is good cause for a Mason to 
withdraw from a Lodge by demit.” 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved , That this Grand Lodge will sustain the action of any Subordinate Lodge under 
ite jurisdiction, In punishing by reprimand, suspension, or expulsion, any member who shall 
be found guilty of the inordinate use of intoxicating drinks, great prolknlty, gambling, 
quarrelling with or abasing a Brother Mason. 

Voted G. S. $1,000. 
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Provision was made, in unison with the Grand Chapter, for the Grand Lodge 
to hire a room in Springfield for the nse of the Grand Secretary — the Chapter 
to pay one-third of the expense, and the Lodge two-thirds. 

By vote of the Grand Lodge, Bro. John S. Kelly, expelled from Ewington 
Lodge No. 149, and Jesse Chapman, expelled from Scott No. 179, were restored 
to all the rights and benefits or Masonry. 

JEWELS. 

Daring the session of the Grand Lodge on two evenings, the work of the 
Entered Apprentices’ and Master’s degrees was exhibited in the Masonic Hall 
by Grand Lecturer, Bro. Huntley. A good portion of one evening was occu- 
pied in discussing the question of which were the movable and which the im- 
movable jewels ; and a vote was finally taken, (not by the Grand Lodge, but 
by the assemblage of Masons composing that body,) declaring, by a very large 
minority, the Square, Level and Plumb to be the immovable jewel s, and the 
Bough Ashlar, the Perfect Ashlar and the Trestle Board to be the movable 
jewels. This vote has no binding force, but is merely an expression of opinion. 
We think it is correct. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE G. R. A. CHAPTER OF 
ILLINOIS. 


The G. R. A. Chapter of Illinois met at Springfield on Friday, the 2nd 
day of October, 1857, M. E. Edward M. M. Clarke, Grand High Priest. He 
delivered an address, devoted mostly to local matters. From it we learn that 
during the year, Chapters were organized under charters granted at the last 
annual convocation, as follows : Bloomington No. 26 ; Joliet No. 27 ; Prince- 
ton No. 28 ; Clarke No. 29 [at Beardstown] ; Warren No. 30 [at Monmouth] ; 
Orient No. 31 [at Morris] ; Edgar No. 32 [at Paris] ; Carthage No. 33 ; 
McHenry No. 34; Harmony No. 35 [at Lawrenceville]. During the year dis- 
pensations were issued as follows : To Shabona Chapter, at Ottawa ; for Rich- 
land Chapter, at Olney ; El wood Chapter, at Kankakee, and Hutsonville Chap- 
ter, at Hutsonville. 

Our space will not permit us to give the excellent report of the Committee 
on Foreign Correspondence, from the pen of Comp. H. G. Reynolds, as we 
would like to do. We can, therefore, lay before our readers a bare synopsis. 
It acknowledges the receipt of the proceedings of Grand Chapters in Alabama, 
Arkansas, California, Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Maryland, Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, 
Tennessee, Texas, Vermont, Virginia and Wisconsin ; also the report of the 
Committee on F. C. for 1856, together with the Constitution of the Grand 
Chapter of Pennsylvania, and the Constitution of the Grand Chapter of Iowa. 

Tne first part of the report is occupied with an account of the proceedings 
of the General Grand Chapter at its last triennial convocation, in Hartford, m 
September, 1856. It gives the resolutions adopted by that body, and also the 
amendments proposed to its constitution, and which will have to be acted on at 
the next triennial session, to be held at Chicago, in 1859. Among the resolu- 
tions is the following : 


Resolved^ That the O. Q. Chapter do recommend to the Grand Chapters and the Snbordi- 
fflnate Chapters under this Jurisdiction to abridge the oeremonles now conferred in the Past 
Master’s degree, within the narrowest constitutional limits, only retaining the inducting of 
the candidate into the oriental chair, and the communicating of the means of recognition. 

The report of the Committee on F. C. quotes from the proceedings of sev- 
eral Grand Chapters which have approved the foregoing resolution, and says, 
“the G. C. of Connecticut is the only one under the junsdietkm of the G. G. 
C., which has expressly dissented from the proposition of that Grand Body.” 
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EIGHT OF VISIT. 

The report next takes up the subject of the “ right of visit," in connection 
with the position assumed by P. G. H. Priest Watson, of this jurisdiction, and 
answers the remarks put forth by the Grand Chapters of Virginia, Florida, 
Wisconsin and Missoun. It takes the ground that every Chapter has certain 
“ inherent and inalienable rights which can neither be abrogated nor forfeited, 
without a violation of its charter." “ The right ” it says, “ to admit or exclude 
visitors is a right pertaining to every individual Chapter or Lodge. Hence, 
your Committee say, as they said last year, 1 this Grand Chapter has never 
admitted the indiscriminate right to visit,' ” It says in illustration of this : 

8uppose that R. A. Masons, hailing from Virginia or England, and not in the pomeMkw 
of the Mark or Past degrees, should apply lbr admission, oould our High Priests permit them 
to be present while those degrees were being conferred ? • * • * Admitting the 

legal existence of the Grand Chapter of Pennsylvania, still if the High Priest* of Lafhvette 
Chapter, in 1858, had no means of ascertaining the true position of the degrees in that jurie- 
dictlon, was it not his duty, as well as privilege, to refuse admission to visitors from that 
Jurisdiction, until he could be satisfied on that point? 

By the latest reports received from Virginia and Florida, your Committee perceive that our 
proceedings of last year had not been reoelved. When they are received and reported on, 
your Committee feel certain that justice will be done this Grand Chapter. Certain it is, that 
they ought not to complain until they have cause for complaint. The Grand Chapter of Illi- 
nois has ever entertained sentiments of high respect for the Grand Chapterst of Virginia 
and Florida, and the eminent Masons at the head of their affairs, and would throw no ob- 
stacle in the way of their success. Their proceedings are read with satisfaction and profit, 
and the largest fraternal Interchange of friendly greetings is very desirable. 

The Committee state that proceedings lately received show that the degrees 
of M. M., P. M. and M. E. are conferred in the Chapters of Pennsylvania, and 
that this removes all the difficulty. 

SIDE DEGREES. 

The report takes ground against side degrees, and quotes from the report of 
the C. of F. C. of the G. C. of California as follows : 

We must assent to the views of the Committee in regard to the entire system of the so- 
called 1 side degrees,’ as a modern innovation on the legitimate business of the Order, they 
being for the most part frivolous in their nature, and tending in a great measure to bring 
into disregard the regular degrees of the Order. No one can claim that they possess the 
slightest ntility or advantage to the Craft, whilst, on the other hand, they tend to weaken 
tiie impression made upon the sentient and reflecting mind, by the solemnity of the regukr 
degrees, in their frequent levity and frivolity. 

The Committee think the proceedings of the G. G. C., at its last convoca- 
tion, did much to change the views of those who wish to abolish it. 

In accordance with the recommendation of the C. of F. C., the amendments 
proposed to the Cohstitution of the G. G. C. were referred to the Committee 
on Masonic Jurisprudence to report on next year, and the Subordinate Chap- 
ters were requested to examine said amendments,! and express their opinion 
on the same. The following resolutions were adopted : 

PAST MASTER’S DEGREE. 

Resolved , That in accordance with the recommendation of the M. E. O. G. O. of R. A. 
Masons of the U. 8., it is hereby enacted by the Grand Chapter of the State of Illinois, that 
the degree of P. M. shall in this jurisdiction be hereafter restricted within its narrowest con- 
stitutional limits; that la to say, It shall be confined to inducting the candidate into tbs 
ehair; binding him by proper obligations; reading to him the indispensable charges; com- 
municating the means of recognition and other secrets ; orally instructing him )u his dntiss 
and the use of the gavel, and saluting him with due respect as Master; and that no Chapter 
in this jurisdiction shall add to or practice more than these ceremonies, nor make use of any- 
thing fictitious or pretended in the degree. 


• He refused to admit a Companion hailing from a Chapter acting under the authority of 
the G C. of Pennsylvania, not because the G. C. had not acknowledged the authority of 
the G. G. C., but for other reasons, as Indicated by the report.— Ed. 
t These bodies have no connection with the G. G. C. 

% We shall publish them in Tni Aahla* at an early day. 
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VISIT OF COMPANIONS FROM PENNSYLVANIA. 

Resolved , That Royal Arch Masons, hailing from Pennsylvania, be admitted to visit upon 
the same terms as others are, hailing from any sister jurisdiction. 

The report of Comp. Levi Lusk, Grand Lecturer, states that he visited dur- 
ing the year all the Chapters but four, and that many of the Chapters are now 
veir well versed in all tne ritual. 

A petition for a Chapter at Galesburg, unaccompanied by the recommenda- 
tion of any Chapter, was not granted, the G. H. P. ruling that a vote could not 
bo taken on the granting of the petition. 

CHARTERS GRANTED. 

Charters were granted to the following Chapters U. D. : Woodstock , at 
Woodstock, No. 36 ; Shabbona , at Ottawa, No. 37 ; Richland, at Olney, No. 38 ; 
E I wood , at Kankakee, No. 39, and Hutsonville, at Hutsonville, No. 40. 

OFFICERS FOR THE ENSUING TEAR. 

The following were elected officers for the ensuing year : 

J. H. Hibbard, of Alton, G. H. P. ; N. D. Elwood, of Joliet, D. G. H. P. : 
Wm. W. Mitchell, of Chicago, G. K ; A. W. Blakesley, of Quincy, G. 6. ; 
Wm. McMurtry, of Hendersonville, G. Tre&s. ; H. G. Reynolds, of Knox- 
ville, G. Sec. ; Sylvester Stevens, of Knoxville, G. C. H. ; Levi Lusk, of 
Sylva, G. Chap. 

The following wore the appointments of the G. H. Priest elect : Daniel B. 
Rice, of Monmouth, G. P. S. ; Casar A. Roberts, of Pekin, G. R. A. C. ; 
Jag. B. Kyle, of Macomb, G. M. 3rd V. ; J. A. Winston, of Carthage, G. M. 
2nd Y. ; N. H. Dearborn, of St. Charles, G. M. 1st V. ; A. R. Robinson, 
G. Steward and Tyler. 

RATTER OF HERMAN CHAPTER. 

A report respecting Herman Chapter was agreed to, and its resolutions 
adopted. We take from it the following extract : 

In the matter of Herman Chapter and the Companions at Laeon, your Committee, to 
▼horn the subject was specially referred, beg leave to report that they have obtained a con- 
ference between the parties concerned, and it is agreed that the members of Herman Chap- 
ter, living at Laoon, shall withdraw their membership from Herman Chapter, provided that 
the Grand Chapter will grant permission to Herman Chapter immediately to elect officers to 
All the vacancy occasioned by such withdrawal, and provided further that the present H. 
Priest, Treasurer and Secretary deliver to Herman Chapter all books, papers, moneys and 
property belonging to said Chapter, all of which your Committee deem reasonable. * * 

Reserved, That tile petition of the Companions at Laeon for dispensation is reasonable ; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That a dispensation be granted to Comp. Silas Ramsay and the Companions In 
the petition named, to form and open a Chapter of R. A. Masons at Laeon, in Marshall 
county. 

Resolved, That the Companions, members of Herman Chapter, residing at laeon, have 
leave to withdraw their membership from said Chapter, and stand demitted. 

Resolved , That Comps. 0 . H. Green leaf, present H. P., Henry Steiner, Treas., and D. B. 
Brooks, Secretary, are hereby required to surrender to Herman Chapter all books, papers, 
moneys and property in their possession belonging to said Chapter. 

Resolved, That a special dispensation be granted to Herman Chapter, authorising than to 
hold an election to fill vacancies, Ac. 


THE ASHLAR. 

The following resolutions, offered by Comp. Mitchell, respecting our Maga- 
zine, were unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That it is the sentiment of this Grand Chapter, that as a means of 
disseminating Masonic intelligence, the perusal of Masonic publications by the 
Fraternity is of great importance. 
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Resolved, That we hail with pleasure the publication of “ THE 
ASHLAR/' a Monthly Magazine, published at Chicago and De- 
troit, by Comp. Allyn Weston, and it is hereby commended to 
the Royal Craft in Illinois, as a work, both for Masonic and 
literary merits, entitled to their confidence and patronage. 

Resolved , That our Grand Secretary, H. G. Reynolds, be re- 
quested to subscribe fob five copies of THE ASHLAR for the 
use of the Chapter. 


A vote of thanks was given to M. E. Edward M. M. Clarke. 

The following Standing Committees were appointed : On Foreign Corres- 
pondence, H. G. Reynolds, ex officio , J. H. Matheny and Clayton Hale ; on 
Masonic Jurisprudence, H. G. Reynolds, Levi Lusk and W. B. Warren ; on 
Education, M. J. Noyes, A. Hayden and John Trible. H. G. Reynolds was 
appointed Librarian. 

Resolutions showing respect to Comp. Wm. M. Dickey were unanimously 
adopted. 


amendment to the constitution. 

An amendment was proposed to the Constitution of the Grand Chapter of 
Illinois, and seconded by vote of a majority of those present, to the effect that 
petitions for new Chapters shall be recommended by the nearest Chapter. It 
lies over till another year. 

compensation of members. 

A resolution was adopted changing the mileage of members from throe to 
five cents, and per diem compensation from one dollar to two dollars. 

GRAND LECTURER. 

The resolutions passed last year requiring the Grand Lecturer to visit every 
Chapter, were repealed. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND COUNCIL OF 
ILLINOIS. 


The annual convocation of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters 
of Illinois, was held at Springfield on the first day of October last, Thrice 
Illustrious Edward M. M. Clarice, Grand Puissant. An appropriate address 
was delivered by the G. Puissant. The report of the committee on credentials 
showed that the following Companions were members of the Grand Body : E. 
M. M. Clarke, G. P. ; J. H. Hibbard, Dep. G. P. ; Charles Fisher, G. Th. 111 . ; 
Levi Lusk, Prin. Cond. ; Sylvester Stevens, Capt. Guard. ; Wm. McMurtry, 
Grand Treasurer ; H. G. Reynolds, Grand Recorder ; A. R. Robinson, Grand 
Sentinel ; Permanent Memtiers, J. H. Hibbard and Levi Lusk ; Representa- 
tives — Illinois Council No. 1, at Knoxville; Sylvester Stevens, T. L G. M. ; 
Wm. McMurtry, D. I. G. M. ; Clayton Hale, P. C. W. : Springfield Council 
No. 2, at Springfield ; Chas. Fisher, P. C. W. : Alton No. 3, at Alton ; J. H. 
Hibbard, T. I. G. M. ; John Trible, P. C. W. : Chicago No. 4, at Chicago ; 
Wm. W. Mitchell, Pr. T. I. G. M. : Rushville No. 6, at Rushville ; Levi 
Lusk, Pr. T. I. G. M. 

During the past year, Excelsior Council No. 8, at Iowa City, and Dubuque 
Council No. — , Dubuque, were organized under charters granted by the Grand 
Council at its previous annual convocation. During the recess, the T. I. Puis- 
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ant granted a dispensation to Comps. A. O. SulliYan, Levy, and others, to 
form a council at St. Louis, Mo., under the name of St. Louis Council. 

The report of the Committee on Chartered Councils, showed the following 
facte : Illinois Council No. 1, Dues paid, $24.50 ; No. members, 66 ; Promoted, 
8: Springfield No. 2, Dues paid, $3.75; No. members, 15 ; Promoted, none : 
Alton No. 3, Dues paid, $11.00; No. members, 23; Promoted 5: Chicago 
No. 4, Dues paid, $15.25; No. members, 37; Promoted 6: Rushville No. 6, 
Dnes paid, $4.00 ; No. members, 16 ; Promoted, none. 

A charter was granted to St. Louis Council, U. D. A question arose with 
regard to granting a dispensation to the Companions who petitioned for this 
council, from the met that they were recommended not by Alton Council , which 
was the nearest, but by Boonville Council, which was constituted under the 
authority of the Grand Council of Kentucky. Section 7th of the Constitution 
of the Grand Council of Illinois, says that the petition for a new council 
H shall be accompanied by a certificate from the council nearest to the place 
where the new council is to be formed,” &c. The G. Puissant who granted 
the dispensation, put the following construction upon the clause : 

u The object and design, however, of that section is unquestionably that the grant of a 
tiqKMttion or charter shall, in ail cases, depend upon the production of satisfactory evi- 
4mee, that the parties applying fbr it profess the requisite moral character, and Masonio 
•Why; that the formation of the proposed council at the place specified, would conduce to 
ih» interests of the Order, and also that the rights and privileges of an existing Council, 
vithin its proper terrltoral limits and jurisdiction, will not be infringed,” Ac. In the 
pnaeot case, the application was from a quarter beyond the territorial limits and exclusive 
mbtiktkm of any of our subordinate councils. 

This view of the case was sustained by the Grand Council. 

The following officers were elected for the ensning year : Jas. V. Z. Blaney, 
G. P. ; J. H. Matheny, D. G. P. ; Sylvester Stevens, G. T. 111. ; John Tribla, 
G. P. C. ; Chas. Fisher, G. C. G. ; W. McMnrtry, G. Treas. ; H. G. Rey- 
nolds, G. Recorder ; Levi Lusk, G. Chap. ; A. R. Robinson, G. Sentinel. 

Suitable resolutions were adopted relative to the death of Comp. Wm. A. 
Dickey, and a resolution was passed that the subordinate Councils “be in- 
structed to adopt the work in the Royal and Select Master's degrees as taught 
by Comp. Dickey.” 

The report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence is an admirable 
document — as is every thing from the pen of Comp. H. G. Reynolds— concise 
ud instructive. We gather from it the following facts. There are Grand 
Councils in Alabama, Connecticut, Georgia, Indiana, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Maine, Mississippi, New York, Ohio, Tennessee and Vermont, and Iowa, Mas- 
sachusetts and Rhode Island. 

“ The foregoing,” says the report, “ comp on all the Grand Councils of which we have any 
knowledge. The Grand Council of Kentucky has jurisdiction over two subordinate Councils 
in ‘Hawaii, and tilts Grand Council will probably grant a, charter to another at this session, 
sad a new Grand Council may be expected in Missouri soon. The Grand Council of Ken- 
tucky has two subordinates in Texas, and the Grand Council of Alabama has jurisdiction 
**w two, and it is presumed that a Grand Council now is, or soon will be, formed there. The 
Grand Council of Connecticut has jurisdiction of three Councils in Michigan,* and of one 
h S»t Hampshire. Ohio has jurisdiction of one iu California, an<h Mew York of one in 
Kanesota.” 


Oy A Mason should be charitable toward every one. Let each one think 
tow often he fails to fulfil his moral duties, and how often his conduct tends to 
injure the Institution in the eyes of the world ; then he will realize that toward 
bun charity the most extensive is exercised. As he desires a continuance of 
that heavenly virtue among his Brethren, let him cultivate it at all times. 


* Pontiac, 8k Clair, and Monro* at Detroit. 
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Masonry and Sectarianism. — It has been our oonstant endeavor 
from the commencement of The Ashlar, to exert an influence against 
the introduction into the work and lectures of Masonry or the practices 
of the Lodge, anything which will tend to contract our Institution and 
deprive it of its universality. The views which we entertain on this 
point are of vital importance, and have been advocated without fear or 
favor. They have found staunch supporters ; and as they have been 
sustained in the past, so wo believe they will be in the future. 

We have perused with pleasure some remarks of Bro. F. M. King, 
of New York, in relation to introducing sectarian prayers into Lodges. 
He says : “At various stages along in the progress of the Masonic 
student, to the attainment of those mysteries which the Masters possess, 
he is earnestly and solemnly assured that he will not be required to 
abandon his religious opinions by the practice of, and his adherence to, 
the duties and principles which Masonry inculcates. It is, therefore, 
permitted the Jew to believe that the Messiah is yet to come ; and the 
Mahometan that the son of Abdalah is his intercessor before the Throne 
of God ; indeed, if our understanding of the landmarks be correct, the 
disciples of no creed are excluded from our mysteries, save those whose 
souls the blight of Atheism has withered, and those who come under 
the denomination of Pagans ; and even among the latter, it is believed 
by the undersigned, that there have been, and still are, sects whose 
members are eligible to the honors of Masonry ; among them may be 
enumerated, in the centuries of the past, the disciples and followers of 
Thales, of Pythagoras, of Plato and the Stoics, and, in latter times, 
the vast number of believers in the doctrines of the Zend, styled Per- 
sees. * * * What a picture of humiliation must that man present on 
the one hand, abandoning his creed for the accommodation of the other 
creeds there represented ; or on the other, adapting his prayer to the 
particular creed of each person present? In either alternative, the 
requirement seems so unjust, so absurd, so contrary to the teachings of 
our ritual, that no eloquence of language, or theories of reasoning, 
can persuade the undersigned to sanction it.” 


tt^Let not one Mason backbite another. Such a practice is dis- 
honorable among the worst class of men. If you know aught against 
a man, seek not to unjustly injure him therewith, but strive, rather, by 
kindness to turn him from the errors of his ways, and aid his reforma- 
tion. Then will you cultivate a proper Masonic feeling. 
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MASONRY IN INDIA. 


The following facts we find in the Mirror Keystone , taken from 
the London Freemason's Magazine : 

The D. Prov. G. M. has delegated to R. W. Bro. Major Charles 
Hogge, P. Prov. J. G. W. ; V. W. and Rev. Bro. Thomas Cartwright 
Symth, Prov. G. Chap.; and W. Bro. Capt. E. Kyrle Money, P. 
Prov. S. G. D. ; the discretionary power vested in him for granting 
dispensations to Lodges for the following purposes : 

For advancing a brother to a higher degree at a shorter interval 
than four weeks. 

For initiating a candidate under the age of twenty-one years. 

For public processions or assemblies, but not for Masonic balls, 
which are to be discountenanced. 

The above Brethren will have the temporary titles of Pro D. Prov. 
G. M., and Pro D. Prov. G. Superintendent, and their duties will be 
divided in the following manner: Bros. Hogge and Smyth, acting 
jointly, will grant dispensations to six Lodges and five Chapters, at 
Allahabad, Meerut, Cawnpore, Agra, Mussoorie and Delhi. Bro. 
Money will grant dispensations to seven Lodges and three Chapters, 
at Simla, Umballa, Peshawun, Jullundur, Rawul Pindee, Ferozepore, 
and Subathoo. By this arrangement, the delay which is at present 
caused by references to Calcutta will be avoided. The D. Prov. G. M. 
has, however, reserved to himself the power of granting dispensations 
for constituting new Lodges, and for the continuance of the Master of 
a Lodge in the Chair for more than two years in cases of necessity. 

CALCUTTA. 

The Indian Freemasons' Friend, for June, contains the report of 
a meeting held at Calcutta on the 20th May, at which the Freemasons 
determined to offer their services to the Government in the present 
juncture, in such manner as the Governor-General might please to di- 
rect An address having been accordingly forwarded to the Governor- 
General, be thanked them for their offer — suggested that they might 
be useful hereafter as special constables — and requested those who 
were willing so to act, to register their names at the office of the Com- 
missioner of Police, but stated that the Governor-General “ has no 
apprehension whatever of riot, insurrection or disturbance amongst any 
class of the population of Calcutta ; and if, unfortunately, any should 
occur, the means of crushing it utterly and at once are at hand.” 

DELHI. 

The following is interesting, as contrasting how different was the 
position of Delhi only five months since to what it is now. How many 
of these Brethren may have perished in the late unfortunate events, it 
is as yet impossible to say. 

On the 30th of March, the ceremony of installing the W. M. of 
8tar of Delhi Lodge was performed at Delhi, by W. Bro. Lieut G. 
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Forrest (the father of Masonry in the North-West,) V. W. the Rev. 
Bro. Smyth, and W. Bro. Buckley, late of Lodge Harmony, Cawn- 
pore. V. W. Bro. Smyth went over from Meerut expressly for the 
purpose of affording his assistance. The eastern chair was occupied 
by W. Bro. Forrest (who conducted the proceedings in his well-known 
skillful and impressive way,) and the duties of Wardens were dis- 
charged by Y. W. Bro. Smyth and W. Bro. Buckley. The ceremony 
of installation (after the requisite preliminaries were concluded, and 
D. Prov. G. M.’s dispensation for holding the Lodge had been read) 
was performed by the three installing Masters ; and W. Bro. Capt 
Russell, of the 54th Reg’t N. I., was duly proclaimed in the three 
Craft degrees, by Y. W. Bro. T. C. Smyth, as first W. M. of Star of 
Delhi Lodge. 

The following officers were afterwards appointed by the W. M., and 
addressed by V. W. Bro. Smyth, on the subject of their respective 
Masonic duties (excepting W. Bro. Forrest): — Bros. Lieut. G. For- 
rest, P. M. ; Dr. Dopping, S. W. ; Lieut. Holland, J. W. ; W. Bro. 
Conductor Buckley, S. D.; Bros. Conductor Scully, J. D.; Conduc- 
tor Settle, Tyler. 

The services of Bro. W. H. Marshall, a worthy, able and most zeal- 
ous Mason, have been happily secured for this infant Lodge, in the 
important capacities of Secretary and Treasurer. 

On the closing of the Lodge, the brethren adjourned to another 
room, where an ample inaugurating banquet had been prepared. The 
evening was enlivened by various songs, toasts and speeches ; all im- 
bued with that spirit of harmony and brotherly love which should ever 
characterize Masonic assemblies. 


Behavior. — You are not to hold private committees or separate 
conversation, without leave from the Master, nor to talk of anything 
impertinent or unseemly, or interrupt the Master or Wardens, or any 
Brother speaking to the Master; nor behave yourself ludicrously or 
jestingly while the Lodge is engaged in what is serious and solemn ; 
nor use any unbecoming language upon any pretence whatsoever ; but 
to pay due reverence to your Master, Wardens, and Fellows, and put 
them to worship. 

If any complaint be brought, the brother found guiliy shall stand to 
the award and determination of the Lodge, who are the proper and 
competent judges of all such controversies, (unless you carry it by 
appeal to the Grand Lodge,) and to whom they ought to be referred, 
unless a Lord’s Work bo hindered the meanwhile, in which case a 
particular reference may be made ; but you must never go to law about 
what concerneth Masonry, without an absolute necessity apparent to 
the Lodge . — Masonic Constitutions . 
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MASONIC ITEMS. 


(E^* The Committee of Finance of the Grand Lodge of Pensylvar 
nia show that daring the first six months of the present year up to Jaly 
1st, the receipts were $23,188.99. Payments daring the same period 
as follows : For the redemption of Masonic loans, $9,060.60 ; interest, 
$4,530 ; taxes, $1,601.75 ; salaries and other expenses, $4,407.83 ; 
leaving a balance on hand, Jaly 1st, of $3,588.91. 


The Annual Provincial Grand Lodge of the Isle of Wight, says 
the Mirror and Keystone , was held at Binstead, the seat of Lord and 
Lady Downes, a little better than a mile from Hyde, on Thursday, 
July 2nd, the grounds of which beautiful seat had been kindly granted 
to the R. W. Prov. G. M., the son of her ladyship, for the occasion, it 
having been determined to hold a fete, in which not only Masons hut 
ladies and other friends might participate. 

Grand Lodge was opened shortly after twelve o’clock in a tent upon 
the grounds, the entrance to which had been properly tyled, there 
being a large number of Brethren present 

On the motion of Bro. Hyde Pullen, it was resolved to give from 
the Grand Lodge funds a donation of £10 10*. to each of the Masonic 
Schools, (Boys’ and Girls’,) and £5 to each of the funds of the Royal 
Benevolent Institution for aged Masons and their widows. 

Some formal business having been transacted, and a vote of thanks 
unanimously carried to Lord and Lady Downes for having kindly 
granted the use of their grounds to the Masonic body, the Prov. Grand 
Lodge was closed in due form, and the Brethren proceeded to join their 
friends in the grounds, a large number of ladies and gentlemen being 
first presented to the R. W. Prov. G. M. in an outer chamber of the 
tent. 

About two o’clock, the Brethren and their friends, to the number of 
about two hundred, assembled in a spacious marquee, where an elegant 
cold collation was provided, the number being smaller than had been 
expected, owing, it would appear, to the previous day being somewhat 
stormy. 

Craft en Wisconsin. — In a letter recently received from the Grand 
Lecturer of Wisconsin, Bro. M. L. Young, he says : “ I have just 
returned from my first official trip, and have had a very pleasant time 
9 — vol. in. NO. III. 
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among the Brethren. I found them, as a general thing, anxious for 
instruction, and the Lodges in a prosperous condition, with the feeling 
generally prevailing, that it is best not to be too anxious about increas- 
ing their numbers except with the best material.” 

Grand Lecturer of Wisconsin — An Admirable Appointment. 
— The Grand Master of Wisconsin, with his usual discretion, has made 
selection of Bro. M. L. Young, now Master of a Lodge in Milwaukee, 
as Grand Lecturer of the State. Bro. Young was made a Mason in 
Michigan, and, if we are not mistaken, was instructed in the work and 
lectures by P. G. Master Peck. Bro. Y. has the correct Barney work, 
is active and zealous, and in every way qualified for the position which 
he occupies. We have received the most satisfactory account of the 
result of his labors. 


O'p* We learn from the Branch County Republican that an inter 
esting ceremony took place at the Masonic Lodge Room at Coldwater, 
on Tuesday evening, September 8th. A beautiful silver mounted cane 
was presented by the members of Tyre Lodge No. 18, to their worthy 
Brother, Rev. H. Morgan, pastor of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
in this village. The cane is a beautiful piece of workmanship, and 
bears the following inscription : “ Rev. H. Morgan, Token of Friend- 
ship from Masonic Brethren, Tyre Lodge No. 18, Coldwater, Michi- 
gan. Relic of the First Methodist Episcopal Church, being the first 
Protestant Church in Michigan, built in 1818.” 

The presentation was made in behalf of the Lodge by C. B. Fisk, 
Esq., in a neat and appropriate speech, to which Bro. Morgan replied 
in a pathetic speech. 

Qjp- Cleveland Lodge, in Chicago, is about to move into a new 
Hall. 


MARRIED, 

At Pawtucket, Mass., Bro. Edward Le Favour, of Detroit, and Miss 
Mary D. Read, of Pawtucket. 

On the 23d inst., at the residence of the bride’s father, by the Rev. 
T. 8. Webb, Bro. G. H. Alward, of South Bend, Ind., and Miss 
Martha L., eldest daughter of James S. Hodgkinson, Esq., of Niles, 
Michigan. 
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New Post Office, — We have received a letter from that true 
Mason, E. A. Brown, informing us of a new post office, which has 
just been established at Berrien Centre, Michigan, Bro. Zena F. 
Wright, Post Master. The Craft in that locality are doing well. 

Barney, and not Barrt. — In our editorial correspondence, bran 
almost inexcusable inadvertence on the part of the proof reader, Bro. 
Barney' 8 name was transformed' into ; Barry. The mistake was so 
obvious that every intelligent Mason would at once detect it 

Statistics. — We would call attention to the statistics furnished us 
of the Oriental Star Lodge in Maine, which appear in this number. 
They are concise and instructive, and such as' we would like to receive 
from every Lodge in the North-West Brothers, forward us some 
statistics of your Lodge. 


We would call attention to the interesting articles on Architec- 
ture, which we are now publishing. They are written by a Brother 
familiar with the subject, and are quite instructive. 


IE?"- We are again gratified by the expression of a favorable opinion 
of our work, by Bro. Leon Hyveman, in his Masonic Periodical, The 
Mirror and Keystone, We can only say, as we have intimated before, 
that when the The Ashlar shall have gained the success which 
has crowned Bro. H.’s labors, we shall be satisfied. The following 
is taken from the number of the Mirror and Keystone issued on the 
14th of last month : 

The .Ashlar. — There are decided signs of prosperity in “ The Ashlar/’ 
which we are much pleased to see. The first and second numbers of the pre- 
sent (third) volume, contain most excellent engravings of distinguished Breth- 
ren, and honest, manly faces they have. The engraving in the first number is 
a likeness of M. E. Companion Michael Shoemaker, P. O. H. P., of Michigan ; 
and in the second number, of the present Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 
Illinois, M. W. James H. Hibbard. M The Ashlar” is a most excellent 
publication, and Brother Weston ought to have a circulation for his magazine 
sufficiently remunerative to pay him for his enterprise and labor. 
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Send us Monet. — This may be rather a hard request to comply 
with just now, yet we mean what we say. Those subscribers who have 
not paid — and more especially those who promised to pay by the 
meeting of the Grand Lodge, and did not do so— should forward the 
amount of their subscription by mail, or hand it in to our agent. The 
financial crisis affects our work as it does other business ; it lessens our 
patronage and causes much difficulty in collecting. Therefore, Breth- 
ren who owe us, we ask you to pay, as we need the money to meet 
current expenses. 

KF* Subscribers who do not receive their numbers regularly and 
punctually, should inform us of the fact. We would thank our Chi- 
cago patrons to make known any irregularity. 


Sir Knioht John Gilbert. — We see that Sir Knight John Gil- 
bert, Grand Commander of the Grand Encampment of Michigan, has 
removed to Chicago, and is engaged in a general commission business. 
He is the brightest Sir Knight in the jurisdiction of Michigan, and a 
more appropriate person could not have been found for the office which 
he holds in the illustrious Order. In his new sphere, we wish him 
success. 


Grand R. A. Chapter of North Carolina. — This body has sev- 
ered its connection with the General Grand Chapter of the United 
States, and will henceforth conduct its affairs without reference to that 
organization. 


Past Grand Master Herrick, who has for some months been 
seriously sick, is, we are happy to state, regaining his strength. He is 
now in New England. 


KF* A Grand Encampment of K. T.’s will be formed in Illinois in 
a few weeks. 


0^ Notwithstanding the “hard times,” the Grand Bodies of Illi- 
nois were fully attended. 


An old and venerable Mason, Bro. John Miller, died on the first 
of June last, at Warren, Maine. He was seventy-five years of age, 
and but a year or two since Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 
Maine. 

Bro. Geo. W. Marsh, P. G.M. of Rhode Island, died suddenly 
about the 10th of July last, in a fit of apoplexy. His remains were 
buried with Masonic honors. 
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THE MISEB. 

[J&eUtt**.] 

Arm going through the various chambers of the castle, [in Crus- 
tin, Prussia,] my friend the physician led me to bis own house, situated 
without the principal gate, and forming one of a straggling row of 
mansions of transparent whiteness, and surrounded by pleasant shrub- 
beries. He insisted upon my staying to dine with him, which I the 
more readily agreed to do, since I discovered in him a tinge of that 
intellectual melancholy which is so frequent in Germany, but which 
often breaks out in a brilliant burst of the imagination, the more de- 
lightful since it is so unexpected. His tone of voice, his manners, 
were those of a man of deep feeling and of great sensibility. After 
we had partaken of dinner, and whilst we sat enjoying the evening 
breeze in an arbor of honeysuckle, where we were served with coffee, 
he said to me : “I regret my wife is not at home ; I should have 
wished to have introduced you to her. She is a native of France, and 
our first acquaintance sprang from a strange circumstance. You may 
think it odd, that a young Parisian beauty should have followed me so 
far and to so secluded a habitation. It is a thing to wonder at ! ” con- 
tinued he, musing. 

Having my curiosity excited by these remarks, I entreated him to 
relate the event he alluded to, and after some delay, seeming to spring 
into animation, he thus proceeded : — In my youth, I studied medicine 
at Paris for some years, and as my finances were low, I led a veiy 
secluded life. The only friend I had in that modem Babylon was a 
personage of whom it will be difficult for you to form an idea : he was 
a money-lender. Can you picture such a character to yourself? He 
was of a complexion pale and leaden, or, if it may be allowed me to 
say so, of a saffron silver. His hair was straight, and of an ashy 
gray ; his countenance as indefinable as that of a diplomatist ; his 
features seemed as if cut in bronze. His eye, yellow as the ferret’s, 
had no lashes ; his nose was peaked, and his lips contracted. He was 
a man who spoke low in a small voice, and allowed of no excitement. 
He assisted his sunken eyes with a pair of old green spectacles. His 
dress black ; his age a mystery. The apartment of this strange 
being was chilly and disconsolate. In winter, I never saw his grate 
filled ; the fire emitted smoke, but no flame, since it was smothered 
beneath a load of cinders. 

This man moved through life as noiseless and silent as the sand of 
an ancient horologe. His actions were all regular ; his hour of rising 
was not more fixed than that at which his fit of coughing came on. 
After the fashion of Fontenelle, he sought to economize the vital action, 
and concentrate all feelings and sentiments in self. Sometimes his 
victims protested and exclaimed against him ; but he was unprovoked, 
and beheld such excitement in calm indifference. 

Up till seven o’clock in the evening he was grave, but toward eight, 
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the man of bills was changed into an ordinary being : it was the mys- 
tery of the transmutation of metals exemplified in the human heart. 
It was then he rubbed his hands, and indulged in a species of gaiety, 
extending even to a thin and withering smile ; hut in his greatest joy, 
his conversation seldom mounted above the monosyllabic. Such was 
the neighbor whom chance afforded me in the Rue des Gres. It was 
a dreary and damp house, which, having no court, was supplied with 
light only from the narrow street. The division of the building into 
chambers of an equal size, with a single opening leading into a long 
corridor, where the sun never penetrated, showed sufficiently that it 
had formerly been part of a convent The appearance was sad and 
gloomy enough to chill the heart of an aspirant for discounts, even 
before he entered the apartment of the usurer himself. There he sat, 
dark and inexorable. The only beingwith whom he held any inter- 
course, socially speaking, was myself. He came to seek fire from me ; 
he borrowed a book, a newspaper ; and in return for these small cour- 
tesies, in the evening, I was the only one whom he permitted to enter 
his place of abode, and to whom he talked of his own accord : these 
proofs of confidence were the result of a five years* neighborhood. 
Had he relations, friends ? I knew not I have never seen him with 
a penny. All his money was in the cellars of the bank. He carried 
none upon his person. In the morning, he prepared his own coffee, in 
an old utensil which never stirred from the corner of his chimney. His 
dinner was brought him from an eating-house. An old woman ascend- 
ed at an hour fixed to arrange his apartment In fine, the name of 
this individual was Gosbeck. 


One evening I entered the chamber of this man, whose being was 
gold. I found him seated in his chair, motionless as a statue, his eyes 
fixed upon the chimney-piece, where he seemed to read the rates of 
discount A small smoky lamp, the body of which had once been 
green, cast a glare upon his deathlike face. He raised his eyes as I 
advanced, but he said nothing ; my chair was placed near him, pre- 
pared for me, for I was expected. 14 Does this being think,** said I to 
myself. 44 Does he know if there be a God? Has he feelings, hope? 
Can he taste happiness ? Is he dead to sentiment, to passion ? ** I 
pitied him as I would a person in illness, though I was perfectly aware 
he had millions at the bank, and that his imagination grasped the pos- 
session of the wealth of worlds. 


44 Good evening, Father Gosbeck,’* said I to him. He turned his 
head toward me, and his shaggy eyebrows were slightly moved. This 
characteristic motion was equal to the gayest smile of a son of the gay 
south. I continued : 44 You are as gloomy as the day when the failure 
of the great publisher was announced to you. Have you sustained 
some losses to-day ?** This was the first time I had spoken to him of 
money-matters. 

He looked at me, and with a half-sneering, half-chuckling voice, 
said : 44 1 am amusing myself.” 

You amuse yourself, then, sometimes?” 
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He shrugged his shoulders, regarding me with a look of pity. “ Do 
you believe there are no poets but those who publish verses?” said he. 
44 Poetry in that head ! ” thought I. 44 There is no life more brilliant 
than mine,” continued' he. His eye grew animated. 44 Listen to me. 
By the recital of the events of the morning, you shall understand my 
pleasures.” He arose, and bolting the door, drew close a curtain of 
old tapestry, and returned to his seat. 

44 This morning,” resumed he, 44 1 had only two drafts to receive, for 
all the others had been given the evening before as cash to my bankers. 
I had received the first bill from a young man, handsome, and in the 
first ranks of fashion. He came here in a tilbury. The paper, signed 
by one of the most beautiful women in Paris, the wife of a rich land 
owner, had been obtained, I know not how or wherefore, although it 
was in all likelihood for a gambling debt, and was for the sum of a 
thousand francs. The other bill, for the same amount, was Jto be also 
paid by a female, for it was signed 4 Fanny Mai vert’ It had been 
passed to me by a linen draper. The countess resided in the Rue de 
Helder, and Fanny in the Rue Montmartre. If you could know the 
romantic conjectures which I formed in going out this morning ! What 

f ’ I felt in reflecting, that if these two fair dames were not in funds, 
should be received with more respect and attention than their own 
father ! How many things would not the countess do for a thousand 
francs ! She would assume an air of affection ; would address me in 

that sweet tone which she reserves for her most particular friends ; 

would actually supplicate me ; and I ” 

Here the old man knit his brows, and continued with a demoniac 
chuckle : 44 And I — I am the avenger ; I bring remorse. But let us 
. quit conjecture. I arrive. 4 The countess has not yet risen,* lisped a 
jmme-de-chambre. 4 When can she be seen ? ’ 4 At twelve.’ 4 The 

countess is ill? * 4 No sir, but she did not return before three from a 

ball.’ 4 My name is Gosbeck. Tell her my name. I shall be here at 
twelve.* I proceeded to the Rue Montmartre, to a house of modest 
appearance. I pushed open an old door, and saw one of those obscure 
courts where the sun never penetrates. I found the porter in his 
lodge. 4 Mademoiselle Fanny Malvert, is she at home ? * 4 She is 

gone out ; but if it be for a bill, the money is here.’ 4 1 will return,’ 
said I ; for the moment that I heard the sum was ready, I felt inclined 
to know the fair debtor. I passed the morning on the Boulevards, and 
as mid-day sounded, I was traversing the saloon which adjoined the 
chamber of the countess. 4 Madam has this moment rung her bell,’ 
said the femme-de-chambre ; 4 1 do not believe she can be seen yet.’ 
‘ I will wait and I seated myself upon an embroidered ottoman. In 
a few minutes the femme-de-chambre approached, and said : 4 Please to 
enter, sir.’ 

‘ By the polite tone in which she addressed to me these words, I was 
swe her mistress was not prepared, but what a beautiful woman I saw ! 
She had hastily thrown over her shoulders a Cashmere shawl. Her 
black hair escaped in dishevelled ringlets from beneath a beautiful cap, 
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perched capriciously, or at random, on her head. Upon a large bear 
skin, stretched at the feet of lions chiselled in the mahogany of the 
bed, lay two shoes of white satin, thrown there with all the carelessness 
which the lassitude of a ball produces. Upon a chair lay a rumpled 
dress, the sleeves of which trailed upon the floor. Stockings, which a 
zephyr might have worn, lay at the foot of a couch. Flowers, dia- 
monds, gloves, a bouquet of flowers, a sash, were thrown in confusion 
around. I felt a vague odor of perfumes. A rich fen, half spread 
out, was on the chimney-piece. The drawers of her wardrobe were 
open. All was luxury and disorder, beauty without harmony, richness 
and misery. The jaded figure of the countess suited well with a cham- 
ber covered with the wrecks of a fete. I viewed these scattered orna- 
ments with scorn ; the night before they had, on the person of the 
countess, drawn homage and admiration. Here was the life of dissipa- 
tion, of luxury, of disquiet ; the idle efforts to seize phantom pleasures ! 
A slight blush upon her cheeks attested the fineness of the skin of the 
countess, yet the brown circle beneath her eyes was more distinctly 
marked than usual. But nature had sufficient energy to prevent these 
marks of exhaustion trenching much upon her appearance, and her 
eyes had not yet lost their brilliancy. 

44 4 Sir,’ said she, presenting me a chair, 4 pray have the goodness to 
wait a little.’ 4 Until to-morrow at noon, madam,’ answered I, folding 
up the bill which I had shown to her ; 4 1 have no right to protest 
before that hour.’ But I said within myself: 4 Pay for thy luxury, 
pay for thy folly, pay for the monopoly which thou enjoyest. There 
are tribunals, judges and scaffolds for wretches without dread of conse- 
quences. But for you, who sleep on silk and tread on satin, there is 
remorse, and the anguish which tears the heart ! ’ 4 A protest ! What 

are you thinking off’ exclaimed she. 4 You would not surely have 
so little regard for me ? ’ 4 If the king owed me money, madam, and 

did not pay me, I would not delay — no, not an instant.* 

44 At this moment, a gentle rap was heard at the door of the cham- 
ber. 4 1 am not here ! ’ exclaimed the young countess in an imperious 
tone. 4 Louisa, I wish much to see you,’ answered the voice. 4 Not 
at this moment, my dear,’ answered she, in a tone less severe, but far 
from sweet. 4 You joke, for you are speaking to some one.’ So say- 
ing, a gentleman, who could be none other than the count, the husband 
of the lady, entered the room. The countess looked at me. I under- 
stood her ; she was become my slave. 4 What is vour business ? ’ said 
the count, addressing me. I saw the wife tremble. The pure white- 
ness of her neck grew freckled. I — I laughed without moving a 
muscle. 4 Oh, he is one of my tradesmen,’ said she. The count 
turned his back, but did not retire, and I drew the bill half out of my 
pocket At this inexorable movement, she came to me and presented 
a diamond. 4 Take it,’ said she, 4 and leave us.’ 

44 We exchanged the two securities ; I retired. The diamond was 
worth twelve hundred francs. I observed in the court two sumptuous 
equipages, valets brushing their liveries, and others cleaning boots. 
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' There/ said I to myself, 1 that ’s what brings these people to me !* 
Bat precisely at this moment the great gate was thrown open, and gave 
entrance to the elegant tilbury of the young man who bad passed me 
the bill of exchange. 1 Sir/ said I, as he descended, ‘here are two 
hundred francs, which I beg the favor of your restoring to the countess ; 
and you will also inform her, that I shall bold at her disposal, for eight 
days, the pledge which she placed with me this morning.’ He took 
the two hundred francs, with a smile of irony, as if he would have 
said : 4 Ah, ha ! — she has paid it ! — so much the better.’ 

“I now proceeded to the Rue Montmartre, to the house of Fanny 
Malvert. I ascended a small rude staircase, and on the fourth floor I 
was introduced into an apartment where everything was simple and 
clean. I did not perceive the least trace of dust upon the unpretend- 
ing furniture. Fanny was a young Parisian girl, of elegant and fresh 
appearance, a bewitching air, with her hair collected in two bows upon 
her temples, which gave an arch expression to her blue eyes, pure as 
crystal. She was dressed with great simplicity. The sun, passing 
through the blinds, cast a gentle light upon her beautiful features. 
Pieces of linen around her announced to me her habitual occupation. 
She offered to me the image of laborious solitude. When I presented 
her with the bill of exchange, I said that I had not succeeded in finding 
her at home in the morning, and that it appeared she went early out. 

1 Oh, I am very seldom from home/ said she ; ‘ but when one works 
all night, it is necessary sometimes to take a bath.’ I scrutinized her, 
and in a moment comprehended her history. She was the daughter of 
a family formerly rich, whom misfortune had condemned to labor. I 
cannot describe the air of virtue and modesty joined to a native noble- 
ness, which I remarked in her. All around her was in unison with 
her manners. It appeared to me that I was in an atmosphere of sin- 
cerity and candor. I breathed at my ease. I perceived a simple bed 
of painted wood, with a crucifix on top of it. I was touched. 1 frit 
disposed to leave her not only the money which was due to me, but 
also the diamond of the countess ; but I thought that such a present 
might be fatal to her, and upon further reflection retained both, 
especially as the diamond would readily sell for fifteen hundred francs 
to an actress or to a newly-married lady. And then, thought I, she 
has perhaps some admirer who would make a breastpin of my diamond, 
and would soon devour the thousand francs. As you entered this 
evening, I was thinking what an excellent wife this Fanny Malvert 
would make. I shall not easily forget the impression made upon me 
by the comparison between her pure and solitary life, and the career of 
the countess, who has already made a plunge toward vice. 

“ Well,” he resumed, after a pause of profound silence, during 
which I sat in mute astonishment, “ do you think it nothing thus to 
penetrate into the most secret workings of the human heart, to lay 
bare the life of others, to have all opened to you ? I have perpetually 
varying scenes ; I look upon hideous misery, upon cankering cares, 
upon woes that are solaced in the waters of the Seine, upon the follies 
of youth which lead to crime. I behold the scenes of suffering virtue, 
and I hear the laugh of despair. Yesterday, a tragedy : a father who 
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destroyed himself because ho could no longer support his family — in 
extravagance ; to-morrow, a comody : a youth, inured to sumptous- 
ness, sups his barley-broth in an alms-house. The eloquence of Mira- 
beau has been lauded ; I have often heard him ; he never moved me. 
But often a young, unsophisticated girl, an old merchant on the eve of 
bankruptcy, a mother who would conceal the faults of a favorite son, a 
beggar without bread, a noble without honor, have made me feel the 
power of words ! Sublime actors ! but they have never deceived me. 
rleasure ! where have I a want ? I possess everything. We who 
have the key of wealth are lords of all. Those who sneer at avarice, 
and pretend to describe its folly, do not comprehend us. It is not the 
mere coin which we love, but the power which it confers. We can 
move the passions of a world. We buy ministers and consciences, and 
therein lies our power. Kings reign only by our permission. Their 
ambition and their folly make them our slaves. We are, in short, the 
unseen monarchs of life ; for money is life. Here,” continued be, 
showing me his cold and naked room — “ here, the most passionate 
lover, who takes fire at a word, and draws his sword for a look, pays 
with clasped hands ; here, beseeches the proudest merchant ; here, the 
most vain and beautiful of women entreat ; here, the proud and fiery 
soldier humbles himself ; here, stand the artist and the author whose 
names are promised to posterity, but whose bodies in the meantime are 
craving for food ! Do you now believe that there is no enjoyment 
beneath the mask, the inflexibility of which has so often surprised 
you?” said he, stretching toward me a visage wherein a love of 
money — nought but money — was the only expression. 

I returned to my own room stupefied. This cold-blooded old man 
had become a new being. I viewed him as a fantastic image : I saw 
in him the monster Gold personified ! Life, mankind, horrified me ! 
“ Thus everything is resolved into money ! ” said I to myself. It was 
long before I could sleep. I saw heaps of gold around me. The 
figure of the beautiful countess haunted me, and I confess with shame 
that she eclipsed entirely the sweet and charming creature consigned to 
labor and obscurity. 

But the following morning, through the clouds of my reveries, the 
pure and homely Fanny appeared to me in all her beauty, and I 
thought of nothing but her. Gosbeck’s words haunted me : “ I was 
thinking what an excellent wife she would make.” It is needless for 
me to tell you how I sought and won her. But our fortunes were 
narrow, and my prospects held out little. I announced to Gosbeck 
my intended marriage. “ You are a prudent young man,” said be. 
“ Fanny Malvert is mv ward ; I have taken a deep interest in her fate, 
and her fortune shall be twenty thousand francs, to be paid on your 
marriage day.” It was thus that this singular being helped my for- 
tunes. Fanny is now my wife, and I have found in her a treasure. 
Gosbeck yet fives and corresponds with me. He announces to me in 
his last letter, that the countess has ruined her husband, wbr s < 
insolvent, and that the wretch who helped to plunder her has *onk into 
the misery and degradation which sooner or later attend a departure 
from virtue and honorable principle. 
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DIALOGUE — JOINING THE MASONS.. 

Sfi Bro. Bob. JKorris. 

Scene. The Gam Spring at Tockntj. Time. Toward the doting hoar of Election. 

Dramatis Persona. Outer Bawcbott, W. M. of Arnold Lodge No. 18, end Thos. T. Har- 
nco, a weker for Meeonk knowledge, e merchant prince in hone-flesh. 

Costume. Am you please. 

Stage Directions. Bancroft leant on hit left leg, and whittles a piece of hickory : Harrioo 
leant on hit right, and whittles a piece of white-oak. Both chew largely, and spit accord- 
ingiy. 


Harrico. (Meeting Bancroft, who has just been taking a drink of water, 
shakes his hand warmly.) Ah, I say, Squire, if you've no particular business 
at the polls for a few minutes) I wish you 'd let me say a word or two to you. 

Bancroft. Certainly, Tommy ; always glad to talk with you. Got nothing 
to hinder me. (Picks np a hickory stick, and draws out his knife.) What 
is it? 

Harrico. (Picks up a white-oak chip, and draws out his knife.) Why, the 
fact is, Sqnire, I hare been thinking right smart about jining the Masons, and 
as I know you 're President of the Lodge down here at Arnold's, I thought 
may be you mought tell me what you think about it. (Silence on both sides 
for four minutes.) You see, Squire, I hope there aint no harm in axing you 
the question ? 

Bancroft . No harm, Tommy, oh no. But what put this into your head 1 
When did you first think of taking this step ? 

Harrico. Well, I don't exactly remember when I first thought of it ; for I 
always liked Masontry ; always believed 't was a good thing, if only good men, 
you see, got into it. But your funeral t' other day was what set mo on to axing 
you particular about the matter. I was at Barney's funeral, you know, ana 
liked what I seen and hearn, so that I made up my mind to jine you. What *e 
the expense of it ? (Bancroft looks at him with an amazed visage.) What 
will you ax for making me a Mason ? (Pulls out his pocket book.) 

Bancroft. Why, Tommy — the fact is — a — that isn't exactly the way to get 
at the thing. That — a — the fact is — you see there 's a good deal to be consid- 
ered first. We have to he a little particular in our movements,"Tommy \ we 
can’t undertake to answer questions quite so fast as that. (Cuts his hickory in 
two, convulsively.) 

Harrico. Oh, you think, may be, 1 wont do for a Mason ! Is that the way 
of it, Squire ? If it is, out with it ; I can stand it, you know. 

Bancroft. Well, Tommy, I couldn't pretend to answer that question. W# 
have a way of settling that matter privately in the Lodge. But, if you want 
ms to, I will write your petition and you can sign it, and send it in. 

Harrico. I wish you would, Squire. 

[Bancroft pulls out a pocket inkstand and pen, and writes : “ To the W. M., 
Wardens and Brethren of Arnold Lodge No. 18, A. Y. Masons : The under- 
signed, having long entertained a favorable opinion of your ancient and honor- 
sWe Institution, is desirous of becoming a member thereof, if found worthy. 
He pledges himself, if accepted, to a faithful adherence to all the ancient re- 
quirements of Masonry. His age is twenty-three years. His profession, a 
Horse Merchant."] 

Bancroft. That is not exactly in formal shape by the book, but expresses 
the general sense. Are you willing to sign it ? 

Harrico. Yes, Squire, if you say the Masons all Ait? to sign it before they 
jine. (He puts his name in nieroglyphical characters to the bottom.) Now, I 
t'pose it's all right ; when shall I come to the Lodge for my degrees, Squire ? 

Bancroft. Why — a — the fact is, the thing isn't quite fixed yet. You must 
deposit four dollars with your petition, or it wont be acted on, (A solemn 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



140 


THE ASHLAR. 


silence. Horror on the countenance of Harrico ; perplexity on that of the 
Worshipful Master.) That's onr invariable rule, Tommy. 

Harrico. If — that 's — the— case — I — s’pose — I — must— do — like — die — rest 
of — you. {Draws out his pocket-book slowly.) Here's the money, then, 
Squire. I nope though, you *11 all let me off as cheap as you can. I 've got 
two or three neighbors that will jine the minute I advise them to. There '• 
Turner, and Womack, and Flewgins, and 

Bancroft. There 's another thing. Tommy, to be done. You must get two 
members of the Lodge to recommend your petition. When you 've done that, 
bring it back to me with the money, and I will put it into the Secretary's hands 
at once. 

Harrico. What sort of a recommend are yon talking about, Squire! 
have n’t yon all known me since I was a boy ! what do you want a recommend 
for! 

Bancroft. It 's our rule. Two men must certify that they believe you a fit 
subject for Masonic honors ; that they know vou well, and that what they know 
of you is good. In other words. Tommy, they must recommend you as good 
material. (Silence a few minutes.) You do n’t seem to understand me. Two 
men must be found, I say, who are willing to be in some measure responsible 
for you — that is, that you will not break our regulations ; and they will judge 
of this by the fact, whether you are already in the habit of keeping the moral 
precepts of Masonry. In fact, we judge the tree by its fruits, Tommy. 

Harrico. And suppose I can’t find two such men ? 

Bancroft. Then (tartly) your petition can't be brought before the Lodge— 
that's all. 

Harrico. Well, if you will put your name at the bottom of it, I think I can 
get Ben. Easy to go in for another. He is at the polls now. 

Bancroft. No. It is contrary to our rules for the Master of the Lodge to 
recommend any one ; therefore, I am bound to refuse you. But, indeed, I 
should refuse you any how until you take some pains to learn more about the 
principles of Masonry, and the character of the engagements into which you 
wish to enter. You see, do n't you, Tommy t 

Harrico. Why, do n't you think I should suit for Masontry ! What 's the 
fraction, Squire ? 

Bancroft. I told you before, that that question would be answered in a wiy 
peculiar to Masonry itself. What I had allusion to, was the ouestion, quite ** 
important to you and, perhaps, more so, whether Masonry will suit you. Haro 
you satisfied yourself on that subject ? If not, you would do a very foolish 
thing to become a Mason, because, if it should not happen to be agreeable to 
your tastes, you could not withdraw from it. Once a Mason, always a Mason, 
is our rule. You perceive then, Tommy, why I so seriously advise you to act 
prudently in this matter while you have time. 

Harrico. For the life of me, I can't see anything in Masontry that shosld 
keep me from jining, unless it 's the expense. 

Bancroft. I will try to enlighten vou. If you have ever been in the habit 
of swearing, you must never do it after you are made a Mason, or you will be 
expelled. (Harrico opens his mouth with astonishment.) If you ever indulge 
in liquor so as to be overcome, you will bo expelled. (Gapes wider.) If yon 
ever engage in a fight or serious quarrel, you will be expelled. (Still wider.) 
If you ever take an unlawful advantage in trade, you will be 

Harrico. (Interrupts.) But — I say — hold on a bit, Squire ; you do n't expel 
a man for every little thing like this. I know you do n't. 

Bancroft. Ir we do n't, it is only for mercy r s sake, for charity's sake, and te 
give him time and opportunity to repent and reform, that we spare him. He 
is only allowed to remain with us on sufferance. He is liable to be expelled ; 
and we take care to let him know that for a second offence and a third, his case 
will be hopeless. (Silence.) Now you see, Tommy, Masonry may not suit you. 
You may love independence too well to bear our shackles patiently. I hare 
long thought there were more Masons whom Masonry did not suit than those 
who did not suit Masonry. It *s folly for a man to put on shackles lhat he feels 
confident he cannot endnre. 
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No, Tommy, there are societies enough in the country that yon can jme, as 
you call it, and leave them whenever you get tired of them, Better try one of 
thorn awhile, if you are determined to join something ! No man ever joins the 
Masons ; if he comes in at all, it is by the Masons joining him to themselves. 

[At this moment, a call is made at the polls tor “ Squire Bancroft,” who 
leaves Mr. Harrico looking very disconsolately at his petition. Presently, he 
crnmples it and thrusts it into his pocket, and walks in an opposite direction. 
As it never reached Arnold Lodge No. 18, we can safely affirm that Mr. Har> 
rico never jined the Masons.] 


The following is related by a French writer : u Milton, when a student 
at Cambridge, was extremely handsome. One day in the summer, overcome 
with heat, and fatigued with walking, he laid himself down at the foot of a 
tree, and slept. During his sleep, two ladies passed by in a carriage. The 
beauty of the young student attracted their attention ; they got out of their 
carriage, and after having contemplated his beauty some time, without his wak- 
ing, the youngest lady who was very handsome, took a pencil from her pocket, 
and wrote some lines on a piece of paper, and tremblingly put them into his 
hand. The two ladies returned to their carriage, and passed on. Milton's 
fellow students, who were seeking for him, observed this silent scene at a dis- 
tance, without knowing it to be him who was sleeping ; on their approaching, 
and knowing their associate, they waked him, and told him what had passed. 
He opened the paper which was in his hand, and read to his great astonishment 
these lines from Guarini : 

Occhi, sUlle mortal!, 

Mlniatri de mici mall ! 

Be chiusi m’ uceedlte, 

Apperti che sure to ? 

Which may be translated thus — “ Beautiful eyes, mortal stars, authors of my 
misfortunes 1 If ye wound me being closed, what would ye do if open 1 " 

This strange adventure awakened Milton's sensibility ; and from that mo- 
ment, full with the desire of finding the unknown fair, he some years after 
travelled through Italy. His ideas of her (says our French author) worked 
incessantly in the imagination of this wonderful poet, and to that, in part, is 
England indebted for the poem of Paradise Lost.” 


Waste of Time. — How few of us realize the time expended in useless 
amusements, frivolous pursuits or the indulgence of tastes, which do not ad- 
vance our real happiness. In illustration of this, we give the following calcu- 
lation of Lord Chesterfield : “ Every professed, inveterate and incurable snuff- 
taker, at a moderate computation, takes one pinch in ten minutes. Every 
pinch, with the agreeable ceremony of blowing and wiping the nose, and other 
incidental circumstances, consumes a minute and a half. One minute and a 
half oat of every ten, allowing sixteen hoars to a snuff-taking day, amounts to 
two hours and twenty-four minutes out of every natural day, and one day out 
of every ten. One day out of every ten amounts to thirty-six days and a half 
in a year. Hence, if we suppose the practice to be persisted in for forty years, 
two entire years of a snuff-taker’s life will be dedicated to tickling his nose, 
«nd two more to blowing it ! If the expenses of snuff, snuff boxes and hand- 
kerchiefs were considered, it would be found that this luxury encroaches as 
ouch on the income of the snuff-taker as it does on his time.” 


Among the addresses presented on the accession of James I, was one 
from the town of Shrewsbury, wishing his maicsty might reign as long as the 
sun, moon and stars endured. “ Faith man, said the king to the man who 
presented it, “ if I do, my son must reign by candle light.” 
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Unthought of Fbailties cheat us in the Wise. — It is even so— for 
who ooald suppose that the following picture came, not from the pencil of ba 
lignity, bat of troth ? Who coaid imagine that Locke was fond of romances « 
— that Newton gare implicit credit to the dreams of judicial astrology ? — that 
Dr. Clarke valued himself much more, on his agility, than on his science ! — 
and that Pope was such an epicure, that when on a visit to Lord Bolingbroke, 
it was his custom to lie whole days in bed, unless when his servant informed 
him there was stewed lamprey for dinner yet all these things were so. 

This picture of human frailty may be extended, as the portraits are numer- 
ous. Queen Elizabeth was a coquette. The duke of Marlborough chid his 
servant for lighting four candles in his tent, at a time when he had an important 
conference with Prince Eugene. Lather was so immoderately passionate that 
he sometimes boxed Melancthon’s ears, and Melancthon himselr was a believer 
in dreams. Cardinals Richelieu and Mazarine were so superstitious as to em- 
ploy and pension Morin, a pretender to astrology, who calculated their nativi- 
ties. Tacitus, who appears in general superior to superstition, was grossly 
infected by it in particular instances. Dryden was also a believer in astrology, 
and Hobbes firmly believed the existence of goblins and spirits. 


Dr. Goldsmith used to say that he could play on the German flute as 
well as most men ; at other times as well as any man living ; but, in truth, he 
understood not the character in which music is written, and played on that 
instrument, as many of the vulgar do, merely by ear. Roubiliac, the sculptor, 
a merry fellow, once heard him play ; and minding to put a trick on him, pre- 
tended to be charmed with his performance ; as, also, that himself was skilled 
in the art, and entreated him to repeat the air, that he might write it down. 
Goldsmith readily consenting, Roubiliac called for paper, and scored thereon 
a few five lined staves, which having done, Goldsmith proceeded to play, and 
Roubiliac to write ; but his writing was only such random notes on the lines 
and spaces, as any one might set down who had never inspected a page of 
music. When they had both done, Roubiliac showed the paper to Goldsmith, 
who looking over it with seeming great attention, said it was very correct, and 
that if he had not seen him do it, he never would have believed his friend capa- 
ble of writing music after him. ' 


Mr. Mackenzie, who has sometimes been called the Scots Addison, was 
by profession an attorney. He was once in company with Sir William How, 
in the highlands of Scotland. After dinner, the conversation happened to turn 
upon poison; the various effects of different species were mentioned, and, 
among others, those of ratsbane and laurel water. “ We say in England,” said 
the General, to Mr. Mackenzie, ‘‘that ratsbane will not kill a lawyer.” “And 
we say in Scotland,” replied the wit, “that some generals arc in no danger 
from laurel.” 


The Duke of Newcastle had great bustle and appearance of business in 
his manner — always in a hurry, and generally indiscreet, though quick in his 
conversation. It was this manner that induced the late Dowager Lady Town- 
send to say to him, that he . always put her in mind of a man that lost two boon 
in the morning, and was looking for them the rest of the day. 


K7~A curious fellow was that sexton of a parish church, in Shropshire, 
(Eng.) who established the following apportionment: He insisted on a poor 
roan, who had lost his leg by amputation, paying sixteen pence for burying it. 
The pauper appealed to the director, who aaid he could not relieve him in the 
present case, but he would consider it in his fees when the remainder of his body 
came to be buried. 


“ Never do that in prosperity whereof you may repent in adversity.” 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



A. L. 6868. 


1868, A. D. 


ASHLAR REGISTER, 


DESIGNED FOR THE USE OF LODGES. 


SHOWING THE DATE OF THE FULL MOON O IN EACH MONTH, 


JANUARY. 

| MAT. | 

| SEPTEMBER. 

a. | M. I T. I W.| T. I F. I S. 

| 8. | M. | T. 

| W.| T. 

IF. 

8. 

] 8. | M. | T. | W.| T. | 

IF. 

|8. 






1 

21 







1 

| 



1 

2 

3 

4 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 7 

8 

9j 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

'5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

10 

11 

12 

13 

'14 

15 

16 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

12 

13 

14 

15 16 

17 

18 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23! 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

19 

20 

21 

p 

23 

24 

25 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

o 

30 

23 

24 

25 

26 

o 

28 

29 

26 

27 

28 


30 

. , 

, , 

31 







30 

31 









|29 























FEBRUARY. 

JUNE. 

OCTOBER. 

8. t M. | T. 

1 W.l T. 1 

IF. 

|8.| 

|S. |M.| 

T. | 

1 W.| T. I 

1 F. | 

1 8. 

| 8. | M. | 

| T. | W.| T. | 

IF.l 

1 s. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6i 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 





1. . 

1 

2 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12* 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

10 

ii 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

o 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

o 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

o 

23 

28 







27 

28 

29 

30 




24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

i 

' ‘l 


1 

i i 

1 








31 











1 

* 


MARCH. | 

JULY. 

NOVEMBER. 

8. | M. 1 T. | W.| T. | 

F. j 

1 s. 

|S. |M.|T.| W.|T.| 

IF. | 

|S. 

8. 

| M. | T. 1 W.| T. | F. 

1 s. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 





1 

2 

3 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

7 

8 i 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

O 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

o 

30 

31 




o 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

28 

29 

30 









* * 








i 







APRIL 


AUGUST. 



DECEMBER. 

8. |M. | T. | W.| 

1 T. | F. 

is. 

8.|M.| 

|T.' 

| W.| T. | F. 

8. 

| 8. |M. | T. | W. | T. | F. 

is. 





1 

2! 

3 

1 

21 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 




1 

2 

3 

4 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

8 

9 

10 

ii 

12 

13 

14 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

ii 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

22 

23 

O 

25 

26 

27 

28 

19 

o 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

25 

26 

O 

28 

29 

30 

. . 

29 

30 

31 

. • 

. . 

• • 


26 

27, 

28 

29 

30 

31 



Digitized by 


Google 


MASflDNI© & ADM) VMMims (DAlRlPIBm. 


NALL, DUNCKLEE A CO. 

Wholesale and Retail DtaUrs in 

Carpets and Moose Famishing Goods, 

Would call the attention of Lodges to their stock of EMBLEMATICAL CARPETS made ex- 
pressly fbr Lodges. These Carpets are furnished either in tiro or three-ply qualities, at Nam 
York Prices. Orders promptly attended to. 

74 Weedfvard Avuuuc, Detroit, Mlehlgta. 


S. GRIGGS Sc CO. 

MmSt tortn h Dealer* at Wholesale A Retail in 

SOFAS, CHAIRS, BEDSTEADS, BUREAUS, 

Book- Cases, Wardrobes, Tables , 
Painted Chamber Seta, Marble and Rosewood 
Ware, aud a large assortment of Hair, Husk, 
Cotton and Spring Mattresses. Also, Hair 
Cloths, Spring Twine, Webbing, Pure Curled 
Hair, Willow Ware and Looking Glasses, 

At Nos. 165 If 163 Jefferson Avenue, Third 
Door from Woodwatd, 
Detroit, - Mich. t«dJ 


STARING A KAISER, 

(ftuccasaoaa or m. r. kincman a co.) 
Wholksalb and Retail Dialxas ur 

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC FANCY GOODS, 

Clocks, Watches, Gold Jewelry, 
Combs, Brushes, Pins. Needles, Hooks and 
Eyes, Buttons, Thread, Silk, Twist, Guns, 
Pistols. Cutlery, Aocordeons, Violins, and a 
general assortment of Yankee Notions, 

Wo. 14T Jeffterson Avenue, 
Detroit , Mich. 

J. B. STAKING. rSn* A. KAISKE. 


MICHIGAN WIRE WORKS, 

Opposite the Russell House , Woodward Ave- 
nue, Detroit. 

SAMUEL ADAMS, 

MANUfACTURXE OF 

PLAIN k ORNAMENTAL WIRE WORK, 

Brass and Iron Wire Cloth, up to No. 70 
Mesh, Screens for Flouring and Fan Mills, 
Sand and Coal Screens, Window Guards, 
Wood and Tin Bird Cages, Fire Fenders, Rid- 
dles, Selves and Safes, of all kinds. Lever 
Spring Kat Traps, Annealed and Bright Iron 
Wire, Wholesale and Retail. tsbs 


RUSSELL HOUSE. 

On the site of the “ National,” fronting Fort 
St. and the Campus Martius , Detroit. 

W. H. RUSSELL, Proprietor, 

Formei ly of the Capital itouae, Madison, M la. 

This elegant House possesses all the most 
attractive features of the best Eastern Hotels, 
iu point of home-like comforts and luxuries — 
being the largest in Michigan, admirably ven- 
tilated, heated with steam, every room lighted 
with gas, efficiently appointed, and liberally 
conducted throughout. It is furnished in the 
richest style of modern taste. rant 


RICHMONDS A BACKUS, 

BOOKSELLERS, 

StatiffMS anii § 00 fclmfotri, 

DXSNOTXXS’ BLOCK, 

Corner of Jefferson Avenue and Bates SC. 
nearly opposite State Bank, 

Lodges supplied with Records, Monitors, &«. 
Detroit, - - - Mich. « 

EDMUNDS, NORTH A OO. 

Dealer* in all kinds of Seaeooed 

$r$ss$d 

BIDING AND CEILING, 

Barn Boards, Shingle*, Lath, Ae. 

OFFICE, 237 ATWATER ST. 

Detroit, Mich. <M 


T. A J. HINOHMAN, 

WH0LK8ALB DKALKB8 Ef 

DRY GROCERIES, 

Drugs, Chemicals, 

Patent Medicines, Paints, Oils, Brushes, Win- 
dow Glass, Glass Ware, See., Ac. 

DETROIT. 


NEW YORK HOUSE OF REFRESHMENTS 

Griswold Street, 

Opposite Free Press Office , Dxrxorr. 

The above House has recently been tho- 
roughly renovated and now stands second lo 
none in the city. Visitors will find this s 
neat and comfortable place wherdn to pass 
away a leisure hour and listen to the band of 
music always in attendance. 

Imported Wines, Liquors and Cigars, Oys- 
ters, Ale and Lager Beer. 
vSnt A. LAND3BERG, Proprietor. 


W. Y. RUMNEY, 

(Successor to Cullen Brown,) 
n ahufactubxb or 

FINE HARNESS, 

SADDLES 6c TRUNKS 

Of every description. Wholesale dealer In 
Saddlory Hardware, Trimminge, he. 
oothic sroax, 203 jotibsor avx. 
Nearly opp. Biddle House, Detroit. rad 
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VOL III. CHICAGO AND DETROIT, DEC., 1857. NO. IV. 


THE G. G. CHAPTER AND STATE GRAND CHAPTERS. 
G. C. OF MICHIGAN — PENINSULAR CHAPTER 
No. 16 . 

HO. II. 


The creation of a General Grand Chapter of the United States 
presented, as we intimated in our last number, an anomaly previously 
unknown in Masonry. Prior to its formation, Grand Bodies (the 
source of power) and their subordinates (called into life, and main- 
tained, by charter or warrant ,) were the only organizations acting under 
the name and sanction of our Institution. Guided by this fact, the 
founders of the G. G. C. undoubtedly intended at first to bring into 
being a Grand Chapter with a jurisdiction extending over the New 
England States and New Vork, leaving the Companions in other 
States to pursue such a course as they deemed best. It was 
designed that all the Subordinate Chapters in the six Eastern States 
should receive their charters directly from the Grand Chapter, and 
should exist under them. In other words, when it was first proposed 
10 — vol. in. no. iv. 
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to form & Grand Chapter, and indeed at the time of the issuing of the 
circular* by the convention on the 24th of Oct., 1797, the design 
was to form a Grand Body which should be the source of power and 
give charters without the agency of any intermediate organization. 
This idea was given up before, or at, the meeting which brought into 
being the organization which is now called the General Grand Chapter. 
This is evident from the fact that the body created and called “ Grand 
Chapter ” made provision for the constitution of a Royal Arch Body 
in each of the six States, which body was to exist without charter or 
warrant ; to give charters for the formation of Subordinate Chapters 
in the State in which it was located, and “ have the sole government 
and superintendence of the several Royal Arch Chapters and Lodges 
of M. E., P. and M. M. Masons ” within its jurisdiction. It was 
natural that the original views of the framers of the G. G. C. should 
have been changed. Grand Lodges were organized in several States, and 
the question of State Sovereignty was much discussed. The country 
was growing, and high hopes were entertained of its future prosperity. 
Ere long, it was believed the number of inhabitants in New England 
and New York would be greatly enlarged, and that Royal Arcb 
Masons would increase in proportion. As Grand Lodges were 
sovereign bodies in their respective States, which existed in and of 
themselves, and possessed all Masonic power which they had not 
voluntarily delegated to another, so should Grand Chapters be in their 
respective jurisdictions. It can be readily perceived how these views 
would lead the members of the convention to desire the creation of 
State Grand Chapters after the pattern of State Grand Lodges. 

Unwilling to take the step of forming a Grand Chapter which 
should have exclusive and sole jurisdiction over the six States, aod 
prevent the constitution of a Grand Chapter in any of those States, 
the delegates at the convention in 1798, adopted an entirely original 
plan — a plan never before, we believe, heard of, or known, in 
Masonry. Certainly it was sanctioned by no Masonic authority of 
the past in this country or any other. An organization was effected, 
which was to issue charters or warrants to the requisite number of 
Companions in the six States, for the formation of Royal Arch Chap- 
ters ; those Chapters so constituted in any State, were, when they 
deemed it expedient, to form a State Grand Chapter, and the Chapters 
previously acting under the body first organized, were to receive char* 


• See page 100 of our last number. 
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ten from, and be under the control of, the State Grand Chapter. 
With this coarse of proceeding no fault can be (bond. It was 
adopted b y common consent, and was perhaps the best method at 
the time to produce uniformity of work, harmony of fooling, and give 
the sanction of legitimate authority to Royal Arch Chapters which 
should be subeequently formed. But it must be borne in mind that 
as die body first formed and called the G. G. 0. was established on 
an entirely original plan — as it gained no authority by Masonic 
usage — as it was an innovation — it derived no powers by implication, 
it had only those which were expressly delegated to it. In the first 
jdace it was created by , and t oas the creature of * the Subordinate 
Chapters. Those bodies existed after giving up their allegiance to the 
Masters of Lodges, as Lodges formerly existed, and each was inde- 
pendent of the other. All the authority was with them, and they 
could delegate it to any body which they might form ; and after thus 
delegating it, that act, having been sanctioned by the Royal Arch 
Masons generally for a period of yean, would derive a force and 
authority which could not be set at defiance without a violation of 
solemn obligations. The Chapters which formed the G. G. C., dele- 
gated to it their sovereignty only for a time, i. e. till State Grand 
Chapters should be formed. Then the sovereignty was to vest in 
them; and they were to oontrol and direct the G. G. Body which 
was to be thus created. Whatever power the G. G. C. would have 
after the organization of the State Chapters, it would possess by express 
grant from the State Grand Chapters ; it oould take no powers from 
them — not a jot or tittle of their sovereignty — by implication. Thus 
the State Grand Chapters would be the sovereign bodies — the 
source of power, from which the G. G. Chapter , and the Subordinate 
Chapter s under their jurisdiction , would derive all their authority . 
That this view was entertained at the early day to which we allude, 
there is strong evidence on the record . In 1799, the Grand Chapter 
of Massachusetts passed the following resolution : 

Retolved, That the doings of the (G.) Grand Chapter, at their meeting at 
Providence, be, and the same hereby is, ratified and confirmed. 

If the Grand Chapter of Massachusetts did not regard the State Grand 
bodies the source of power , and the G. G. C. as their creature, why 
did it confirm the proceedings of the latter body by resolution ? Does 
not the fact of its thus confirming, prove that it believed it had the right 
to confirm or reject the acts of the G. G. Chapter? It is as plain as 
the noonday sun that a confirmation could have had no effect unless a 
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rejection would also ; and therefore the foot of the G. Chapter of 
Massachusetts officially ratifying and confirming the proceedings of 
the G. G. 0. shows conclusively that it had the right to repudiate 
them. That right the G. C. would not have possessed (unless it were 
expressly delegated to it) if it was not the source of power. To 
illustrate the truth of this, suppose a Subordinate Lodge, after the 
meeting of the Grand Lodge from which it holds its charter, should 
pass a resolution “ ratifying and confirming ” the action of the Grand 
Body. It would be an absurdity too great to be tolerated for an 
instant. 

There is other evidence on the record, still more conclusive than 
that already adduced. The G. G. C. was formed for the six States 
of Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island, Connec- 
ticut, and New York, and by its charter its jurisdiction extended no 
further. While this was the case, some Companions in Georgia, 
supposing the General Grand officers had authority to give them a 
dispensation, applied fo them for authority to constitute a Chapter. 
What course was pursued ? The State Grand Chapters, not in one 
meeting or convention, but severally in their respective convocations, 
took the subject under consideration and “ passed a concurrent decree 
vesting power and authority in the first three General Grand officers, 
or any two of them conjointly, to grant and issue letters of dispense 
tion for the institution of Lodges of Mark Masters, P. Masters, Most 
Excellent Masters and Chapters of E. A. Masons, within any State 
in which there was not a Grand Chapter established.” On this 
authority the G. G. officers granted dispensations to form chapters in 
Georgia and South Carolina, and those bodies were regarded by the 
G. G. C. at its next convocation as regularly constituted. If the 
State Grand Chapters did not think they were the source of power 
and the G. G. C. was their creature, why did they pass a decree 
authorising the G. G. officers to act, and in fact extending the juris- 
diction of the G. G. 0. ; and if that body did not take the same view 
of the case why did it not repudiate, or deny the authority of the 
State Grand Chapters ? More conclusive testimony, in our opinion, 
could not be adduced to show that at the commencement, the Stite 
Grand Chapters were regarded as the source of power, and that the 
G. G. C. had only such authority as was expressly and unequivocally 
delegated to it Here let us again enforee our views by illustration* 
Suppose the Lodges in Michigan or Illinois, or a majority of them, 
should adopt a resolution ordering or authorizing their Grand Master 
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to recognise some new Grand Lodge, or te take some paxtiedar action 
respecting the difficulties* fn New York ! What would be the result? 
The Grand Master, if he should do his duty, would punish by repri- 
mand or a severer penalty, the Lodges which should thus interfere with 
his prerogatives. He would tell them that their aot had no binding 
force — no efficaoy — that it was his duty and right to instruct and 
authorize them , and not for them to instruct and authorize him ; 
and that the Grand Lodge, whose creatures they were, alone could 
empower him by special resolution to act 

The position which we maintain, that the State Grand Chapters are 
the source of power , and that the G. G. C. derives all its power and 
authority from those bodies, by express grant, is not a new one. It 
has been maintained from the establishment of the G. G. Chapter ; it 
has been growing stronger and stronger, and has been admitted by the 
G. G. Body again and again. Comp. Mackey of South Carolina, and 
Comp. Pike, have sustained this position by strong arguments. In* 
deed, the latter goes further, and maintains that the Subordinate 
Chapters are at this time the source of power . Could we not call to 
our aid such well-known and influential names, evidence unambiguous 
and conclusive could be adduced from the action of the G. G. Chapter 
to sustain our conclusions. 

In 1853, an appeal was made by Ancient Chapter No. 1, in New 
York, from the action of the Grand Chapter of that State to the G. G. 
Chapter. The appeal was referred to the Committee on Grievances, 
which reported, through Comp. Mackey, as follows : 

The right of a Subordinate Chapter to appeal to this General Grand Chap- 
ter from the decisions of its Grand Chanter, is a right for the declaration of 
which your committee hare in vain searched in the constitutions of this Gene- 
ral Grand Chapter — it is a right, for the admission of which they can find no 
precedent in the proceedings of this body — and the acknowledgment of which 
on the present occasion would be furnishing a precedent that your committee 
believe would be productive of manifold important, and almost fatal, evils in 
the legislation of Royal Arch Masonry. The phrase in the second section of 
the first article of the constitution, which grants to the General Grand Chapter 
the power “ to settle all difficulties which may arise,” seems to your committee 
to refer to difficulties which may arise between State Grand Chapters, and not 
to those occurring between these bodies and their subordinates. And your, 
committee are lea to this conclusion, because in a preceding part of the same 
section, it is asserted that this General Grand body " shall have and maintain 
jurisdiction over all State Grand Chapters, and over Chapters in those States, 
Districts, Republics or Territories, which recognize this jurisdiction, and where 
there is no Grand Chapter regularly established agreeably to the provisions of this 
constitution — thus clearly confining the jurisdiction over Subordinate Chapters 
to those existing in States where there are no Grand Chapters. Hence , e con- 
verso, where there is a Grand Chapter in a State , this grand body can have no 
jurisdiction over Us subordinates except so far as acquired through the Grand 
Chapter. 
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The following resolution, accompanying the report, was adopted : 

Resolved, That the appeal of Ancient Chapter fto. 1 be dismissed. 

Again, in 1856, at the last triennial convocation, the same decision 
was maintained. Companion Tucker rose to present the proceedings 
of Ancient Chapter No. 1, of New York, complaining of the action of 
the Ghtmd Chapter of that State, when, on motion of Comp. Mackey, 
the following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, That this G. G. Chapter cannot receive ant document 
PURPORTING TO BE A COMPLAINT AGAINST A GRAND CHAPTER. 

What could be more decisive on the point under consideration? 
When two parties have a stipulation or understanding, and either pats 
a construction on the agreement against itself and favorable to the 
other, the party putting such construction is bound by it forever after, 
and cannot reverse its deeision without consent of all interested. If 
England puts a construction on a treaty between it and the United 
States, which allows to onr country certain rights under the treaty, die 
cannot afterward reverse her decision. It is an admission by which 
she is bonnd, and settles beyond all question any controversy there 
may have been respecting the admitted rights, between the two nations. 
The reason of this is, that there is no court of appeal to decide the 
meaning of the written agreement — each party must decide for itself. 
In this respect, the case in point differs from a written document — like 
a deed — between two individuals, the meaning of which may be deter- 
mined by courts of law. 

We claim that any act of the G. G. C., disclaiming authority or 
control over Grand Chapters, is an admission against itself, conclusive, 
as far as it goes, in favor of the power of the State Grand Chapters. 
Nor is this position weakened by the fact that the G. G. C. is the 
creature of the Grand Chapters. It has certain powers delegated to 
it ; those powers it may exercise in its proper sphere, till they are 
recalled by the bodies which granted them. When a Grand Chapter 
performs an act, it claims the right and authority so to do ; and when 
the G. G. C. refuses to receive an appeal from a party, claiming to be 
aggrieved by the act, the G. G. body admits that the State organizir 
tion has the power and authority , and there is no one who has the 
right to say, “ why do ye so ? ” 

Applying the foregoing reasoning to the action of the G. G. C., in 
the case of Ancient Chapter No. 1, of New York, it appears to he 
conclusive evidence that the G. C. body admits the right of the State 
Grand Chapters to have (as the G. G. Constitution says) “ sole gov- 
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eminent and superintendence” over He Subordinate Chapters. Hark 
the force of the words contained in the resolution — “this G. G. C. 
CANNOT receive ANY document PURPORTING to be a com- 
plaint against a Grand Chapter.” The G. G. C. cannot receive a 
document of any kind from any party, if it barely purports to be a 
complaint against a Grand Chapter. This is the deliberately ex- 
pressed opinion of the G. G. Chapter, officially taken and recorded at 
two triennial convocations. If the G. G. Chapter cannot receive 
appeals or complaints against Grand Chapters, then it follows, as a 
matter of course, that the State bodies have the sovereignty, and that 
the G. G. Chapter has only suoh powers as have been expressly and 
unequivocally granted by the State Chapters, and are churned by the 
G. G. body. 

The point under consideration is an important one, and we have 
therefore dwelt upon it at considerable length. But more evidence is 
at hand, which leaves not a shade of doubt as to the correctness of our 
views. The following resolution was adopted at the last triennial con- 
vocation of the G. G. Chapter : 

* Raolved, That tub General Grand Rotal Axch Chafthb okkith 

ALL ITS POWBB8 BT GRANT AND OBLIGATION FROM THE RESPECTIVE GRAND 

Rotal Arch Chapters. 

The opinion was expressed in the form of a resolution, because it 
could not be embodied in the constitution till after a notice of amend- 
ment for three years ; but the resolution is to be regarded as binding 
as any part of the constitution, because it is a construction of that 
instrument by the G. G. C., which (being an admission against itself) 
cannot be reversed. To give the sentiment of the resolution the 
sanction of the most solemn action of the G. G. Chapter, the following 
amendments to its constitution were submitted by Comp. Mackey, in 
behalf of Comp. Pike, which were read, and lie over till the next 
triennial session : 

* The General Grand Chapter receives all its powers, faculties and preroga- 
tives by grant and delegation from the several State Grand Chapters ; and it 
can have and possess no other powers than such as are expressly granted and 
delegated to it by them, or as are indispensably necessary to the exercise of its 
genml powers, and consistent with tne nature of the confederation between 
the State Grand Chapters. It can exercise no doubtful powers, nor any powers 
by implication taerelv ; and all Masonic powers, not hereby granted to it, are 
reserved to the Grand and Snbordinate Chapters of the several States. 

It shall have and maintain jurisdiction over all Chapters established by 

* See page 37 of the official proceedings of the G. G. C. for 185®. 

9 See page 45 of official proceeding! of G. G. 0. 
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itself in those States, Districts, Republics and Territories which recognise this 
jurisdiction, and where there is no Grand Chapter established. 

It shall have power to decide all questions of Masonic law, usa^e and 
custom, which may arise between any two or more Grand Chapters, or in any 
of the Subordinate Chapters under its own immediate jurisdiction, and all that 
may be referred to it for its decision by any Grand Chapter, by formal vote; 
ana its decisions so made shall be deemed and regarded as those of the 
supreme judicial tribunal of Royal Arch Masonry in the last resort. 

It shall have no power of discipline, admonition, censure or instruction over 
the Grand Chapters, nor any legislative powers whatever, not hereby specifi- 
cally granted, nor any authority to suspend the proceedings of any State 
Grand Chapters, nor shall entertain any complaint against a Grand Chapter, 
prepared by any Subordinate Chapter or individual Mason in that jurisdiction 
or elsewhere ; out it may, upon proper reference to it of any matter of contro- 
versy between any two or more Grand Chapters, and even where the question 
is not one of Masonic law, custom or usage, (both or all such Grand Chapters 
consenting to such reference,) act as final arbiter between them, and settle such 
controversy. 

It shall judge of the qualifications of its own members. It 6hall see that 
the ancient work of the Order is preserved in the several degrees, and establish 
uniform formulas for installation of its own officers and tnose of Grand and 
Subordinate Chapters, for the consecration and constitution of Chapters, and 
the opening of Grand Chapters ; and it may suspend the proceedings of any 
Chapter under its own immediate jurisdiction, in any State, District or Terri- 
tory, where there is no Grand Chapter, for any willful violation of any of the 
provisions of this Constitution, or for gross unmasonic proceedings or 
eonduct. 

These amendments but fully express the meaning of the resolutions, 
and may be regarded as the deliberately declared opinion of the Gen- 
eral Grand Chapter. 

It is for the reasons given, and on the foregoing evidence, we claim 
that State Grand Chapters are sovereign bodies, which have “ the sole 
government and superintendence* * of the Subordinate Chapters in their 
respective jurisdictions ; that the G. G. Chapter is the creature of the 
State Grand Chapters, with such powers only as are claimed by it , 
and are expressly and unequivocally delegated to it ; that “ it can 
exercise no doubtful powers, nor any powers by implication merely, 
and that all powers, not granted to it, are reserved to the Grand and 
Subordinate Chapters of the several States.* * 

We cannot better elucidate our views, than by proceeding immedi- 
ately to consider the action of the Grand Chapter of Michigan in 
granting a charter for Peninsular Chapter No. 16, of Detroit. 

The facts in the case are these. At the annual convocation of the 
Grand Chapter of Michigan, January, 1855, its constitution was re- 
vised and the following clause was adopted : 

No warrant shall be granted by the G. C. for the creation of any R. A. C., 
unless upon the petition of at least nine regular R. A. Masons, praying for 
such warrant, whicn petition shall be recommended by the Chapter nearest to 
the place where the new Chapter is to be formed, or by two other Chapters in 
this State, which recommendation shall be accompanied by the certificate of at 
least three R. A. Masons in good standing in Some Chapter within this juris- 
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diction, which shall certify that petitioners are all R. A. Masons, in good stand* 
in£ as each, and that they are men of good moral character ; and upon granting 
sara warrant, the petitioners shall pay the sum of one handled dollars, includ- 
ing the amount that shall have been paid for dispensation. 

It was claimed at the time by those who voted against it, that the 
seventh section of Art. II, of the Constitution of the G. G. C., pro- 
hibited the Grand Chapter enacting such a law. Art II is headed 
“ Of State Grand Chapters / 9 and section seventh is as follows : 

Sac. 7. No Dispensation or Charter for the institution of a new Chapter of 
Royal Arch Masons shall be granted, except upon the petition of nine regular 
Royal Arch Masons ; which petition shall be accompanied with a certificate 
from the Chapter nearest to the place where the new Chapter is intended to be 
opened, vouching for the moral character and Masonic abilities of the petition- 
ers, and recommending that a Dispensation or Charter be granted them. 

It was contended that the clause permitting a charter to he granted 
on a petition recommended by any two Chapters in the State, would 
be rendered null and void by the section seventh just quoted, which 
says, that the petition shall be recommended by the nearest Chapter, 
vouching for the moral character and Masonic abilities , &c. The 
question was fully and elaborately discussed ; ample time was given 
for the arguments on both sides, and the clause was adopted by a 
large majority. One year from that time, nine Companions residing in 
Detroit, presented to the Grand Chapter, a petition for a new Chapter 
to he called Peninsular Chapter, wbioh petition was recommended — 
not by Monroe Chapter of Detroit (the nearest), — but by two other 
Chapters in the State. The same objections which had been made the 
year before were again brought forward, and several hours were con- 
sumed in the discussion of the question, when, by a very decided 
majority, it was voted to grant a oharter to the petitioners. Peninsular 
Chapter was subsequently constituted by the G. H. P. and is now in 
successful operation. The simple question involved, and which we 
propose to ourselves, is, has a State Grand Chapter the right to 
grant a Charter on a petition not recommended by the nearest 
Chapter f 

In considering this question we are to be governed by the ordinary 
principles of construction which have been settled by jurists and are 
received as best fitted to promote justice. Taking section seventh by 
itself and judging by its face, we grant that our opponents make out 
a case ; hut construing that clause by the light which facts and circum- 
stances throw upon it, we are strongly convinced that it does not 
restrain State Grand Chapters. 

It is a well-settled principle of law, that in construing a written 
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instrument, all its points must be considered and compared, and that 
surrounding circumstances must be carefully weighed. In the first 
place let us look at the different parts of the Constitution of the 0. 6. 
C. Section third of Art. II, says : 

Sec. 3. The several State Grand Chapters shall have the sole government 
and superintendence of the several Royal Arch Chapters, and Lodges of Most 
Excellent, Past and Mark Master Masons, within their respective jurisdictions, 
to assign their limits, and to settle the controversies that may happen between 
them ; and shall have power, under their respective seals and the signs manual 
of their respective Grand, or Deputy Grand High Priests, Kings and Scribes, 
attested by their respective Grand Secretaries, to constitute new Chapters of 
Royal Arch Masons, within their respective jurisdictions ; but their jurisdic- 
tions shall in no case be construed to extend beyond the limits of the State, 
except by consent of the General Grand Chapter. 

By this clause the sovereignty of the Grand Chapters is to be re- 
tained. They are to “ have the sole government and superin- 
tendence ” of the several Chapters, &c. This clause is specific and 
unambiguous. After this, in another part of the Constitution, we find 
section seven already quoted. Section fourth of the same article says : 

The Grand and Deputy Grand High Priests, severally, shall have the power 
and authority, whenever they shall deem it expedient, during the recess of the 
Grand Chapter of which they are officers, to grant letters of Dispensation 
nnder their respective hands and private seals, to a competent number of peti- 
tioners, possessing the qualifications required by the 7th section of the second 
Article of this Constitution, empowering them to open a Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons, for a certain specified term of time. 

It will be observed by this that the only clause in which Grand 
Chapters are named and their powers specifically alluded to, is section 
three, which says : “ They shall have the sole government and super* 
intendence ” of the several Chapters in their respective jurisdictions. 
It will be further observed that section four expressly refers to section 
seven, and restricts the Grand officers in granting Dispensations by the 
requirements of that section. Now, is it intended that section seven 
shall apply to and qualify section three as well as section four in which 
direct reference is made to it ? Here certainly is a question of im- 
portance which, considered by the light of surrounding circumstances, 
we are led to believe may be solved in favor of those who con- 
tend that section seven does not qualify section three, but that by 
section three, Grand Chapters^have sole control, &c. of their Subor- 
dinate Chapters. 

It must be remembered that the Grand Chapters are the source of 
power ; that all the authority is in them, which has not been expressly 
and unequivocally delegated to the G. G. C. ; that that body can have 
no power by implication ; “ that it can exercise no doubtful powers,” 
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and that all doubts are to be construed against it. We must also 
remember the action of the G. G. Chapter ; first, in declaring that it 

CANNOT BSC1IT1 ANT DOCUMENT PUBPOBTING TO BE A COMPLAINT 

against a Gband C haptise ; second, in declaring that the G. G. C. 
derives all its powers b y grant and delegation from the respective 
Grand Royal Arch Chapters. Considering the question in the light of 
these frets, is not a doubt — and a strong one — raised as to whether 
the Grand Chapters are restrained by section seven after their sovereign 
power in their respective Territories is expressly and unequivocally 
admitted in section three ? If so, that doubt is to be construed in favor 
of the power of the Grand Chapters. In our own mind something 
more than a doubt is raised. We regard the action of the G. G. C* 
as an admission against itself in favor of the Grand Chapters. In 
expressly declaring it “ cannot receive any document purporting to be 
a complaint against a Grand Chapter” and that all its pacers are 
derived “ by grant and delegation from the respective Grand Royal 
Arch Chapters” it has admitted that it has no right to interfere with 
the interna laffairs of Grand Chapters, and that each Grand Chapter, 
in the language of section three, has “ sole * government and super- 
intendence of the several Royal Arch Chapters ” in its jurisdiction. 

The case in which the G. G. C. refused to entertain the appeal or 
complaint of Ancient Chapter ISTo. 1, in 1853 and 1856, is directly in 
point. The appeal or complaint involved the very questions raised in 
regard to Peninsular Chapter. In 1851, the Grand Lodge of New 
York received a memorial from a number of clandestine Royal Arch 
Masons, styled Orient Chapter, praying for a warrant of constitution. 
The document was referred to a committee, who reported that the 
officers and members of Orient Chapter should be “fully and entirely 
restored and healed collectively and individually.” A warrant of 
constitution was at the same time ordered to be issued, and which was 
done, and Orient Chapter recognized on the registry of New York as 
a regular Chapter in good standing. By all the well-established laws 
and usages of Masonry, the memorialists were not regularly healed ; 
their petition was unaccompanied by any fee and was not recommended 
by any Chapter . It was in relation to the action of the Grand Chap- 
ter of New York on these points, that Ancient Chapter appealed or 
complained to the G. G. Chapter, at two triennial sessions, when that 
body refused to receive their documents. 


• ‘ 4 8oU” rignifiw, according to Worcester, 44 tingU ; onhf\ 
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It may be said, in reply to our arguments, that the G. 0. C. at the 
time that it refused to entertain the appeal or complaint, passed a 
resolution that the G. C. of New York should regularly heal the 
members of Orient Chapter, and grant them a new charter with the 
recomendation of the nearest Chapter. Let us look at the words of 
the resolution, which is as follows : 

Resolved, That the O. C. of New York cause all the R. A Masons, made 
illegally by Orient Chapter, to be healed, and that they issue a new warrant to 
said Chapter, with the recommendation of the nearest Chapter, and the pay- 
ment of the usual fee. 

It will be observed that the G. G. C. does not order or direct ,— 
it merely resolves “ that the G. C. of New York , cause, &c. Was 
this intended as a mandate which must be obeyed ? Is it clothed in 
the language of command which a superior would use when speaking 
to an inferior? No ; on the contrary, it is careftdly worded, and in- 
tentionally framed so as to avoid a direct command. It is, as we 
regard it, merely recommendatory to the G. C., and was intended as 
nothing more. If this be not so, there was an open , hold and mani- 
fest absurdity in the action of the G. G. C. in refusing to receive the 
complaint of Ancient Chapter and then passing the resolution. We 
are not to presume such an absurdity on the part of the G. G. Body ; 
we are to take into consideration all its action respecting the case 
and harmonize it, and the only way in which that can be done is, 
by regarding the resolution as merely recommendatory. This view of 
the case is supported by another fact The resolution first proposed to 
the G. G. C. was in these words : 

Resolved, That the G. Chapter of New York be directed to retrace its steps 
in the case of Orient Chapter. 

This was rejected by a decisive vote, and then the other was 
adopted. If the G. G. C. intended to order — to command the G. C., 
why did it not retain the word “ directed ” in the resolution— or rather 
why did it not use a stronger term ? We must presume that the G. G. 
Chapter acted consistently, and this can be done only by putting the 
construction upon the resolution adopted, that it was merely recom- 
mendatory. 

The G. C. of New York did not act in accordance with the resolu- 
tion, and although Ancient Chapter again, in 1856, complained, the 
G. G. C. refused to receive the complaint, or take action in the case. 
Orient Chapter is, we believe , still recognized in the registry of Nev 
York as a regular Chapter in good standing . 
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The G. H. P. of New York, in hie address to the G. C. in 1854, 
B&id, in reference to the resolution of the G. G. C. : 

I forbear adding more than a single suggestion, which is, that there is a dis- 
tinction between a subordinate holding its warrant, and of course its vitality 
from a superior body, and a member of a confederacy of Grand Chapters, 
retaining all its powers and privileges, and especially those relating to its local 
concerns, not expressly ceded by the terms of the compact. Let every stipu- 
lation of that compact be strictly, literally, scrupulously fulfilled ; but let no 
rash hand be laid upon the ark of our sovereignty. 

The resolution was referred to a special committee, from whose 
report we take the following extract : 

Your committee consider it unfortunate in the extreme, that this question 
has been opened by the General Grand Chanter. 

With all possible deference for that body, with every intention to yield 
implicit obedience to her lawful commands, we cannot , after the fullest consider- 
ation, arrive at any other conclusion than the one that, State Grand Chapters should 
be the judges of the regularity or irregularity of their Subordinates. 

Thu Grand Chaffer has not yielded her sovereignty in this respect . Her fiat that 
this or that Chapter is regular , should be conclusive and beyond question. She attends, 
through her proper officers, the meetings of the General Grand Chapter , as a sov- 
ereign power to treat with other sovereign powers, under precise ana constitutional 
limits. These limits include the regulation and government of all Subordinate Chap- 
ters in States or Territories in which there is no Grand Chapter. They exclude all 
government over Subordinate Chapters in allegiance to a Grand Chapter. 

By this it will be seen that the same views which we entertain, 
were strongly advocated. 

The feet that a case similar to that of Peninsular Chapter, and of a 
more aggravating nature, has been brought before the G. G. C., and 
that body has refused to receive a complaint respecting it, and has done 
nothing more than pass a recommendatory resolution, which it ha9 not 
attempted to enforce, although the G. C. of New York did not retrace 
its steps, seems to us to be conclusive evidence that the G. G. C. has 
not the power or authority to interfere with the action of the G. C. of 
Michigan, but that all the authority and power in the case are in the 
State G. C. 

Still another feet of great weight may be brought forward in support 
of our position. The clause in the Constitution of the G. C. of Mich- 
igan, by virtue of which a charter was granted for Peninsular Chapter, 
was adopted in January, 1856, and in the following September, the G. 
GkC. held its triennial convocation at Hartford, Connecticut The 
action of the G. C. of Michigan, in adopting such a clause in its Con- 
stitution, was published to the world. Immediately after the annual 
convocation, in our report of the proceedings of the G.C. of Michigan, 
published in the February number of The Ashlar, 1856,* we said : 


• Sat page 287, roi. I. 
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The moat important business transacted was the adoption of a new Consti- 
tution, which was reported by a committee chosen the year previous, of which 
M. E. Michael Shoemaker, P. G. H. P. ; was Chairman. One of the principal 
changes effected by this instrument, is in reference to the granting of charters 
by the Grand Chapter. By the old law, no warrant could be granted for the 
creation of a Royal Arch Chapter, unless the petition was recommended by 
the Chapter nearest to the place whore the new Chanter was to be formed. The 
new Constitution requires that the petition shall be recommended “ by the 
Chapter nearest to the place where the new Chapter is to be formed, or by two 
other Chapters in this State.” This clause was adopted after a protracted dis- 
cussion, and was regarded by a majority of those present as a salutary 
provision. 

This notice circulated in every State and Territory of the United 
States, and was sent to some of the officers and several of the members 
of the G. G. Chapter. By this means, as well as through other chan- 
nels of communication, the action of the G. C. of Michigan was 
brought to the notice of many who were members of the G. G. C. ; and 
yet the subject was not brought before that body, and no action was 
taken on it. Now, we ask — and we address this question especially to 
the R. A. Masons of Michigan, who know the history of this matter, 
and the efforts used by those who opposed the granting of the charter 
to Peninsular Chapter — we ask, if there had been any reason to believe 
that the G. G. C. would have interfered, would not the action of the 
G. C. of Michigan have been brought to the notice of the G. G. C. in 
September, 1856 ? We hazard nothing in saying there are those who 
would have carried the matter there, had there been any prospect of 
success. 

The fact that the G. G. C. has held a convocation since the adoption 
of the clause in the Constitution of the G. C. of Miobigan, and has 
taken no action respecting it, seems to us — when considered with the 
faots previously stated — to leave no doubt as to its intention, and 
places beyond question the legality of the clause referred to. 

In our next, we shall consider the action of the G. G. H. Priest, and 
that of the G. H. P. of Michigan, respecting Peninsular Chapter ; and 
shall discuss the utility of the G. G. Chapter. 


HF* Masonry enjoins its members to be good men — true to their 
government, and just to their country. Brother, do you observe this 
admonition administered on your initiation ? Do you observe the moral 
teachings which you hear constantly inculcated in the Lodge room ? 
Let each answer in his own heart. 
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GOD SPEAKETH EVERYWHERE. 

[Etlwh*.] 

God speaketh in the calm, bine sky, 

Ana in the murmuring sea, 

And on yon mountain, towering high, 

His handiwork we see. 

The voice of the wind, as it passeth by. 
Proclaims there is a God ! 

And the weary ones of earth who lie 
Beneath the tufted sod. 

The echo steals along the air — 

Around, below, above ! 

And bright-eyed flowerets, fresh and fair. 

Are whispering, “ God is love ! ” 

The brilliant gems that deck the sky. 

Look down, and seem to say, 

There is a God — he dwells on high, 

And holds a mighty sway. 

At midnight, when the thunders roar, 

And clouds look dark and drear, 

When lightnings flash along the sky, 

Thy voice, 0 God, we hear. 

In joy, in bliss, in grief or woe — 

In worldliness and care, 

Creation's breath, as the wind breathes low — 
God speaketh everywhere. 


Behavior. — You may enjoy yourself with innocent mirth, treating 
one another according to ability, but avoiding all excess, or forcing any 
Brother to eat or drink beyond bis inclination, or hindering him from 
going when his occasions call him, or doing or saying anything offen- 
sive, or that may forbid an easy and free conversation ; for that would 
blast our harmony, and defeat our laudable purposes. Therefore, no 
private piques or quarrels must be brought within the door of the 
Lodge, far less any quarrels about religion, or nations, or State policy, 
we being only, as Masons, of the Catholic Religion above mentioned ; 
we are also of all nations, tongues, kindreds and languages, and are 
resolved against all politics, as what never yet conduced to the welfare 
of the Lodge, nor ever wilL This charge has been always strictly 
enjoined and observed ; but especially ever since the reformation in 
Britain, or the dissent and secession of these nations from the commu- 
nion of Borne . — Ancient Constitutions . 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



160 


THE ASHLAR. 


FAMILIAR COMMENTS ON ARCHITECTURE. 

NO. IT. 


The purposes to which Grecian Architecture was applied, prove that 
it was iu style the best and most perfect that could have been originated, 
as it produced edifices that best answered the ends for which they were 
intended. The Greek was a material philosopher : the whole bent of 
his mind and faculties was upon material things and principles, not 
upon dim imaginations or shadowy abstractions. The world he loved 
and wrought for was all visible to him, his element was human, and be 
had no conception of the spiritual or infinite. What then could more 
correctly sympathize with his worship, than the impressions created ty 
his works ? The same simplicity which pervades their writings and 
domestic habits, is traceable through all their works. 

A Grecian temple is a cell, rectangular in form, enclosed within a 
wall, and more or less completely surrounded by pillars. The most 
simple form has a range of pillars in front and rear, between the pro- 
jections of the side walls, which are finished with antes, and has no 
projecting portico. This form is called “in antis” The side walls 
were left bare, without ornament or opening of any kind. To obviate 
the naked appearance of the side walls, a colonnade was carried all 
round, and the arrangement was then called “peristyle” This style 
was most generally adopted in their temples and public buildings: 
those having a single row of columns, being called peripteral, and those 
having a double row, being known as dipteral. The cella was usually 
left open to the sky, and called “ kypcethral” sometimes finished with 
an inner peristyle or colonnade carried round. 

The great charm of Grecian Architecture arises from its simplicity 
of form, and the few combinations necessary to compose it The con- 
tinuous horizontal lines always left conspicuous, and never hampered 
with enrichment to destroy their effect ; the massive columns and nar- 
row intcrcolumniations ; the simple rectangular form and the perfect 
harmony of design, stamp their productions as works of great boauty. 
Greece produced this one form, and so long as her architects adhered 
to it, they failed not ; but their style is only susceptible of being ap- 
plied to that one form, and so soon as they attempted any other, they 
erred egregiously ; in some respects their works were pleasing, yet they 
retained not the characteristics of Grecian Architecture, and are palpa- 
bly a transition from original purity to pedantry of style. Of to 
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character is the choragio monument of Thrasyllua ; the tower of An- 
dronicus Cyrrhestes, or temple of the Eight Winds ; and the choragio 
monument of Lysicrates. They are designs of great beauty, but are 
an evident retrogression in Grecian Art. 

The attempted application of the principles and substance of Grecian 
Architecture, and the semblance of Grecian forms by the Bomans, has 
been productive of the greatest errors ever committed by architects of 
any age. It is gravely asserted that the Grecian Architects themselves, 
transplanted to the Homan soil, from having been citizens and men in 
honorable standing, to become slaves, and wishing to revenge their 
wrongs on their Roman conquerors, devised the most absurd, ridiculous 
and contradictory designs, repaying them with secret ridicule, most 
calculated to prove and expose the ignorance and bad taste of their 
employers. 

The introduction of the Arch as a form in construction, was calcu- 
lated to effect a great change in the fundamental principles of Archi- 
tecture; and had its application been confined to the simple and 
original Roman system of massive pier, and bold and daring span of 
arch, without the mask and sham of imitated Grecian covering, their 
works might have stood out as boldly for their originality, as those of 
their predecessors. But they seemed not to have possessed that genius 
for invention, or good taste for discriminating from among the inven- 
tions of others, and were led away by the effect of appearances, rather 
than by the application of pure and true principles. The Column, 
which, as originally designed, is the great feature of an edifice, was too 
often applied only as an ornament, and lost entirely the idea of its first 
use. Its proportions were reduced to a sickly slenderness, and in 
comparison with the buildings they were intended to ornament, looked 
like so many reeds set up on end. It is not asserted that in all cases 
they were so disposed, as in many fine edifices they are legitimately 
applied; but in too many instances the column is abused by being 
reduced to a secondary or tertiary consideration, — set up on a pedestal 
in front of some massive and overwhelming structure, performing no 
other office except to carry the scanty moulding of an arch, and then 
often without the intervening entablature over the capital. The divi- 
sion of buildings into stages or stories, thereby piling up a series of 
columns over each other, and destroying that well-defined effect of 
unvaried construction which is predominant in the original, is another 
great debasement introduced and perpetuated by the Romans. In this 
case the horizontal effect is entirely lost, and is overpowered by the 
11 — vol. in. NO. iv. 
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confusion of a complicated elevation, thus destroying that delicate 
balance of the perpendicular and horizontal proportions in a Grecian 
building. 

The termination of the slanting Roof forming the pediment before 
described, which by its angular finish, so gracefully completes the 
Grecian portico, fares no better at the hands of its Roman mutilators. 
Sometimes several rows may be seen finished with small and inappro- 
priate angles ; sometimes they are rounded, or broken, or compressed 
into the ugliest conceivable forms within larger pediments, or used 
only as a superficial decoration within the span of an arch. 

Nor were the smaller details treated with more deference than the 
larger members and principles of the style. Every form in the origi- 
nal, having its birth in a necessity, was retained and ornamented, not 
for its individual sake, but as a part of a great whole through which a 
pleasing harmony might prevail. This was lost sight of, and wherever 
an opportunity offered, enrichment and detail were crowded on without 
any regard for their necessity or good taste. The form of the Grecian 
mouldings were generally sections of the ellipse, having a greater 
height than projection, thereby allowing the rays of the sun at its 
meridian height to reach the swell as well as the upper line of the 
mouldings, and not casting all below the upper projection into shadow. 
The Romans adopted the circular instead of the elliptical form, giving 
more projection to the mouldings, and throwing all below the upper 
line into deep shadow, hiding a part of itself, and preventing its proper 
delineation. A great deal of that charm of apparently accidental 
effect (yet all so deeply studied) so strikingly beautiful in the horizon- 
tal form of a Grecian building, was lost by this ; for the Greeks not 
only sought for harmony of design, but studied out a proper harmony 
between the design and the material of which it was constructed. Tbe 
translucent nature of tbe marble used by them, worked to tbe greatest 
perfection of art, and susceptible of a high polish, reflected from tbe 
angles and swell of the mouldings the bright rays o i the sun, and 
shone like lines of burnished gold. The want of good taste and judg- 
ment displayed by the Romans cost them a great loss in this one thing 
alone, and they appear never to have escaped from the perverse system 
they had adopted, or to have attempted to originate for themselves a 
style to correspond with the arch, a feature which they used so freely 
in all their works, and which, from tbe daring and lofty manner in 
which they applied it, was susceptible and worthy of a great effort to 
establish for itself an independent principle, without relying upon a 
style so inharmonious and inappropriate. Architect. 
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MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE — QUERIES AND 
REPLIES. 


B&o. Weston : The ballot was passed in our Lodge, and found to 
befouL The Master so declared it, when a Brother rose and said he 
did not know but what he might hare cast a black ball by mistake— -he 
was not sure, but thought he did put in a black ball, when he intended 
to put in a white one. The W. M. then declared the ballot clear, and 
the candidate elected. Was this right ? 

Avs. The object of die secret ballot ia to give each Brother an 
opportunity to prevent the initiation of one whom be believes to be 
unworthy, and allow him to do this without being answerable to his 
Lodge or bis Brethren for his action. In the case given by our cor- 
respondent, the W. M. violated the great principle of the ballot It 
was not certain that the Brother, who said he might have cast a black 
hall, did so ; and therefore the ballot should have been taken again, to 
ascertain whether there was a mistake. In our opinion, if there was 
but one black ball, the ballot should have been taken again, even if 
the Brother was positive that be voted in the negative. Such is the 
only proper course to test mistakes. 


A. WnsTow, Esq., Drar Bro. : Should the ballot for the 2nd and 
3rd degrees be taken before or after the candidate has been examined 
in open Lodge ? Please answer through The Ashlar. 

Ans. The object of examination in open Lodge, when it is required 
by the Grand Lodge, is to give the members an opportunity to judge 
whether the candidate has made suitable proficiency ; and m case suit- 
able proficiency has not been made, that may be a good cause for 
voting against the advancement of the applicant. The ballot, there- 
fore, should be taken after the examination in open Lodge. 


My Drab W. : Can a Lodge U. D. elect, and take in, members ? • 
Axs. A Lodge U. D. can do nothing more than what is specified 
in its Dispensation , which instrument does not confer power to elect 
members. If any should be elected, and thereby believe themselves 
to be members of the Lodge, they would be decidedly taken in . 
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HARMONY IN LODGES. 


As the time of the annual election of officers of Lodges is near 
near at hand, it maj not be inappropriate to say a few words upon those 
unhappy divisions which sometimes. appear to retard the prosperity of 
subordinate bodies. 

Differences arise from various causes, but one of the most prominent 
is the aspiration of members to fill offices in the gift of their Brethren. 
Sometimes the strife is between young members ; sometimes between old 
Masons, who have borne the heat and burden of the day, and those who 
have more recently obtained admittance to the Sanctum Sanctorum. 
The spirit which gives rise to such contests is pernicious, and should be 
discountenanced by every lover of our Institution. 

It is praiseworthy for young members to qualify themselves for any 
and every position in the Lodge, and every assistance should be rendered 
them in so doing. They should have the opportunity to learn, and older 
members, qualified to teach, should instruct them in the work and lec- 
tures. Such aid the student should appreciate, and seek to use the 
knowledge obtained, for the promotion of the best interests of the Institu- 
tion. He should not think, because he has mastered the ritual, that he is 
fitted to occupy any particular station, and that rapid proficiency entitles 
him to any honor or office. “ A little learning is a dangerous thing.” 
The truth of this we have frequently seen exemplified by young Masons, 
who, having acquired a knowledge of the work and lectures, think that 
they have learned everything in Masonry, and are entitled to the highest 
official gifts which their Brethren can bestow. Youthful Brethren 
should beware lest their ardor warp their judgment in this respect, and 
they sow seeds of discord in their Lodge, which will spring up and bear 
bitter fruit. 

The words of caution which we address to the young, we would 
also speak to older Masons. A man may have attended Lodge meetings 
for ten years or more, he may have held various offices, and may be pro- 
ficient in the work, and yet he may not be fitted to be Master. We know 
some such instances. Brethren, therefore, who have long been Masons, 
should not, on that account , think they are entitled to any particular 
office ; and, more than all, they should banish from their breasts feel- 
ings of envy or jealousy toward a young member, who makes pro- 
ficiency in acquiring a knowledge of the ritual. There is need that these 
words should be heeded, for the ardor of young Masons, with noble 
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hearts, who lore our Institution, is sometimes dampened by older 
members exhibiting a spirit of coldness, when the right hand of fellow- 
ship should be cordially extended, and a “ God speed you ” cheer- 
fully uttered. “ None shall discover envy at the prosperity of a 
Brother” say the ancient Constitutions. He who violates this injunc- 
tion inflicts not only a blow upon his own Lodge, but upon the best 
interests of the Institution. 

No Brother is entitled to any office in his Lodge, no matter what 
may have been his previous services ; and in this light every Mason 
should view the matter under consideration. He should be willing to 
leave others to judge of his qualifications and merits, and trust to the 
good sense of his Brethren to promote him whenever the proper time 
arrives. A Brother, who* is brought forward as a candidate for an 
office, should be the first to allay feelings of discord, by giving evidence 
to his Brethren that he does not seek to gratify personal ambition, but 
to promote the welfare of his Lodge. He should take no active part 
to make himself prominent, and should use his influence to prevent 
others combining or li caucusing ” in his favor. He should be con- 
tented to let the matter rest in the hands of the members of his Lodge. 

In case any unhappy division arises, such as that to which we have 
alluded, there is generally one safe remedy to allay the waves of 
discord. Brethren should discountenance any wrong feeling between 
competitors by electing to office the member best calculated to harmonize 
the adverse elements, and teach the aspirants, that in a Masonic Lodge 
there can properly be but one kind of contention — “ of who can best 
work and best agree” 


“ The capability of improvement, intellectually and morally, is a 
proof that man is an unfinished being ; he is incomplete ; he is in 
the infancy of his existence ; he is in a state of pupilage and pro- 
gress ; and the different degrees of intellectual endowment which 
characterize different men, impart variety to the commonwealth, and 
teach that difference of opinion must be expected, and that liberty to 
express opinion is the birthright of every man. 

Oh, what would this world be, were it all in all, and what were life 
if it ended in the grave ? Truth, thou art the crystal key, opening to 
the spirit the glorious vision of immortality, bidding the trusting heart 
when sick ana weary of the dark deeds and ruthless spoilers of the 
lonely earth, rest in thy downy wings and seek for peace and comfort 
there.” 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



166 


THE ASHLAR. 


Foe Thi Ajkui 

APPEAL IN BEHALF OF INDIA. 


The Grand Registrar of the Grand Encampment of England and 
Wales, John Masson, has recently corresponded with the Eminent Sir 
W. J. B. McLeod Moore, Pro. G. Master of the Canada Canton, be- 
seeching, in behalf of suffering India, the charities of the Canadian 
Brethren. A portion of Sir Masson’s epistle, which has been commu- 
nicated to me by Sir K’t Moore, I forward to The Ashlab, as & 
worthy piece for insertion. 

ROB. MORRIS. 

“ I have the honor to address you on a subject in whioh the hearts 
of the Masonic Brotherhood are all animated by the same glow of sym- 
pathetic feeling for our suffering companions in the hour of trial and 
days of need. The M. W. G. Master of the Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land and Wales has given notice of a motion, to bring before the Grand 
Lodge the state of our suffering Brethren, and their bereaved widows 
and children, from those events in India which make humanity shud- 
der. We, a smaller body, the Knights Templar, are to do the same in 
Grand Canton. 

“ When the late Earl Moira was appointed Gov. General of India, 
he was at the head of the Order of Knights Templar, and during his 
sway very many Encampments were there formed, which still exist. I 
am sure it would afford to them the balm of comfort and consolation to 
witness the flow of sympathizing feeling, emanating from the hearts of 
the Templars in the mother country and colonies into the same channel 
of relief, and my observations, I have no doubt, simple as they are, 
will be reechoed in your Encampments. 

“ Passing events make the hearts of men shudder, but the sword of 
righteous retribution is uplifted, backed by the avenging wrath of the 
great Immanuel. 

“ Until now the benevolence and liberality of our Brethren in India, 
jn every good cause, has been eminently conspicuous, without ever 
dreaming of a need of reciprocity occurring.” 


i« Truth is a divine attribute, and the foundation of eveiy 
virtue. To be good and true is the first lesson we are taught in 
Masonry.” 


Digitized by 


Google 



THE ASHLAB. 


167 

PUBLISHING NOTICES OF EXPULSION. 

Expulsion is tbe highest penalty that can be inflicted in Masonry. 
It deprives Hie party oonvicted of all the rights and benefits of the 
Institution. It affects his relations, not only with the particular Lodge 
of which he is a member, but with the whole Fraternity. For this 
reason, Bro. Mackey contends, in his “ Principles of Masonic Law,” 
that no member can be expelled except by the Grand Lodge, or with 
its approval. He says : 

It is a custom too generally adopted in this conntry, for Subordinate Lodges 
to inflict this punishment, ana hence it is supposed by many, that the power of 
inflicting it is vested in the Subordinate Lodges. But the fact is, that the only 
proper tribunal to impose this heavy penalty is a Grand Lodge. A Subordi- 
nate may, indeed, try its delinquent member, and if guilty declare him ex- 
pelled. But the sentence is of no force until the Grand Lodge, under whose 
jurisdiction it is working, has confirmed it. And it is optional with the Grand 
Lodge to do so, or, as is frequently done, to reverse the decision and reinstate 
the Brother. Some of the Lodges in this country claim the right to expel, in- 
dependently of the action of the Grand Lodge, but the claim is not valid. The 
very fact that an expulsion is a penalty, affecting the general relations of the 
pnnished party with the whole fraternity, proves that its exercise never oould, 
with propriety, be intrusted to a body so circumscribed in its authority as a 
Subordinate Lodge. Besides, the general practice of the Fraternity is against 
it. Tbe English Constitutions vest the power to expel exclusively in the Grand 
Lodge. 

This view we believe to be sound. Every member expelled by a 
Subordinate Lodge has the right to appeal to tbe Grand Lodge, and 
that body has tbe right and power to reverse tbe sentence. 

It has become tbe practice in some jurisdictions, and particularly in 
Michigan, for Subordinate Lodges to publish notices of their expulsions. 
Almost every number of Tax Ashlar contains official notices of this 
kind. As the Grand Lodge of Michigan has authorized Lodges to 
make known to the world the names of expelled members, we insert 
official communications to that effect, although with extreme reluctance. 

If Grand Lodges alone have power to expel, (either directly or by 
approving the sentence of the subordinate body,) then a member is not 
expelled till the G. L. has acted in the matter. As long as he has a 
right to appeal to the Grand Lodge, and that body has tbe power to 
reverse the sentence of the subordinate body, it cannot be known 
whether be is definitely expelled till the Grand Lodge has approved 
tbe sentence. For this reason, if for no other, we believe it to be very 
injudicious for Lodges, on expelling a member, to give publie notice of 
that fact. In many instances, gross injustice may be done to the 
accused party. Suppose a member to be expelled, and the fhot to be 
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published to the world in secular papers and Masonic Magazines, as is 
frequently done in Michigan. A stigma is fixed upon the party con- 
victed, which cannot be easily removed. He is branded not only 
among Masons, but among those outside the Order ; and, indeed, be 
may be looked upon with greater aversion by those without the pale 
than by those within. One class can know what the nature of his 
offence is, and the other may be kept in total darkness. Notice of a 
man’s faults and sins travels more rapidly, a thousand fold, than the 
most eloquent eulogy of his virtues. Therefore, when public notice is 
given of a member’s expulsion, the fact is caught up, told and retold till 
it is known far and wide, and everywhere the unfortunate man goes, 
he carries an incubus, which he would fain shake off but cannot. 
When he is reduced to suoh a state, is not the value of an appeal to 
the Grand Lodge greatly lessened ? Suppose he be reinstated, the 
fact cannot eradicate the unfavorable impression made by the notice of 
his expulsion ; and although he may be a just and upright man, be 
cannot escape the baneful effects of the injury inflicted. 

It is well known that a great proportion of Masonic trials are not 
properly or legally conducted, and any one who has not noticed this feet, 
will be astonished on perusing the reports of Grand Lodges to see bow 
many cases are sent back to Lodges, tQ be again tried, on account of 
irregular proceedings. Frequently, the charges are not correctly drawn ; 
proper notice is not given to the defendant ; testimony is not taken in 
the legal manner, or some other fatal informality is apparent, which 
renders the sentence nugatory. Yet, if all these be correct, it is no 
unfrequent occurrence for a Grand Lodge to examine into the merits of 
the case, and reverse the decision of the Subordinate, and reinstate 
the member convicted. 

A sentence so severe as expulsion from all the rights and benefits of 
Masonry, which stamps a lasting disgrace upon the member, should not 
be pronounced hastily, nor be looked upon as final, till it has been 
sanctioned by the highest Masonic tribunal which has jurisdiction over 
the matter ; and there are very few cases, if any, in which the ends of 
justice are promoted by giving Subordinate Lodges the privilege of 
making their expulsions public. The pernicious effects of such a 
course far outweigh any advantage to be derived from it 

We hope to see the resolution of the Grand Lodge of Michigan, 
empowering Lodges to publish notices of expulsions, rescinded, or 
so far modified, as to deprive it of its present objectionable features. 
If it be deemed inexpedient to annul it, let it be so far changed as to 
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give Subordinates the privilege of publishing notices of expulsions only 
in cases where notice of an appeal is not given by the defendant 
within a specified period , and then with the permission of the Grand 
Master. This is certainly as much scope as can be equitably given to 
Lodges, and give the member accused an opportunity to protect his 
rights and his reputation before the Grand Lodge. We trust the 
resolution referred to will be modified to the extent indicated. 

It will be seen that we do not advocate, as did our correspondent in 
our last number, that expulsions should not in any case be made known 
to the world. Although there are, perhaps, very few instances in 
which it is salutary to publish them, yet there are some in which it is 
necessary for the protection of Lodges and members. Many who are 
expelled, go about the countiy, claiming to be Masons in good standing, 
visiting Lodges, and obtaining pecuniary aid. Such men, or those who 
would be likely to act thus, should be placed before the world in their 
true characters. The habit, however, of publishing the name of every 
member who is expelled, we believe to be wrong ; it often inflicts a 
severer blow than is necessary, without promoting the ends of justice. 


Wom. — Masons are not always sufficiently circumspect in their ordi- 
ary relations to each other in society. How often do we find it the case, 
that brethren in the ordinary assemblages of the Lodge room, appear- 
ently work harmoniously, every act seems in strict conformity to the 
prescribed principles of the Order ; even the mutual obligations of 
fraternity and morality, are respected and observed. Let these very 
brethren emerge from the Lodge, engage in the active pursuits of 
every day life — bow often do we find their Masonic vows forgotten, 
and they, as men and citizens, engaging in bickerings and strife, and 
enacting scenes of hostility toward each other not only derogatory to 
their Masonic character, but disreputable as men. These irregulari- 
ties, doubtless, frequently originate from a want of proper admonition 
and instruction ; they nevertheless are of frequent occurrence, and 
demand prompt and efficient remedies for their removal. This can 
alone be accomplished, by Lodges exercising a strict surveilance over 
the irregularities of their members, raising the standard of moral 
excellence in strict conformity to our ancient landmarks, and permit- 
ting no modern innovation to change them. — Grand Master Holt, of 
Conn. 
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MASONIC BALLS ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO. 


[Extract from > Poem • by Bio. Cuius 0. Tit tun, ijota betwc tbs Hunk to- 
tensity, Bt. John’s Day, June 24th, 1857, at Providence, R. I.] 

What pleasant memories of the past 
Oar ancient Masons bring, 

What songs of glorious “ Auld Lang Syne ” 

Their veteran voices sing. 

When first in Newport’s sea-girt town, 

Late in the purple fall, 

More than a hundred years ago. 

Numbering but twelve in all. 

They met within a little room, 

And, ere the night was gone, 

Had worked a good masonic lodge, 

And named it for 8 t. Josh. 

Many the memories we might call 
To-night, if we stood in their ancient hall ; 

Many the fete and the whirling dance — 

Many the flashing, thrilling glance — 

Many the notes of music sweet, 

Kept to the time of fairy feet — 

Many the lovers and ladies all, 

Have danced in the jig in the Masons’ hall. 

If those old walls could talk like folks, 

We ’d split our sides at their cracking jokes ; 

Think of the stories they might tell 
Of flattering youth and blushing belle. 

And how his offers she must mar, 

By simpering gently, “ Ask my pa;” 

Think of the squeezes of little hands — 

Think of the old cotillion bands, 

With a flute's soft note and a fiddler’s scream, 

In u Money Musk” or the “ DeuiTi Dream” 

No doubt our grandmothers before 
Have danced all night on that springing floor. 

Our aged, time-worn grandsires now, 

With wrinkled face and furrowed brow, 

And little shriveled, trembling legs, 

For all the world like shrunken pegs. 

Long before you and I were bom, now take it as a warning, 

Have danced all night, till broad daylight. 

And gone home with the girls in the morning. 


• See Quarterly Review of Freemasonry, page 108. 
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PATRONAGE OF THE MASONIC PRESS. 

We commend to the careful perusal of our subscribers the following 
remarks of Bro. Hyveman, which are taken from the Mirror and 
Keystone : 

I s the Masonic Press supported as it ought to be by the members of 
the Fraternity ? Is the subscription price alone an equivalent for a 
publication devoted to the interests of Freemasonry r These are 
questions of inportance, more so than many may imagine. We hold 
there is as great a necessity for Freemasons to have a press to dissemi- 
nate light and information as exists in any other Institution, if- indeed 
the necessity be not greater, as Freemasonry is a science embracing all 
other sciences. This being the case, we consider it obligatory on the 
part of the membership of the Institution to contribute not only to its 
material support, but to aid in rendering it a vehicle worthy of the 
Fraternity whose principles it advocates. The character of the Insti- 
tution presupposes its membership to be of an enlightened and liberal 
class, and who cheerfully and gladly avail themselves of the oppor- 
tunities afforded to acquire information from every source, and particu- 
larly through the Press devoted to its interests. We regret, however, 
to say that the first question must be answered in the negative, — that 
“ the Masonic Press is not supported as it ought to be by the members 
of the Fraternity,” and it is also our opinion that the subscription 
price is not in all cases a fair equivalent for a publication devoted to 
the interest of the Craft. It must be remembered that a Masonic 
periodical has no government or municipal patronage, and must de- 
pend altogether upon the members of the Order for its support We 
consider it the bounden duty of every member of the Order to use his 
influence to increase the circulation of Masonic publications, as 
thereby he will be disseminating Masonic light and knowledge, and 
at the same time be sustaining toe Press and assisting the publisher as 
he ought to do ; nor is this all, but to supply him with such Masonic intel- 
ligence as will render the publication of interest The reader must not 
believe that this paper is published for his own pleasure and profit, 
and that his subscription alone supports it If he has found it to be 
useful to him in his Masonic experience, then it is his duty to exert 
himself in increasing its circulation, and thus he will be rendering an 
equivalent to the publisher as well as doing a service to the cause of 
Freemasonry. 

#♦##### 

There can be nothing more offensive to an editor than the expression 
occasionally made, mostly by the mercenary and selfish, that “ they 
gave the subscription for one year in order to patronize the publication 
and help it along.” In speaking for ourselves, we believe that we 

r ak the experience of the entire Masonic Press, that the above class 
more injury to the publisher than if they had never suscribed, as in 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



172 


THE ASHLAR. 


ninety-nine cases out of one hundred, he is sure to be a loser by this 
kind of patrons. The person who subscribes only to help along, as he 
kindly considers it, the publication, will take care not to notify the 
publisher at the close of the year to discontinue it, not he ; he is 
oblivious as to the time his subscription expires, and he will let the 
paper come for two, three, four and five years, and he will read it all 
that time, and when a bill is presented, or he is reminded that he is 
not square on the books, he will suffer the letters to remain un- 
answered, and suddenly apprised that the one year has expired, he 
will refuse to take the paper from the Post Office. And this is done 
by Masons who have covenanted not to wrong a Brother or see him 
wronged. The good Spirit save us from having many such patrons, 
say wq. 


Unpardonable Prejudice.* — There is more rank prejudice against 
Masonry and Masons yet extant than the superficial reader will observe 
As an evidence of this, in a recent publication styled “ The American 
Biographical Dictionary, by William Alden, D.D., 3d ed., 1857,” 
under the head of William Morgan, the following most astounding 
evidence of a prejudice as unchristian as it is unhistorical, appears 
44 The writer of this article published the following article a quarter 
of a century ago : — 4 Whether the institution of Masonry — with its 
false pretensions to antiquity, its mummeries, its ridiculous secrets, its 
horrible oaths and shocking blasphemies, all exposed to full light and 
red with the blood of its victim— can yet sustain itself in this land of 
law, and of morals, and of Christianity, assailed by 230 newspapers, 
established for the special purpose of overthrowing the institution, and 
with ten thousands of intelligent, patriotic and indignant men firowning 
upon it, remains to be seen. In the result the institution has disap- 
peared ; but recent attempts have been made to revive it.’ ” 

Now, if the Rev. W. Alden, D.D. supposes that a society of 
200,000 members is going to suffer such falsehoods as these to pas? 
down to history unquestioned, he is quite in an error; nor need hi? 
publishers wonder that no man, who desires a correct work of this sort, 
will purchase 44 The American Biographical Dictionary, by William 
Alden, D.D.,” while such a specimen of unadulterated prejudice and 
misstatement forms a part of it. 


* From the Quarterly Review of Freemaeonry. 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE REPORT ON FOREIGN 
CORRESPONDENCE.* 


The Illustrious Dead. 

Elisha Kbht Kane. The good man has gone to his rest. The icy head'* 
land, the midnight watch, the ocean ware, the southern breeze, the pleasant 
home, are all atike to him. His command, always cheerfully obeyed, will no 
more be heard ; that hand, which felt the pnlse and gave new life to the sick 
and fevered sailor, is powerless ; that voice, which inspired patience and 
courage and fortitude in every danger, which stilled discontent, which, like the 
low-toned music of the Eolian harp, earned comfort and rest to the sorrowing, 
is silent. 

But, his works praise him ; the sailor, in his nightly watch, ponders over his 
counsels, his tenderness, his solicitude for him, ana drops a tear to his memory ; 
his associates remember his devotion to science, to virtue and honor, and 
weep that one so young, should die so soon ; the Mason knows that everywhere 
he was a Mason, a gentleman and a Christian, exemplifying by his meekness, 
his constancy, his virtues, his dignity, and his love of country, all the virtues 
of the three. 


Duties or Masters. 

And your Committee would add, that it is the duty of the Master to instruct 
his subordinate officers, that the work may be done smoothly, with animation 
and due solemnity. A Master should know the dudes of every officer, and 
Bee that they fulfill them. No officer can excuse himself for non-attendance 
upon the meetings of the Lodge, except in case of sheer necessity. It does 
not speak well for the harmony or prosperity of a Lodge, to see its places filled 
temporarily from meeting to meeting. The Master should therefore require 
the attendance of the regular officers, or demand reasons for their absence, 
and should enforce attenaance, except in cases of necessary absence, by admo- 
nition, or by reprimand in open Lodge, and if these fail, by summons, the 
disobedience of which, may be followed by discipline and expulsion. No 
Master can enforce good discipline in his Lodge, if his officers are not obedient, 
attentive, and patterns of good conduct. 

The Master should have no favorites in his Lodge. He shonld stand upon 
the level with all. It is fatal to the harmony of the Lodge for a Master to 
be a ptttisan, or to be partial in the distribution of favors, or the meteing ont 
of iustice. If the obscure and unpopular members are dealt with, and the 
rich, talented or accomplished are suffered to go unwhipt of justice, the ad- 
ministration of the Master is regarded as being either weak, or designed for 
the benefit of a cabal, without regard to discipline. The Master then should 
possess the following qualifications : 

1 He shonld be a just man. 

2. He should be a pattern of good morals. 

3. He should be a benevolent and prudent man. 

4. He should be a firm and decided man. 

5. He should have the ability and will to enforce obedience. 

6. Ho should have courage to enforce discipline. 

7. He shonld be well versed in the laws and usages. 

8. He should know the ritual. 

9. He should be apt and willing to teach. 

10. He should have the character and ability to command respect in the 
chair. 


• The report from which these extracts are taken, was written by Bro. H. 0. Reynolds, 
and was adopted at the last communication of the Q. L. of Illinois. 
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It may be said that few are so qualified. That is true. Then let him be 
Master who comes the nearest to it* 


Sidr Degrees. 

One of the best evidences of improper material in our Lodges, is the desire 
to confer side degrees. Many who never participate in the regular business of 
the Lodge, are chief actors in these degrees. The Grand Master of California 
comes out decidedly against the whole concern. 

“ Circumstances have transpired daring the past year, which render it ad- 
visable that I should once more allude to the so-called 4 Side Degrees/— those 
fungous attachments to Masonry, which have fastened to its body as if they 
were a part and parcel of its existence. Whether consisting of mere idle 
ceremonies, or really aiming at usefulness, they are equally inadmissible, 
either as Masonic tests, or as affording the means of recognition to those who 
cannot be made Masons. If used as Masonic tests, they are an accnmnlstiofl 
on the body of Masonry, and consequently an innovation ; and he who would 
thus use them would subject himself to discipline for so evident an impropriety. 
If really Masonic, as they are generally, though improperly called, he who 
would confer them upon a person who, agreeably to the laws of our society 
cannot be made a Mason, would deserve expulsion for so gross a violation of 
those laws. And if not Masonic, as they most assuredly are not, he who con- 
fen them as such, practices deception, and is guilty of deceiving the unwary 
and confiding. Viewed in either light, they art unworthy our consideration ” 

The Committee to whom the subject was referred, reported the following 
resolution, viz. : 

“ Resolved , That the 4 Side Degrees/ so called , form no part of legitimate 
Masonry, and the conferring them hereafter within Masonic Lodge rooms, » 
prohibited throughout this jurisdiction.” 

The matter was then laid over until the next Gr. Com. 

Upon the recommendation of the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, the 
Grand Lodge of Virginia recommended the adoption of the following resolu- 
tion : 

44 Resolved, That the Grand Lod^e of Virginia disapprove and forbid the 
introduction in Virginia of 4 Adoptive Masonry/ or Side Degrees, and earn- 
estly recommend to the Subordinate Lodges to discontinue and repudiate all 
such connection.” 


Holt Scriptures. 

The Grand Lodge of Texas has made the following test of admission, 
unanimously : 

44 Resolved , That the Grand Lodge of Texas declares that a belief in dw 
Divine authenticity of the Holy Scriptures, is an indispensable pre-reqokite 
to Masonic admission ; and the Grand Lodge does not mean to exclude the 
Israelite, whom it does not regard as being disqualified for the mysteries of 
Freemasonry.” 

Your Committee cannot go to that extent. The Masonic Institution, is not 
a Christian one. Neither is it a Jewish one. Hiram, King of Tyre, was not 
a Jew, neither did he practice the Jewish rites. He recognized the govern- 
ment of a Supreme Being, and was as devout and conscientious as King 
Solomon. If the candidate be a man of good report ; if he be well recom- 
mended and of lawful age ; if he believes in God, the Supreme Governor of 
Heaven and Earth ; and if he puts his trust in that God, your Committee 
conceive that be has answered all that the Constitutions require. More than 
this, with all due respect to those who differ, seems to your Committee like 
sectarianism. Masons should be very guarded on this point. If an innovation 
of this character is tolerated, it may be difficult to stop short of fanaticism. 
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IOWA. — REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN 
CORRESPONDENCE. 


In our last number we had space barely to refer to the report drawn 
by Bro. Parvin, and submitted by the Committee on Foreign Corres- 
pondence, to the Grand Lodge of Iowa. 

Grand Master Howard, of California, having argued against com- 
plying with the old regulation that a Bro. must serve as Warden before 
he is elected Master, the report says : 

We shall not lake either lime or space to argue this proposition with him, 
though the Committee of one of the States successfully (as all might,) does ; 
but express not only our dissent but repugnance to this spirit of Young 
America, which holds so lightly things old and sacred. Old-fogy ism in politics 
having been exploded, the attack has been commenced upon the citadel of 
Masonry, and we are even now so taken up with new things that the old are 
passing away, and ere long, nnless a bold check be put upon the invader's 
hand, the ola landmarks will be removed, when Masonry will be no more. 

In reply to a question of Bro. Abell, the Grand Secretary of Cali- 
fornia, who are peers of past Grand Masters, Bro. Parvin very reason- 
ably answers, “ That all Master Masons are poors of all past Masters 
and past Grand Masters : 

We admit that the anting Grand Master and Master cannot be tried by either 
the Grand Lodge or the Lodge, but when once passed the Chair, they are sub- 
ject to all the laws and the same discipline that any brother, however humble, 
m subject to, and if there ever was or is any other law, will our Pacific brother 
point it out to us. 

Speaking of the standard form of By-Laws adopted by the Grand 
Lodge of Ohio, for its Subordinates, Bro. Whiting, the Grand Secre- 
tary of the District of Columbia, says : 

" The first is contained in the third article, and relates to the reception of 
petitions. It enacts, that petitions shall lie over at least from one stated meet- 
ing to another, * unless by a vote of three-fourths of the members present, 
they shall be regarded cases of emergency ; in which case, by a unanimous 
vote a ballot may be had.* Your Committee had supposed that no principle 
of Masonic law was more clearly settled by the old regulations, or more un- 
reservedly admitted, than that a month shall elapse between the application 
and acceptance of a candidate, nnless the dispensing power of the Grand 
Master be interposed.'* 

The report thus coincides : 

In this condemnation we heartily join. Such a law, if made by a Subordi- 
nate Lodge, should and would never meet the approval of a conservative 
Grand Lodge ; and for a Grand Lodge to present such a wanton violation of a 
faudamenud principle for the practice of its subordinates, is indeed surprising. 
In matters of a local character, we hold each Grand Lodge to be above censure 
of its sister Grand Lodges, but in the making of Masons every Grand Lodge 
in the country and the world is deeply interested, and none should remain 
silent and see the most conservative law of the Order thus set at nought It 
is enough, nay often times too much for our good, that the dispensing power is 
vested m one man, whose age and reputation are some checks upon rashness ; 
bnt to legislate this most abominable of all Masonic doctrines, “cases of 
emergency, within the reach and jurisdiction of every Lodge in the land, is 
throwing open oar doors to the world, and Masonry will no longer remain a 
ealed book. 
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MASONIC ITEMS. 


KF** The following are the officers of Marquette Lodge, Michigan, 
which organized on the 10th September, U. D. : George T. Barney, 
Master ; C. Danskerly, S. W. ; G. P. Cummings, J. W. ; J. P. St. 
Clair, Sec. Regular meetings are held on the first Monday in each 
month. 

Philadelphia Soy. Consis. S.P.R.S. 32nd. — Chas. P. Anderson, 
Illus. Com.-in-Chief ; Francis Blackburns, 1st. Lieut Com. ; An- 
thony E. Stocker, M. D., 2nd Lieut. Com. ; Jeremiah L. Hutche- 
son, Gr. M. of C. ; John L. Goddard, Gr. C. of G. 

Kilwinning Chapter Rose+H.R.D.M. — Anthony E. Stocker, 
M. D., M. W. ; John L. Goddard, S. W. ; Jeremiah L. Hutchin- 
son, J. W. ; Francis Blackburne, M. of C. ; Chas. P. Anderson, 
C. of G. 

Db Joinville Council op P. of Jerusalem. — William E. Hai* 
pur, M. Eq. Soy. ; Jeremiah L. Hutchinson, M. H. P. ; John L 
Goddard, S. G. W. ; Francis Blackburns, J. G. W. ; Chas. P. An- 
derson, G. C. of G. ; Anthony E. Stocker, M. D., G. M. of C. 

Raymond Grand Lodge op Perfection. — Jeremiah L. Hutchin- 
son, T. P. G. M. ; Francis Blackburne, H. K. T. ; Chas. P. An- 
derson, S. G. W. ; Anthony E. Stocker, M. D., J. G. W. ; Wm. E. 
Harpur, G. M. of C. ; John L. Goddard, G. C. of G. 

Withdrawn from the General Grand Chapter. — The Grand 
Chapter of Kentucky, at its annual conYocation in October last, 
adopted the following resolution : 

Resolved, That this Grand Chapter hereby dissolves its connection with the 
General Grand Chapter of the United States, and that the subordinates of this 
Grand Chapter govern themselves accordingly. 

Grand Council in Wisconsin. — The officers of the several coun- 
cils of R. and S. Masters in Wisconsin, met at Janesville on the 29th 
of October last, and formed a Grand Council for the State. The offi- 
cers of the Grand Council for the ensuing year, are : T. HI. Comp., 
James Collins, G. Puissant ; Most HI. Comp., William Murdoek, D.G. 
Puissant; HI. Comp., A. S. Wood, G. T. HI. ; HI. Comp., M. B. 
Keyes, G. P. Conductor; 111. Comp., C. Loftus Martin, G. Capt. 
Guard ; 111. Comp., A. Baldwin, G. Treasurer ; HI. Comp., Chas. C. 
Cheney, G. Recorder; HI. Comp., Rev. J. West Miller, G. Chaplain) 
HI. Comp., Freeman Tyler, G. Sentinel. 
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EXPELLED. 

* 

Pinckney, Mich., Sept 80, 1857. 

Mr. A. Weston : 

Dear Sir and Bro. : — At a regular communication of Livingston 
Lodge No- 76 of Free and Accepted Masons, [Mich.] held. September 
29th, 1857, Bro. John Broughton was expelled from all the rights and 
benefits of Masonry for unmasonie conduct. Will you please publish 
it in The Ashlar, by direction of Livingston Lodge. 

WM. R. BERTWISTLE, See. pro tem. 


Three Rivers, Mich., Oct. 8, 1857. 

Mm. A. Wketon : 

Dear Sir and Bro . : — At a regular communication of Three River 
Lodge No. 57, [Mich.] held September 29th, 1857, Mr. Sterling F. 
Harding was expelled from all the privileges and benefits of Masonry, 
and the same ordered published in The Ashlar. 

Fraternally, yours, 

D. M. BATEMAN, 

Sec. of Three Rivers Lodge No. 57 of F. and A. M. 


MARRIED, 

In New York City, on Tuesday evening, October 20, by Rev. J. B. Wakely, 
Bro. William S. Pease, Editor of the Battle Creek Jeffersonian, and Miss 
Julia M. Tbn Brobck, of New York. 


DIED, 

Of consumption, at Eaton Rapids, on the 16th of October, Bro. Harris W. 
Snyder, aged thirty-one years. 

The following preamble and resolutions were adopted by the Eaton Rapids 
Lodge of F. and A. M., on the announcement of the death of Bro. Snyder : 

Vhiuai, It ha* pleased the 8upreme Architect of the Universe to remove from our 
midrt. under circumstance* to us and to the few remaining members of hie family truly 
affile ting, our worthy Bro. Hauus W. 8nyd*r, therefore be it— 

Resotred. That In thle dispensation of Providence, thin Lodge has been deprived of a 
worthy and a beloved Brother, who haa endeared himself to all by his manliness of charac- 
ter. and his Arm attachment to the principles of Masonry. 

Resolvtd, That in the death of our lamented Brother, the surviving members of his fam- 
ily have lost an affectionate brother, and society has bean deprived of an honorable and 
upright citisen. 

Rrsotved, That to all the friends of the deceased, and especially to his afflicted sister, Mias 
Harriet Snyder, who has been called upon to watch over him in his painful and protractad 
illness, we tender our wannest sympathies In this afflicting bereavement. 

Risolvtd, That our worthy Secretary be instructed to transmit a copy of the above pre- 
table and resolutions, under the seal of the Lodge, to the members of the fhmily of the 
dsceased Brother, and also a copy to T as Asblae for publication. 

J. Q. A. SESSIONS, Secretary. 

Ratos Barms, October 16, 1857. 

12 — vol. ni. ho* iv. 
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On the 5th inst., at 4 o’clock a. m., at her residence in Westville, Mrs. Julia 
H., consort of Mr Joel W. Foster, aged twenty years, eleven months, and 
twenty days. 

At a called meeting of Weetrille Lodge No. 192 of A. F. and A. M., at their 
Lodge Hall, on Tuesday evening, the 6th inst., the following preamble and 
resolutions were adopted : 

Whrrras, It has pleased the Supreme Grand Muter to eall from this earthly Lodge to hb 
celestial Lodge on high, the companion of our worthy 8enlor Warden, J. W. Foster, therefore 
be it — 

Resolved, That we deeply sympathise with our Brother in his bereavement, by which he 
has lost his earthly companion, and by whleh the community has lost a useful member of 
soeiety. 

Resolved, That we tender to our esteemed Brother, in the hour of his deep affliction, oez 
sympathy and condolence. 

Resolved , That a copy of them resolutions be presented to our Brother, and also to the 
Westville Herald and Tu Ashlar for publication. 


At a special communication of Austin Lodge No. 48, the following preamble 
and resolutions were unanimously adopted : 

Whrrras, It has pleased the Supreme Ruler of the Universe to call from his labor on earth 
to everlasting refreshments above, our worthy Bro* Gorrrlius Davis, who departed this fifr 
on the 14th day of August, 1867, Rged 66 yean ; and 

Whereas , Although gone from among us, he is not forgotten. Those with whom be awo- 
ciated will ever remember his kind and bland manner, and ever will think of him and chetifo 
his memory when the world will have forgotten him, and, when in oouncll for the welfare «f 
those who yet live, he will be remembered by ns, and his name cherished as ona who art as 
example worthy of imitation. Therefore — 

Resolved, That in the death of Bro. Davis, the Fraternity has lost a worthy member, Ike 
wife a kind and affectionate husband, the family a kind and loving father, and the comm asitj 
an upright and honorable citizen. 

Resolved , That, as members of this Lodge, we offer our warmest sympathy to the bewared 
family and friends of onr deoaased Brother, and that in compliance with his special rcqnat 
and in the discharge of the duty imposed by the considerations of Brotherly love and esteem, 
we did, on the 16th inst., proceed in a body and paid the last tribute of respect to his mem- 
ory, and committed his remains to their final resting place, as prescribed by the ustgas of 
our ancient and honorable Order. 

Resolved , That a copy of the foregoing preamble and resolutions be transmitted by tb* 
Secretary to the family of our deoaased Brother, and to the editor of Thx Ashlar tor pub- 
lication. 

BELA COGSHALL, 

D. A. WRIGHT, 

(bmmiuet. 


Whkrias. It has pleased the Supreme Ruler of the Universe, in his infinite wisdom, to re- 
move from nis labors on earth onr worthy and beloved Brother, Wkluhotoh Davis, vbo de- 
parted this life on the 1st day of November, 1857, aged forty-two years ; and, 

Whereas , The Brother, whose loss we deplore, nad long been a resident among ns, and it 
has often been onr pleasure to enjoy the amenities of hospitality of that home of whkh be 
was the head and sun, we deem this an appropriate opportunity to assure the smitten one* 
there of the profoundest sympathy of onr hearts; therefore, 

Resolved . That In this dispensation of Divine Providence, the Fraternity has lost a worth; 
member, who loved our Institution, who patronized our assemblies, who loved to meet with 
uz on the level, and who joined heart and hand in promoting the principles and welhre of 
onr Order, and whose heart was aver opan to the calls of distress, and whose hand was era 
ready to grant relief. 

Resolved , That In the death of Bro. Davis, the community have lost an upright end be- 
loved citizen, the wife a kind and tender husband, the family a loving and affectionate fatten 
and that we offer the bereaved widow and orphans, and to the relatives and friends of oar 
deceased Brother, our sincere condolence, and may He who said, “ Let there be light,” sod 
there was light, and who “ tempers the winds to the shorn lamb,” be the father of tb* 
fatherless and the widow’s God. 

Resolved , That in compliance with the request of our Brother, and in discharge of tb* 
duty imposed by considerations of brotherly love and esteem, we will now proceed in a bod; 
to pay the last tribute of respect to his memory, prescribed by the usages of our ancient tod 
honorable Order. 

Resolved , That a copy of the foregoing preamble and resolutions be furnished by the Sec- 
retary. under seal of this Lodge, to the fiimily of the deceased, and also to the editors of the 
Port Huron Commercial and THl Ashlar, with a request that they publish the same. 

J. H. VANDERBURGH, 

Port Hdrox. Secretary Pine Grove Lodgt 
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EDITOR’S TABLE 


Discontinuances. — We have a serious word to say to our old sub- 
scribers who are indebted to us for subscriptions. In the Editor’s 
Table of the eleventh and twelfth numbers of volume second, we re- 
quested all who intended to discontinue, to give us notioe of the foot, 
or the third volume would be forwarded to them. To enable all to see 
this notice, we also had it inserted in large letters on the outside of the 
cover of number twelve. Notwithstanding this, many Brethren have 
taken three numbers of volume three, ana then sent us word to dis- 
continue. This is neither fair nor right The excuse given often is 
“ the hard times.’’ Each Brother should remember that hard times 
affect us as much as him, and that we rely upon his indebtedness to us to 
pay the liabilities which we have assumed. We appeal to him, therefore, 
as a Brother, to say whether he is justified in taking two or three num- 
bers of a volume, and then discontinuing. Under the circumstances, 
we most certainly think he is not. We now give notioe that we cannot 
in justice to our creditors, do otherwise than consider as subscribers 
those whose names are now on our books, and look to them for pecu- 
niary aid to meet expenses. 

If in any case a Brother has sent notice to discontinue, and there is 
any neglect or inadvertency on our part, we will readily erase his name 
from our books. There are a few who have given notioe to discontinue, 
but have foiled to give their post-office' address. We do not, therefore, 
know where to find their names on our books. 


Absence from home must be our excuse for not answering 
punctually many letters addressed to us. 


BF- We have received a large number of Masonic documents, which 
we have not had time to notioe. Our thanks are returned to those who 
forwarded them. 


The first and second numbers of the new Quarterly Magazine, 
entitled the “ American Quarterly Review of Freemasonry,” have just 
reached us. We need hardly say it is a work of great literary and 
Masonic merit. Bro. Mackey, the accomplished editor, is too well 
known to require any favorable comments from us. His reputation as 
a learned Mason is not eclipsed by that of any other living member of 
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the Order. The style of the work in every way corresponds with the 
valuable matter which it contains. It is beautifully printed on clear 
white paper of excellent quality, and will compare in this respect with 
any magazine in the country. Each number contains one hundred and 
forty-eight pages. The subscription price is three dollars per annum. 
It is published on the 1st of July, 1st of October, 1st of January and 
1st of April. We hope it will receive the patronage which it merits— 
and that is a liberal one. 


The American Freemason. — We have received the first number 
of Bro. Brennan’8 new work. It is in pamphlet form, and neatly 
printed. It contains a variety of interesting matter ; it has eighty 
pages, and the subscription price is three dollars per annum. The 
work commences with the January number. Those who desire to 
patronize the work have ample opportunity to send in their sub- 
scriptions. 


OF* We find in the Freemasons* Monthly Magazine the following 
extract from a letter of a correspondent in Buenos Ayres, S. A. : 

We celebrated St. John's Day very pleasantly and satisfactorily. The Eng- 
lish Lodge (Excelsior No. 900) gave a magnificent entertainment, after the 
installation of officers for the ensuing year, which ceremony of installation wti 
very imposing and perfectly well executed. I fancy the * natives * learnt some- 
thing ; their ritual being French, and somewhat peculiar, as I suppose you 
know. The officers of the three native Lodges dined with us, making the 
number at the table sixty-two. A more brotherly and convivial party never 
met. Bro. William C. Thompson, of the firm of Messrs. J. C. T. & Co., is 
the new W. Master — Bro. Fora, the English Episcopal clergyman, retiring. 


[IF* We have received notice of the death of Bro. Jas. R. Brown, 
of Henry, 111., but no particulars. “He was a worthy, benevolent 
and true-hearted Mason/* and his loss is deeply felt by the Fraternity. 
We have also received notice of the deatn of Bro. Sheppard, of 
Gerard Lodge. 


An Im poster. — We have received a document from Bro. R. W. T. 
Daniel, Grand Secretary of Mississippi, giving an account of an im- 
poster styling himself Jules Fuger cuius Dr. Jules De Dremoran. 

“ He is a native of France, has a fine appearance, no doubt a well 
educated man, above five feet ten inches high, well formed, and veiy 
good looking. He pretends sometimes that he cannot understand or 
talk English, but he can understand and talk it well.** 


OF* The Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada has organized as an 
independent Grand Lodge, under the name of “ The Ancient Grand 
Lodge of Canada.** Sir Allan McNab is Grand Master. We shall 
refer at length to this subject in a future number. 
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Written tor Thb Ashlar. 

FACTS vs. PHBJTJDIOB. 


“ Charles, you wrong my father and me when yon talk thus. Father's 
prejndices are strong, hut he is honest in his opinions, and yon should seek to 
change his views by the use of reason. My affection for you, you cannot doubt, 
and it grieves me sorely to hear you speak so harshly of my father, and so 
unkindly to me." 

“ Forgive me, Maria, I was much excited, and my remarks were too severe. 
Believe me, my dear girl, I will not thus again unjustly offend you ; but I can- 
not help getting exasperated at your father's stubborn opposition to our union. 
If he objected to my moral character — to my family, or to my want of ability, 
I would not care half so much. His objection might then be removed, as you 
sa y, by the aid of reason ; but to remove an objection founded upon prejudice 
of the most stubborn kind — it is a task which I begin to fear is beyond my 
power, for I every day realise the truth of the saying, ‘ there are none so blind 
as those who won't see.' " 

" That the task is no light one, I well know, but when it shall be accom- 
plished the victory will be complete, and from a stem opponent, father will be 
turned into a warm friend." 

“ That would be all well enough, my dear Maria, if we should not have to 
wait for your father’s conversion ; but if our union must be delayed till he 
gives up his prejndices, I see before us long, dreary yean. How long must we 
wait fbr a change in your father's views ? " 

“ Charles, I experience as strongly as you can, the feelings which you express. 
To me, this delay which separates me so often and so long from you, seems 
most cruel and almost insufferable; but think, my dear Charles, what misery 
it would cause me to offend my father, and encounter his stem will. Such a 
state of things would break my heart, and make us both miserable." 

“ Well, well, my darling girl, we will drop this subject. Come, let us have 
no shedding of tears — those will come soon enough. We are young, and have 
long lives before ub. We will do as ybu advise, and wait, if it be for years." 

Such was the conversation which took place between Charles Anderson and 
Maria Sargent. Charles was a young lawyer, about twenty-three years of age, 
who was practicing law m a flourishing town in the interior of the State of 
New York. Maria, whose affections he had won, was the daughter of Mr. 
William Sargent, a man of ample property and extensively engaged in busi- 
ness. He was one of those cast-iron men, whose wills are firmer than steel, 
for they can be neither bent nor broken. His wife had died some years before, 
and he was still a widower. Maria, his only child, was eighteen years of age. 

It was three w^eks after the conversation related above, some thirty yearrf 
ago, that Mr. Sargent was sitting in his parlor perusing the daily paper. At the 
table sat his sister Sarah — or “ aunt Sarah,” as she was generally known, who 
took charge of the housekeeping — and his daughter. “ Strange how infatuated 
men will become,” said Mr. Sargent, suddenly, “ how they will sink their 
moral nature under the cloak of virtue 1 " 

Neither of the ladies made reply— each applied herself more closely to her 
work, as if fearful that some unpleasant topic was about to be introduced. 
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“ I declare/* coo tinned Mr. S., “ I can have no patience with such wretches— 
they would sell their birth-right for a mess of pottage, and their country for 
gold. Maria, it is well for yon to heed these things, and consider them. Here 
is another account of a Mason having stolen a horse, and then when arrested, 
being liberated by a Brother Mason. What more evidence do you want of the 
iniquity of that Institution 1 Every day the papers are filled with facts which 
show that Freemasons encourage and shield each other in all sorts of diabolical 
acts — that, like the Jesuits, they are linked together to devour those outside the 
Order, and to perform all sorts of nefarious deeds. Their corruption extends 
everywhere — to the national and State governments — to the courts of justice, 
the jury box and the church. They are like midnight assassins — they strike 
in the dark, and their victim knows not whence comes the blow/* 

“ These accounts, William/* timidly remarked his sister, “ may not be cor- 
rect*’ 

“ Correct, Sarah ! why you talk like a child. Have we not had evidence in 
court, given under oath by seceding Masons, who tell us the abominable oaths 
which bind these lawless men together ! and have I not seen enough myself to 
confirm my opinion ! Why was it that that scamp Mallory was let out of jail 
on the bail of three thousand dollars ? He was a Mason, and the judge who 
allowed the bail was a Mason. No, no, these facts are too well authenticated— 
the evidence is too black and damning. I would fain believe otherwise, but I 
cannot. And, Maria, I can never give my consent to your marriage with 
Charles Anderson till he renounces his heresy. I learned yesterday that he 
holds an office in the Lodge here, and regularly attends its meetings. If this 
continues I must put a stop to your intimacy — I have permitted it thus long, 
hoping to see a change in his views.** 

Poor Maria’s heart sank within her at these words, for she knew that her 
father meant exactly what he said. She summoned courage, however, to reply. 

“ Father, is not Charles* character and his past conduct a guarantee that he 
is not a participator in the wrongs of which you speak ? I know he would not 
bo guilty of the sins you charge upon the Masons.*' 

“ I do not suppose, my child, that Charles has himself committed any hein- 
ous act — he is young in the Order, and his intentions are good. He is, how- 
ever, in the evil path — he is linked by oaths with murderers and thieves— do 
not cry, Maria, I do not mean to hold Charles responsible, directly, for the 
wrongs which the Masons have done. He should not sustain an institution 
which is guilty of such bad practices.*' 

It was evident from the tone of Mr. Sargent that he sought to wound his 
daughter’s feelings as little as possible. After a moment’s pause, he continued: 

“ The fact that I have permitted Charles to visit the house and see you, 
shows that I have not regarded him as one personally implicated in the sins of 
the society.” — At this point the door bell rang, and Maria hastened to meet 
Charles and conduct him into a room where he would not encounter her father. 

" Sarah,” said Mr. S., when Maria was gone, “ I dislike much to take the 
step — it grieves me to wound Maria’s feelings, but I must soon forbid Charles 
the house.” 

" Oh ! brother, I hope you will not do it at present — at least take a little 
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time to accustom Maria to the fact, and when it comes, the force of the blow 
will be somewhat broken. 1 ’ 

“ I will not act hastily, Sarah, hot my mind is made op, and my intentions 
shall be carried out.” 

* a#**#*#*# 

It was a bright Jane morning. All nature seemed to smile, and the birds on 
every branch sang a merry carol, and the insects chirped gaily, as though there 
were no sorrowing hearts in the world — as though all were as joyful as them- 
selves. Bnt there were two very sad hearts amid those blithesome sounds. 
Along a green lane, shaded by trees, walked Chdrles Anderson and Maria Sar- 
gent. Both appeared melancholy, and it was evident that their sorrow had 
drawn tears from their eyes. 

“ Well,” said Charles, “ if it must be so, it must ; I submit to wait, if it be 
a thousand years, but do not again suggest the idea of my renouncing my Ma- 
sonic faith — I could not do so without incurring the most unjust accusations — 
without doing injustice to those noble men who have suffered, and are still suf- 
fering so much for an institution as pure and spotless as the driven snow. 
You would respect me less if I should do so, and I should despise myself.” 

“ You are right, Charles ; you cannot act differently without sacrificing yuor 
self-respect. But oh ! it is so painful to give up your visits ; and then in a few 
days it must be known that father has prohibited you the house, and if we 
meet in the street we shall be subjected to so many remarks. Oh 1 Charles” — 
the poor girl’s sobs gave evidence that she spoke from the depths of her heart. 

Charles sought to cheer her up by assuming a cheerful tone, and both sought 
consolation in the fact that they loved each other beyond all contingency. The 
walk was a long one and a sad one, and the two lovers parted, having for the 
thousandth time given each other assurances of their fidelity, 
a*##****## 

Mr. Sargent, though a man of prejudice, was kind hearted and benevolent, 
and many were the poor and disconsolate who thanked him from the bottom of 
their hearts for the aid which he administered. It was a blustering rainy day 
as be was approaching the house of Mrs. Jameson, a widow woman, whom he 
had accidentally found in destitute circumstances some weeks before. He 
perceived, as be approached the bouse, a physician come out and ride away. 
This led him to think Mrs. J. or some of her family might be sick, and knowing 
that she had but few acquaintances, and was a new-comer, his good nature was 
aroused. He entered the house and found the widow anxiously watching over 
the bed of her little son, whose life was in critical danger. Aronnd the room, 
be saw several kinds of provision placed in positions as though they had been 
recently brought into the house. On inquiry, he learned that Mrs. J. desired 
no assistance — that a physician had kindly offered to attend her child, and that 
meat, bread, and other necessaries of life, were at her command. 

“ My good woman,” said Mr. S., 11 who is so kind as to give you these 
things V* 

“ I do not know,” replied the widow, “ they were brought here by a dray- 
man, who said they were for me.” 

** And you do not know to whom you are indebted for them ? ” rejoined Mr. 
Sargent. 
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“ No— unless it be to yon,” said Mrs. J., bursting into tears. 

“ Not to me, I assure yon, although if you need anything, I should like to 
senre you. I see Dr. Adams attends your child ; when did you apply to him ? ” 

“ I did not apply to him/’ said the widow, again sobbing ; “ he came three 
days ago, and said he was sent here to see my child. I could learn nothing 
more from him.” 

“ This is singular,” remarked Mr. S., musingly, “ but I am glad to find yo* 
hare friends, and you may count me among the number.” 

#*#♦*«***• 

Mr. Sargent was suddenly called to leave home on urgent business. The 
journey was quite a long one, but he concluded to take his daughter with him, 
as he thought a change would raise her spirits and benefit her health. Maris 
and Charles had scarcely met for weeks, and the unhappiness to which she was 
subjected was wearing on her frame. 

Mr. Sargent, on arriving at a hotel in one of the cities of Western New York, 
discovered that by the aid of some light-fingered gentleman he had been relieved 
of his pocket book, containing all the money which he had for travelling pur- 
poses, and several papers of value. He explored every place where he thought 
there was a chance to find it, but in vain. At last he gave it up as irretrievably 
lost. He was now in rather an unpleasant dilemma. He had no acquaintances 
in the city, and it was necessary for him to proceed on his journey without deity 
Telegraphs were not then in operation, and no railroad was built to the place 
where he was stopping. Revolving the matter over in his mind, with great 
perplexity he sought his daughter, and was surprised to find her in the ladies' 
parlor with Charles Anderson. They had met accidentally, and were both 
a little flurried at the sudden appearance of the father. He was too much 
engrossed with his loss to talk of anything else. Charles offered to loan Mr. 
Sargent what little means he had with him, but it was altogether too small to 
meet the exigency of the case, and was declined. In a few minutes Chartos 
departed, stating that he had business to attend to, and must take the next 
public conveyance for home. 

Mr. Sargent, much against his will, endeavored to procure money of the 
landlord, making a full statement of his difficulty and the importance of hi* 
business which would not brook delay. It was in vain — the landlord did not 
know him — his story was plausible, but it would not bring money. Chagrined 
and mortified, he was contemplating what step to take, when a stranger sp- 
proached him, saying, “ is this Mr. Sargent ? ” 

“ It is,” said Mr. S. 

“ Be kind enough to sign this note,” said the stranger, at the same time pre- 
senting a piece of paper, “ and I will deliver to you this package of money, 
which contains two hundred dollars.” 

Mr. S. looked at the speaker in amazement. 

“ Count the money,” continued the stranger, “ and see if it is right.” 

“ But, sir,” ejaculated Mr. Sargent. 

M Be kind enough not to detain me, my dear sir,” interrupted the unknown 
man, “ my business is urgent. If you wish this money to proceed on yonr 
journey, you can hare it. The note is payable in three months, with interest. 
If you desire to pay it sooner, you can do so.” 
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" To whom am I indebted ? ” 

“ To no one/' said the strange gentleman, quickly. " You see the money is 
right— will you sign the note ? ** 

The note was signed, when Mr. S. was about to make further inquiries ; before 
he bad time to do so, the stranger, almost without ceremony, seized the note 
end disappeared. 

“ What does all this mean ? ” thought Mr. S. to himself, “ the note was pay- 
able to ( Messrs. Judson & Brother* — who are they ? 1*11 find out, if it be a 
possible thing.** He accordingly inquired, and learned that they were a large 
business firm in the city. To assure himself that there was no mistake or 
fraud, he called on Messrs. Judson & Brother. 

“ Is Mr. Judson or his brother in ? ** he inquired, as he entered the store. 
“ I am the brother in the firm,** said a respectable looking young man. 

Mr. Sargent made known his business, and was assured that everything 
was all right. “ But,** said he, “ how did you know that I wanted money, 
sod how came you to loan me on my individual note ? ** 

“ We are willing to run the risk,'* Mr. Judson replied — “ but, really sir, you 
must excuse me, I have business of importance which needs immediate atten- 
tion.** 

Mr. Sargent proceeded on his journey, wondering at the curious incidents 
which mark the path of life. He arrived at his place of destination just in 
time to secure a claim of eight thousand dollars, and on his return home he 
forwarded to the firm of Messrs. Judson and Brother three hundred dollart, 
thanking them for their kindness, and saying he would rather have paid a thou- 
sand than been delayed a day. The next return mail brought back one hun- 
dred dollars, with a letter from Messrs. Judson and Brother, saying they could 
reejiTe only what they were equitably entitled to. 
*,****«*«*# 

“ I am confident I shall lose the case,** said Mr. 8argent at the dinner table, 
" there are four Masons on the jury ; one of them, Jake Beekman, knows that 
I am an anti-Mason. The attorney employed against me is a Mason, and the 
judge is a Mason. I tried to have the trial put off, but I could not do it, and 
now I must be beaten, not on the merits of the case, but by secret and diaboli- 
cal combinations. It*s all a farce, and I might as well give up the case.** 

" It seems to me you are unnecessarily alarmed,’* said his sister, “ if only 
far of the twelve jurymen are Masons — ** 

“Alarmed I am,** interrupted Mr. S., “ but not unnecessarily. They will 
manage to carry the rest with them, or if they do not, they will not agree, and 
I shall be put to the expense of another trial. My case is a clear one, and 
were it not for those rascals I should get it without doubt.** 

Such was the strain in which Mr. Sargent continued during the whole dinner- 
tune, much to the annoyance of his sister and daughter. 

At the opening of court, he was found by the side of his connsel, ready to 
proceed with his lawsuit. His evidence was put in during the morning, and it 
remained for the defence to produce their witnesses. The first called, was John 
Black, the blacksmith, or, as he was familiarly known, Jack Black. 

M He is one of the vilest Masons in the town,** whispered Mr. Sargent to his 
counsel. 
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The attorney for the defendant asked the nsnal preliminary questions as to 
his name, residence, &c., and proceeded as follows : 

“ Now Mr. Black, if you ever heard any conversation between the plaintiff 
and defendant respecting these horses, or the sale of them, you will state what 
it was.” 

Witness. “ I heard Mr. Sargent and Mr. Johnson talking about the hones 
last February. Mr. Johnson said one was lame, and therefore should not pay 
the price agreed on.” 

Counsel jor Deft. “ Well, was anything else said.” 

Witness. “ Why, yes ! Mr. Sargent said if he’d prove the horse was lame 
he needn’t pay anything for them.” 

Counsel for Deft. “ There, wait a moment — said he needn’t pay anything 
for them. Do you know whether either of the horses was lame ? ” 

Witness. “ One was lame at that time, and had been, to my knowledge, for 
some weeks.” 

Mr. Sargent’s attorney next cross-examined the witness. 

“ Mr. Black, you say that Mr. Sargent told Mr. Johnson, the defendant, that 
if either of the horses was lame he needn’t pay for them 1 ” 

Witness. “ Tes, that was the purport of his remarks — he may not hare used 
precisely those words.” 

Attorney for Plff. “ Now, Mr. Black, refresh your memory, and tell ms 
whether Mr. Sargent did not say that Mr. Johnson need not pay for them if 
the horse was lame at the time he sold them f ” 

Witness, (scratching his head and thinking.) “ It strikes me there was some 
reference made in his remarks to the time of sale, but whether it was in that 
connection or not, I cannot tell.” 

Attorney for Plff. “Then you cannot say he did not use the qualifying 
words ? ” 

Witness. “ I certainly cannot.” 

Attorney for Plff. “ Did not Mr. Sargent say that the horses were Bound 
when he sold them 1 ” 

Witness. “ He did.” 

Attorney for Plff. •• Who was present during this conversation beside yon, 
the defendant and plaintiff? ” 

Witness. “ No one.” 

It was intended to prove by Black that Mr. Sargent had acknowledged that 
the agreement was, that if either of the horses turned out to be lame, the defend* 
ant need not pay the price stipulated. He, with candor, told the circumstances 
just as he remembered them, much to the astonishment of Mr. Sargent, who 
believed his Masonry would cause him to swear the case entirely on Johnson’s 
side. When Black took his seat Mr. Sargent breathed freer, but said not a 
word. His silence was more ominous than his speech. 

The case was given to the jury after elaborate arguments, and a long charge 
from the judge. They were out one hour, and brought in a verdict for the 
full amount claimed by the plaintiff. That evening Mr. Haxewell, the counsel 
of Mr. Sargent, took tea with his client, and the conversation naturally turned 
upon the case. 
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44 It vu all clear enough,” said Hr. Sargent, 44 and had it not been for those 
Masons on the jury, a verdict would have been rendered in five minutes/' 

“ That might have been/’ said Mr. Hazewell, “ but it would have been in 
favor of the defendant.” i 

“ Why so/’ inquired Hr. S., somewhat astonished at the cool remark of his 
counsel. 

14 Because one Mason and six others on the panel were against you ; and it 
was principally by the influence of those who were Masons, that the case was 
decided in your favor.” 

“ It was a Jesuit’s trick, then,” said Mr. Sargent, evidently staggered and 
rendered very uncomfortable. His sister and daughter rejoiced inwardly, al- 
though they did not venture to say a word. 

**♦♦###♦♦# 

Mr. Sargent was sitting at his desk, busily engaged in writing, when Charles 
Anderson entered his counting-room. 

" Can 1 see you alone a few minutes ? ” said Charles, in a voice somewhat 
tremulous. 

14 Certainly ; walk into this room,” said Mr. S., at the same time leading the 
way into a small apartment. 

44 1 have called to see you,” said Anderson, 44 on business of much import- 
ance, and I may as well be frank to say it involves my happiness and your 
daughter’s.” 

Mr. Sargent received the announcement with dignity, and simply said, 
“Proceed, sir.” 

The words were uttered so coldly that Charles’ heart sank within him ; he 
kaew too well the sternness of the man. 

44 You have for a long time opposed the onion of liana and myself, bo- 
esnse” 

44 You are a Mason,” said Mr. Sargent, very quickly. 44 It is true, and on 
that ground I withhold my consent now.” 

"I have waited patiently,” replied Anderson, 44 hoping you might change 
your views” 

44 Change my views,” said Mr. Sargent, with some feeling, 44 change my 
views ! I ” he hesitated, appeared a little embarrassed, bat quickly re- 

sumed—* 4 when I change them I will let yon know.” 

44 You have required as a condition of oar union, that I renounce Masonry ? ” 

44 1 did tell Maria so,” was the reply. 

44 1 would, sir, if I could, comply with your request, but every principle of 
jwtice and honor forbid. The Institution, I love and revere ; to me, it has been a 
school of the purest morality — beautiful and sublime — hoary with age and ven- 
erable.” 

This was said with much feeling, and almost unconsciously. There was a 
pure for a moment, when Charles added, 44 Tour daughter is dear to me, 
very dear— dear as life itself— but if I cannot win her without sacrificing honor 
tnd self-respect, I must submit to my fate. Her consent I had long ago, and 
I have come, by her advice, to seek yours.” 

The last words were uttered in a tone which betrayed the feelings of doubt 
ad fesr in the mind of the speaker. At this juncture of affairs, they wove 
interrupted by a knock at the door. Mrs. Jameson was admitted. On seeing 
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Charles, she stopped suddenly, and looking intently at him, forgot to salute 
Mr. Sargent, who was evidently surprised at her manner. Charles was not a 
little confused, and saying he would retire till the lady had finished her holi- 
ness, he stepped into the other room. 

“ Pray tell me, sir, who that is ? ” said Mrs. Jameson. 

“ That is Mr. Charles Anderson, a young lawyer. Why do you ask ?” 

“ Because I owe him a debt of gratitude which I can never pay/' 

“ That must be very great,” said Mr. 8. “ Explain, my good woman." 

“ You know,” said the widow, “ that my family was for a long time provided 
for by some unknown person — I have discovered that this young man is that 
person. He it was who sent the physician and the provisions, and has con- 
tinued to supply me for months.” 

Mr. Sargent listened to this statement in astonishment, and musing a mo- 
ment, said aloud, but apparently to himself, “ what motive had he in view, to 
act so secretly ?” and then, as if a new thought had come suddenly into his 
mind, he opened the door, and requested Charles to enter. He did so, and wsi 
introduced to Mrs. Jameson. 

“ I am glad,” said she, her eyes fast filling with tears, “ to have this oppor- 
tunity to acknowledge the favors received at your hands, and to thank you 
before this gentleman.” 

“ Madam,” said Charles somewhat tartly, “ you are not indebted to me for 
favors ; I was but the humble instrument to convey to you the aid of another.” 

“ Pardon me, sir, if I offended you ; you cannot think it strange that I 
should desire to know who was my benefactor.” 

“ I, too, feel an interest to know who has so kindly aided this lady,” said 
Mr. Sargent. “ It is not right that the name of one so kind-hearted sad 
benevolent should be kept secret. I have long wondered who it was ; the man- 
ner in which he has dispensed his charity, has already placed him high in raj 
estimation.” 

" I have the right to inform you,” said Charles, •• who is the benefactor ; 
and I can best describe him by saying that this lady is not the only one whom 
he has assisted. Ho is constantly seeking out, and through such bnmhle 
instruments as I am, aiding the widow and the orphan, cheering the disconso- 
late, and lessening the burdens of the unhappy. His deeds are done secretly; 
his left hand knows not what his right hand doeth.” 

“Iam sure it is so. I doubt not one word you say,” ejaculated the widow, 
while Mr. Sargent stood silent and motionless. A slight pause ensned, which 
Mrs. Jameson broke by saying, “ But do give the name of this kind-hearted 
person.” 

** It is no person,” said Charles, with emphasis — “ it is an Institution which 
has lived, doing its work of mercy silently for hundreds of years, and which is 
now persecuted as it has been in the past by those who, not evilly disposed, 
are ignorant of its nature and principles. Amity Lodge of Free and Accepted 
Masons, of which I am Master, has aided you, and sought to promote your 
happiness.” 

JuBt as Charles finished this sentence, there was a knock at the door, and Mr. 
8argent, as though he found relief in letting out a little breath, cried out 
loudly, “ come in.” The intruder proved to be the younger partner of Messrs. 
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Jndsoa it Brother. Hr. Sargent was about to extend his hand, when the 
visitor warmly greeted Charles, and said he had been hunting for him more 
than an honr. 

“ So yon know Mr. Anderson, do yon V* said Mr. Sargent, with surprise. 

“ Yes, rery well.” 

Conversation tamed upon various topics, and when the first opportunity 
offered, Mr. Sargent sought to satisfy his curiosity by inquiring how Messrs. 
Judson & Bro. came to lend him two hundred dollars. “ Did you know me, 
or of me, till that day * ” he inquired. 

** We did not,” replied Mr. Judson. 

“ Ah ! I have it,” said Mr. S., suddenly ; “ it was through the influence of 
Mr. Anderson — was it not so V 9 

“ It is true, I saw Mr. Anderson at that time, bat it was the first and last 
time that I saw him till we met here a few minutes since. He was a stranger 
to me, and introduced himself.” 

“ Well,” replied Mr. 8., more puzzled than ever, " I give itfup. The whole 
matter is a mystery to me, which I should like to have explained.” 

“ With Mr. Anderson ’b permission, said Mr. J., I will explain. What say 
yon, sir f ” 

“ As you please,” replied Charles. 

“ What I said was true ; I never saw Mr. Anderson till be came to me and 
informed me of the dilemma in which yon were placed. He made himself 
known to me as a Mason, told me your circumstances, and asked it as a favor 
for himself that I would loan you the money. On his account, 1 did so, and I 
wan happy to be able to serve you.” 

Had the lightning struck Mr. William Saigent, he wonld hardly have been 
more confounded. 

# *#*##*##* 

The lamp had just been lighted, and Maria was sitting in her room reading 
on a dreary stormy night. The wind howled, and without it seemed as if Old 
Nick himself was let loose. 

“ A gentleman is in the parlor who wishes to see you,” said the servant* 

“ Pray who is here this stormy night,” said Maria. 

“ I do not know, Miss ; he did not give his name.” 

'* Well, I suppose 1 must see him,” said Maria, soliloquizing. 

With a slow step she wended her way down to the parlor, wondering who 
could be there. She opened the door, and to her astonishment, there was 
Charles Anderson waiting to receive her. 

“ Charles, how came you here ?” she ejaculated, as though he were an in- 
truder. 

“ Fear not,” said he, “ ‘ all ’s well that ends weir — I have not taken the cita- 
del yet, hut the out-posts are in my possession. At least there is victory 
enough for one day.” 

An explanation was quickly given. The circumstances which have been 
related, had made a deep impression on her father, and he had so far modified 
his opinion as to permit Charles again to visit the house. The happy sequel 
soon followed. Within six months Maria Sargent became Mrs. Charles An- 
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derson, and in leu than one year Mr. William Sargent was a member of 
Amity Lodge. 

*♦*♦**♦♦#• 

“ I was depending on yon to stay at home to-night/* said Mrs. Andenon to 
her husband at the tea-table, some two years after her wedding ; “ I hire in- 
vited Mr. and Mrs. Hall to spend the evening with ns. Is yonr bumms of 
such importance that yon must go ?” 

“ Excom me to-night, my dear Maria ; my basinets is very imports^ for 
this night I complete the victory which yon and I have sought to win— your 
father is my successor in office, and this night I install him as Worshipful 
Master of Amity Lodge.** 


APPLES OF GOLD.* 

“ A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver.” 


Fhexmasonry is a progressive science, and knowledge is the main spring 
which keeps the whole train in beautiful motion. 

The true Mason must cultivate an enlarged charity for all mankind, however 
much they may differ from him in religions opinions. That difference mtj 
probably arise from causes in which he had no share, and from which he cm 
derive no merit. 

All Lodges are erected to God, and his glorious and ineffable name should 
be syllabled with the greatest reverence, both within and without the nil of 
the sanctuary. His holy word is oar greatest light, and it teaches us tint we 
should not take his name in vain. 

Scrupulous honesty, truth without concealment or prevarication, and a prom- 
ise never broken, bnt more binding than any penal bond, should mark the busi- 
ness intercourse of all good Masons. — W. M. Purkins, G. M. of La . 

We must away with the too prevalent idea that Masonry will make s good 
man oat of a corrupt material. Never admit an unworthy man with the hope 
that Masonry will make him better. — G. M. of Mo. 

It was a wholesome rule among the ancients of onr Order, in all esses of 
severe illness in a Brother’s family, that a Master Mason should be present in 
the house, especially at night, to be always ready to give the necessary sid and 
assistance that the circumstances might require. — Tho. Douglas, P. G. M. 
of Fla. 

A Lodge should be to the Grand Lodge what an individual Mason should be 
to his Lodge — not a drone in the hive, bnt an active, zealous member; not* 
detriment, bnt an ornament A Lodge should be as jealous of its reputation 
and standing as a Mason should be of his character and honor. 

The mother-country of a Mason is the world ; within the circle of his com. 
pass is contained everything that concerns mankind. 

We should select our friends with great caution, for it is they who determine 
onr own character ; others look for ns in them. It is giving to the public our 
own portrait and an avowal of what we are. — Mad . de Lambert. 


• “ Editor’s Drawer,” American Quarterly Review of Freemasonry. 
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NALL, DUNCKLEE fc CO. 

Wholesale and Retail Dealers in 

Garpets and House Furnishing Goods, 

Would coil the attention of Lodges to thetfetoek of EMBLEMATICAL CARPETS made n- 
preeelyfbr Lodge*. These Carpets are furnished either In two or three-ply qualities, at New 
York Prices. Orders promptly attended to. 

74 Weedward Areaae, Detroit* Mlchlfaa* tm 


S. GKRIO-O-S Sc CO. 

Meooheturvim A Dalm at Wholesale A Retail in 

S0IA8, CHA1BS, BEDSTEADS, BUREAUS, 

Book- Oases, Wardrobes , Tables, 
Painted Chamber Sets, Marble and Roaewood 
Ware, and a lane assortment of Hair, Husk, 
Cotton and Spring Mattresses. Also, Hair 
Cloths, Spring Twine, Webbing, Pure Curled 
Hair, Willow Ware and Looking Glasses, 

AX Nos. 166 f 168 Jefferson Avenue, Third 
Door from Woodward, 
Detroit, Mich. Wat 


STARING A KAISER, 

(mrccaaooma or a. r. kikomas a go.) 
WbOLMALB AND RkTAIL DlALlES UV 

mU k DOMESTIC FAfiCT GOODS, 

Clocks, Watches, Gold Jewelry, 

Combe, Brushes, Plus, Needles, Hooks and 
Btss, Bottom, Thread, 811k, Twist, Guns, 
Pistols. Cutlery, Accordeons, Violins, and a 
general assortment of Yankee Notions, 

As. 147 deffertoa Areaie, 
Detroit, Mich. 

i. s. STARING. vSnt A. RAISSE. 


MICHIGAN WISE WORKS, 

Opposite the Russell House , Woodward Ave- 
nue , Detroit. 

8AMUBL ADAM 8, 

MANITFACTURSn OF 

PLAIN k ORNAMENTAL WIRE WORK, 

Brass and Iron Wire Cloth, up to No. 70 
Mesh, Screens Ibr Flouring and Pan Mills, 
Sand and Coal Screens, Window Guards, 
Wood and Tin Bird Cages, Fire Fenders, Rid- 
dles, Selves and Safes, of all kinds. Lever 
Spring Rat Traps, Annealed and Brignt Iron 
Wire, Wholesale and Retail. rtai 


RICHMONDS A BACKUS, 

BOOKSELLERS, 

Statimurs anh § 0 okirinfttrs, 

DMNOnPB’ KOOK, 

Goner of Jefferson Arenas and Bates St. 

nearly opposite State Bank, 

Lodges supplied with Records, Monitors, fee. 
Detroit, . . - Mich, rant 


EDM UNDS, NORTH A OO. 

Dealer* in ill kinds of Seasoned 

3 Tmnhctt, gr^ss^d ^Iooiiinjg 

SIDING AND CEILING, 

Barn Boards, Shingles, Lath, fee. 

OFFICE, 287 ATWATER 8T. 

Dstrelt, Mich. rtat 


T. A J. HINOHMAN, 

nouuu nuw in 

DRY GROCERIES, 

Drags, Cheaalcala, 

Patent Medicines, Paints, Oils, Brushes, Win 
dow Glass, Glass Ware, fee., fee. 

DETROIT. Wns 


NEW YORK HOUSE OF REFRESHMENTS 

Orliwdd Street, 

Opposite Free Press Office, Dct&OIT- 

The above House has recently been tho- 
roughly renovated and now stands second to 
none in the city. Visitors will find this a 
neat and comfortable place wherein to pass 
away a leisure hour and listen to the band of 
mode always in attendance. 

Imported Wines, Liquors and Cigars, Oys- 
ters, Ale and Lager Beer. 
ySq 2 A. LAND8BSRG, Proprietor. 


RU8SELL HOU8E. 

O* the site of the “ National, ’ ’ fronting Fort 
St. and the Campus Martins, Detroit. 

W. M. RUSSELL, Proprietor, 

Fwwly of the Capital Koom, 11 x 11 m, v* W. 

This elegant House possesses all the most 
attractive feature# of the best Eastern Hotels, 
In point of home- like comforts and luxuries — 
being the largest in Michigan, admirably ven- 
tilated, heated with steam, every room lighted 
with gas, efficiently appointed, and liberally 
conducted throughout. It Is tarnished in the 
richest style of modern taste. vtas 


W. Y. RUMNEY, 

(Sueoeaaor to Cullen Brown,) 

■AJfUVAOTURin OF 

FINE HARNESS, 

SADDLES A TRUNKS 

Of every description. Wholesale dealer in 

Saddlery Hardware, Trimmings, fee. 
oonuo roes, 208 jxffsbm>n avb. 

Nearly opp. Biddla Home, Detroit vtet 
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Ot LSI OIL 8 I OILS! 

MICHIGAN OIL COMPANY, 

No. 46 Union Block, Jefferson Avenue, Detroit, 

Manufacturers of Lard Oil, Mason’s Sperm, Machinery Oils and Stearins Candles. All kinds 
of Oils. Mason’s Sperm is the best Oil extant for burning or machinery. Its cost is less 
than one half that of pare Sperm, and is pronounced by the Engineers of the Collins Line 
and other Atlantic steamers, to be equal to the best Sperm. Lard Oil sold at manufacturers' 
prices. Address, “ Michigan Oil Company,” or A. 8. WILLIAMS, Detroit. 


AMERICAN MASONIC AGENCY, 

No. 384 Broadway, NEW YORK. 


Haring purchased the entire interest of Johathak R. Neall, successor to Jiro. W. Lsosau 
ft Co., in the American Masonic Agency , established by the latter firm, for the manufacture of 

REGALIA, JEWELS AND JEWELRY, 

of all descriptions, required for Masonic Lodges , Chapters and Encampments , I would inform 
my friends and the Masonic Fraternity in general, that I shall continue the same with 
Increased facilities in all its branches, and as all the beet workmen hitherto employed hare 
been retained by me, they may rely upon a faithful execution of all orders I may be favored 
with. In addition to the Regalia and Jewelry Department, 1 keep a constant supply of all 
Mm Masonic Publications of ths day, amongst which are to be found the reprints of all of 
Oliver's works, Mackey’s Lexicon and Mackey’s Principles of Masonic Jurisprudence, Morris* 
Code of Masonic Law, and the largest assortment of 

Masonic Charts , Carpets* JMplamas , Jfc. 

In the United States. Catalogues and Price List sent free. 

WILLIAM H. MILNOR, M. D., 

P. O. M. State of New Tork, 884 Broadway, N. T. 
O** Be especially careful In addressing your letters to William H. Milkos, M. D., 884 
Broadway, New York. 


MORRISON & CONKLIN, 

DBA LIES IK POTS 

■MM18, HIGH JIHIlir, BUI8IB vsu, 

SILVER SPOONS, FORKS, EX O- 

Partlcular attention paid to repairing Watches and Jewelry. Masonic and Knight Twa- 
plar Jewels manufactured to order. 

Ne. 186 JEFFERSON AVENUE, DETROIT. 


JORDAN ft ANDERSON, 

^rtjitects, $tsigntrs,&t. 

Whiting A Adami’ Building, 

68 Griswold Street* Detroit. 

Designs furnished for Dwelling Houses, 
Churches. School Houses and Puolic Build- 
ings of all kinds, Interior Decorations, Pres- 
oo Paintings, Tablets, Monuments, Veran- 
dahs, Porticos, ftc. Specifications drawn up 
and buildings superintended during erection. 
Arrangements for Heating and Ventilating 
after the most improved modern principles. 
Agents for Johnson’s Patent Rolling Iron 
8hutters. 


KK&R. F. WRIGHT A CO. 

WholaMW and Rrtail Dealer* in 

GROCERIES, PROVISIONS, 

AND LIQUORS, 

Agents for Turner Broe.’ Ginger and Black- 
berry Wines and Syrups, 

City Hall, Market Bgaare. 

B. H. WEIGHT. B. V. WEIGHT. H. T. A. M’CBBA. 


J. W. TILLMAN, 

Wholesale and Ratal! Dealer b 

FTTZEtHSTI TTJRB 

Chairs* Looking Glasses* 

Willow Ware, Hair Seating, Plush, Uphol- 
stery, Mattresses, Cabinet Makers’ Hardware, 
Mahogany, Varnish, Refrigerators, Shower- 
Baths, ftc. 

The Trade supplied at a liberal discount. 

144 Jefferson Avenue, Detroit 

FRANKLI N 6B0VE N URSERY 

A. R. WHITNEY, 

COLTIYiTOa a P BALKS W 

FRUIT AND ORNAMENTAL 

THUD., 

BOSES, DAHLIAS, HEDGE FLASK, 

Ac. &o. 

WHOLXB A LB ARB KBTAIL, 

Frmaklla Grave* Lee Ca.« III* 
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THE G.G.H. PRIEST AND THE G.H. PRIEST OF 
MICHIGAN — UTILITY OF THE G.G. CHAPTER. 

HO. III. 


Having in the previous articles of this series given our reasons for 
believing that the G. G. C. is the creature of the State G. Chapters ; 
that it has no powers but what are expressly delegated to it ; that it 
can exercise no doubtful powers ; that the State G. Chapters have 
“ sole government and superintendence” over their subordinates; 
that the G. C. of Michigan, had the power to grant a charter, as it 
did grant one, for Peninsular Chapter No. 16 ; we now proceed to 
consider the action of the G. G. H. P. respecting said Subordinate 
Chapter. 

Immediately after Peninsular Chapter was constituted, it was con- 
tended that it was a clandestine body. A proposition more absurd 
could not have been advanced. A Chapter chartered by a Grand 
Chapter, and constituted by the Grand High Priest of that G. C., a 
18 — vol. ra. no. rv. 
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clandestine body ! As erroneous as was this view, it was asserted by 
some R. A. Masons, and efforts were immediately made by members 
of Monroe Chapter to obtain the interference of M. E. Charles Gilman, 
G. G. H. P. That high functionary, at first — as we are credibly in- 
formed— refused to act, saying, he had no authority to interfere in the 
matter. Subsequently, however, in May, he issued a document, of 
which the following is a copy : 

To all whom it may concern, and to the M. E. Grand High Priest and other officers 

of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons for the State of Michigan in 

particular, Greeting: 

Whereas, information has been given, and complaint made to me by 
Monroe Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, a Chapter duly organized and held at 
the city of Detroit in the State of Michigan, that the Grand Chapter shore 
named, has granted a warrant, or charter for, and organized a new Chapter of 
Royal Arch Masons in said city, by the name of Peninsular Chapter, without 
the petition therefor being accompanied with a certificate from said Monroe 
Chapter, vouching for the moral character and Masonic abilities of the petition- 
ers, and without a recommendation from that Chapter, that a dispensation or 
charter should be so granted them, said Monroe Chapter being the Chapter 
nearest to, and the only one at the place aforesaid ; but on the contrary, in 
direct opposition to the expressed opinion of Monroe Chapter made known to 
said Grand Chapter at the time, and before the said warrant or charter was 
granted — in violation of the provisions of the Constitution of the General 
Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons for the United States of America,— 
which said complaint is accompanied with a prayer that my official power be 
interposed to prevent a continuance of this their grievance. 

And whereas, upon inspection of the Constitution of said Grand Chapter, 
adopted at the Annual Session in the year 1856, it manifestly appears, that 
certain provisions therein are contrary to the letter and spirit of the Constitu- 
tion of said General Grand Chapter, and repugnant to the mandate thereof, in 
this — 

1st. That by Sec. 2, Art. 4, of the Constitution of the Grand Chapter 
aforesaid, it is provided that a warrant (charter) may be granted for a new 
Chapter upon a petition therefor, recommended by the Chapter nearest to the 
place where the new Chapter is to be opened, or by two other Chapters in the 
State ; thus making it optional with the petitioners to seek the recommendation 
of the one or the others, as to them may seem good, contrary to Sec. 7, of 
Art. 2, of the Constitution of said General Grand Chapter, which declare# 
that no dispensation or charter for such purpose shall be granted, except upon 
the recommendation of the Chapter nearest to the place where the new Chap- 
ter is intended to be opened. 

2nd. That by the said section of the Constitution of the Grand Chapter 
aforesaid, it is provided, that such warrant (charter) may be granted upon 
petition, and the recommendation as aforesaid being accompanied by a certifi- 
cate of three Royal Arch Masons, in good standing, in some Chapter in that 
jurisdiction, certifying that the petitioners are all Royal Arch Masons, in good 
standing as such, and that they are men of good moral character, contrary to 
the provisions of the above mentioned section of the Constitution of the 
General Grand Chapter, which declares, that no dispensation or charter, for 
such purpose, shall be granted, unless such petition be accompanied with a cer- 
tificate from the nearest Chapter as aforesaid, vouching for the moral character 
and Masonic abilities of the petitioners. 

3rd. That by See. 3, of said article of the Constitution of the Grand Chap- 
ter aforesaid, authority is given to the Grand High Priest,* during the recess 


* Thin is a mistake, and shows a want of due consideration on the part of the 0. 0. &• P- 
A distinction was made between the granting of charters and dispensations by the G. C. snd 
by the Grand officers. The Constitution of Michigan does not give the G. H. P., daring the 
recess of the G. C., power to grant dispensations on a petition not recommended by the nearest 
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of the Grand Chapter, to grant Dispensations for holding Chapters, upon peti- 
tion and recommendation in all respects the same as is provided for granting of 
warrants, contrary to the provisions aforesaid in the Constitution of the Grand 
Chapter. 

And it being sufficiently certified to me, that the 60 -called Peninsular Chap- 
ter has been organized under a charter, or warrant, granted in virtue of the 
said objectionable provisions of that Constitution. Therefore, ' 

Know ye, That I, Charles Gilman, General Grand High Priest of our said 
General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons for the United States of 
America, do pronounce and declare as follows : 

1st That so much of Sec. 2, Art 4, of the Constitution of the Grand 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons for the State of Michigan, as authorizes the 
granting of a warrant for the creation of Chapters by the Grand Chapter, and so 
much of section 3, of the same article as gives power and authority to the 
Grand High Priest to grant Dispensations for bolding Chapters, without the 
petitions therefor being accompanied with a certificate from the Chapter near- 
est to the place where the new Chapter is intended to be opened, vouching for 
the moral character and Masonic abilities of the petitioners, and all and every 
act or thing heretofore done, or which may be hereafter done in virtue thereof, 
to be null and void. 

2nd. That the assemblage of Royal Arch Masons, held in the city of 
Detroit, in the State of Michigan, and known by the name of “ Peninsular 
Chapter/’ is an irregular Masonic assembly ; that the charter, or warrant, 
under and by virtue of which the same is held, is void, and that every act 
which has been, or may hereafter be done, under the same, is also void, and of 
no effect in Freemasonry. 

Given under my hand and private seal, at the city of Baltimore, this 21st 
day of May, 1857. 

CHARLES GILMAN, [l. s.] 

After due deliberation, we do not hesitate to say that this is the 
most remarkable document that ever issued from a high Masonic func- 
tionary, and an arbitrary assumption of power. 

As the G. G. C. differs from the Grand Lodge, so does the G. G. 
H.P. differ from the Grand Master . As the G. G. C. has no powers 
or prerogatives by the sanction of Masonic usage, and only such 
authority as is expressly delegated to it, so its chief oflicer has no 
powers hut what are expressly given him. It is a principle generally 
received, that an appeal cannot be taken from the decision of the 
Grand Master to the Grand Lodge. Bro. Mackey, in his treatise 
entitled “ The Principles of Masonic Law/’ says : 

It seems now to be settled, by ancient usage os well as the expressed opinion 
of the generality of Grand Lodges, and of Masonic writers, that there is no 
appeal from hit decisions. 

Such is the view of the distinguished Mackey. In the last convo- 
cation of the G. G. C., he, as well as Comp. Pike and other learned 
Masons, advocated the following resolutions, which were adopted : 

Resolved, That the General Grand Royal Arch Chapter derives all its powers 
by grant and delegation from the respective Grand Royal Arch Chapters. 

Resolved, That an appeal does lie in all cases from the decision of the Gen- 
eral Grand High Priest to the General Grand Chapter, which alone can, in the 
last resort, by vote of two-thirds of the members present, determine what is the 
Masonic law or custom. 
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Provided, That this resolution, as a rule operating in the decisions of this G. 
G. Body, shall only operate and hare effect in this Body, and shall not be con- 
sidered as operating or having any effect in State Grand Chapters or Subor- 
dinates. 

It is seen by this that an appeal can be taken from the G. G. H. P. 
to the G. G. C., but that it is not intended thereby to sanction the rule 
in State Grand Chapters, which partake of the nature of Grand 
Lodges. 

As the G. G. H. P. has no powers, except such as are expressly 
given him, he cannot act in any case unless his authority is specifically 
granted ; and it is an absurdity too great to be tolerated for a moment, 
to say he can act in cases in which the G. G. C. cannot act. 

The G. G. C. refused in 1853 * to act on the appeal of Ancient 
Chapter from the action of the G. C. of New York ; and again in 
1856, it refused to entertain the complaint of Ancient Chapter against 
the G. C. of New York, solemnly declaring by resolution that “ this 
G. G. Chapter cannot receive any document purporting to he a 
complaint against a Grand Chapter” Is the G. G. H. P. greater 
than the G. G. C. ? Is the servant greater than the Master ? When 
the G. G. C. solemnly declares that it “ cannot receive any document 
purporting to he a complaint against a Grand Chapter ” and does 
refuse to receive it, can the G. G. H. P., a few months afterwards, not 
only receive, but act upon, a complaint against a Grand Chapter, and 
declare a Chapter chartered by that G. C., and constituted by its G. H. 
P., illegal, and its acts void ? Can the G. G. H. P. do this? If be 
can, then he is greater and more powerful than the G. G. C. 

No power or authority is given the G. G. H. P. to act in the case 
under consideration, and we challenge any Comp, to produce a particle 
of proof to the contrary. We therefore say that the act of M. R 
Chas. Gilman was a gross assumption of power, a direct attack upon 
the rights and sovereignty of the Grand Chapter of Michigan, amount- 
ing to an abuse of authority which should not be 'tolerated by any 
G. R. A. Body. 

Not only did the G. G. H. P., in his edict, step beyond bis proper 
sphere and assume unwarranted powers, but he sought to exorcise them 
in the most objectionable manner. The G. G. C. has expressly de- 
clared that it cannot deal directly with Subordinate Chapters in any 
State where there is a Grand Chapter ; it can only deal and communi- 
cate with the Grand Chapter or its G. H. P. Comp. Mackey, in hi* 


• See report of Oomp. Mackey, adopted by tbe G. G. C., page 140, Vol. 8, No. ♦, of To 
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report, (upon the reasoning of which, the resolution refusing to enter- 
tain the appeal of Anoient Chapter was adopted,) says : 

And your committee are led to this conclusion, because in a preceding part 
of the same section, it is asserted that this General Grand Body “ shall have 
and maintain jurisdiction over all State Grand Chapters, and over Chapters in 
those States, Districts, Republics, or Territories which recognize this jurisdic- 
tion, and where then it no Grand Chapter regularly ettablithed agreeably to the pro- 
visiont of this constitution — thus deany confining the jurisdiction over Subordi- 
nate Chapters to those existing in States where there are no Grand Chapters. 
Hence , e converso, when there is a Grand Chapter in a State , this grand body can 
have no jurisdiction over its Subordinates except so far as acquired though the Grand 
Chapter. 

The principle here enunciated is the very foundation of the action of 
the 0. 6. C. in refusing to entertain the appeal or complaint of 
Ancient Chapter against the G. C. of New York. In the face of these 
facte, so plain and palpable that “ be who runs may read” them — 
with the action of the G. G. C. so well settled— the G. G. H. P* 
makes his communication not alone to the G. H. P. of the G. 0, of 
Michigan , but “ to att whom it may concern .” Instead of request- 
ing or directing the G. H. P. of Michigan to suspend Peninsular 
Chapter, or otherwise deal with it, he steps directly between the G. H. 
P. and the Subordinate Chapter, and declares it illegal, and its acts 
void. Even the high office which M. E. Cbas. Gilman holds, will not 
prevent the belief that his action was a studied indignity to the G. H. 
P. of Michigan and its G. C. 

Let us look at the facts for an instant. In every case when a man 
is charged with a crime, the law requires that he shall have notice of 
the alleged offence, and gives him a right to confront his accuser and 
defend himself before the tribunal by which he is to be judged. The 
meanest thief or the most dastardly murderer is not denied this right. 
As in the civil law, so in Masonic law, the accused has a right to be 
heard in his defence. The Grand Chapter of Michigan is accused of 
au offence by Monroe Chapter, one of its subordinates. The M. E. 
Charles Gilman, G. G. H. P., without right or authority, but contrary 
to the deliberately expressed opinion of the G. G. C. at two triennial 
convocations, entertains the complaint One would suppose this 
stretch of power which tended to give aid and comfort to a refractory 
Chapter would have been enough. But what did M. E. Charles 
Gilman ? Did he stop there ? The- following resolution of the G. 
G. C. stared him in the free : 

Resolved , That this G. G. C. cannot receive any document purporting to be a 
complaint against a Grand Chapter. 

In defiance of this plain and unequivocal resolution adopted by the 
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G. G, G. in a case similar to the one in which his action was desired , 
he decided not only to entertain the complaint, but to interfere and 
crush out of existence Peninsular Chapter No. 16 , chartered by the 
G. C. of Michigan, and duly constituted by its G. H. P. What is 
the next stop in the play? Does M. E. Charles Gilman give any 
notice to the G. H. P. of Michigan, that a complaint has been preferred 
against his G. C., and that he has entertained the complaint ? The rules 
of Masonic law, as well as civil, required that this should be done ; the 
sentiments of Brotherly love inculcated by our Institution, required that 
it should be done ; aye ! the courtesy common among gentlemen in the 
ordinary parlance of life, required that it should be done. Yet M. E. 
Charles Gilman did it not Having commenced by a gross and palpable 
assumption of power which set at defiance the resolutions of the G. G. 
C . y he condemned the G. C. of Michigan without even giving it notice 
that it was accused. He did not stop there even. He condemned 
not only the party accused, but also an innocent party. The G. C. of 
Michigan alone could have been at fault ; if there was a wrong, Penin’ 
sular Chapter was not a participator in it Yet the fulmination of 
the G. G. H. P. was directed against that Chapter, and its High Priest 
was ordered to discontinue its meetings. We ask every R. A. Mason 
who shall read this, if there was ever a more tyrannical act ? Are you 
willing, Royal Arch Masons, to submit to such a gross and high- 
handed assumption of power by any official of the G. G. C. — aye ! by 
the G. G. C. itself ? 

The document issued by the G. G. H. P. was placed in the hands 
of H. S. Roberts, High Priest of Peninsular Chapter, by those who 
were authorized by the G. G. H. P. to serve it, five weeks before it 
was officially communicated to M. R. Salathiel C. Coffinberry , G.H- 
P . of Michigan ; and indeed before it was thus communicated to him, 
it was sent through the State to almost all the Subordinate Chapters. 

Immediately after a copy of the document was placed in the hands 
of Comp. H. S. Roberts, H. P. of Peninsular Chapter, he forwarded 
it to the G. H. P. with a request that he would instruct him in the 
premises. Upon the receipt of his letter, the G. H. P. issued the fol- 
lowing proclamation and letter : 

PROCLAMATION. 

To ALL WHOM IT MAT CONCERN : 

Whereas, Information has been received, that a certain document, purporting 
to have been issued by the Most Excellent General G. H. Priest of the United 
States of America, has been delivered to H. S. Roberts, Esq , M. E. High 
Priest of Peninsular Chapter No. 16, under the jurisdiction of the Grand 
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Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of Michigan, declaring the charter 
of said Peninsular Chapter No. 16 to be void ; and declaring that said Chapter 
No. 16 is an irregnlar Assembly of Masons, and that the acts of said* Peninsu- 
lar Chapter No. 16 are null and void, and of no effect in Freemasonry ; 

And Whbrbas, It is supposed and believed that the said document is not 
genuine and what it purports to be, but spurious and fraudulent ; 

And Whkrbas, I feel it my duty, in the discharge of an important trust 
reposed in me by the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of 
Michigan, as its head and representative, to see that its constitution, laws and 
edicts shall be respected and duly enforced — 

Therefore, I, Sa lathi el C. Coffinberry, Grand High Priest of the Grand 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of Michigan, do hereby proclaim 
and declare, that the charter of the said Peninsular Chapter No. 16 is not void, 
nor suspended ; that it is a regular Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, duly au- 
thorised and empowered to work by the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons 
of the State of Michigan ; that, as such, it has been duly constituted, and its 
officers duly installed ; and that all of its acts and proceedings, under its char- 
ter, and in conformity to the rites and customs of Royal Arch Masons, and not 
in conflict with the constitution, laws and edicts of the Grand Chapter of Mich- 
igan, and those of the General Grand Chapter of the United States of Amer- 
ica, are valid and legal, and ought to be respected as such. 

The M. E. High Priests of the several Chapters of the Grand Jurisdiction 
of Michigan, are hereby ordered and required by me, to cause this Proclama- 
tion to be read in their respective Chapters, at the next regular communication 
thereof, after the Bame shall have been received by them. 

In witness whereof, I have hereto subscribed my name, A. D. 1857, A. L. 
5857. 

SALATHIEL C. COFFINBERRY. 

G. H. P. of the G. Chap, of R. A. Masons of the State of Michigan. 


Constantine, Mich., Juno 26, 1857. 

R S. Roberts,' Esq., 

M. E. High Priest of Peninsular Chapter No. 16 : 

Sir Your communication of the date of June 24th has been received by 
me ; through it, I am informed by you, that you have been served w ith a docu- 
ment, purporting to have been issued by Hon. Charles Gilman, General G. H. 
Priest of the General Grand Chapter of the United States ; that the said docu- 
ment professes to have been issued to carry into effect a decision made by him, 
in his high official capacity, against your Chapter, upon the complaint of Mon- 
roe Chapter No. 1, under this Grand Jurisdiction ; that said document contains 
a proclamation, declaring the charter of your Chapter (Peninsular Chapter No. 
16), which was granted by the Grand Chapter of Michigan, at its last Grand 
Convocation, to be null and void, and that said Peninsular Chapter No. 16 is 
an irregular assembly of Masons, and that all of its acts are void, and of no 
effect in Freemasonry. 

1 was astonished, upon reading your letter, that any attempt should be made 
to interfere with the internal affairs of Royal Arch Masonry in this Grand Ju- 
risdiction ; but more especially with a right specifically reserved to each Grand 
Chapter by the Constitution of the General Grand Chapter, — that of settling 
all controversies arising between Subordinate Chapters in their respective juris- 
dictions. 

After duly considering the contents of your letter, I am forced to the conclu- 
sion, that the document you allude to cannot bo genuine, and must therefore be 
a spurious instrument, for the following reasons : 

First, I believe it to be incompatible with the dignity and honor of that high 
Masonic functionary, to attempt an assumption oi power which is inhibited by 
the provisions of the Constitution of the General Grand Chapter. 

Second, I believe it to be repugnant to the high reputation which the General 
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Grand High Priest so deservedly enjoys, for impartial justice in all his official 
acts, for mce discrimination and sound wisdom in all his decisions, and for 
punctilious courtesy in all his Masonic intercourse. 

In view of these considerations, and supposing that an emergency could 
transpire, which would authorize the General Grand High Priest of the United 
States to hold intercourse with a Subordinate Chapter, or the officers of such, 
under a State Grand Jurisdiction, I can not believe that any other channel 
would be adopted by him except the legitimate one, — the Grand Chapter during 
its convocations, and the Grand High Priest during its vacations. And I assure 
you that I have received no intimation of the subject under consideration, ex- 
cept such as I have learned from your private communication. 

You inform me that the document in question pretends to result from a com- 
plaint made to the General Grand High Priest, by Monroe Chapter No. 1. 

Section 3, of Article II, of the Constitution of the General Grand Chapter, 
provides that “ the several State Grand Chapters shall have the sole govern- 
ment and superintendence of the several Royal Arch Chapters, Ac., and to 
settle the controversies that may happen between them,” Ac. 

It would appear, then, from this provision, that neither the General Grand 
Chapter nor the M. £. G. G. H. P. can receive, or for a moment entertain, a 
complaint from a Subordinate Chapter, in a State in which a Grand Chapter 
claims jurisdiction. Therefore, that Monroe Chapter No. 1 had no right to 
petition the General Grand High Priest, and that he had no right to receive 
such a complaint, much ( less to hear and determine the same. And if such 
complaint should ever be presented to the M £. G. G. H P., I have the trust 
in his justice and wisdom, to believe that he would at once dismiss it without s 
hearing, instead of (as must be claimed by the document in question) hearing, 
deciding and executing, without notice to the party accused, or notice to the 
Grand High Priest claiming the sole jurisdiction of the case. No, Sir ; such 
an absurdity can not transpire ; and should it occur, it ought to be looked upon 
and treated as a direct insult to the dignity of the Grand Chapter, and a direct 
assault upon its independence. 

It is my confident trust in the goodness of the Supreme Grand High Priest 
of the Universe, that authorizes me in saving, that such an attempt to subvert 
the independence of our Grand Chapter has not transpired, and that the instru- 
ment in question must be spurious and fraudulent. 

You inform me that you are virtually ordered by said document to suspend 
your Masonic labors under your warrant. 

Section 2, of Article I, of the Constitution of the General Grand Chapter, 
provides that that body ” shall have and maintain jurisdiction over all State 
Grand Chapters, Ac., .... and over Chapters in those States, Districts, 
Republics and Territories, which recognize this jurisdiction, and where there h 
no Grand Chapter regularly established, Ac., . . . and shall have authority 
to suspend the proceedings of such State Grand Chapters, and such Chasten w 
States where there is no Grand Chapter , as may knowingly violate any of me pro- 
visions of this Constitution . . . .” 

By these provisions it appears, that but one emergency can happen, which 
authorizes the General G. H. Priest to suspend a Subordinate Chapter, and that 
must be in a State " where there is no Grand Chapter ; ” and it can not cer- 
tainly be claimed that your suspension can be placed upon such a ground, or 
justified by such an emergency. 

It must be recollected that the General G. H. Priest possesses no power or 
authority by implication or construction. His powers being bv grant and delega- 
tion, must be specifically defined, and such as are not thus specifically enumerated 
in the instrument creating him, are reserved to the several State Grand Chap- 
ters from which he derives his official being. All constructive privileges, and 
all implied powers, prerogatives and immunities, inure to the several State 
Grand Chapters ; hence, the General G. H. Priest can exercise no doubtful 
powers or privileges ; for the exigency of a question, an argument, a doubt, is 
a contingency, which determines at once against his power; for if a question of 
power arises, then the grant is not specific , and foils from invalidity and ambi- 
guity. 
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If an exigency could arise, justifying the General G. H. Priest in pronounc- 
ing a sentence of suspension upon a Subordinate Chapter, owing allegiance to 
a State Grand Chapter, the sentence must be executed through the Grand Chap- 
ter, or Grand High Priest ; otherwise the* Subordinate Chapter is placed in a 
ridiculous and painful dilemma, — that of being placed between two authorities, 
to both of which it owes obedience ; the one, by its warrant or charter, com- 
manding, “ Thou shalt the other, by its prohibitory mandate, commanding, 
“ Thou shalt not and neither body possessing sufficient power to enforce its 
authority, because they are brought in open competition with each other, 
while the duty due to both from the Subordinate Body is equal 

Such a solecism is repugnant to the spirit of Masonry. In all the beautiful 
harmony of our Royal Art, no such aiscord can transpire, so long as its 
ancient land-marks and fundamental truths are our guiding stars. 

If any power does exist to suspend the charter of Peninsular Chapter No. 
16, other than the Grand Chapter of Michigan, that power most be exerted 
through, and executed by, the Grand Chapter of Michigan, or its Presiding 
Head, which must be commanded by a higher power to reyoke or remit the 
charter ; for this is the only means of executing such a power, without collision 
with the power granting the charter. 

It ia a metaphysical axiom, that all that gives virtue and yalidity to any law 
is the power of the law-maker to enforce its mandates. Now, let us for a mo- 
ment apply this principle of philosophy to the present instance. 

Suppose a mandate is seryed on you by the General G. H. Priest of the 
United States (which is not a supposable case), commanding you to cease from 
your labors as High Priest of your Chapter, and suppose you disobey the man- 
date ; by what authority can hie punish you for disobedience without calling in 
and borrowing the power of the Grand Chapter or Grand High Priest of Mich- 
igan, the only power to which you are directly amenable ? And suppose the 
Grand Chapter should refuse its aid in inflicting discipline ; you perceive at 
once that he fails to execute his designs, and his only resort is to punish the 
Grand Chapter of Michigan for disobedience ; which is a very different thing 
from his first design, and a new step, after having been obliged from want of 

S r to abandon, as nugatory and null, his first design of punishing your 
ter. His mandate is consequently never executed, Tor the punishment of 
rand Chapter of Michigan for disobedience is for from being the execu- 
tion of the first mandate. Here, then, is an apt illustration of the truth, that 
the power must be sovereign and independent, otherwise its wisest purooses 
may be frustrated, its best designs perverted, and its most judicious decisions 
misdirected and diverted from their legitimate aims. 

Believing, for the reasons above assigned, that such a document as you have 
alluded to could not have emanated from the high Masonic source it claims, I 
commend your determination to submit the subject for my consideration and 
direction, before submitting to its extraordinary requirements. 

Fully impressed with the belief that the document in question is spurious, or, 
if not spurious, unwarranted by any power conferred upon the M. E. G. G. H. 
P. of the General Grand Chapter, and, in fact, prohibited by the Constitution 
of that General Grand Body, and cherishing a high sense of the responsibility 
devolving upon me, as the proper functionary to vindicate the honor and dig- 
nity, and to maintain, support and enforce the Constitution, laws and edicts of 
the Grand Chapter of Michigan, which has reposed in me this important trust, 
I feel it my duty to give you the following directions, to the end that said Con- 
stitution, laws and edicts shall be duly acknowledged and respected. ^ 

Fini , You are hereby ordered and directed to treat as null and void the sara 
document alluded to in the premises, or any other instrument of writing Which 
declares your charter to be void, or your Chapter to be an irregular assembly of 
Masons ; you shall totally disregard the same. 

Secondly , You are hereby ordered and directed to continue the work of Royal 
Arch Masonry in Peninsular Chapter No. 16, according to its rites and ceremo- 
nies, and in furtherance of the legitimate object of its organization under its 
charter. 

Thirdly , You are hereby further ordered and directed, to cause this commuuica- 
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tion, together with these several orders, and the Proclamation hereto prefixed, 
to be entered upon the records of the proceedings of your said Chapter, and to 
cause a copy of this communication, these said several orders, and tne said pro- 
clamation hereto prefixed, to be attested by M. E. R. S. Cheney, Grand Secre- 
tary of the Grand Chapter of Michigan, and, after having beenso attested, von 
will cause the same to be printed in a circular, and forwarded to the M. E. tfigh 
Priests and Secretaries of the several Subordinate Chapters of this Grand Ju- 
risdiction. 

With considerations of Fraternal regard, 

S. C. COFFINBERRY, 

G. II. P. of the G . Chap, of R. A. Masons of the State of Michigan. 

But one opinion, as far as we know, has been expressed by intelli- 
gent R. A. Masons, respecting the action of the G. G. H. P., and that 
opinion is adverse to his right to interfere with Peninsular Chapter. 
It is cause for rejoicing among all who value R. A. Masonry, that the 
Grand Chapter of Michigan has at its head a Companion of extensive 
literary, legal and Masonic acquirements, and who, thus qualified, his 
the moral courage and decision of character to repel, without delay, 
any and every attack upon the sovereignty of the G. C. of Michigan, 
come that attack whence it may. His action will be approved not only 
by his own conscience, but, we have every reason to believe, by the 
Grand Chapter over which he presides, and a large majprity of the G. 
R. A. bodies. 

There is one other question in connection with the subject under con- 
sideration which appropriately presents itself at this time. In case of a 
difference of opinion between the G. G. C. and a Grand Chapter, which 
is to determine the matter ? Each is to judge for itself, and act accord- 
ing to its own sense of right. If this be not so, then the G. G. C. can 
encroach upon the rights, powers and immunities of the Grand Chap- 
ters to any extent, and they must submit. Few, if any, will advocate 
such views. 

As the G. Chapters are sovereign bodies and the source of power, 
it follows, almost^as an axiom, that they must judge for themselves of 
their rights, and must protect themselves against all encroachments, 
from whatever source they may come. This very principle the G. G. C. 
admitted, *when it declared that no appeal could be taken from the 
action of a G. C. to the G. G. C. So plain is this fact that we do 
not deem it necessary to dwell upon it 

We have arrived now at the point where we may appropriately 
inquire, What is the G. G. C. worth ? Of what use is it to R. A. 
Masonry ? When first established, it served a useful purpose, but 
since Grand Chapters have been established in the several States, it has 
been eking out a miserable existence ; its life has been growing weaker 
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and weaker, till it stands upon the verge of the grave, ready to die a 
natural death. It has signally foiled to benefit R. A. Masonry in the 
States where G. Chapters have been established. Meeting but once 
in three years, and bolding a short convocation, it has displayed an 
ignorance of the local wants and necessities of Subordinate Chapters, 
lacked unity of action among its members, and failed even to establish 
a system of work. It has failed in everything, and remains only as a 
superannuated organization which is an incubus on R. A. Masonry, 
and will soon be a tax on the Grand Chapters. Its recent convocation 
is evidence of this. The G. H. P. of the G. C. of Kentucky, in his 
official address to that body in October last, says : 

As the Deputy Grand High Priest of this Grand Chapter, I attended the 
meeting of the General Grand Chapter, in September, 1856. I candidly con- 
fess I was disappointed in every particular. Although composed of some of 
the most talented men and best Masons in the Union, there was nothing done 
calculated to benefit Royal Arch Masonry, and I recommend this Grand Chap- 
ter to dissolve her connection with that body. No good can result from con- 
tinuing the connection, and in my judgment the time will soon arrive when the 
State Grand Chapters will be taxed to support the General Grand Chapter, as 
she has now very few sources of revenue — there being Grand Chapters in 
almost every State in the Union. 

What ueed is there of keeping up, at a large expense to R. A. 
Masons, an establishment Grand only in name and ridiculous in 
reality ? The only plausible argument in its favor is, that it gives an 
opportunity for the interchange of fraternal greetings and sentiments 
of R. A. Masons from every section of the country. If that be 
necessary, let there be an organization expressly for that purpose, but 
let not R. A. Masonry be injured for the sake of securing it. 

The opinion that the G. G. C. has outlived its usefulness and is now 
rapidly sinking into its grave, is so fast gaining ground, that we deem it 
unnecessary to advance further arguments to sustain it. 

The G. G. C. may pass out of existence by the action of its mem- 
bers in a convocation of that body, or it may die by the action of G. 
Chapters in dissolving connection with it. As a Grand Chapter is a 
sovereign body, and must decide what will best promote its own inter- 
; as no appeal lies from its action to any other body, it has the 
right to dissolve its connection with the G. G. C. whenever it thinks 
its interests may require it to take the step. Acting on this view, the 
Grand Chapter of North Carolina, and the Grand Chapter of Ken- 
tucky, have lately dissolved their connection with the G. G. C. Be- 
ad® these two, the G. C. of Penn, and that of Virginia, have no con* 
nection with the G. C. body. We cannot do better than to introduce 
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here the views of Comp. R. S. Cheney, Grand Secretary of the Grand 
Chapter of Michigan, given to us in the form of a communication : 

»J|The action of other State Grand Chapters in regard to the usefulness of the 
General Grand Chapter is such as to warrant us in saying, that dissolution is 
drawing nigh. The Grand High Priest of New York, who has long viewed the 
G. G. Chapter as the “ main source of light, as far as Capitular Masonry was 
concerned, is forced to confess, that she has failed to sustain the anticipations 
he had previously formed. The Grand High Priest of Ohio, also seriously 
doubts whether the General Grand Chapter has answered the purposes for which 
it was created. 

I might give you other opinions equally strong and pointed. As the matter 
will come up in our next Grand Convocation for deliberation, I trust the Sab- 
ordinate Chapters will be prepared to act understanding^. It has been said 
by some, that a State Grand Chapter could not withdraw from the G. G. Chap- 
ter, yet they fail to give any good reason why they come to this conclusion; on 
the contrary there are many conclusive reasons why we should. And foremost 
among these is the fact that it will not be long before we shall have to be taxed 
to support the General Grand Chapter. That question has already been raised, 
and only failed for the want of votes. It is not, however, settled. It is the oolr 
way she can be sustained, if sustained she is to be ; and I would ask the Sab- 
ordinate Chapters of this State, are you willing to be taxed to support an 
organization which is acknowledged by its best and earliest friends and rap- 
porters to be of no practical benefit to Royal Arch Masonry ? 

Many cling to the General Grand Chapter in hopes that she may yet adopt a 
system of work acceptable to all, and in accordance with the ancient land- 
marks. In answer to snch, I would point them to her action upon this subject 
What has she done ? She has been laboring ever since her organization to bring 
this abont; she attempted to do so in 1850, but what was that work ? Comp. 
Mackey, one of the brightest stars in Freemasonry, said, it was “ contrary to, 
and subversive of the landmarks of Freemasonry.” Others have done the 
same thing. Consequently we find, at the Session m 1856, that General Grand 
Body passing the following resolution : / 

“ Resolved , That this General Grand Chapter, having Jailed to determine on 
any specific mode of work, it is urgently recommended to the officers of the 
Ghana Chapters, by careful investigation, to make themselves acquainted with 
the ancient work of the Order, and to disseminate it among their respective 
Subordinates.” 

I might extend this communication by giving further extracts from the pro- 
ceedings of our sister Grand Chapters, but I trust sufficient have been given to 
convince any one that it is for the interest of the Royal Craft to abolish the 
General Grand Chapter. 

We regard the fate of the G. G. C. as sealed, and its dissolution 
near at hand ; and we trust the several Grand Chapters will take such 
steps as may be deemed proper to place it quietly in the grave. The 
example has been set by North Carolina and Kentucky, and we have 
reason to believe it will be followed by several other Grand Chapters 
during the coming year. 
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THE ABAB'S FABEWELL TO HIS HORSE. 

[J&eUctrt.l 

My beautiful ! my beautiful ! that standest meekly by, 

With thy proudly-arched and glossy neck, and dark and fiery eye ; 

Fret not to roam the desert now, with all thy wing6d speed — 

1 may not mount on thee again — thou ’rt sold, my Arab steed ! 

Fret not with that impatient hoof — snuff* not the breezy wind — 

The farther that thou fliest now, so far am I behind ; 

The stranger hath thy bridle rein — thy master hath kis gold — 

Fleet-limbed and beautiful ! farewell ! — thou ’rt sold, my steed, thou ’rt sold ! 

Farewell ! those free, untired limbs full many a mile must roam, 

To reach the chill and wintry sky which clouds the stranger’s home ; 

Some other hand, less fond, must now thy corn and bed prepare ; 

The silky mane I braided once, must be another’s care! 

The morning sun shall dawn again, but never more with thee 
Shall I gallop through the desert paths where we were wont to be ; 

Evening shall darken on the earth, and o’er the sandy plain 
Some other steed, with slower step, shall bear me home again. 

Yes, thou must go ! the wild free breeze, the brilliant sun and sky, 

Thy master’s home — from all of these, my exiled one must fly. 

Thy proud, dark eye will grow less proud, thy step become less fleet, 

And Tainly shall thou arch thy neck, thy master’s hand to meet. 

Only in sleep shall I behold that dark eye, glancing bright, 

Only in sleep shall hear again that step so firm ana light ; 

Ana when I raise my dreaming arm to check or cheer thy speed, 

Then must I starting wake, to feel — thou *rt sold, my Arab steed ! 

Ah ! rudely then, unseen by me, some cruel hand may chide, 

Till foam-wreaths lie, like crested waves, along thy panting side ; 

And the rich blood that ’s in thee swells, in thy indignant pain, 

Till careless eyes, which rest on thee, may count each started vein. 

WiU they ill-use thee ? If I thought — but no, it cannot be — 

Thou art so swift, yet easy curbed ; so gentle, yet so free 1 

And yet, if haply when thou ’rt gone, my lonely heart should yearn. 

Can the hand which casts thee from it now, command thee to return ? 

Return ! alas ! my Arab steed ! what shall thy master do. 

When thou who wert his all of joy, hast vanished from his view '? 

When the dim distance cheats mine eye, and through the gath’ring tears 
Thy bright form, for a moment, like the false mirage appears, 

Slow and unmounted will I roam, with weary foot alone. 

Where, with fleet step and joyous bound, thou oft has borne me on ; 

And, sitting by the pyramids, I ’ll pause and sadly think, 

“ It was here he bowed his glossy neck when last 1 saw him drink !” 

When last I saw thee drink l — away 1 the fever’d dream is o’er — 

I could not live a day, and know that we should meet no more ! 

They tempted me, my beautiful ! for hunger’s power is strong — * 

They tempted me, my beautiful 1 but I have loved too long. 

Who said that 1 had given thee up 1 Who said that thou wert sold ? 

*T is false — t is false, my Arab steed 1 I fling them back their gold ! 

Thus, thus, I leap upon thy back, and scour the distant plains ; 

Away ! who overtakes us now, shall claim thee for his pains ! 
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FAMILIAR COMMENTS ON ARCHITECTURE. 
NO. V. 


The origin of distinctive Homan Architecture is wrapt in impene- 
trable obscurity. We mean by distinctive Roman architecture, the 
introduction and use of the Arch, in spanning openings and spaces, 
instead of the straight lintels used by the Greeks ; for beyond this, the 
Romans produced no style or model of their own, having adopted a 
debased form of Grecian architecture, not in its principle and substance, 
but in its effect and semblance. The two orders introduced by them, 
namely, the Tuscan and the Composite, have not even the merit of 
originality, nor are they deductions from the better Grecian models 
emanating from a people of more cultivated tastes, and higher motives, 
but are debasements of purer ideas and better examples mixed and 
jumbled together, without regard to principle or intelligent effect; an 
attempt to captivate the eye by mixing the perfect models into one 
confused and unintelligible mass. 

The studious care exercised by the Greeks, to preserve an uniform 
optical effect, perpendicularly and horizontally throughout their works, 
appears also to have been unknown or misunderstood by the Romans, 
as they attempt to carry out no such defined outline ; and for this 
reason their columns appear too slight and hollow in the middle, 
wanting the entasis or swell given to the Grecian pillars, correcting the 
irradiation which gives rise to this peculiar optical illusion. The effect 
of this was not only studied by the Greeks, from a point of sight at a 
few yards distant, but for a mile or more from the object. 

The only Roman works worthy of a distinct name and position in 
architecture, are their aqueducts : those gigantic and truly wonderful 
efforts of Roman perseverance, — simple in form, having only the square 
piers and boldly spanning arch connecting them ; sometimes with piers 
rising to an almost extravagant height, and again with tiers of pier and 
arch in stories over each other, — are instances which may certainly be 
regarded as examples of a pure and original style in architecture, and 
as among the most successful developments of the great idea of that 
style. In principle and construction they are perfect, and want only a 
proper and corresponding order of detail and appropriate decoration. 
The massive and towering form of the aqueduct stood in no need of any 
ornament to give character to the development of its style ; its bold 
effect overcame any such necessity ; but their ornamental structures 
required an appropriate enrichment which should have originated out 
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of the style, and have disclosed itself progressively with the advancing 
taste and judgment of its authors, and not have been borrowed from 
other forms and principles. 

From the naked arch construction, we come to examples where the 
Grecian details and features are of secondary effect; the piers and 
arches still being the leading characteristic. The exterior of their 
amphitheatres, die colossinm, and many of their provincial works have 
this impress : the Grecian members being mere enrichments, creating 
no impression, and stamping no particular character upon the main 
building. Beyond these structures we find nothing worthy of imitation. 

It is very remarkable that so many gross errors should have been 
perpetuated throughout the whole range of the vast Roman Empire ; 
but wherever Roman power extended, wherever her victorious cohorts 
carried the march of her great conquests, there the works of the Cscsars 
still remain, rivalling in their splendor our own feeble attempts at art, 
displaying a gorgeousness executed regardloss of cost and labor, and 
yet showing how incapable they were, as a people, to feel and appreciate 
a spirit of true beauty. But if the architecture of Pagan Rome 
accomplished but little for itself, yet it originated a style taken up aud 
faintly foreshadowed by Christian Rome in its long arcades and basilicas, 
naturally developed in other lands, wrought out in all the pleasing 
variety of spire and buttress, arch and groin, with long aisles and tall, 
peerless naves, not starting into life with the first effort, but gradually 
arrived at through the Romanesque, Basilican, Lombardic and Norman 
styles, each lending its aid and influence to bring it to maturity. The 
transition from the Greco-Roman to a new florid style worked out in 
the basilican, is contemporaneous with the introduction of Christianity 
into Rome. The first basilicas were built as halls for the administration 
of justice, and used also as places of resort for merchants ; an exchange, 
as it would now ho termed : this plan was afterwards adopted as being 
the best suited for every purpose of Christian worship. They were 
long, rectangular buildings, composed of a lofty nave, the superstructure 
of which was supported upon columns, with an aisle on each side. At 
the upper end was a large niche, with a raised platform in front of it, 
partitioned off from the ie9t of the building. This was the place 
where justice was administered. The Emperor Constantine was the 
first to adopt this form as a model for Christian churches, adding a 
transept to them which very mnch increased the effect of their beautiful 
interiors, as well as giving to the edifice the shape of a crucifix, a 
characteristic emblem of the religion. Some of these buildings are 
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exceedingly beautiful. Entering through a portico, the eye is cap- 
tivated by the grand appearance of the lofty colonnades and soaring 
arches spanning the naves and aisles. The columns supporting the 
superstructure of the nave, were often composed of various kinds of 
marble and granite in the same building, mostly taken from other more 
ancient and remarkable buildings, to decorate and adorn these struc- 
tures. All the variety of form that can be produced by the intersec- 
tion of the arch into groins, with their deep panels and heavy groin 
mouldings, is to be found in the ceiling. The walls of the chapels 
blaze forth with the dazzling brightness of polished marble of various 
colors, many very richly stained with jasper, lapis lazuli, and precious 
stones. The floors are laid with tesselated pavements of most curious 
design and ingenious workmanship ; and bronze and gold and silver 
adorn the entire edifices from floor to roof. Fluted and reeded columns, 
with gorgeously carved capitals ; canopies, with a profusion of elaborately 
carved foilage in wreaths and clusters, colored or gilt with lavish splen- 
dor, and contrasting violently with each other, all assist to create t 
peculiar beauty and magnificence which cannot be surpassed. The 
combinations in the elevations, of which this style is susceptible, and 
the rich field it opens to the architect for displaying variety in the 
design, have all been taken advantage of in these great works, and to 
which further reference will be made in ouf next article. 

Abchitxct. 


A Noble Aim. — The great aim and end of our exertions, as Masons, 
should be to place the Masonic Institution upon that moral eminence 
where it may be viewed with admiration by all mankind. Founded, 
as it was, on the best attributes of human nature — calculated, as it is. 
to bring into activity the most noble impulses of the human heart, we, 
who are now responsible, not only for its safety, but if possible, for its 
improvement, shall have a startling account to settle with the Deity 
hereafter, if we are false to our trust — if we suffer this sacred institu- 
tion, second only to the holy religion we all profess, to become less 
important to humanity — less efficient in the great cause of beneva 
lence — less respected and lees revered by the great human family, than 
it was when it came into our keeping.— B. French. 
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MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE — QUERIES AND 
REPLIES. 


In oar Lodge, (in Michigan,) a Bro. has been tried ; the charges 
were not in writing, and the Bro. is convicted. What coarse should 
he pursue ? Please to speak through The Ashlar. 

Ans. He should carry the matter before the Grand Lodge in Jan- 
uary. If the facts be as stated, that body will undoubtedly declare the 
action of the Lodge null and void, and send the matter back to them 
to act on it as they may deem best. ^ It is well settled that charges 
against a Bro. should be in writing. 

Bro. Weston : Should Brethren wishing to obtain a dispensation 
for a new Lodge, get demits from the Lodge to which they now belong, 
in order to get their dispensation ? 

Ans. In jurisdictions where the Grand Lodge has not regulated 
the matter by permitting Brethren, who wish to obtain a dispensation 
for a new Lodge, to still retain their old membership, we think they 
should first obtain demits. A Lodge under dispensation, although 
restricted in its powers and privileges, is nevertheless a Lodge, and no 
Bro. ought to belong to two Lodges at one and the same time. There 
is, however, on this point, a difference of opinion among learned 
Masons. 


Friknd W. : When a member is suspended for non-payment of 
dues, and pays them, is it necessary to take a vote of the Lodge to 
restore him ? 

Ans. It is not, unless the by-laws require it. Usually, the member 
is restored on the happening of a certain contingency, t. e., the pay- 
ment of his dues. When he pays them, that act places him where he 
was before bis suspension. 

My dear Bro. Weston : Should an E. A. be admitted to a Fellow 
Craft’s Lodge, or a F. C. to a Master Mason’s Lodge, to be examined 
as to his proficiency ? It is frequently done. 

Ans. We are aware that the practice alluded to, too frequently 
prevails. It is entirely wrong. No profane should ever be admitted 
to a Lodge wben opened on any degree; and for similar reasons, 
(which must be obvious to every Mason on reflection,) no Bro. should 
be admitted to a Lodge which is opened on a degree which he has not 
taken. 

14 — vol. ra. no. v. 
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Allyn Westo^, Esq . — Dear Sir and Bro . : After a ballot has 
been taken and declared clear on the application of a candidate for the 
benefits of Masonry, and the meeting closed, what course should he 
pursued to prevent the initiation of the person elected, by a Bro. who 
finds he is unworthy ? 

Ans. Objection should be made to the Master, whose duty it is to 
guard his Lodge against the admission of the unworthy. If he refuse 
to listen to the objections, complaint can be made to the G. M., who 
has power to deal with Masters till the meeting of the G. L. 


A BROTHER'S RENUNCIATION OF MASONRY— 
A LODGE WITHOUT A CHARTER. 


This following extracts are taken from the report of the Committee 
on Foreign Correspondence, of the Grand Lodge of Missouri : 

“ The G. L. of Connecticut met at New Haven, May 14th, 5856. 
Theodore Spencer, G. M. His address is an able one. We notice in 
the proceedings that St. Mark’s Lodge No. 36, some years ago, for- 
feited their charter by failing to make returns. In 1841 they petitioned 
for liberty to v Tsume work. Permission was granted, and the Lodge 
subsequently resumed labor: candidates were entered, passed and 
raised, and some of them were elected officers, and duly installed. 
While matters were thus progressing, * it was ascertained that the Lodge 
was working without a charter, it having been destroyed by fire while 
the Lodge was dormant.’ G. M. Spencer says, ‘ I must confess I am 
at a loss what action to recommend ; these persons have taken the 
degrees in good faith, supposing they were in a regular Lodge; but 
they are in fact clandestine Masons , and must be treated as such.’ 
The G. Lodge granted a charter, and recognized the Brethren as ‘ reg- 
ular made Masons.’ How the Brethren received visitors, how they 
gave the monitorial lecture in the Master’s degree, or how they installed 
a Master, without a charter, passeth our comprehension. Had such 
gross ignorance occurred in this Western wilderness, we should have 
made a few — not very complimentary — remarks. As it is, we only 
quote their own G. Master’s opinion, that they ‘ had no right to be so 
ignorant.’ 

“The report on Foreign Correspondence is an elaborate work of 
ninety-seven pages, and reviews the proceedings of thirty G. Lodges 
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1 with as much brevity as is consistent with the duty of a particular 
notice of each 0. Lodge.’ It is from the pen of Bro. Wm. Storer, 
and his report shows him truly a storer of good things, and we assert, 
even at the risk of censure from our Delaware Brethren, that it is one 
of the best expositions of the workings of Masonry we have ever seen.” 

The following is copied entire from the report of the G. L. of 
Alabama : 

“ A Brother stated to the Lodge that be wished to withdraw entirely 
from Masonry ; he did not wish a demit ; he bad no ill-feeling toward 
Masonry, but he had joined a church opposed to all secret societies, 
and desiring to conform to the rules of the church, he wished it might 
be understood that his withdrawal was something more than a demit* 
that it should place him in the same position he would occupy had to 
never joined the fraternity.’ The Grand Master 1 reoommended i ho 
Lodge to grant him a demit, it being the only means of withdrawal 
known to our institution, and to inform him that it was not in their 
power to change the past, or undo what had been done ; that no power 
could relieve him from his moral and personal obligations to perform 
his Masonic duties ; that having once freely consented thereto, he was 
still required to obey the moral law, and to relieve his Brethren in then* 
distresses, and if such conduct was contrary to the rules of Ids church, 
to let him go in peace.’ ” 


HEr* All preferment among Masons is grounded upon real worth and 
personal merit only ; that so the lords may bo well served, the brethren 
not put to shame, nor the Royal Craft despised : Therefore, no Master 
or Warden is chosen by seniority, bnt for his merit It is impossible 
to describe these things in writing, and every brother must attend in 
his place, and learn them in a way peculiar to this fraternity : Only 
candidates may know, that no Master should take an Apprentice, unless 
he has sufficient employment for him, and unless he be a perfect youth, 
having no maim or defect in his body, that may render him incapable 
of learning the art, of serving his Master’s lord, and of being made a 
brother, and then a Fellow Craft in due time, even after he has served 
such a term of years as the custom of the country directs ; and that 
be should be descended of honest parents ; that so, when otherwise 
qualified, he may arrive at the honor of being the Warden, and then 
the Master of the Lodge, the Grand Warden, and at length the Grand 
Master of all the Lodges, according to his merit . — Ancient Const . 
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UNIVERSALITY OF MASONRY. 


In these days when there is a disposition manifested to warp Masonry 
from its propor sphere, and make it instrumental in promoting the reli- 
gious tenets of sects, it is well for us to listen to the words of wisdom 
spoken by the wise and accomplished of our Order. The following 
extract from an address of our late Bio. De Witt Clinton, admonishes 
us to be cautious, lest we injure Masonry by endeavoring to engraft 
upon it our peculiar religious views : 

“It must be made obvious to a mind of the least reflection, that 
were Masonry to prescribe particular tenets and opinions in religion for 
her votaries, that it would be utterly incompatible with the universality 
of the Order. For this, and the reasons before mentioned, she has 
wisely avoided an explicit patronage of any theological creed. The 
great fundamentals of natural religion she venerates and adores ; an 
atheist can find no admission within the walls of a Lodge. She well 
knows that in taking the religion of nature as the ground-work of her 
faith, she not only rests upon the immutable foundations of truth, but 
that she adopts a language in which the wise and virtuous of all nations, 
countries and languages agree — that those systems of artificial theology 
which have either flourished on the soil of popular delusion and impos- 
ture, or been immediately communicated from the Great First Cause, 
always court the assistance and coincide with the principles of natural 
religion. Masonry, therefore, opens her arms to the followers of all 
systems of religion. The Mahometan, the Jew, the Christian and the 
Theist, throwing aside the madness of religious hatred, meet under her 
protection as friends and Brothers. As Christian Masons, acknowledg- 
ing the divinity of Christ, we have introduced the Bible into our Lodges 
to manifest our belief in the doctrines which it inculcates. In like 
manner, the followers of Moses, Mahomet and Brama, may introduce 
into their Masonic assemblies, their Pentateuch, their Alcoran and tbeir 
Vedam ; and yet the unity of Masonry would remain — the essential 
principles on which she moves would be the same— she would still 
declare to her votaries, * I regard not to what sect you attach your- 
selves ; venerate the popular religion of your respective countries; 
follow the light of your own understandings ; forget not, however, the 
doctrines of a religion of nature ; adore the Great Architect of the 
Universe ; acknowledge the immortal soul, and look forward to a state 
of future retribution, whon the virtuous of all religions and countries 
shall meet together and enjoy never-fading bliss.’ 
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44 We learn from sacred history, that all the inhabitants of the earth 
are descended from the same stook. The ancestors of ns all were onoe 
linked together by the ties of consanguinity, and the duties of such a 
near relation were incumbent upon them. One principal branoh of the 
morality of our Order consists in restoring that tender connection 
among men, which the infinite diversities of family, tribe and nation, 
had nearly reduced to nothing. It inculcates upon its members, in 
their conduct to each other, the reciprocal rights and duties of Brethren, 
that this artificial consanguinity shall operate with as much force and 
effect as the natural relationship of blood. A man is bound to consult 
the happiness — to promote the interests of his Brother ; to abstain from 
reproach, censure and unjust suspicions ; to warn him of the macbinir 
tions of his enemies ; to apprise him of his errors ; to protect the chas- 
tity of his house ; to defend his life, his property, and, what is dearer 
to a man of honor, his character, against unjust attacks ; to relieve his 
wants and distresses ; to instill into his mind proper ideas of conduct 
in the department of life which he is called to fill ; and let me add, to 
foster his schemes of interest and promotion, if compatible with the 
paramount duties owing to the community. If such are the obligations 
which a man owes to his Brother, they are precisely the duties which 
one Freemason ought to perform to another. Our Order enjoins them 
as rules, from which nothing can justify a deviation, and considers 
their infraction a violation of honor, conscience and religion ; a prosti- 
tution of all that is deemed sacred and venerable among men. 

“ But Masonry does not confine the benignity of her precepts to her 
followers ; she rises higher in the scale of moral excellence, and enjoins 
the observance of honor, honesty and good faith to all men ; she 
espouses the cause of universal benevolence and virtue ; she declares, 
as unworthy of her patronage, those who violate the laws of rectitude, 
and her votaries exemplify in their lives the truth of the remark, that 
although there be vicious men in the fraternity, yet that they are better 
than they would be if they were not Masons. Of all the virtues which 
adorn our institution, heaven-born charity stands preeminent in rank. 
It is not, however, that restricted beneficence, which is confined to the 
administration of pecuniary relief : It comprises all the benevolent 
affections which one rational being can entertain for another ; it teaches 
us to think, to speak and to act in the most favorable and friendly 
manner, with regard to our fellow creatures. Those who have mixed 
in a small degree in the world, must have witnessed the distorted views 
in which a man’s conduct has been represented. Some have a native 
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propensity to discolor the excellencies, and to exaggerate the failings of 
others — the least fault is magnified into an inexpiable vice ; die defects 
of nature become the subject of shameless ridicule, and the most inno- 
cent actions are attributed to the worst of motives. There are others 
who, ambitious of shining in the walks of wit, make unfriendly obser- 
vations when the heart harbors no malignity ; and who, for the sake of 
exciting a momentary pleasure in their companions, often rack the 
feelings of a worthy friend. Masonic charity explodes such improper 
practices. The fruits of a fellow creature are to be scanned with a 
Brother’s eye ; the imperfections of humanity are not to be ranked in 
the catalogue of bis vices, and if glaring defects are seen in his con- 
duct and character, we are not to trumpet them forth to the world, and 
commit to the eagle wings of immortal scandal, those failings which 
should be buried in our benevolent sensibilities.” 


DR. DODD. 

Un Extract from tfc Hrtwlstions of a Xqttarc. 

“ We found,” said the Square, 44 the new R. W. M. very methodi- 
cal in all his Masonic arrangements ; and hence, you may be certain 
that bis Lodge was placed at once under a systematic mode of manage- 
ment He used to say that, as the R. W. M. represents the risingsnn, 
he ought to make his appearance in the east with the unvarying regu- 
larity which his protoype displays. And, accordingly, the following 
routine was always punctually observed. He opened the Lodge at the 
exact hour and minute expressed in the by-laws ; and from this practice 
he never, on any occasion, deviated. When the Lodge was open, and 
the Officers at their post, the Secretary was desired to read the Minutes 
of the last Lodge, which were then formally put for confirmation. If 
there happened to be an initiation, passing, or raising, on the books, it 
took precedence of all other business, and preparations were immedi- 
ately made for introducing the candidate. After the ceremony was 
over, any motion, of which notice stood on the book, was entertained, 
and temperately discussed. Then followed a lecture, adapted in length 
to time, for the J. W. was called on to exercise his peculiar duty at 
nine o’clock precisely. At the expiration of half an hour, which was 
spent in cheerful conversation, song, and toast, the R. W. Master’s 
gavel struck one, and was followed by a dead silence, — the Lodge was 
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called from refreshment to labor, with the proper ceremonies ; and the 
R. W. M. was prepared to receive propositions of candidates, notices of 
motions, or any general observations for the benefit of Masonry in 
general, or that particular Lodge ; and at ten the Lodge was dosed, and 
the Brethren departed to their own homes,— except at the quarterly 
sappers, which were conducted with the same order and decorum, and 
broke up at midnight 

“ The consequences of this system of regularity,” the Square con- 
tinued, “were soon viable in the increase and improvement of the 
members ; and many of the Brethren became so well acquainted with 
the ritual, and understood the ceremonies so perfectly, as to be fully 
equal to the duties of the chair ; although, for the succeeding three 
years, no one would accept the office of R. W. M. under an appre- 
hension that the retirement of the present Master might perchance 
deteriorate from the popularity which the Lodge had so deservedly 
attained under his judicious management It is time that Dr. Dodd 
frequently expressed a wish to resign the chair at the expiration of his 
year of office, but he was always reelected without a dissentient voice. 

“ And what was the secret of this continued popularity ?” said the 
Square, interrogatively. “ I can tell you. It was comprised in a 
single word — Discipline. He would never overlook an infringement 
of the by-laws. On that point he was inflexible. Discipline, he said, 
was the cement of the Order. Once relax your discipline, and the 
whole fabric will soon be dissolved. Loosen the cement of the Lodge, 
and the building will fall to the ground. The result of this manage- 
ment was, that, during the time he held his high office, there was not 
a single dispute in the Lodge ; and all differences of opinion were set- 
tled so amicably as to give entire satisfaction to all the parties con- 
cerned. 

“ He never paraded himself to the prejudice of others, but embraced 
every opportunity of ‘ conferring honor where honor was due.’ De- 
serving Brethren were brought prominently forward, as objects of 
esteem and confidence ; and all Masonic rewards were accessible to the 
industrious Brother, without regard to his situation in life, provided he 
were a good and worthy man in his social relations. The Lodge might 
be compared to a hive of bees. All were equally industrious ; every 
Brother discharged, with assiduous punctuality, his individual duty, 
without reference to others ; order and harmony prevailed amidst the 
multifarious employment ; no jostling, no interference with eaoh other’s 
work, — all united in the one great labor of increasing the stock of 


Digitized by 


Google 



216 


THE ASHLAR. 


honey, until the hive was abundantly stored with its golden sweetness. 
Now, although the attainments of Dr. Dodd in Masomy were of 
the highest order, he assumed no airs of superiority, and was ever 
ready to communicate knowledge to all who were willing to receive it 
His conduct in the chair was mild and dignified ; and, although he sus- 
tained its authority by suppressing at once and firmly all attempts at 
insubordination or infraction of the Constitutions, he never took advan- 
tage of his power to promote any private purposes of his own, or to 
silence a temporary opponent by harshness of manner, or an undue 
exercise of the authority vested in him as the Chief! In a word, the 
work of the Lodge was scientifically arranged ; and a judicious division 
of labor did not fail to produce a harmonious result. 

“ During the mastership of Dr. Dodd,” the Square continued, “a 
circumstance occurred which I must not pass over in silenoe, as it dis- 
plays a discriminating liberality equally with a high sense of duty 
toward a Brother suffering under unmerited distress and persecution. 
We had at this time a member whom I will call Bro. Watson. He 
had been in reputable circumstances during the early part of his life, 
but, through unavoidable misfortunes, he had gradually declined, until, 
at length, he found it difficult to provide for the necessities of his 
family. As he had been for many years a consistent member of the 
Lodge, and uniformly active and zealous, he was held in great esteem 
by the Brethren at large. 

*' It so happened that he had given mortal offence to a certain attor- 
ney, who was the most artful of dodgers, (excuse the phrase, but it if 
not misapplied,) and .the magnum opus of sheriff’s officers; for be to 
the son of a bumbailiff, and had been the drudge of an attorney’s 
office for a dozen years to earn his articles. This worthy menaced poor 
Bro. Watson with ruin, whenever a chance might arise for effecting it; 
and every one that knew him was satisfied a priori that he would keep 
his word. Tears passed over without any such chance occurring. At 
length, however, Bro. Watson fell into insuperable difficulties, and, in 
an unfortunate moment, accepted from the vindictive lawyer a loan of 
twenty pounds. Like the deadly boa-constrictor, he then proceeded to 
wind his loathly coils about his prey, that no hope might remain of 
liberation or escape. 

“ To secure his victim, he had delayed his vengeance, that it might 
be the more certain and inevitable. Under the pretence of friendship, 
and pity for the poor man’s necessities, he declined, for three yean 
together, to receive interest for his money, on the pretext that the pay- 
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ment might be inconvenient ; bat, at the end of that time, he sent in 
a bill for principal, interest, and law expenses, amounting to thirty 
pounds, with an intimation that if the money was not paid forthwith, 
he would arrest him and throw him into gaol. 

“ This was the trump-card, — you shall hear how he lost the game. 

“ The above gentle intimation was received by Bro. Watson a few 
days before our regular monthly meeting ; and, as the fact became 
known amongst the Brethren, the Lodge was numerously attended. 
After the usual business had been disposed of, the R. W. M. requested 
Bro. Watson to state his case, which he did in simple and affecting 
language— for he was not eloquent — and the sympathy of the Brethren 
was only equaled by their disgust at the pettifogger’s crooked and dis- 
graceful policy. 

“ When Bro. Watson concluded, Dr. Dodd rose gracefully from his 
chair, and taking out his purse, announced that he was about to place 
five guineas in the hands of the Treasurer, as the nucleus of a sub- 
scription, to liberate their unfortunate Brother from the fangs of his 
persecutor, expressing, at the same time, a hope that the Brethren 
would be willing to second his endeavors, and commending to their 
consideration the atrocity of the attempt, and the extreme suffering to 
which it would subject his wife and children, should they permit it to 
be successful. 1 Whether the attorney winces or winces not, is a mat- 
ter of little moment,’ continued the worthy Doctor. 1 Let the money 
he paid, and our worthy Brother be rescued from his pitiless clutches.’ 

“ The appeal was responded to with enthusiasm ; and it was at once 
and unanimously determined to save our hapless Brother from destruc- 
tion. For this purpose, twenty guineas were subscribed on the spot ; 
and it was resolved nem. dis. that the balance should bo taken from 
the Lodge fund, as a loan, to be repaid on a future day, and the debt 
discharged without the slightest delay. 

“ The Master and Wardens called on the attorney the very next day 
for that purpose ; and it is impossible to express the astonishment which 
he displayed at hearing that the money had been raised in the Lodge 
on the previous evening as a voluntaiy offering to relieve the wants and 
alleviate the distresses of a worthy and meritorious Brother. He could 
scarcely believe that such a disinterested instance of benevolence was 
possible; but when convinced, by ocular demonstration, that it did 
really exist, could only say — and the expression was attended with a 
most remarkable contortion of visage when he found his vengeance so 
effectually defeated — ‘ Aye, this is the curse of Masonry.’ 

•▲literal feet. 
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MASONIC CURIOSITIES.* 

8s 8ro. tftf Brb. I. £. £tortot$sm, 8. Nefo Collegt, ©ifort. 

Thsrb are doubtless many curious old Masonic books and manuscripts 
stowed away in various libraries in different parts of our land, with 
which the Brethren of the Craft are little, probably many not at all, 
acquainted, but which nevertheless contain at least entertaining, if not 
instructive matter. 

It appears from the catalogue of the far-famed Bodleian Libraiy in 
the University of Oxford, that Freemasonry is so far an important sub- 
ject, that several works on the science have found a place even in that 
valuable collection, one of which is the subject of the present article. 

It seems to be a kind of Masonic album, or common-place book, 
belonging to Bro. Richard Rawlinson, LL.D., and F.R.S., of the fol- 
lowing Lodges : — Sash and Cocoa-tree, Moorfields, 37 ; St Paul’s 
Head, Ludgate street, 40 ; Rose Tavern, Cheapside, and Oxford Arms, 
Ludgate street, 94 ; in which he inserted anything which struck him 
either as useful or particularly amusing. It is partly in manuscript, 
partly in print, and comprises some ancient Masonic charges, constitu- 
tions, forms of summons, a list of all the Lodges of his time under the 
G. L. of England, whether in London, the country, or abroad ; together 
with some extracts from the “ Grubstreet Journal,” the “General 
Evening Post,” and other Journals of the day. The dates range from 
1724 to 1740. 

The first leaves of this book consist of the advertisements of various 
tradesmen, who probably thought that an intimation that they were 
members of the Masonic body would bring “ grist to the mill.” Ac- 
cordingly, the first of these consists of a medallion in one corner, con- 
taining a figure, which I shall have occasion to describe presently, and 
the motto, “ Ab origine mundi ,” underneath it : while in the centre is 
a Freemason, (supposed, we imagine, to be a P. M., as he carries in 
his hand the celebrated Forty-seventh Proposition of the First Book of 
Euclid, and probably intended for Mr. Carrington himself,) clothed in 
white apron, and the old-fashioned white gauntlets, which are now so 
seldom seen, indeed, I only know one Brother who wears them now, in 
old P. M. in Cardiff At the foot of this picture are the following 
words : — 4 * Carrington’s best mild York River Tobacco.” There are also 
three other tobacco advertisements, two of which are 41 Betts’s best 


• From the London Freemason’! Monthly Magazine. 
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Virginia the third, (a most elaborate picture of an architect showing 
the ground plan of a building to a W. M. and other Brethren, sur- 
rounded by Masonic implements of all kinds,) of “Stainer’s best 
Virginia.” 

It is dear from these advertisements that the custom of making Free- 
masonry of use for increasing trade, was then, as it is now, very com- 
monly adopted ; it is a custom “ more honored in the breach than in 
die observance,” and I confess that I much dislike to see the square 
and compasses, or interlaced triangles, or any Masonic emblems, dis- 
played on a tradesman’s card, or at the top of a playbill, announcing a 
benefit night for a country actor, with a request to his “ Brethren ” 
to support him. In the present day there is no knowing whether the 
“ Brother” so advertising is a Freemason or an Odd Fellow, for the 
Odd Fellows, too, have adopted the square and compasses, cross pens, 
and other Masonic emblems, and I have before now seen precisely 
the same emblems used indiscriminately in a local paper, heading 
advertisements both for Freemasons and Odd Fellows.. Such practices 
cannot be in accordance with the spirit of the Craft, for as every one 
before his initiation signs a declaration that he is not induced to join 
tbe Craft from any mercenary motion, he surely ought not afterwards 
to attempt to make Freemasonry a portion of his trade. By the above 
remarks, I do not mean to cast a slur on the character of any of our 
ancient Brethren ; the above instances are quoted merely to show what 
was then in vogue, but in the present advanced and enlightened age, 
such practices are surely most reprehensible. 

The next thing worthy of remark in Dr. Rawlinson’s book, is a 
circular of the Hurlo-Thrumbo Society. What may have been the 
distinguishing characteristics of this Society, I am not prepared to say, 
bat will simply give a description of their circular. It is headed by the 
figure to which I alluded, in the advertisement of “ Carrington’s Best 
Mild York River Tobacco which is made up of a human head and 
breast, with beard and moustaches, a horse’s ears, neck and mane, and 
tbe wings and tail of a dragon ; it is represented as issuing from a stone 
wall, with tbe motto : “ Rtsum teneatis amici above, and “ Ab 
origine mundi” below. The form of summons is as follows : 

“ Sir, — . 

“ You are desired to meet the President, Senior Fellows, and the rest of the 

Hon Society of HURLO-THRUMBO, at , on Friday, the — day 

of , at 1 - noon, being the Feast day of said Society. 

“ By order of the 

" Given at ” " President” 
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I insert this not for its real value, but merely as a sample of the 
many Societies of the same kind which existed at the time, and to which, 
(though probably a kind of bastard Freemasonry,) Dr. Rawlinson, 
perhaps, belonged, for much the same reasons for which many Masons 
now belong to the Order of ancient Britons, Druids, Foresters, etc* 
merely for the sake of conviviality, or to oblige a friend, or for some 
similar reason. 

There is also an old Grand Lodge summons of the year 1732, 
when Lord Viscount Montague was M. W. G. M. The form of sum- 
mons is — 


“Montague, 

Grand Master. 

You are desired to meet your Brethren, 

The Free and Accepted Masons, 

On the , at 12 a clock at Noon, to chuse a Grand Master 

and other general officers, and to dine. 

No 563. 

10 Shillings 6d. 

Sturt Sculpsit. 

N. B. — No Brother admitted uncloath’d or arm'd.” 


0^ If we survey Freemasonry as it existed in the early part of the 
seventeenth century, we shall find it to consist of three degrees only, 
and them chiefly operative. In our own country we search in vain for 
evidence of a Lodge of pure speculative Masonry. The operative 
Lodges preserved and transmitted our secrets, taught morality and theo- 
retical science, and received amongst their members kings, peers, and 
prelates, who were lovers of architectural studies and pursuits ; thus 
blending speculative and operative Masonry, until the latter portion 
was excluded at the revival of the Order in 1717. After this period, 
I regret to say, that Freemasonry does not present the pleasing picture 
of Brethren working together in harmony and brotherly love — promo- 
ting each other’s welfare, and rejoicing in each other’s prosperity. On 
the contrary, we find innovation piled upon innovation, till the pore 
and holy system, based on religion and the love of God, became a 
Babel of confusion, diverging by gradual steps from purity, until it 
degenerated to a system of words and names, of contention and dispute; 
and what is more to be lamented, in some of its novel grades, it aban- 
doned its secure foundation of revealed religion, and delighted in the 
religion of nature, as it was termed, or in plainer language, of infidel- 
ity. — Oliver . 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



THE ASHLAR. 


221 


MASONIC PASSAGES OF SCBIPTUBE.* 

»fi *. e. JKacHtfl, JB. 9. 

By an ancient usage of the Craft, the Book of the Law is always 
spread open in the Lodge. There is in this, as in every thing else that 
fs Masonic, an appropriate symbolism. The Book of the Law is the 
Great Light of Masoniy. 

But the Book of the Law is not opened at random. In each degree 
there are appropriate passages, whose allusion to the design of the de- 
gree or to some part of its ritual makes it expedient that the Book 
should be opened upon those passages. 

Masonic usage has not always been constant, nor is it now universal 
in relation to what particular passages shall be unfolded in each degree. 
The custom in this country, at least since the publication of Webb’s 
Monitor, has been very uniform, and is as follows : 

In the first degree, the Bible is opened at Psalm cxxxiii, an elo- 
quent description of the beauty of brotherly love, and hence most 
appropriate as the illustration of a society whose existence is dependent 
on that noble principle. In the second degree, the passage adopted is 
Amos vii, 7, 8, in which the allusion evidently is to the plumb line, an 
important emblem of that degree. In the third degree, the Bible is 
opened at Ecclesiastes xii, 1 — 7, in which the description of old age 
and death is appropriately applied to the sacred object of this degree. 

We have said that the choice of these passages has not always been 
the same. At different periods various passages have been selected, 
but always with great appropriateness, as may be seen from the follow- 
ing brief sketch : 

Formerly, the Book of the Law was opened in the first degree, at 
the 22nd chapter of Genesis, which gives an account of Abraham’s 
intended sacrifice of Isaac. As this event constituted the First Grand 
Offering , commemorated by our ancient Brethren, by which the 
ground floor of the Apprentices’ Lodge was consecrated, it seems to 
have been very appropriately selected as the passage for this degree. 
That part of the 28th chapter of Genesis, which records the vision of 
Jacob’s ladder, was also, with equal appositeness, selected as the pas- 
sage for the first degree. 

The following passage from I. Kings, vi, 8, was, during one part of 
the last century, used in the second degree : 

“ The door of the middle chamber was in the right side of the house. 


# American Frefttaason. 
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and they went np with winding stairs into the middle chamber, pnd oat 
of the middle into the third.” 

The appositenesB of this passage to the Fellow Craft’s degree, will 
hardly be disputed. 

At another time the following passage from II. Chronicles, iii, 17, 
was selected for the second degree. Its appropriateness will be equally 
evident : 

“ And he reared np the pillars before the temple, one on the right 
hand, and the other on the left ; and called the name of that on the 
right hand Jachin, and the name of that on the left Boaz.” 

The words of Amos v, 25, 26, were sometimes adopted as the pas- 
sage for the third degree : 

“ Have ye offered unto me sacrifices and offerings in the wilderness 
forty years, 0 house of Israel ? But ye have borne the tabernacle of 
your Moloch and Chiun, your images, the star of your god, which ye 
made yourselves.” 

The allusions in this paragraph are not so evident as the others. 
They refer to historical matters which were once embodied in the 
ancient lectures of Freemasonry. In them the sacrifices of the Isra- 
elite to Moloch were fully described, and a tradition, belonging to the 
third degree, informs us, that Hiram Abif did much to extirpate this 
idolatrous worship from the religious system of Tyre. 

The sixth chapter, II. Chronicles, which contains the prayer of King 
Solomon at the dedication of the temple, was also used at one time for 
the third degree. Perhaps, however, this was with less fitness than 
any other of the passages quoted, since the events commemorated in 
the third degree took place at a somewhat earlier period than the dedi- 
cation. Such a passage might more appropriately be annexed to the 
ceremonies of the Most Excellent Master as practiced in this countiy. 

At present the usage in England differs in respect to the choice of 
passages from that adopted in this country. 

There the Bible is opened in the first degree at Ruth iv, 7. 

“ Now this was the manner in former time in Israel, concerning 
redeeming and concerning changing, for to confirm all things, a man 
plucked off his shoo, and gave it to his neighbor, and this was a testi- 
mony in Israel.” 

In the second degree, the passage opened is at Judges, xii, 6. 

“ Then said they unto him, say now Shibboleth ; and he said Sibbo* 
leth : for he could not frame to pronounce it right. Then they took 
him and slew him at the passages of the Jordan : and there fell at that 
time of the Ephraimites forty and two thousand.” 
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Id the third degree, the passage is found at L Kings, vii, 18, 14. 

“ And King Solomon sent and fetched Hiram out of Tyre. He 
was a widow’s son of the tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a man 
of Tyre, a worker in brass : and he was filled with wisdom and under- 
standing, and cunning to work all' works in brass. And he came to 
came to king Solomon, and wrought all his work.” 

While, from the force of habit, as well as from the extrinsic excel- 
lence of the passages themselves, the American Mason will perhaps 
prefer the selections made in our own Lodges, especially for die first 
and third degrees, he at the same time will not fell to admire the taste 
and ingenuity of our English Brethren in the selections that they have 
made. In the second degree, the passage from Judges is undoubtedly 
preferable to our own. 


IMPOSTERS. 


We have frequently called the attention of our readers to an evil 
which is rapidly increasing among Masons, and urged the practice of 
greater caution in administering to the professed wants of begging 
Masons. Imposters are becoming more numerous every day, and every 
Brother should sift well each case before he gives to the mendicant. 
The carelessness which is manifested by the Craft in this respect is 
indeed surprising. We cannot do better in this connection than to 
quote from a report made to the G. L. of La., in behalf of Louisiana 
Relief Lodge No. 1. “ Another matter,” it says, “ for which there 
appears to be no remedy, is the amount of imposition daily attempted to 
be practiced upon us. Many Grand Lodges neglect to publish with their 
proceedings a list of their members, so that no means is afforded us to 
discover, until it is too late, that we have been imposed upon. But this 
would be of less consequence, if Lodges written to, on relief being 
granted to one claiming membership of such Lodge, would reply to our 
communications, and inform us of the worthiness or unworthiness of 
the applicant. Yet, in but one instance has a Lodge responded to any 
communication from this Lodge. Repeatedly have Lodges of other 
jurisdictions been written to, but no answer has been vouchsafed us. 
It would be some little satisfaction for us to know that our charity has 
been worthily bestowed, yet we are often compelled to the unpleasant 
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belief that in almost every instance of relief granted to strangers, the 
recipients were unworthy. For even after the most solemn promise to 
write immediately after reaching their homes, in but two instances 
during the year past has an acknowledgment been received from the 
Brothers relieved ; and, as said above, but in one instance has a com- 
munication been received from the Lodge of which the Brother claimed 
to be a member. We have dwelt upon this subject to this length, for 
two reasons : first, that we have a right to complain of the conduct of 
Lodges of other jurisdictions, which we can only do through the me- 
dium of our Grand Lodge and theirs ; and, secondly, to explain to 
many at home the grounds we have for distrusting nearly every Brother 
who comes a stranger among us, and is an applicant for relief. The 
officers of this Lodge have been complained of for a want of Masonic 
charity, in refusing assistance to those who, passing through our city, 
are in want of means to go on, and which we have not in our treasury 
to give. The rule the officers of this Lodge have adopted, is — to fur- 
nish assistance to a sick Brother, to bury the dead, and relieve those 
widows and orphans among us whose antecedents we know. If, after 
all this is done, there should be anything remaining in the treasury, 
then to loan it to those among us temporarily, to enable them to return 
to their homes, and, judging from past experience, with no expectation 
of having it refunded.” 


The decorations of a Lodge should be altogether Masonic. The 
following directions on this subject are given in the Helvetian ritual of 
building : 

“ A good Lodge may be known by its ornaments. In most Lodges, 
all sorts of decorations are heaped together, without the slightest atten- 
tion to propriety. There should be no picture, statue or emblem of 
heathen deities, nor any bust or picture of heathen philosophers. The 
proper images or emblems are taken from the Bible, which alone con- 
tains the authentic records of ancient Masonry. The decorations should 
be Masonic emblems, intersecting triangles, the tripple tau, square and 
compasses, death’s head, &c.; these, if properly managed, can be made 
highly ornamental.” 

The floor of the Lodge should be covered with a carpet or oil cloth, 
made after a Mosaic pattern ; and the ceiling, if painted, should repre- 
sent the “clouded canopy.” The curtains, cushions, &c., of a sym- 
bolic Lodge, should be of light or sky blue, and those of a chapter room 
scarlet. 
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THE PRINCIPLES OF MASONRY, 

AS SYMBOLIZED IK THE REMAINS OF THB STRUCTURAL ERECTIONS OF 
THE MIDDLE AGES. 


fifl firs. B. C. Bruton, architect* 

The plan of our Christian temples, though in their entirety they 
were developed in that most sacred of all symbols, the cross, are in 
their parts composed of parallelograms ; complete, they are situate due 
east and west, while in a convenient position adjoining the western 
entrance is performed the ceremony of preparation for the admittance 
of candidates into the brotherhood of the Church. There, by the assist- 
ance of those who vouch for his future instruction, is laid the foundation 
upon which, it is hoped, the candidate himself will rear a temple of 
honor and virtue. 

Proceeding onward toward the east, we reach — situated in an 
analogous position with those pillars upon which much of the fabric 
of Masonry rests — the position of the expounders of the Christian 
faith ! Without the knowledge they teach, we cannot, in either 
instance, obtain that consolation which all good Masons, as well as 
Christians, desire, and which is only administered to those who have 
been found to be worthy recipients of its minor virtues. 

Bat it is rather the consideration of the structural and decorative 
symbolism of these temples which is our present object ; and first, with 
reference to structural symbolism. The main walls which have to sus- 
tain the thrust of the roof, we find are composed only of such stones as 
have had their knobs and excrescenses rudely removed : they were com- 
pactly laid, and cemented together by a composition of hot lime and 
gravel, and therefore not unworthily represent the Brotherhood, who 
are bound to each other by the warmest ties of friendship and esteem. 
At the angles of the walls, and in other convenient positions, hewn 
stones were placed ; these were wrought by the chisel with the greatest 
rare, and finished with level beds, upright joints, and square angles, 
tad had occasionally designs of rare beauty wrought upon their face. 

The roofs were constructed and tiled in the most skillful manner ; 
their parts were composed of a number of carefully hewn stones, swung 
together in mid air, each having a common center ; while at the groin, 
formed by two or mor^of these roofs intersecting, beautifully moulded, 


• London TreemMoni’ Magulne. 
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and occasionally carved ribs were inserted, the whole forming a net- 
work of much beauty. 

In some examples, too, a carved boss, or sculptured figure of a saint, 
and sometimes even of an animal, enriched the interior of these roofs. 

At the lower point, where the arches were gathered together by the 
groining, the force was concentrated, and consequently this was the 
point where the greatest resistance was required; here, then, they 
placed a strong buttress, which, like a sturdy Brother, kept the whole 
in equilibrium, while, to mark its importance and value, it was frequent- 
ly honored by some amount of decoration. 

Light was admitted into these temples by openings left in the walls, 
which openings were like the lights of Freemasonry, cast into such sym- 
bolic forms as should best explain the truths they were intended to 
illustrate. Symbolic illustration was also employed in the glass which 
was placed in these openings, which, being stained into representations 
of the forms of the earliest expounders of our faith, beautifully typify, 
by their resplendent hues, the glorious career of those devout men. 
**#####*## 

Again, the representation of the distorted figures to be met with in 
string-courses may be intended to represent, or symbolically to exhibit, 
the incidents which continually occur, and which not unfrequently 
sever that bond of love and harmony which the string-course aptly 
represents. 

In the choir of these temples, symbolic representations of Christian 
and Masonic virtues were frequently sculptured ; while in the painted 
decorations which usually adorn this portion of the edifice, they were 
abundantly placed ; the most frequent being the double triangle, which 
is said to be one of the most sacred of symbols, and typical of the 
Trinity. 

The traoery of the stalls, and the tesselated pavement, will also prove 
of much interest to inquiring Masons, as much which will prove the 
designer’s knowledge of the Craft will frequently be found there. The 
banners, too, and altar-tombs, which occupy this portion of the edifice, 
and the chapels which are frequently attached, are of much Masonic 
interest 

Ascending now by the winding staircase which leads to the roof, and 
then continuing upward, we reach that chamber where hang those iron- 
tongued heralds that peal forth, in harmonious cadence, the gratifying 
intelligence that the doors of this Christian temple are open for the relief 
of all those who are “ weary and sick at heart ; ” while still higher, 
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and bejond the reaoh of our footsteps, swings another symbol, em- 
blematie of the watchfulness we should exhibit to prevent surprise ; and 
also typical of the rebuke administered to one who denied the relation- 
ship he bore to Hue who suffered to atone for the sins of man. 

Beneath these temples was frequently placed another chamber, well 
worthy of a visit ; descending from the churchyard with some caution, 
far the steps are generally irregular and dilapidated, with a little care 
we are enabled to reaoh the crypt. Once there, and our eyes focussed 
for the subdued light, our first exclamation is one of wonder at the 
beauty of the spot, and our next expresses a conviction that, by the 
care bestowed in its construction, our ancient Brethren were accustomed 
to make frequent visits to this repository of the remains of their prede- 
cessors and contemporaries, and probably returned from the contem- 
plation of the virtues which once adorned its inanimate occupants, re- 
lieved and chastened by the visit 


HONORARY MEMBERSHIP.* 


“ R. W. Bbotheb Moore, — Will you do me the especial favor to 
give me, in writing, when convenient, your views upon the rights, duties 
and privileges of honorary membership in Lodges ? I mean, of course, 
other than such as may be specially conferred and imposed by the 
By-Laws.” 

There are two classes of honorary membership. The first comprises 
those cases where distinguished Brethren are complimented, by election 
to honorary membership in Lodges, other than those with which they 
are at present affiliated ; and the second, of those where aged Brethren 
are placed on the roll of honorary membership, in their own Lodges. 

The first confers the privilege of attending the public and private 
meetings of the Lodge, of occupying the honorary seats, and of uniting 
vith the members in their social relations, on more equal and familiar 
terms than are usually accorded to ordinary visitors. The recipients 
*re also privileged to speak to the character and fitness of candidates 
for the degrees, and generally on all subjects affecting the common 
TOlfore of the Fraternity, — in respect to which, from their long expe- 
r^ce, they are presumed to be qualified to give safe and wholesome 
ttansel. In the strictly local proceedings and government of the Lodge, 
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they are not expected, nor would it be deemed courteous in them, to 
interfere, unless at the special invitation of the Master ; and then, hav- 
ing stated their views on the matter in hand, their duty and privilege 
cease. They would neither consult their own happiness nor the welfare 
of the Lodge, by allowing themselves to become a party to any oontro- 
versy before it, were such a course permissible. They are not required 
to sign the By-Laws of the Lodge, or to assume any of the liabilities 
or special duties which they impose on actual members ; neither are 
they required to serve on committees ; nor are they eligible as candi- 
dates for office. 

Such we understand to be the privileges with which, as a general 
rule, Brethren are invested by election to honorary membership in 
Lodges of which they were not previously members. There are, how- 
ever, exceptions to the rule ; and it is not uncommon to find in the 
By-Laws of Lodges, a special provision, conferring on this class of 
members, all the privileges of actual membership, except those of hold- 
ing office and voting in the financial concerns of the Lodge. 

The second class differs from the foregoing, in that the honorarium 
carries with it certain exemptions from duty, without impairing or de- 
ducting from the privileges of full membership. These are reserved to 
the recipient of the honor, intact. The compliment is usually conferred 
on aged Brethren, and after long years of faithful service in the various 
offices and duties of the Lodge. It exempts them from all obligation 
to take any part in the active labors of the Lodge, or to sustain any of 
its ordinary liabilities. They are not, for example, required to fill any 
of its offices, serve on executive committees, or to attend its meetings 
oftener than may be convenient to themselves ; neither are they subject 
to the payment of the annual or other assessments, except so far as to 
meet any capitation-tax that may be assessed by the Grand Lodge, and 
which has not been specially assumed in their behalf, by regulation or 
vote of the Lodge.* But, as already intimated, these exemptions do 
not deprive them of any of the privileges with which they were previ- 
ously invested as active members. They are still eligible to office ; may 
serve at their option, on committees, and vote on all questions before 
the Lodge. In fine, they enjoy all the privileges and may exercise all 
the rights of foil membership. Were the opposite rule to obtain, and 
honorary membership construed to deprive the recipient of his privi- 
leges as an actual member, he would hardly esteem the change a com- 
pliment, or an acceptable compensation for long and faithful services. 


• In many of the States the Lodges are required to pay to the Grand Lodge a capitation- tax 
on their members. Where this Is the case, the exemption of this decs of honorary members 
by the Lodge, would constitute a direct tax on its Treasury. 
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EDITOR’S TABLE 


To Agents. — We wish our agents in Michigan to collect as much 
money as possible, and forward the amount to us at the meeting of the 
Grand Lodge in this month. 

To Subscribers in Michigan who abb indebted fob The Ash- 
lar. — As we are cramped by the hard times, and are greatly in want 
of money to meet current expenses, we earnestly request our subscri- 
bers in Michigan who owe for The Ashlab, to forwaid us the amount 
of their indebtedness at the meeting of the Grand Lodge. If you do 
not know of any agent to receive the money, send it by the Bro. who 
wiD represent your Lodge. At any rate, send it if it be within the 
bounds of possibility. 

Kr*We must ask our correspondents to pardon us if their letters 
ire not promptly answered, as the “ hard times ” have forced us from 
the editorial onair a great part of the time for a few weeks past We 
regret that we cannot collect more punctually from many Brethren who 
tike The Ashlab. We cannot pay our bills without money, and we 
have no sources to obtain it from except our subscribers. 


Our next number will contain an account of the proceedings 
of the Grand Chapter and Grand Lodge of Michigan, which bodies 
meet during the present month. 


We are indebted to Bro. Joseph Covill, of Maine, for a photo- 
graph of Wm. Preston, P. M. of the Lodge of Antiquity No. 1, and 
Author of Illustrations of Masonry. 


(TP* Bro. Leon Hyveman complains that some of the subscribers 
for his Masonic Library do not pay, and what is more significant, do 
bo* take any notice of his letters. It is indeed strange that Masons 
*bould have so little regard for the moral obligations resting upon them. 
Bio. Hyveman is now publishing the names of the delinquents, and in 
our opinion is justified in so doing. This recklessness among Masons 
who subscribe for a Masonic work and then neglect to pay for it, can- 
oot be too severely condemned. 
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KF*’ It is not by learned research — by groping in the darkness of 
the past, that we can best serve the Order, and do good in our own 
generation. It is with the morality of the Order, not with its history— 
it is with the utility of the Order, not with its literary curiosities, that 
we have essentially to do. It professes to be founded on the two ample 
and sublime precepts, 41 Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thine heart, and thy neighbor as thyself.” These were announced as 
tid$ two great gommandments by the Divine lips of Him who spake 
as never man spake. Throughout all the globe we inhabit — throughout 
the vast immensity of creation, obedience to these commands, universal 
as the presence of Him who has ordained them, constitutes the moral 
happiness of rational beings. Living Faith and Active Benevolence 
are the real foundations of our Institution. — Freemasons' Mon. Mag . 


AN IMPOSTER. 


Circular to the different Lodges under the Jurisdiction of the 
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania. 

A person calling himself John Frees, has made application to ob- 
tain a Certificate of Membership in the Order, but after diligent inves- 
tigation nothing has heen elicited to prove the fact of his being a 
Mason. You are therefore requested to govern yourselves accordingly, 
as the said John Frees is now travelling over the State, asking for 
assistance. He states he was a member of Lodge No. 2, and has had 
the misfortune to lose an arm. 

By order of the R.W. Grand Master. 

WILLIAM H. ADAMS, 

[ l. 8. ] Grand Secretary. 

N. B. I have just learned from the Grand Lodge of Mississippi, 
that they have detected an imposter by the name of Jules Fuger, or 
Jules Furger, alias Dr. Jules De Dremoran, of whom they caution 
the Fraternity. Govern yourselves accordingly: 


MARRIED, 

On the 1st Dec., by the Rev. Thomas Thrailkill, Bro. Dr. C. H. Baum, of 
Windsor, 111., to Miss Mart A., youngest daughter of Dr. John Appenon, of 
Coles county, 111. 

On the same day, and by the same, Bro. Jambs Monroe to Miss Mart J. 
Cunningham, all of Coles county, HI. 
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ZNZPB-EATEBS. 

[*fUctrt>.] 

Etert one knows that the itinerant jugglers who profess to swallow knives, 
never perform that feat in reality, but deceive the eyes of their visitors by dex- 
terity of hand and skillful choice of position. There are, however, several au- 
thentic cases of knife-swallowing on record ; and the deplorable consequences 
that have uniformly resulted, are alone sufficient to expose the chicanery of the 
jugglers. The most remarkable case of this kind perhaps that ever occurred, is 
that of John Cummings, who swallowed at various times within a few years 
upwards of thirty clasp-knives. The following particulars respecting Cum- 
mings’ insane feats are abridged from a communication by Dr. Marcet to the 
Edinburgh Philosophical Journal. 

In the month of June, 1799, John Cummings, an American sailor, about 
twenty-three years of age, being with his ship on the coast of France, and hav- 
ing gone on shore with some of his shipmates, about two miles from the town 
of Havre de Grace, he and his party directed their course toward a tent which 
they saw in a field with a crowd of people round it. Being told that a play 
was acting there, they entered, and found in the tent a mountebank, who was 
entertaining the audience by protending to swallow clasp-knives. Having 
returned on board, and one of the party having related to the ship’s company 
the story of the knives, Cummings, after drinking freely, boasted that he could 
swallow knives as well as the Frenchman. He was taken at his word, and 
challenged to do it. Thus pressed, and though, as he candidly acknowledged 
in his narrative, ' not particularly anxious to take the job in hand, he did not like 
to go against his word, and having a good supply of grog inwardly,’ he took 
his own pocket knife, and on trying to swallow it, * it slipped down his throat 
with great ease, and by the assistance of some drink, and the weight of the 
knife,’ it was conveyed into his stomach. The spectators, however, were not 
satisfied with one experiment, and asked the operator ‘ whether he could swal- 
low more; * his answer was, ‘all the knives on board the ship 1’ upon which 
three knives were immediately produced, which were swallowed in the same 
way as the former ; and ‘ by this bold attempt of a drunken man (to use his own 
expressions), the company was well entertained for that night/ In the course 
of the two ensuing days, he was relieved of three of the four knives ; but the 
fourth, as far as he was aware, remained in his stomach, though he never felt 
any inconvenience from it. After this great performance, he thought no more 
of swallowing knives for the space of six years. 

In the month of March, 1805, being then at Boston in America, he was one 
day tempted, while drinking with a party of sailors, to boast of his former ex- 
ploits, adding, that he was the same man still, and ready to repeat his perform- 
ance ; upon which a small knife was produced, which he instantly swallowed. 
In the course of that evening he swallowed five more. The next morning 
crowds of visitors came to see him : and in the course of that day he was induced 
to swallow eight knives more, making in all fourteen. 

This time, however, he paid dearly for his frolic ; for he was seised the next 
morning with constant vomiting, and pain at his stomach, which made it neoes 
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sary to carry him to Charlestown Hospital, where, betwixt that period and the 
28th of the following month, he was again so fortunate as to be relieved of his 
burden. 

The next day he sailed for France on board a brig, with which he parted 
there, and embarked on board another vessel to return to America. But during 
her passage, the vessel, which was probably carrying on some illicit traffic, was 
taken by his majesty’s ship the Isis, of fifty guns, and sent to St. John’s, New- 
foundland, where she was condemned, while he himself was pressed, and sent 
to England on board the his. One day, while at Spithead, where the ship lay 
some time, having got intoxicated, and having, as usual, renewed the topic of 
his former follies, he was once more challenged to repeat the experiment, and 
again complied, * disdaining, 1 as he says, * to be worse than his word.' This 
took place on the 4th December, 1805, and in the course of that night he swal- 
lowed five knives. Next morning, the ship’s company having expressed a great 
desire to see him repeat the performance, he complied with his usual readiness, 
and, 1 by the encouragement of the people, and the assistance of good grog/ be 
swallowed that day, as he distinctly recollects, nine clasp-knives, some of which 
were very large ; and he was afterwards assured by the spectators, that he had 
swallowed four more, which, however, he declares he knew nothing about, 
being no doubt at this period of the business too much intoxicated to have any 
recollection of what was passing. This, however, is the last performance we 
have to record : it made a total of at least thirty-five knives, swallowed at dif- 
ferent times, and we shall see that it was this last attempt which ultimately put 
an end to his existence. 

On the following day, feeling much indisposed, he applied to the surgeon of 
the ship, Dr. Lara, who by a strict inquiry satisfied himself of the truth of the 
above statement, and as the patient himself thankfully observes, administered 
some medicines, and paid great attention to, his case, but no relief was obtained. 
At last, about three months afterwards, having taken a quantity of oil. he felt 
the knives, as he expressed it, * dropping down his bowels after which, though 
he does not mention their being actually discharged, he became easier, and 
continued so till the 4th of June following (1806), when he vomited one side of 
the handle of a knife, which was recognized by one of the crew to whom it had 
belonged. In the month of Noveihber of the same year he passed several frag' 
ments of knives, and some more in February, 1807. In June of the same year 
he was discharged from the ship as incurable ; immediately after which he came 
to London, where he became a patient of Dr. Babington, in Guy's Hospital 
He was discharged after a few days, his story appearing altogether incredible, 
but was re-admitted by the same physician, in the month of August, his health 
during that period having evidently become much worse. It was probably at 
this time that the unfortunate sufferer wrote his narrative, which terminates at 
his second admission into the hospital. It appears, however, by the hospital 
records, that on the 28th of October he was discharged in an improved state ; 
and he did not appear again at the hospital till September, 1808 — that is, after 
an interval of nearly a year since his former application. He now became a 
patient of Dr. Curry, under whose care he remained, gradually and miserably 
sinking under his sufferings, till March, 1809, when he expired in a state of ex- 
treme emaciation. 
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In a later number of the same scientific journal in which the preceding ac- 
count appeared, another case of knife swallowing was related by Dr. Barnes, a 
respectable physician of Carlisle, under whose eye the circumstances occurred : 
William Dempster, a juggler, twenty-eight years of age, of a high complexion 
and sanguine temperament, came to Carlisle in November, 1823, with the 
intention of exhibiting some tricks by sleight of hand ; and on the evening of 
the 17th of the same month, when in a small inn in Botchergate, with a num- 
ber of people about him, whom he was amusing by pretending to swallow a 
table-knife, and in the act of putting the knife into his throat, he thought some 
person near him was about to touch his elbow, which agitated and confused him 
so much that the knife slipped from his fingers, and passed down the gullet 
into the stomach. Immediately after the accident, he became dreadfully alarm- 
ed, was in great mental agony, and apprehended instantaneous death. The 
knife, when given to him, measured nine inches in length, and had a bone han- 
dle, which went first down into the stomach ; the blade, which was not very 
sharp, was one inch in breadth. Medical assistance was soon procured, and 
several attempts were made to extract the knife ; first, with the fingers alone, 
then with a pair of short-curved forceps, and afterwards by a pair of very long 
forceps, made for the occasion, but without success. The knife, indeed, could 
not be reached by any of these means, and nothing resembling it could be felt 
externally on the region of the stomach. His mind continued much depressed, 
though he had very little pain or uneasiness. He was encouraged by the med- 
ical attendants, and directed to be removed as quietly as possible to his lodg- 
ings, and to take nothing that night except a little cold water. He had some 
sleep, and next morning said he felt occasionally pain in his stomach ; twelve 
ounces of blood were taken from his arm, and some medicine given to him. 
He afterwards complained of pain in the left shoulder, shooting across the chest 
to the stomach, and the blood-letting was repeated. A hard substance, which 
was believed to be the handle of the knife, could now be felt very distinctly, by 
pressing the fingers very gently on the umbilicus ; slight pressure gave him 
considerable pain. Although his suffering was much less than could have been 
expected, his health became gradually impaired, and his strength reduced. He 
was able to walk about a little in the day, and could sleep in the night on his 
back, but could not lie on either side. He took some diluted sulphuric acid 
for two or three weeks, which was discontinued, as he thought it increased the 
pain in his stomach. His bowels were kept open ; the evacuations were of a 
dark ferruginous color, which probably arose from the decomposition of the 
knife ; the pulse was very little affected, being generally between seventy and 
eighty in a minute. His diet consisted of soup, gruel, and tea, taken in small 
quantities. When the stomach was empty of food, the handle of the knife could 
be distinctly felt, extending from above downward, by placing the hand very 
lightly on the abdomen, a little above the umbilicus ; but a single cup of tea, 'or 
a little food of any kind, distended the stomach so much that it entirely disap- 
peared. He was frequently squeamish and sick at his stomach, and sometimes 
felt a severe twisting pain in that organ. 

The case being a remarkable one, and of very rare occurrence, the patient 
was visited by a great number of medical men. All the professional men in 
Carlisle were consulted respecting him ; and that nothing might be omitted 
that could benefit this unfortunate man, his case was stated to Sir Astley 
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Cooper, of London, Mr. George Bell, of Edinburgh, and a few others. As the 
great length of the knife would prevent the possibility of its passing the pylons, 
or making the turns of the intestines, and it seemed improbable that the patient 
would live sufficiently long for it to be di solved in the stomach, various means 
were suggested to extract it ; for although Dempster had survived the fint 
shock of swallowing the knife, and there was no risk of speedy destruction of 
life, the action of the gastric juice, or of any medicine that could be given, it 
was supposed, would be so slow, particularly upon the blade of the knife, that 
it was deemed advisable to extract it, if possible. 

Such a plan of treatment is that which was proposed by the surgeons of t be 
Carlisle Dispensary, and was also recommended and sanctioned by one of the 
first surgeons in Europe : it was, that an incision should be made into the pa- 
tient's stomach, and the knife extracted. The last report of the Carlisle Dis- 
pensary contains the following observations concerning Dempster: — ‘ The 
surgeons of the dispensary were unanimously agreed as to the best mode of 
treating this extraordinary case : they were of opinion that nothing but an ope- 
ration could save the patient's life, but he could not be persuaded to submit to 
it' He remained in Carlisle until the 28th of December, when he left it, with 
the intention of proceeding to his friends at Hammersmith, in the neighborhood 
of London. It is proper to remark that his journey was neither recommended 
nor sanctioned by tlm medical officers of the dispensary; it was contrary to 
their advice ; they apprehended dangerous and fatal consequences from it, and 
anxiously wished him to continue in Carlisle. What they apprehended did in 
reality happen. This unfortunate man was prevented from pursuing his jour- 
ney further than Middlewick, in Cheshire, where he died on the 16th of Janu- 
ary ; inflammation and gangreen of the stomach having been produced by the 
irritation of the knif e and the jolting of the conveyance in his journey. As 
Dempster died at a considerable distance from Carlisle, no authentic account of 
the dissection has been published. 

A case very similar to the above occurred in Prussia in 1635, of which a very 
interesting account was written in Latin, by Dr. Daniel Beckher of D&nttic, 
and published at Leyden in 1636. An incision was made into the stomach, and 
the knife extracted. Previous to the operation, the patient was to make use 
of a balsamic oil, called Spanish balsam, which they supposed would alleviate 
the pains of the stomach, and facilitate the healing of the wound. At the four 
teenth day after the operation, the wound had healed, and the patient was restored 
to the best of health. 

These cases may be warnings to jugglers how unsafe it is even to pretend to 
such a power as that of swallowing knives, since poor Dempster, in the midst 
of his imposition, was made the unwilling verifier of his own professions. They 
may at the same time tend to suppress that unwholesome and unnatural craving 
which the public evince for spectacles of this nature, by showing that there must 
either be in every instance deception, or else that the miserable creature whose 
performances they look upon, is sacrificing health, and even life, to pander to 
their virions appetite. There are many sights presented to them in the same 
way, but of a very different character ; some of them being not only entertain- 
ing but instructive. To these no possible objection can exist. All of those, 
on the contrary, where a claim is laid to the performance of unnatural feats, 
like knife-s wallowing, ought either to be scouted as impostures, or shunned as 
abhorrent to the common feelings of humanity. 
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THE WONDERFUL LAWS OF NATURE. 

Fxw persons realize how vast and numerous are the objects of study which 
shoold claim their attention and make them realize the power and wisdom of 
the Author of the Universe. How many of us, when we look upon a beautiful 
landscape, the towering and majestic mountain, the grand old ocean, or see the 
vivid lightning’s flash, or hear the deep toned thunder, draw therefrom lessons 
of wisdom which cause us to realize the power and goodness of the Deity, and 
our own weakness and shortcomings ? How few, indeed, are those who ever 
seriously contemplate the wonderful mechanism of the frail tenements in which 
they live? Yet it is a noble study which taxes the greatest intellects and 
inspires man with reverence for his Maker. The truth of these remarks has 
been forcibly impressed upon our mind by the following quotation of the witty 
poet, Oliver Wendell Holmes, M. D. y one of the best anatomists in the country : 
“If the reader of this paper/’ he says, “ lives another year, his self-conscious 
principle will have immigrated from its present tenement to another, the raw 
materials even of which are not yet put together. A portion of that body of 
his which is to be, will ripen in the corn of this next harvest. Another portion 
of his future person he will purchase, or others will purchase for him, headed 
np in the form of certain barrels of potatoes. A third fraction is yet to be 
gathered in the southern rice field. The limbs with which he is then to walk, 
will be clad with flesh borrowed from the tenements of many stalls and pas- 
tures, now unconscious of their doom. The very organs of speech, with 
which he is to talk so wisely, plead so eloquently, or speak so effectively, must 
first serve his humble brethren to bleat, to bellow, and for all the varied utter- 
ance of bristled or feathered barnyard life. His bones themselves are to a great 
extent in posse and not in esse. A bag of phosphate of lime which he has 
ordered from Professor Mapes for his grounds, contains a large part of that 
which is to be his skeleton. And more than all this, by far the greater part of his 
body is nothing after all but water, the main substance of his scattered members 
is to be looked for in the reservoir, in the running streams, at the bottom of the 
well, in the clouds that float over his head, or diffused among them all.” 

“In the silence of warm midnight,” says Professor Nichol, “ that noble 
curtain stretched out above me, and the idea, present and impressive, of its 
orbs obediently pursuing their stupendous paths, I confess there is a solemnity 
which sometimes falls upon the spirit, not unlike the feeling of the patriarch 
when he heard that low, rushing wind, believing it to be the audible footsteps 
of the Creator.” 

Faith is an entire dependence upon the truth, the power, the justice and the 
mercy of God ; which dependence will certainly incline us to obey him in all 
things. — Swift. 

Hops is that pleasure in the mind which every one finds in himself, upon the 
thought of a profitable future enjoyment of a thing, which is apt to delight 
him. — Locke. 

Charity, or a love of God which works by a love of our neighbor, is greater 
than Faith or Hope . — Atterbury . 
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THE FAT OLD LADY IN BROWN. 


Sro. &. 6. CofffnfcCTS. 

An old lady liv'd in a coontry town, 

An old lady well stricken in years ; 

She dress’d in a faded bombazine gown, 

And a fanciful hood, with shirs in the crown, 

And was known, (as from the story appears,) 

As the fat old lady in brown. 

She waddled the streets, both morning and night, 

The streets of the country town ; 

Wherever yon went, she was always in sight, 

In the rear or the front, on the left or the right, 

Still waddling along, in that fanciful plight. 

Yon might see the old lady in brown. 

She carried a great leathern poach on her arm, 

More precious than sceptre or crown ; 

Fill'd with roots and herbs, that worked like a charm ; 

If they did you no good, they would do yon no harm ; 

She had gathered them all from some forest or farm, 

Said the fat old lady in brown. 

Should sickness visit the wife, child, or friend. 

Of those of that country town, 

To the fat old lady they 'd certainly send ; 

To the sick bed, at once, would as certainly wend, 

And over the couch, would as certainly bend, 

The fat old lady in brown. 

In vain all the doctors plotted and plan'd 
To break the poor old lady down ; 

In healing the sick, there was none in the land 
That was worthy beside the old lady to stand ; 

There was life in the touch, there was health in the hand 
Of the fat old lady in brown. 

When sickness invaded, she was sure to be there, 

In her faded old bombazine gown ; 

She would roll up her sleeves, and push back her hair, 

With a smile full of firmness, and a confident air ; 

With disease would contend, and death even dare, 

The fat old lady in brown. 

When death claim'd his own, and the patient must die, 

By the bed she would sit herself down ; 

She would smooth the cold pillow, and respond to each sigh, 
With comforting whispers, wipe the tears from the eye. 

And hope that the patient might soon meet on high 
The fat old lady in brown. 

There was peace on her lips, there was joy in her tone. 

Her brow ne'er encourag'd a frown ; 

On the bed of disease, where cankers had grown. 
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Bads of hope in the future, she kindly has strown ; 

Bich harvests have sprang from the hopes that were sown 
By the fat old lady in brown. 

A young mother sat her nursling caressing, 

While a tear o’er her cheek trembl’d down, 

And her blue eye a voiceless joy was expressing, 

While her lip to his bright rosy cheek she was pressing, 
Her boy sweetly smil’d, as she whisper’d a blessing 
On the fat old lady in brown. 

A fair maiden was languishing, feeble, and weak, 

And had long lain sick in the town ; 

She had sunken so low that she scarcely could speak ; 
Her eve had grown dim, and the red hectic streak 
Just checker’d the lily upon her pale cheek, 

So they brought the old lady in brown. 

A father and mother, and lover, stood by, 

And sistere all gath’red around. 

And they watch’d every motion, (they could ’nt tell why,) 
As she open’d her pouch, her balsams to try, 

And they watch’d every glance of the calm placid eye, 

Of the fat old lady in brown. 

But a week had elaps’d, when the maiden was well, 

And visiting ’round the town, 

The news of her health to her neighbors to tell ; 

She met the old lady, and her full heart did swell, 

In a transport of thanks on her bosom she fell, 

And kiss’d the old lady in brown. 

The kind old lady was ever at hand, 

To do good in that country town ; 

The best of the village was at her command, 

She was lov’d by all, she was pleasant and bland ; 

The old and the young would nave kiss’d the hand 
Of the fat old lady in brown. 

And well they might, for each of them all 
That dwelt in that country town, 

Whether rich or poor, whether great or small, 

To that hand was indebted for some, if not all. 

Of the manifold blessings that on them did fall. 

God bless the old lady in brown ! 

It is many a year since she first came to town, 

And may she yet many remain ; 

With her great leathern pouch, and bombazine gown. 
And that funny old hooa, and shirs in the crown ; 

May blessings pour down, like showers of rain, 

On the fat old lady in brown. 

Cokbtahtikb, Mich., July, 1853. 
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KF”* A ludicrous circumstance once occurred in England, at the theatre, it 
Market Drayton, Shropshire. The company were performing the celebrated 
Pizarro, when, during tne hymn to the sun, the light being placed too dose to 
that splendid luminary, it unfortunately took fire. The manager, who was 
officiating as high priest, just after singing the words “ 0 Power Supreme,” 
observed the mishap, and m the utmost consternation, called out to the stage 
keeper, “ The Sun on fire !** Then proceeded with the hymn, " O Power 
Supreme ! — Put out the Sun , 1 say” The sun, however, continued to blaze, and 
the manager to sing and swear — till the audience, notwithstanding their fern, 
were convulsed with laughter. The fire in the sun being, however, extin- 
guished, the play proceeded, and the hymn and chorus to the sun concluded 
without the intermixture of any additional oaths. 


Young, in the early part of life, was fond of music, and touched the 
German flute with much taste. Being once on the river with some ladies, he 
played them several tunes, and then put the flute in his pocket. 

Some officers rowing by just as he ceased playing, one of them rudely asked 
him why he left off. “ For the same reason that I began/' replied Young, “to 
please myself." One of them immediately told him, mat if he did not continue 
playing, he would directly throw him into the Thames. His female friends 
began to be much alarmed, and Young, on their account, played till thej 
reached Vauxhall, where both parties spent the r evening. 

The Doctor had marked his man, and took an opportunity, in one of the dark 
malls, to tell the son of Mars, that he expected him to meet him at such a place, 
in the morning, to give him gentleman's satisfaction, and that he choose sWds 
for the weapons. The officer was surprised on their meeting, to see Young 
advance toward him with a large horse pistol, with which he told him he would 
instantly shoot him through the head, if he did not dance a minuet. After 
some difficulties he complied ; the officer, reflecting on his impertinent conduct, 
acknowledged the justice of his treatment 


HP" A son of the razor who had a tax bill sent him, found among other 
things the poll tax; the next day he dowsed his sign pole, saying, “1*11 pay no 
more taxes for you** 

Colonel Bond, who had been one of King Charles' first judges, died a 
day or two before Cromwell, and it was strongly reported every where, that the 
Protector was dead 1 “ No/' said a gentleman who knew better, “ he has only 
given Bond to the devil for his future appearance." 


K?- A reverend and charitable divine, for the benefit of the country where he 
resided, caused a large causeway to be begun. As he was one day overlooking 
the work, a certain nobleman came by. “ Well, doctor," said he, “ for all vour 
pains and charity, I do not take this to be the highway to heaven." “ Veiy 
true, my lord,” replied the doctor, “ for if it had been, I should have wondered 
to have met your lordship here.” 


Spanish robbers are very polite. An Englishman was once accosted on 
a lonely road by a ruffian. 

•* Sir," said he, “you have my coat on ; may I trouble you for it V* 

The Englishman drew out a pistol, and told the fellow he was mistaken. 

“ Sir," said the robber, “I perceive that I am. Will you do me the honor 
to communicate your name, that I may remember it in my prayers ?" 
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AMERICAN MASONIC AGENCY, 

No. 384 Broadway, NEW YORK. 

Haying purchased the entire interest of Jonathan R. Nrall, successor to Jho. W. Lsosaxd 
9c Go., in the American Masonic Agency, established by the latter firm, for the manufactaw of 

REGALIA, JEWELS AND JEWELRY, 

of ail descriptions, required for Masonic Lodges, Chapters and Encampments , I would Inta 
my friends and tne Masonic Fraternity in general, that I shall continue the sane with 
increased facilities in all its branches, and as all the best workmen hitherto employed haw 
been retained by me, they may rely upon a Mthfal execution of all orders I may be favored 
with. In addition to the Regalia and Jewelry Department, I keep a constant supply of all 
the Masonic Publications of the day, amongst which are to be found the reprints of all of 
Oliver’s works, Mackey’s Lexicon and Mackey’s Principles of Masonln Jurisprudence, Moni»’ 
Code of Masonic Law, and the largest assortment of 

JPaeonic Chart*) Carpet s, JEHplama e, Jfr. 
in the United States. Catalogues and Price List sent free. 

WILLIAM H. MXLNOR, M. D., 

P. G. M. State of New Tork, 884 Broadway, N. T. 
O* Be especially careful in addressing your letters to Wiluax H. Murat, m. D., 834 
Broadway, New York. 

MORRISON & CONKLIN, 

dialmxs or rorx 
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SILVER SPOONS, FORKS, ETO. 

Particular attention paid to repairing Watches and Jewelry. Masonic and Knight Tan- 
plar Jewels manufactured to order. 

Ne. 186 JEFFERSON AVENUE, DETROIT. 

FS.AJSTK3L,X3Sr GROVE NURSERY. 


A. R. WHITNEY, 

CULTIVATOR AND DRALSR IN 

FRUIT & ORNAMENTAL TREES 

ROSES, DAHLIAS, HEDGE PLANTS, ETC. 
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL. 

FRANKLIN GROVE, .... LEE COUNTY, ILL. 
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VOL III. CHICAGO AND DETROIT, FEB., 1858. NO. VI. 


TO THOSE WHO OWE FOR THE ASHLAR. 

We have in several short articles called upon those who ares, indebted 
for The Ashlar, to forward us money. We regret to say that this 
request has been heeded by but comparatively few ; and we regret still 
more to state that there are those who— disregarding the rule which we 
have repeatedly published — after taking three or four numbers of 
volume three, refuse to continue the volume or pay for it, thereby 
subjecting us to a serious loss. We can sometimes hardly realize that 
we are dealing with Masons, who are bound by moral obligations of 
the strongest kind. Is it fair — is it honorable — to act thus, and sub- 
ject the publisher of a Masonic work (on account of non-payment of 
bills) to animadversion which reflects on the Order ? We address this 
to each Brother who is indebted to us — and we ask him to answer it 
in his own heart. 

16 — vol. m. no. vi. 
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Till within a short period, we have been punctual in meeting our 
bills, but now we find ourselves somewhat in arrear. We cannot carry 
on a Masonic Magazine successfully without ready money, and ready 
money we must have. We are determined not to ask for credit, and 
to demand, as a matter of justice, that those who owe us shall, if it be 
possible, pay the amount of their indebtedness. 

We say once more, therefore, to those who are indebted to us, that 
we need money ; and earnestly request them to forward the amount of 
their indebtedness for The Ashlar. This request, Brother, we make 
as a Mason. Will you heed it ? Pay the money to our agent, or 
forward it by mail. 


MASONIC INTEGRITY. 


Activity and the love of gain are peculiar characteristics of the 
American people. For the acquisition of gold, men labor as though 
they were working for their eternal salvation — they sacrifice comfort, 
ease, and often health and peace of mind. This desire of riches and 
the present habits of trade, tend frequently to foster a baneful spirit of 
trickery and deception, whose influence is felt far and wide. This is 
but the natural result of a known cause. 

Honesty is not only the best policy, but it is a principle always right. 
44 An honest man is the noblest work of God,” all will admit, and yet 
how few seem to realize the fact in their every-day actions ! 

With regret we must acknowledge that the above remarks will apply 
to a large portion of the Masonic Fraternity — men whose professed 
principles should lead them to eschew the quibbling spirit of conven- 
tionality countenanced by the world. % No greater evidence of the truth 
of our assertion need be given than the large number that have joined 
the Order during the past few years. Every applicant avows that he 
applies for the benefits of Masonry, 44 unbiased by friends and uninflu- 
enced by mercenary motives,” and that 44 he is prompted to solicit the 
privileges of Masonry by a favorable opinion conceived of the Institu- 
tion, a desire of knowledge, and a sincere wish of being serviceable to 
his fellow countrymen.” How many weigh well the import of these 
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words ! The actions of many after their admission, do not tally with 
them. Brother, look around you to-day, in your own Lodge. Ob- 
serve its members. Are they punctual in their attendance on the 
meetings ? Are they zealous in the cause ? Are they disposed to give 
liberally of their means for charity ? Do they punctually pay their 
dues f While there are many members who, in all these respects, are 
faithful and praiseworthy, is there not another class of a different 
character, who are lukewarm, or altogether neglect the meetings, and 
too frequently disregard the precepts of Masonry ? 

There are those who think it wrong to express such sentiments pub- 
licly, for fear the uninitiated will thereby obtain an unfavorable opinion 
of the Institution. We have no sympathy with such Masons. If there 
is an evil pervading the Fraternity, it should be denounced and checked, 
and any sensible man, be he in, or out, of the Order, will think more of 
it therefor. We can gain nothing by countenancing, or refusing to 
expose, a bane which is materially injuring the Institution. Better 
would it be for Masonry to-day, if the number of her members were 
one half what it is— especially in this country. 

The present state of things gives evidence that the high standard of 
Masonic integrity which ought to he attained and preserved, is not 
properly appreciated and observed by a large number of the members 
of the Order. There is need of more spirit — more zeal in the cause 
in which we are engaged, which will lead to a more scrupulous regard 
of the moral obligations that each has assumed. The forms and cere- 
monies of Masonry, in and of themselves, are worth little. They do 
not make a man a Mason. They give him the name but not the heart 
— that he must possess before. They furnish not the material, but 
simply mould and improve it. Too great caution therefore cannot be 
observed in initiating applicants. 

Brother, take the remarks in this article home to yourself. Are 
you all that Masonry requires of you ? Are you scrupulously faithful 
in the performance of the duties which she enjoins ? Do you strive to 
reach the high standard of integrity which she Bets before you? 
Answer these questions to yourself ; and if the response be “ nay” 
as in many instances it must be, then buckle on your armor anew for a 
severer conflict Guard well your own actions, that you may not be 
an unworthy member, and that the reputation of Masonry may not in 
the eyes of the world be sullied by your action. If you do not so, 
there is no excuse for you ; the principles of our Order are plain and 
simple — a child can understand them — and he who strives to live by 
them, cannot but be a man of strict integrity. 
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MASONIC ODE. 

With much pleasure we lay before our readers the following Ode, written by Bro. V. 0- 
Tbdall, for the occasion of the Centennial Anniversary of St. John's Lodge, No. 1, New York. 

One hundred years ago to-day, this Lodge received the right 
To make, of all good men and true, Sons of Masonic light; 

How meet upon the level teach ; how part upon the square ; 

How feed the poor, the naked clothe ; how dry the widow's tear. 

And though a century has passed since first these tools were plied, 

The covenant by our grandsires made, has never been belied ; 

We have met upon the level, and parted on the square, % 

And old St. John's will do so still, though past her hundredth year. 

/ 

Dear Brethren, who with us unite, we gladly greet you here, 

And should we live a hundred more, will share with you our cheer ; 

We will meet you on the level, and part upon the square, 

And prove that we retain our strength, though past our hundredth year. 

The mem'ry of the past shall be a guide our path to light ; 

The virtue of our patron Saint will e'er with us be bright ; 

We will meet upon the level, words with Craftsmen justly dear, 

And thus maintain our Masons' claim, though past one hundred years. 

And when we all shall part to-night, and leave this joyous scene, 

Yet, meeting on the level, its teachings will be green ; 

The pleasures we have here enjoyed, the parting on the square, 

Will by our grandsons be maintained when in their hundredth year. 


“ We may compare the troubles which we have to endure io 
the course of this life to a great bundle of faggots, far too large for us 
to lift. But God does not require us to cany the whole at once ; be 
mercifully unties the bundle, and gives us first one stick, which we are 
to carry to-day, and then another which we might easily manage, if we 
would only take the burden appointed for each day ; but we choose to 
increase our troubles by carrying yesterday’s stick over again today, 
and adding to-morrow’s burden to our load before we are required to 
bear it” 
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MASONRY IN CANADA — “ANTIENT GRAND LODGE” 


Our readers are aware that much confusion exists among the Craft 
in Canada. The Grand Lodges of England, Ireland and Scotland 
exercised and still exercise jurisdiction over subordinates there. Some 
two years ago the Independent Grand Lodge was formed, of which 
Col. Wilson is Grand Master. Another body, claiming the preroga- 
tives of a Grand Lodge, is now added to the list. Its history is brief, 
and will interest our readers. 

On the twenty-first day of May, 1856, the Provincial Grand Lodge 
of Canada West (acting under the Grand Lodge of England) held its 
half-yearly communication at the city of Toronto. The Grand Secre- 
tary gave notice that seven subordinate bodies had given official notice 
of their connection with the Independent Grand Lodge. The Board 
of General Purposes was instructed to communicate to the Grand 
Lodges of England, Ireland and Scotland, the facts respecting the new 
Grand Lodge. A resolution was also adopted expressing satisfaction 
at the notice that Bro. Geo. R. Portal intended to introduce a motion 
in the Grand Lodge of England, to the effect that the Provincial Grand 
Lodge should enjoy the privileges and immunities of an independent 
Grand Lodge, “ save and except that it shall, once in every three 
years, submit the names of two or more Brethren to the G. M. of 
England, who shall appoint one of them P. G. M.,” etc. 

At the next half-yearly communication, on the 23rd day of October, 
1856, it was unanimously resolved, “ That this Provincial Grand Lodge 
has been deeply pained that the Grand Master of England should have 
received in such a manner the constitutional conduct which this Pro- 
vincial Grand Lodge has pursued throughout their difficulties and 
grievances, and their pain is rendered more intense that he should in 
any such manner have blamed for unconstitutional conduct the Dep. 
Prov. Grand Master, who has, by the direction of the Prov. Grand 
Master, conducted the entire business of the Province, and whose zeal 
for Masonry, and efforts to maintain it in unsullied purity, have gained 
for him the deepest respect of all true Masons of Canada.” Motions 


were adopted expressing regret at the treatment received from the 
Grand Master of England, and resolving to petition directly to the 
Grand Lodge. Bros. Harington, Harman, Richardson, Barron, White- 
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a petition setting forth the grievances of the Canadian Masons, etc. 
“ Masonic communication with the self-styled Grand Lodge of Canada, 
or any Lodge or any individual having connection therewith,” was for- 
bidden. At a subsequent meeting the petition drawn up by the com- 
mittee was approved by thirty Lodges, and adopted by the Provincial 
Grand Lodge. It was then forwarded through the proper channel, and 
Bros. Townend and Portal, representatives of the Prov. Grand Lodge 
in the Grand Lodge of England, were requested to enforce the prayer 
of the memorial. 

The next half-yearly communication was held on the 30th day of 
June, 1857. The resolution forbidding Masonic intercourse with the 
Grand Lodge of Canada, was rescinded. Resolutions were adopted 
expressing regret that the petition to the Grand Lodge of England had 
not been properly responded to by that body, and declaring 44 That with 
unfeigned grief, this Provincial Grand Lodge, in fidelity to the Order 
within this Province, is constrained to declare that separate organiza- 
tion is necessary for the efficiency and stability of Freemasonry in 
Canada and 44 That on the confirmation of the foregoing resolution, 
(at the next ensuing meeting of this Provincial Grand Lodge,) this 
Grand Lodge shall declare itself an independent Grand Lodge, all 
warrants from the Grand Lodge of England being returned thereto.” 
A committee was appointed, on the invitation of the 44 Independent 
Grand Lodge of Canada,” to meet a committee of that body, to effect 
an union. 

On the 5th day of August, the committees met. Present, on the 
part of the G. L. of Canada : W. C. Stephens, W. B. Simpson, 6. 
L. Allen, James Daniels, Kivas Tully, and T. B. Harris. On the 
part of the Prov. G. L. of Canada West : Thos. D. Harington, G. W. 
Whitehead, John Harding, F. W. Barron, F. W. Cumberland, S. B. 
Harman, and Francis Richardson. The articles of union proposed by 
the committee of the Provincial Grand Lodge, were similar to those 
adopted by the two Grand Lodges in England in 1813. To these 
the committee of the G. L. of Canada required so many amendments 
that an union could not be effected. The chief matter of difference 
which put an end to the convention was in reference to No. 1 of the 
articles of union, which was as follows : 44 There shall be, from and 

after the next ensuing, a full, perfect and perpetual union of 

and between the two fraternities of Free and Accepted Masons of Can- 
ada above described ; so as that, in all time hereafter, they shall fonn 
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and constitute but one brotherhood ; and that the said community shall 
be represented in one Grand Lodge, to be solemnly formed, constituted 

and held on the said next ensuing, and from thence forward 

for ever.” Amendments proposed : “ Strike out the word two , and 
for the word fraternities read ‘ fraternity strike out the words above 
described; for they read ‘ it;’ strike out the words after Grand Lodge, 
and read, ‘ from and after the 9th day of July, 1858.’ ” The com- 
mittee of the Prov. G. L. claimed that the amendments proposed by 
the other committee would merely merge their organization into the 
Independent Grand Lodge. The representatives of this body claimed 
that it would merge the two bodies into one Grand Lodge of Canada. 
The following is taken from the minutes of the meeting : 

“ This alteration having been duly considered by the Committee of the Prov. 
Grand Lodge of Canada West, they offered the following memorandum in 
reply : 

‘ That inasmuch as the counter proposition now received from the Committee 
of the Grand Lodge of Canada, simply amounts to the Prov. Grand Lodge 
being admitted into the Grand Lodge of Canada at its next regular Annual 
Communication, rather than the fusion of the now existing separate bodies, 
this Committee regrets its inability to assent to any resolution, not bearing, on 
the face of it, perfect equality and Masonic rank on both sides ; and thus pre- 
servative of the dignity of both bodies here represented.' 

11 To which the Committee of the Grand Lodge of Canada made the follow- 
ing reply : 

1 The Committee of the Grand Lodge of Canada regrets to feel that the reso- 
lution now adopted by the Committee of the Prov. Grand Lodge, if that resolu- 
tion is to be considered for the present irrevocable, precludes the posibility of 
that union it had earnestly hoped would have been this day consummated ; 
they, however, look forward with confidence, that the delayed amalgamation of 
the bodies may be effected at the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 
of Canada on the 9th of July, 1858, and that on that occasion the members of 
the Prov. Grand Lodge will meet on terms of perfect equality with the mem- 
bers of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and take equal parts in the business of 
the day, and in all future proceedings of the Grand Lodge.* 

“ The Committee of the Prov. Grand Lodge of Canada West rejoined as 
follows : 

‘ The Committee of the Prov. Grand Lodge, with regard to the passage, in 
the present memorandum of the Committee of the Grand Lodge of Canada, 

* That they look forward with confidence, that the delayed amalgamation of the bodies 
may be effected at the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Canada in July, 1868,* 

Beg to reply, that if the word amalgamation may be accepted in the sense of 
fuston of the existing bodies into one new body, as used by the Committee of 
the Prov. Grand Lodge, they see no reason why such amalgamation should not 
be immediately consummated.' 

“ No written answer being given, the following concluding memorandum was 
offered, with a request to withdraw the foregoing, which request was declined : 

* That the difference between the Committees seems to be, that the Grand 
Lodge proposes an amalgamation , which, in truth and in fact, would be a mere 
reception by it, as a superior, of the Prov. Grand Lodge as an inferior body, 
whilst the Prov. Grand Lodge proposes a fusion of the two existing bodies into 
one new body, to be constituted by and composed of both, and preservative 
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of the dignity and past acts of both ; such a fusion this Committee will cordi- 
ally accept, but any amalgamation ignoring the existence, rank and dignity 
of the Prov. Grand Lodge cannot be entertained/ 

“ Whereupon the following memorandum was offered by the Committee of 
the Grand Lodge of Canada : 

* In accordance with the terms of the resolution last proposed, the Committee 
of the Grand Lodge of Canada are prepared to recommend to the Grand 
Lodge, 

* That the Grand Officers of the Prov. Grand Lodge shall be accorded equal 
past rank in the Grand Lodge, to that they held in the Prov. Grand Lodge. 

' That all Lodges declaring their affiliation with the Grand Lodge of Canada 
previously to the next Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge, shall take 
numerical rank, according to the dates of their warrants, equally with the 
Lodges at present in alliance with the Grand Lodge of Canada. 

* That the members of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and the members of the 
Prov. Grand Lodge of Upper Canada, and of the Prov. Grand Lodge of Mon- 
treal and William Henry, and Quebec and Three Rivers, if they see fit, shall 
enter the Grand Lodge Room in procession — shall take their position under 
their respective banners, and then and there proceed to the election of the 
Grand Officers of the Grand Lodge.” 

" To which the following answer was presented : 

4 The Commitee of the Prov. Grand Lodge are under the necessity of re- 
jecting the last memorandum as irrelevant to Art. No. 1, of the proposed 
Articles of Union, beyond which the discussion has not yet passed, as incon- 
sistent with the resolution No. 3, unanimously adopted, and as a question of 
internal discipline solely belonging to the Grand Lodge of Canada ; the Com- 
mittee regret that such a resolution should have been offered to them, and they 
propose to close the proceedings by an adoption of the minutes/ ” 

On the 9th of September last, at a special communication of the P. 
0. L., the P. G. M., as representative of the G. M. of England, di- 
rected every delegate holding any warrant of a Lodge from the G- L. 
of England, to return the same to him. Thirty-eight were returned. 
It was then unanimously resolved, “ That in truo, loyal and constitu- 
tional succession to the late Prov. Grand Lodge of Canada West, a 
Grand Lodge of Canada be now formed, constituted and proclaimed, 
under the title of the * Antient Grand Lodge of Canada / ” Sir 
Allan McNab was then elected Grand Master. 

At a subsequent communication in September, Sir Allan McNab 
was installed by Bro. Thos. D. Harington. A constitution and regula- 
tions were adopted, and other business pertaining to local matters was 
transacted. 

This is a brief history of the new body in Canada, claiming the 
rights and privileges of a Grand Lodge. Its organization involves 
some interesting questions which we have not time to consider in this 
article. So great is the confusion in Canadian Masonry that the unini- 
tiated can but look on with wonder if not aversion ; and many of those 
who have received the degrees, must be at a loss to know on what 
ground they stand. We shall allude to this subject again at an early 
day. 
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Unjust Criticism. — In his official address to the Grand Lodge of 
Illinois at its last annual communication, the M. W. Grand Master, 
Jas. H. Hibbard, made somo brief remarks upon the increase of worth- 
less Masonic publications, and want of ability of some of those who 
aspire to the chair editorial, and recommended The Ashlar, published 
in Illinois , as worthy of patronage. The Grand Master did not apply 
his remarks to any particular publication, and did not, we presume, 
refer to any of the established Masonic periodicals. Yet his remarks 
have been made the subject of severe criticism by Bro. Leon Hyne- 
man, of the Mirror and Keystone , whose usual good nature seems to 
have forsaken him — not to say a small bit of his good sense. He says 
— “ We deem it most reprehensible , uncalled for and unfust in the 
highest degree , to speak disparagingly of all or any one of the Masonic 
publications , in order to favor one in particular” Bro. Hibbard 
did not speak disparagingly of all Masonic publications, nor did he 
refer to any particular one, and the remarks of Bro. Hyneman seem 
to us to be entirely uncalled for. But our contemporary is not con- 
tent with attacking the Grand Master of Illinois, — he has a few raps 
for Bro. Parvin, the Grand Secretary of Iowa. We remember the 
remarks of Bro. Parvin, and we see no reason to find fault with 
them. We did not consider them aimed at The Ashlar, and if 
they were, we would allow Bro. P. to entertain his own views on 
the subject, unmolested. 

We have alluded to this subject with considerable regret, because 
we looked upon Bro. Hyneman as one of the most liberal minded of 
the Craft, and have ever regarded the spirit displayed by his paper as 
truly Masonic. With pleasure we make room for the following from 
its pages, spoken in its own behalf : 

The “ Masonic Mirror and Keystone,” for the last six years, has in the 
many Questions which have been agitated, in varions sections of the Masonic 
world, by its strict adherence to the landmarks of the Order and conservative 
course, received the commendations of the most gifted and enlightened Ma- 
sons in the country. The Grand Masters of nearly every State and territory 
in the Union have in the most marked manner signified their approval of the 
course pursued by the Mirror and Keystone, and spoken warmly of the neces- 
sity for the Brethren to give it a liberal support. If those who are conversant 
with the ritual and usages of Freemasonry find it to their benefit to read the 
“ Masonic Mirror and Keystone,” so as to enable them to arrive at a correct 
understanding of the principles, laws, and customs of the Institution, surely 
the novice in Freemasonry, if he is desirous of obtaining Masonic knowledge, 
ought also to subscribe for and read it. The “ Masonic Mirror and Keystone” 
is published every Wednesday, at the low price of two dollars a year. It is 
the only Masonic publication issued weekly in the United States. In addition 
to its Masonic character, it contains every week in its columns the choicest 
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gems of literature, which render it a most valuable familj paper. The wive* 
and daughters of Freemasons are devoted readers of the “ Masonic Mirror and 
Keystone/’ and hail its weekly appearance at their residences with much plea- 
sure as affording them a rich intellectual feast. The publication office ot the 
“ Masonic Mirror and Keystone” is No. 310 Chestnut street, where those wish- 
ing to subscribe will please call 


MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE — QUERIES AND 
REPLIES. 


Comp. Weston : I desire to speak of some practices our Blue 
Lodge is given to, and wish you to take them into advisement, and re- 
port your views in the next No. of The Ashlar. Is it in accordance 
with the secrecy of the ballot to lay the ballot box on the altar and 
then call out each Brother to repair thither and cast his ballot, he him- 
self taking the ball out of a box near the ballot box, thereby giving 
every one an opportunity of discovering the color of his bad f Ana 
moreover is it not quite as censurable to take but one ball, instead of 
two , and take that one in the thumb and fore finger with the evident 
intention of letting the Brethren see that the ball is white. Now when 
one applies that is not good timber (after voting as I have shown before) 
it is difficult to conceal the color, so rather than come out and show your 
hand you would rather let an unworthy man gain admittance, for there 
are no men, however much they may be steeped in vice, but have their 
friends, and an old and trite saying is, that it is better to have the good 
will of a dog than his ill will ; and hence a Brother has some delicacj 
in proclaiming the color of his ballot, because such voting is equivalent 
to voting by a show of hands, which is as out of character as it is 
destructive to the best interests of Masonry. 

Now, to review, I take the ground — first, that to leave the ballot box 
on the altar is not right. It in each and every case produces confusion, 
all rushing up to vote, belter skelter ; and moreover it is too much 
apeing after the Odd Fellows to have the ballot on the altar, besides 
having one at your very elbow when you take up and deposit your ball. 
And, second, I claim that every Brother should take two balls and 
should deposit them secretly, whether he vote for or against the can- 
didate. _ 

Ans. Our correspondent seems to be in unnecessary trouble. The 
best method of balloting is that which is most secret If the manner 
adopted in his Lodge does not enable each Brother to vote secretly, or 
if it is such as easily enables Brethren to see how each one votes, then 
it should be abandoned. If a Brother intentionally deposits his ballot 
so that others can see whether he casts a white or a black ball, he does 
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wrong, and the W. M. should so inform him. The best method of 
balloting, we think, is to place the box on the altar so covered that it 
is impossible for any one to see how a Brother votes. Then let the 
name of each member be called in such a manner as to give each one 
ample time to deposit his ball without being crowded, or, as our corre- 
spondent says, having others at his elbow. In this way the ballot is 
perfectly secret, and each one can vote as he pleases. 

Bro. Weston : If a member is suspended for non-payment of dues, 
there being no other charge, and the Bro. comes forward and pays his 
dues, does it require any action of the Lodge to restore him ? If so, by 
ballot, or would a show of hands be Masonic, provided the by-laws 
were silent on the subject ? Please answer in The Ashlar. 

Ans. If a member is suspended for non-payment of dues in the 
ordinary way without charges being preferred against him, he is rein- 
stated when he pays his dues. He is suspended without charges till a 
certain contingency happens, t. e. t the payment of his dues. When 
that takes place he is again a member of the Lodge in good standing. 

A correspondent asks whether the reference often made in the third 
degree, to the Christian Dispensation, giving that degree a sectarian 
character, is right. 

Ans. The portion of the lectures referred to by our correspondent 
is obviously of modem date, and in our opinion should be omitted. 
To claim that Masonry is universal — that it unites men of every 
country, sect and opinion, and then teach that it is sectarian, is in our 
mind an absurdity. 

Bro. W. : The ballot is passed on the petition of a candidate for 
initiation an<j found clear. At another meeting objection is made by a 
member of the Lodge to the initiation of the candidate. Can the W. 
M. initiate him V 

Ans. The power is in the W. M. He must take the responsibility, 
however, if he initiate the candidate, and can be dealt with by the 
Grand Lodge if be do wrong. As a general rule, we believe a Master 
should refuse to initiate if any member objects to the candidate. 

Bro. Weston : In our Lodge when charges are preferred against a 
Brother they are placed in the hands of a committee, who take testi- 
mony, &c., and report to the Lodge whether the Brother is guilty, 
which decision is regarded as the decision of the Lodge. This is in 
accordance with the by-laws. Is it right ? 
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Ans. The following extract from the Old Charges is cited as au- 
thority for submitting to Lodges trial of Masonic offences : 

“ If any complaint be brought, the brother found guilty shall stand 
to the award and determination of the Lodge, who are the proper and 
competent judges of all such controversies, (unless you ca rry it by ap- 
peal to the Grand Lodge,) and to whom they ought to be referred, 
unless a lord’s work be hindered the mean while, in which case a par- 
ticular reference may be made ; tyut you must never go to law about 
what concerneth Masonry, without an absolute necessity apparent to 
the Lodge.” 

In accordance with this, as well as general custom, we think the party 
should be tried and judged by the Lodge. This, however, can be reg- 
ulated by the Grand Lodge. If it sanctions the course spoken of by 
our correspondent, its decision is final. The plan of submitting charges 
to a committee to decide upon we regard as exceedingly injudicious and 
unfair. The committee may consist of one member only, as well as 
three or five or twelve; and that committee may be appointed by undue 
influences. We certainly should not wish to see any Brother subjected 
to such a trial. The only proper course, in our mind, is for the Bro. 
to be tried by the Lodge, and the question to be decided by ballot. 


General Grand Encampment. — This body, as well as the G. G. 
Chapter, is on the wane. The following preamble and resolution were 
adopted recently by the Grand Encampment of Indiana : 

“That, in their opinion, the G. G. Encampment, in the infancy of 
the Order, was a necessary and useful institution ; but in the present 
growth of the Order the necessity for such an organization no longer 
existB, and that the recent aggrandizement of power on the part of the 
G. G. Encampment, by which the independence and sovereignty of the 
State Commanderies is nearly entirely swallowed up, — a state of things 
never contemplated in the origin of that body, — still more strongly con- 
vinces your committee of the necessity of its dissolution ; they would 
therefore offer for adoption the following : 

Resolved , That it is the sense of this Grand Commandery, that the 
General Grand Encampment of the United States is no longer neoeaaij 
for the usefulness and prosperity of Templar Masonry irf that jurisdic- 
tion, and that our delegates to the next tri-ennial session of that body 
be instructed to urge upon it the propriety of taking steps for its early 
and final dissolution.” 
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FAMILIAR COMMENTS ON ARCHITECTURE. 
NO. vi. 


The conversion of the original Basilicas into places of Christian 
worship, is probably one of the greatest triumphs obtained by the light 
of the cross. That these imperial halls, these judgment seats of the 
Caesars, where often the patient martyr was heard, jeered and tempted 
by the pagan, and delivered over to the torture, the sword, the fire, 
or the half-famished lions ; that these judgment seats should become 
holy altars, and the benches where a cruel people had so often sat, and 
heard and applauded the sentences of martyrdom, become the seats 
of earnest and anxious Christian servants, is indeed a triumph of the 
Christian religion. “Not shame then should we deem it, but the 
glory of the Church that she bends to her will every feeling, and art, 
and institution, that human power may devise ; that the triple splendor 
of her long drawn nave and aisles, the branching transepts, the mighty 
apse canopying the gorgeous altar, are but the spoils of her enemies ; 
that each and all are but developed beneath her living breath from the 
colonnades, chalcidica, and tribune of the heathen hall of judgment.” 

From this time forward, during the progress of Christianity, the 
principle of the original Grecian temple ceased to be perpetuated, nor 
could the debased models, the heathen temples of which so many stood 
in all the pride of Roman extravagance, be used as places of Christian 
worship. In paying their adorations to the pagan deities, the adoring 
crowds came not within the body of the building, but had their position 
in Uie precincts only — in the courts of the temples, or within the 
8pacions porticos surrounding them : the interior of the temple was 
trodden only by the priests. The original Basilicas were erected with 
the one intention only of answering the desired purpose ; their interiors 
*s previously stated were gorgeous and elaborate often to incongruity, 
bat their exteriors were plain, almost without ornament or decoration 
of any kind. A portico in front, about half the height of the building, 
with two windows pierced above at equal distances, and another over 
them in the angle of the gable — plain side walls pierced with openings 
giving sufficient light to the interior — and the circular form of the apse 
with the arched roof to it in the rear, was the external character of 
diese buildings. Plain, simple, and unobtrusive, their outward ap- 
pearance was little calculated to arouse the jealous feelings of an idol- 
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atrous people, and excite them against the early Christians ; and this 
safe policy was doubtless adopted by them until in their full grown 
strength they were able, through the noble and almost unrivalled edi- 
fices they afterwards reared, to proclaim their knowledge of and trust 
in the only true God. 

In this new principle of architecture, (for so we may in truth con- 
sider it,) introduced in the construction of the Basilicas, there is one 
thing worthy of remark ; which is, that in its exterior decoration it 
borrowed nothing, preferring to remain unadorned until its appropriate 
ornament could be developed in the growth and progress of the style ; 
and in their interiors, the arch, and pier, and column, are treated more 
independently and legitimately, than in the earlier Roman attempts at 
art. The arch is worked in more as a curved entablature, than as a dis- 
tinct feature springing from it : the architects assuming the entablature 
in the same light to be a straight arch. This, at least, is so far cred- 
itable that nothing was introduced that gave deformity to the style, or 
impeded its natural development and the character of its legitimate 
ornamentation. At a later day when it had arrived at its manhood, we 
find it asserting its independence of its pagan predecessors with all the 
boldness and life of the soaring campanili and cupola, and the tiers of 
colonnades in stories above each other. 

Parallel with this, we must notice another and a distinct style of 
architecture, not borrowed from the Grecian or Roman, but separate 
and original in itself ; we allude to the Byzantine. This style is pure- 
ly oriental, not "locally so, as if belonging to any one particular spot, 
but generally pervading all the eastern style of art sufficiently to be 
characterized as oriental. There is nothing peculiar or remarkable in 
the fact that Byzantium originated and matured a distinct architecture 
of its own. It had a dissimilar government, laws, language, and lit- 
erature, from its western neighbors ; the attempt to christianize it 
eventually foiled, and all the endeavors and influence of Constantine 
to create a new Rome at Byzantium, in so for as religion and system 
of government were concerned, most signally foiled. It was an eastern 
land, and could not be separated from the fote of eastern dynasties. 
It was not natural, necessary or essential, that it should borrow from 
its northern or western neighbors, for while subject to Rome, it was 
Roman but in name alone. 

As in the Roman architecture the principal feature was the arch, 
and all other features were made secondary to it, so in the Byzantine, 
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the dome and cupola are the very prominent and essential features to 
which every other part is subservient. The dome is doubtless the 
offspring of the arch, and its use had been very limited by the Romans, 
as the form of their buildings offered but few opportunities to do so— 
and then only as an ornament and not as a principle in the style of 
architecture. In the Byzantine, it became the grand crowning point 
of all their edifices. The centre of their main buildings had an elevated 
cupola, surmounted by the majestic dome ; and their later buildings 
have all the parts converging from the centre structure, surmounted 
with smaller ones, and these again often covered with smaller and with 
semi-domes. 

The church of St. Sophia, at Constantinople, built by Constantine 
at the request of his mother, St Helena, and now used as a Turkish 
mosque, is considered to be one of the finest examples of this style of 
architecture. To those accustomed to see the long continuous lines of 
columns in cathedral Gothic and Basilican architecture, the appear- 
ance of this building strikes them as confused and jumbled. The 
domes, semi-domes and apses sprout out in all directions, and yet in 
regular uniformity, around the great central cupola. This'Mohame- 
danized Christian structure, after being twice destroyed by fire, was 
eventually restored by Justinian, Constantine’s son and successor, who 
employed Anthemius, a Greek architect, to furnish the designs, and 
whose genius directed and completed this stupendous work. It occu- 
pied less than six years in building, and when finished, Justinian 
exclaimed in the joy of his heart, “ I have outdone thee, 0 Solomon !” 
The quarries of Africa, Asia Minor, Greece and the Grecian isles, all 
contributed to furnish material for this great work, and ten thousand 
workmen were employed in its construction, whose wages were paid on 
the evening of each day. 

The exterior facing is of marble, over a massive wall of Byzantine 
bricks. The dome has a diameter of 115 feet, and is remarkable for 
its peculiar construction, having a rise of only one-sixth of its diameter. 
It is lighted by twenty-four windows, and supported by four strong 
arches springing from massive columns of Egyptian granite. The 
edifice is in the form of a Greek cross, 269 feet in length, with a 
transept, 248 feet long. Its interior has been much defaced by the 
Turks, whose cupidity has stripped it of all its valuable enrichment 
and ornamentation. The floors were of different kinds of marble, 
richly varied in color from jasper to porphyry, producing a beautiful 
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effect by the skillful blending and contrasting of the several hues. 
Many of the pagan temples of Rome and her provinces contributed 
some of their costly materials toward the construction of this church, 
which was styled by Constantine the Church of Eternal Wisdom, and 
by him dedicated to all the Apostles. Its exterior is now much altered 
from the original design, which had but the main central dome — the 
smaller domes and semi-domes which have been added, together with 
the minarets surmounted by the crescent, give it now the appearance 
essentially of the Moorish style of architecture. 

We have been thus particular in describing this building because of 
its being a model of the type of Byzantine architecture, whose influ- 
ence has been so strong in all the oriental countries, and which is now 
looked upon as the symbol of Mohamedanism. Architect, 


GRAND CHAPTER OF OHIO — VIRTUAL WITH- 
DRAWAL FROM THE G. G. CHAPTER. 


The following account of the proceedings of the Grand Chapter of 
Ohio, at its late Convocation, is taken from the Masonic Review : 

11 We have not yet received the printed proceedings of this body: 
but venture to furnish information concerning its action on a given 
question, from our notes taken at the time. The question is, — a con- 
tinuance of its connection with the General Grand Chapter of the 
United States. The subject was alluded to in the address of the G. H. 
Priest, and referred to a select committee which reported : 

* That the only portion of those proceedings ’ (of the General Grand 
Chapter) ‘ which can claim their attention, is the adoption or rejection, 
by this Body, of the amendments to the G. G. Constitution, proposed 
by Comp. Pike of Arkansas, and submitted to the State Grand Chap- 
ters. Those amendments are probably well enough, and if adopted will 
render the General Grand Chapter simply harmless. 

But your committee believe that, instead of patching up the General 
Grand Chapter, and making efforts to perpetuate its existence, this 
Grand Chapter will consult its own dignity and the benefit of Boyal 
Arch Masonry in our State by withdrawing whatever allegiance we 
may owe to, and severing any connection with, that General Grand 
Body. And your committee think so for the following, among many 
other reasons : 

1. It is a new feature in Masonic government, not recognized by, 
nor congenial with, the nature and spirit of ancient Freemasonry. 
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2. It is of no use now , whatever it may have been at an earlier day. 
The object sought by its organization was uniformity ; but the only 
uniformity it has introduced is in the promulgation of degrees unknown 
to Masonry until near the close of the last century, and in requiring 
prerequisites for the Royal Arch which were never exacted until then, 
and which are not essential to the full and proper development of 
everything that is valuable in Masonry. 

3. It* assumptions of power are dangerous in the extreme : while 
it ha* declined to even hear a complaint from New York , it ha* un- 
dertaken to adjust one in Michigan on an ex parte statement ; and 
not only declare t that a Chapter working under a charter from the 
Grand Chapter of Michigan is not a Royal Arch Chapter , hut that 
the work it has done is no work at all , and its members are not Royal 
Arch Mason* ! Thus it is not only dangerous to the peace and pros- 
perity of the Order , but to the very existence of our organization : 
what has been done in Michigan , may be done in Ohio. 

4. We receive no return for the expenditure necessarily incurred by 
os in perpetuating our present relations with that Body ; and from the 
time we first unfortunately acknowledged its supremacy, to the nresent 
moment, your committee are not aware that the (General Grand Chapter 
bas ever been of the slightest benefit to Royal Arch Masonry in Ohio— 
or elsewhere. 

From the foregoing, and many other considerations which might be 
adduced, your committee have concluded to propose the following reso- 
lutions for adoption by this Grand Chapter : 

1. That it is inexpedient, at present, for this Grand Chapter to act 

a the proposed amendments to the Constitution of the General 
Chapter. 

2. That in the opinion of this Grand Chapter, it is advisable to 
withdraw its allegiance from the General Grand Chapter, as soon as the 
same can be done consistently with good faith, and without injury to the 
cause of Royal Arch Masonry. 

3. That a select committee of nine be appointed to consider and 
mature a plan for an entire withdrawal of our allegiance to the General 
Grand Chapter, and suggest any change which may be necessary in our 
Constitution and forms ; with instructions to correspond with the Grand 
Chapters of other States acting under the authority of the General 
Grand Chapter of the United States, as to the expediency of abolishing 
the General Grand Chapter; — and report to this Grand Chapter at its 
next annual communication.’ ” 

By this it will be seen that the Grand Chapter of Ohio considers the 
action of M. E. Chas. Gilman, G. G. H. P., respecting Peninsular 
Chapter, an arbitrary assumption of power. The action of the G. C. 
of Ohio shows clearly its opinion of the G. G. C., and virtually dis- 
solves its connection therewith. 

17 — vol. m. no. vi. 
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CONTINENTAL FREEMASONRY.* 

«fl Bro. I e. (BUot. 

W* often bear the non-Masonic world declare that the benefits of 
Freemasonry are imaginary, or, at all events, that they are restricted 
to the social enjoyment which may be equally found in any other so- 
ciety. But, although the Brethren of the Order may treat such a 
libel with the contempt which it deserves at their hands* and be better 
acquainted with the real benefits of their Craft, yet even they cannot 
appreciate the full beauties of Freemasonry, unless they have made 
trial of its virtues among strange men, or in strange countries. It is 
for two reasons that the following account is written ; — firstly, to show 
that a Brother is received with as fraternal a welcome in another land 
as in his own ; and secondly, to give some idea of Continental Free- 
masonry to those Brethren who have not enjoyed opportunities of wit- 
nessing for themselves the working of the Craft in that nation with 
whom we have recently fraternised in another manner. 

At the commencement of the last summer I had determined to paj 
a visit to Paris, in company with a friend, and as he happened to be a 
Brother Mason, we decided upon giving our visit as much of a Masonic 
character as possible ; so, in addition to oar ordinary baggage, we each 
took a small box exclusively devoted to Masonic clothing. This con- 
sisted of a full dress Prov. Grand suit, a Royal Arch, and a Knight 
Templar’s costume, together with appropriate jewels. The Templar’s 
suit we found to be useless, because the Royal Arch ranks considerably 
above that Order. Bat the Prov. Grand fall dress clothing was 
exceedingly useful, and struck the Parisian Brethren with awe, giving 
them singularly exalted ideas of our dignity. The mystic powers of 
the Craft began their work immediately on our landing on French 
ground. My Masonic companion carried with him a huge carpet-bag, 
which was instantly seized upon by the searchers at the Custom House, 
and its contents reduced to a state of direful confusion in an instant 
My big box, however, was not destined to suffer quite such rough 
handling, for the chief donanier happened to be a Brother Mason, and 
being struck with a very decidedly Masonic jewel lying at the top of 
my box, he made a few rapid inquiries, and having ascertained our 
rank, welcomed us to France, much to the surprise of a lad who was 
with me, and who, not being a Mason, was quite astonished at the 
excellent terms on which we were then with the officials, and all witb- 


• From th« London Frecmaaon*’ Magutno. 
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out having spoken a word. I may mention, that our boxes were not 
delayed by the rencontre. 

We saw no more of Freemasonry until we arrived in Paris, although 
we signified several times that we were Brothers of the Craft. The 
most probable reason for this circumstance is, that our companions on 
the journey to Paris were nearly all soldiers, and I noticed very few 
soldiers indeed attending the meetings of the various Lodges, and 
those who did so were almost invariably officers of the Lodge, 
a#*** * # # 

Freemasonry in France is divided into two great bodies, one work- 
ing under the auspices of the Grand Orient, or Grand Lodge, and the 
other deriving its authority from the Supreme Council. Although the 
members mutually visit each other, yet they hold their meetings in 
different parts of Paris ; the Grand Orient having a house in a street 
that runs into the east end of the Rue St. Lazare, and the Supreme 
Council meeting in the Rue de Grdnelle, St. Honors, No. 35. The 
latter building, by the way, is not easy to find by night, as the arch- 
way leading to it is very dark, and the lamps in the street exactly throw 
a shade instead of a light on the number. It is on the same side of 
the street as the passage of the Vero-Dodats, and one very simple way 
of discovering it, is to commence at the Vero-Dodats, and to go into 
every archway until you get the right one, which will be found nearly 
opposite to, and at no great distance from, the sign of “ Les deux Sap- 
pears,” who grace the first floor of their residence in all the glories of 
tall shako, white apron, and large hatchet. 

I would recommend every Brother to visit the house some morning, 
as it is large and well worth seeing, and especially not to neglect cer- 
tain chambers in the upper story, which are decorated in a very cheer- 
fel manner, and appear eminently calculated to raise the spirits of any 
nervous individual who might happen to find himself alone in them. 
More I cannot say, except that as is generally the case with the conti- 
nental ceremonies, there are many things which we might advantage- 
ously copy, while there are too many which are decidedly puerile, and 
which we have very rightly discarded as unnecessary accompaniments. 
I purposely avoid any detailed description of these rooms, because, 
although they cannot be ranked among truly Masonic objects, yet I 
was permitted to see them as a Brother of the Craft, and therefore the 
Masonic seal is on my lips. For the same reason I pass over in silence 
many objects which are to be seen there. There is a very obliging 
concierge always at his post, and he will show everything to any one 
who can prove himself a member of the Craft ; that is, he will show 
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every thing up to the rank which the visitor holds, on which subject he 
takes care to inform himself before he mounts the stairs. The best phut 
is to show the G. L. certificates, together with those of any of the high 
degrees that may have been taken. The Royal Arch is perhaps the 
most efficacious, unless the visitor happens to be a Member of the High 
Grades Union, in which case he will meet with wonderful deference. 

The clothing worn by the French Freemasons is very different from 
that in use among ourselves. Very few aprons are to be seen at all, 
except in the two first degrees, and in one or two of the highest. The 
Entered Apprentices wear a white apron like ours, and they have to 
do the manual labor requisite in the ceremonies, which is rather heavy 
work, and, in hot weather, very fatiguing. The flap is turned up in 
just the manner practiced in England. After an interval of a year, 
the Entered Apprentices are passed to the second degree, when they 
turn down the flap of the apron, but add no ornament. At the ex* 
piration of another year, they are raised to the degree of Master Ma- 
son, and then discard the apron entirely, substituting a broad Use 
sash, passing across the breast, and decorated with sundry appropriate 
emblems in silver. I never saw any M.M. apron, but there were many 
samples of E.A.P. and F.C., while there was a moderate sprinkling 
of K.T. The K.T. aprons are very small, of the same color asyw 
own, but of a triangular shape, one angle pointing downwards. The 
crimson cross is placed in the centre, but the silver emblem is not in 
use. The Rose Croix was plentiful in every Lodge, and the scarlet 
collar, embroidered with gold, had a very good effect. There were 
several Brethren who had taken the Thirtieth Degree, and they wore i 
most resplendent collar, heavy with gold and glittering with sparkling 
spangles, arranged to represent the well-known double-headed eagle 
grasping its two-edged sword, and surrounded with various devices, 
while the letters C.K.H. were conspicuously embroidered on the cen- 
tre. I do not give the whole of the words represented by the initials, 
but any member of that degree will know what they mean, remember 
ing that they must be taken to represent the initials of French flynon* 
yms of the words. From the Thirtieth Degree and upwards, the 
Brethren wore simply white watered-silk collars, with the number of 
the Degree embroidered in frost, and surrounded by rays. I saw but 
one member of the Thirty-third Degree during the whole of my Ma- 
sonic experience in Paris. 

I insert a copy of one of the circulars of the Jerusalem Econaise 
Lodge, No. 99, meeting under the Supreme Council. 
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A.*. L. a . G. a . D. a . G. a . A. a . D. a . L.\ 

Au nom & sous lea Auapz. da Supreme Conaeii de France, Hit Ecoaa.'. ancz. 

accepts 

SOLIDARITY. A fraternity. 

/ / No. 99. Constitute sous le titre distinctif 

JERUSALEM ECOSSAISE. 


NOTA. 

Lee prSaentateura 
sont invites k inatru- 
ire lea Candidate stir 
lean obligations fin- 
andSrea. 


Toot membre en 
retard de 6 mois de 
Cotisation sera aox 
tonnes dea reglz. g6- 
n4rz. et parti col.*, 
mis en Stat de radi- 
ation. 


Or/, de Faria. Vnl/. 11 Aout, 1854. 

T.'. C.\ F.\ 

Nona arena la Faveur de Tone prSvSnir qne la H/. 
L/. ouvrira sea Travaux en tenae le Mercredi 33 Aout, 
1854, k sept henrei et demie trSs prSdaes da aoir, en son 
local ordinaire 35, Hue de Grenelle St Honord. 

Veuez T/. C/. F/. par rotre presence embellir nos 
travaox, lea 4clairer de voa Lumidree et reaserrer arec 
nous lea donx liens de la Fraternity. 

Hecevez T/. C/. F/. lea aalntadona de voe tooa de- 
vou6s FF. a . 


1 OT Sim.\ Hftn.'. $ro.\ Cemjr.'. 


2" b# Sim.\ 


Lea tenneaont lieu 
le 4“* Mercredi de 
cheque mois : lea tra- 
vaux k Tordre du 
jour seuls y aeront 
tmitta. 


Reunion dn Con- 
seil d*ad ministration 
en Comity g6n4ral 
le 2°* Mercredi de 
cheque mois. 


•rai\ Jar manbemnd bt la *$:. 

SojmoJu). 

Stcret/. 

ORDRE DBS TRAVAUX. 


1* Ouv/. de8 travz. 7$*- 
2* Lecture de l r Es/. dea 
der/. travz. 

3* Correspondences. 

4* Intro/, dea F/.E/.Viai/. 

5* Paiement dea Cotiaationa 
6* 2 tour dc scrudn aur le 
prof/. Pktrt. William 
Adolphe, Employ^ de 
Commerce, rue de Beau- 
ve&u, 46. 

Lea Fz. sont pr6venus que lee Travz. ouvriront k 
711"*$ et non k 8$. 


7‘ Initz. dea Prof/. Gau- 
vbt Pierre, rue Richer, 
48. Dsshatxb, Ful- 
gence, horloger, me du 
Bouloi, 22. 

8* More.*, d’archz. paries 
Fz. Fz. 

9* Collatz. au 2 m * degz. 
au Fz. Lantz. 

10‘ Tronc de Bienfaisance. 

11* Ferz. dea travz. 
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At the top of the original copy there is an engraving of Jerusalem, 
and immediately beneath it the Square and Compasses, encircled with 
acacia, bearing in the centre the initials of the Lodge, J.E. A short 
explanation of the terms and letters used in the circular will perhaps 
be useful. 

The letters “A.\L.\G.\D.*.G.\A.\D.\L.\” are the initials of the 
words 44 A la Gloire du Grand Architect de PUnivers,” and corres- 
pond to our 44 I.T.N.O.T.G. A.O.T.U. ,, The triangular arrangement 
of the periods separating the letters, signifies Freemasonry. The marl 
/ / signifies a Lodge. T.C.F. corresponds to our Y.D.B., being 

the initials of “ Trhs Cher Frfcre.” The circular is signed not only 
with the name of the Secretary, but of the Worshipful Master, or, as 
he is called, 44 Le V£n£r&ble,” of the two Wardens, or “ Survefl* 
lants,” and of the Orator, of whose office I shall speak afterwards. 

The circular appears to me to be a remarkably excellent one, and 
well worthy of imitation, as it partakes, in no slight degree, of that 
perfect arrangement which is so remarkable in Paris. 

In my next paper on this subject, I shall introduce the Brethren into 
the walls of the Lodge. 

(to be continued.) 


THOMAS DUNCKERLEY — 177 0. 

Extract from fyc Erfetlatton* of a Aquarr. 

44 At the expiration of Bro. Dagge’s year, during which the circum- 
stances of the Lodge were greatly improved, I had the good fortune 
to fall into the hands of the most eminent Mason of the age,” my 
garrulous companion continued, — 44 Bro. Thomas Dunckerley, an ex- 
pert Master, and a good tactitian. He was supposed to be the natuial 
son of King George II., and his manners did not belie his breeding.* 


• The anecdote is too interesting to be passed over in silenoe. It is thns related b y Me 
biographer: “ In the Tear 1700, on his return from the edge of Quebec, an event happened 
which could not hut fill him with astonishment; as it placed him in a new and mod exta* 
ordinary point of view. A lady, receiving the sacrament on her death bed, made a deden- 
tXon in all the awftd solemnity of the occasion, by which it appeared that Bro. DanekerMj 
owed his birth to the first Personage in the kingdom; and Nature was determined that it 
never should be questioned.” — (F. If. Hag. 1798, p. 878.) And those who have seen Us por- 
trait, which now oocupies a prominent situation In the Preparing Boom of the Royal Cam 
berland Lodge, at Bath, have been struck with the resemblance which its bean to the Boyw 
Family now on the throne of England. Bro. Dunckerley, on this discovery, adopted tbs 
Royal Arms, with the bend sinister for distinction, and assumed. In his confidential corres- 
pondence, the name of Fits-Oeorge, and the motto, Fato non mmiro. I have in my possm 
Hon, by the kindness of Bro. Percy Wells, the present W. M. of the Royal CumberiaM 
Lodge(1864,) a genuine impression of his seal. 
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He was a perfect gentleman and a ripe soholar, combining a knowledge 
of Boience and philoaopfaj with grace and dignity of deportment, and 
the uniform practice of every moral and religions dnty. At the period 
now under consideration, he was a student at one of the inns of court, 
and was in due time called to the bar.* 

11 Though conversant in scientific and philosophical researches, he 
was of too virtuous a frame of mind, and too well grounded in his 
religious and moral principles, ever to suffer philosophy to lead to 
infidelity ; but all the Christian truths received his most hearty concur- 
rence, and all the Christian virtues his constant practice. 

“ In the Lodge he intermingled the fortiter in re so judiciously 
with the suaviter in modo , that, while the Society over which he pro- 
dded was in the highest state of discipline, there was an ease and 
comfort amongst the Brethren which elevated the character of the 
Lodge, and procured for us the honor of many distinguished visitors, 
who all admired the quiet and easy deportment of Bro. Dunckerley in 
the chair, and the orderly and respectful conduct of the Brethren. 

“ In conducting the business of the Lodge, Bra Dunckerley did 
not content himself with the usual common-place demonstrations con- 
tained in the Lodge lectures, but, like a skillful navigator, boldly 
launched forth into unknown seas, in the hope of discovering regions 
hitherto unexplored, where he might work a virgin soil in search of 
unfolded riches, or detect the germ of new and interesting sources of 
knowledge. And be was eminently successful ; for he discovered and 
brought to light a hidden vein of science, which had escaped the pene- 
tration of all the eminent men who had preceded him in the same 
track. His indefatigable exertions and self-devotion to the holy cause 
soon advanced him to the greatest dignities Freemasonry had it in her 
power to bestow. 

“ By the indefatigable assiduity of this truly Masonic luminary. 
Masonry made considerable progress, not only within his own province 
of Hampshire, but in many other counties in England. In grateful 
testimony of his zealous exertions for many years to promote the honor 
and interest of the Society, the Grand Lodge conferred upon him the 
rank of Past Senior Grand Warden, and that in all prooessions he was 
entitled to take place next the present Senior Grand Warden for the time 
bring. 


• At the demise of George II.. which happened almost at the moment of the abore dis- 
elorare, his friends, who were of high rank, kid his ease before the new king, who gener- 
ously allowed him £100 a year, which was subsequently augmented to £800, out of the 
privy purse; and this, with the profits of his pr o fe s s ion, pot him Into sasy cirsumstanees; 
tad it is due to his memoir to add, that his charities Were boundless, and the destitute 
Brother never applied to him in vain. 
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41 He was also Provincial Grand Master for the city and oownty of 
Bristol, the counties of Dorset, Essex, Gloucester, Hereford, Somerset, 
Southampton, and the Isle of Wight ; Grand Superintendent and Past 
Grand Master of Royal Arch Masons for the city and county of Bris- 
tol, the counties of Dorset, Essex, Gloucester, Hereford, Kent, Not- 
tingham, Somerset, Southampton, Surrey, Suffolk, Sussex and War- 
wick, under the patronage of His Royal Highness the Duke of Chr 
renoe ; and Most Eminent and Supreme Grand Master of Knights of 
Rosa Cruois, Templars, K. H., etc., of England, under his Boyd 
Highness Prince Edward, Patron of the Order. 

“ Bro. Dunckerley was well known as a Mason,” the Square con- 
tinued, “ and had acquired a competent general knowledge of theCnft 
before the period in which I am introducing him to your notice, for 
he delivered a Charge at Plymouth in 1757 on the Light and Truth 
of Masonry, which in a printed form spread through the length and 
breadth of the land, and will be known and admired as long as Mason- 
ry endures. I had the gratification of being present at its delivery, 
and can assure you that the exquisite grace of the orator, and the rich 
modulation of his musical voice, entranced the hearers. The feelings 
of the Brethren were wound up to such a pitch of intensity that a pin 
might have been heard to drop in the midst of that numerous assembly. 
There was silence in heaven for the spaoe of half an hour. 

“ After this time he saw a great deal of service as an officer in the 
navy, and was at the taking of Quebec. The roar of cannon, and the 
outcry of bloody conflict, however, proved insufficient to stifle the still, 
small voice of benevolence and peace which reigned triumphant in Ins 
bosom ; and he had only returned to this country a short time befote 
he was induced to accept the office of RW,M.of our Lodge. He 
delivered two other addresses, — one at Marlborough, and the other at 
Colchester, which increased his popularity as a Mason, and were printed 
and extensively circulated amongst the Craft. 

“ Bro. Dunckerley was the oracle of the Grand Lodge, and the ac- 
credited interpreter of its Constitutions. His decision, like the law of 
the Modes and Persians, was final on all points both of doctrine and 
discipline, and against it there was no appeal. His views of Masonry 
were liberal, and he despised sectarian controversy. He frequently 
visited the Ancient Masons’ Lodges for the purpose of ascertaining 
what was the actual difference between the two systems, as Lawrence 
Dennott, in the Ahiman Rezon, had confidently boasted of the superi- 
ority of their mode of work over that which was recommended by the 
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legitimate Grand Lodge ; and he carefully culled its flowers, and trans- 
planted them into Constitutional Masonry; for he actually found 
amongst the ancients, to his undisguised astonishment, several material 
innovations in their system, including some alteration of the Old Land- 
marks, and a new application of the Master’s Word. As John Wes- 
ley is said to have observed, when he adopted some popular ditty to 
fan collection of hymns, — ‘ It is a pity the devil should monopolize all 
the best tunes,’ so our Bro. Dunckerley, how loudly soever the self- 
styled Ancients might blow their schismatical trumpet, and proclaim 
tfae exclusive excellence of their schism, resolved that they should not 
appropriate to themselves a single pearl of any real value towards the 
elucidation of the Craft And henoe, when he was authorized by the 
Grand Lodge to construct a new code of Lectures by a careful revi- 
sion of the existing ritual, and a collation of all the ancient forms, he 
executed the task so well, that the Grand Lodge adopted it without 
alteration, and enjoined its practice in all the Lodges under its juris- 
diction. 

“ These were the palmy days of Masonry,” said the Square, exult- 
ingly, “ and it is doubtful whether it has ever been in greater repute 
than under the direction of this learned and philosophical Brother. 
In one instance, he oertainly laid himself open to the charge of buildr 
ing on another man’s foundation, for he reconstructed Dermott’s Royal 
Arch, and introduced it into the Grand Lodge of England. It was a 
bold attempt ; but from the patronage of the Duke of Clarence, united 
with his own influence in Grand Lodge, it was eminently successful. I 
cannot deny but it was an innovation, for it absolutely disarranged the 
Landmarks, by transferring the Master’s Word to a subsidiary Degree. 
And so it was generally considered at its first introduction. It was 
like grafting a crab upon an apple stock. But time has effected won- 
drous changes. The crab has ripened into a most delicious fruit, and 
Royal Arch Degree is now considered the perfection of 

“ Bro. Dunckerley found among the ancient Masons a French work, 
which, taken as a corollary to their professions of superior antiquity, 
constituted a curious anomaly that is deserving of a passing notice, its 
professed object being to rebut the claims of Masonry to a high an- 
tiquity, and to limit its existence to the last two hundred years. The 
uthor confidently asserts that it was a purely English invention, never 
eontradicted by the Fraternity when speaking with each other in confi- 
dence, and tacitly acknowledged by all foreign Lodges, which are 


Masonry. 
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nothing more than branches from this original stock. And he adu 
triumphantly, 4 But what happy mortal amongst the English has been 
able so to interest the heavens in his favor, as to gain the glorious title 
of founder of this Order ? There are few who will guess at him 
from the hints I have given, yet still fewer who, like him, could pene- 
trate into the very heart of man, could trace all its windings, and dmv 
from him all his thoughts ; fewer who, like him, could at one glance 
discern the advantages of such an Institution, the means of establish- 
ing it with success, and of making it useful to his political and religi- 
ous designs. There are few whom (as the poet says) Jupiter eyes so 
partially, as suddenly to dispel the night which environs them, and 
bringing them into light, to show them truths concealed from others 
under shadows and hieroglyphics. In a word, it wanted a Cromwell 
to insure success. A genius so vast as his could alone embrace a pro- 
ject of such importance, and contrive the means of supporting it, until 
its final and surprising execution astonished the world by a most terri- 
ble metamorphosis. If we refer to the Masonic deliberations of those 
days, we may discover in them storms continually increasing, and pow- 
ers sleeping on the very verge of a precipice The Order 

frequently changed its name in the first year of its formation. But 
which it now bears was the first ; its partisans afterwards called them- 
selves Levellers, then Independents, afterwards Fifth Monarchy Men. 
At last they resumed their original name of Freemasons, which they 
keep to this day. They had a standard upon which was a lion 
chanty to designate the lion of the tribe of Judah, with this motto,— 
Who shall dare to bouse him up?’ ” 


THE DRUID 8.* 


The Druidical rites were practiced in Britain and Gaul, though 
they were brought to a much greater state of perfection in the former 
country, where the isle of Anglesea was considered as their chief seat. 
The word Druid has been supposed to be derived from the Greek 
DruSy or rather the Celtic DerWy an oak, which tree was peculiarly 
sacred among them ; but I am inclined to seek its etymology in the 
Gaelic word Druidhy which signifies a wise man or a magician. The 

* From the Muonic Lexicon. 
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Druidioal ceremonies of initiation, according to Oliver, “ bore an un- 
doubted reference to tbe salvation of Noah and his seven companions 
in the ark.” Indeed, all the ancient mysteries appear to have been 
arkite in their general character. Their places of initiation were of 
various forms ; circular, because a circle was an emblem of the uni- 
verse ; or oval, in allusion to the mundane egg, from which, according 
to the Egyptians, our first parents issued ; or serpentine, because a 
serpent was the symbol of Hu, the Druidical Noah ; or winged, to 
represent the motion of the Divine Spirit ; or cruciform, because a 
cross was the emblem of regeneration.* Their only covering was the 
clouded canopy, because they deemed it absurd to confine the Omnip- 
otent beneath a roof,t and they were constructed of embankments of 
earth, and of unhewn stones, unpolluted with a metal tool . No one 
was permitted to enter their sacred retreats, unless he bore a chain . 
The chief priest or hierophant, was called the Archdruid. Their grand 
periods of initiation were quarterly, taking place on the days when the 
son reached his equinoctial and solstitial points, which at that remote 
period were the 18th of February, the 1st of May, the 19th of Au- 
gust, and the 1st of November. The principal of these was the 1st 
of May, (which, according to Mr. Higgins,! was the festival of the 
8nn entering into Taurus,) and the May-day celebration which still 
exists among us, is a remnant of the Draidical rites. It was not law- 
ful to commit their ceremonies or doctrines to writing, as we learn 
from Caesar and hence the ancient Greek and Roman writers have 
been enabled to give us but little information on this subject. 

The institution was divided into three degrees or classes, the lowest 
being the Bards ; the second the Faids , or Votes, and the highest 
the Druids. II Much mental preparation and physical purification were 
used previously to admission into the first degree. The aspirant was 
clothed with the three sacred colors, white, blue, and green ; white as 
the symbol of Light, blue of Truth, and green of Hope. When the 
rites of initiation were passed, the tri-colored robe was changed for one 
of green : in the second degree, the candidate was clothed in blue, 

* Hie cross, as an emblem of regeneration, was first adopted by the Egyptians, who 
«fnua»ed the sereral increases of the Nile, (by whose ftrtlllnng inundations their soil was 
regenerated.) by a oolumn marked with several crosses. They hung it as a talisman around 
the necks of their children and sick people. It was sometimes represented In an abridged 
farm, by the letter T. — Ptudu, HUtoru dm del. 

t It was an article in the Druidical creed, that it was unlawful to build temples to the 
gods; or to worship them within walls or under roofli. — Dr. Henry'* Hist. Eng. 

t Higgins’ Celtic Druids, p. 149. The a s tron o mic relations of this day, have been altered 
by the procession of the equinox. 

f “ Neque fi&s esse existimant, ea Uteris man dare.”— Sell. Gall. vi. 18. 

I fits Strabo, lib. iv, and Ammfaui. Maroelllnns, lib. xv. 
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and having surmounted all the dangers of the third, and arrived at the 
summit of perfection, he received the red tiara, and flowing mantle of 
purest white. The ceremonies were numerous, the physical proofs 
painful, and the mental trials appalling. They commenced in the first 
degree, with placing the aspirant in the pastos, bed, or coffin, where his 
symbolical death was represented, and they terminated in the third, 
by his regeneration or restoration to life from the womb of the giantess 
Ceridwin, and the committal of the body of the newly bom to the 
waves in a small boat, symbolical of the ark. The result was, gene- 
rally , that he succeeded in reaching the safe landing-place that repre- 
sented Mount Ararat, but if his arm was weak, or his heart failed, 
death was the almost inevitable consequence. If he refused the trial, 
through timidity, he was contemptuously rejected, and declared forever 
ineligible to participate in the sacred rites. But if he undertook it 
and succeeded, he was joyously invested with all the privileges of 
Druidism. 

The doctrines of the Druids were the same as those entertained by 
Pythagoras. They taught the existence of one Supreme Being ; a 
future state of rewards and punishments ; the immortality of the soul, 
and a metempsychosis ;* and the object of their mystic rites was to 
communicate these doctrines in symbolic language. 

With respect to the origin of the Druids, the most plausible theory 
seems to be that of Mr. Higgins, that the Celts, who practiced the 
rites of Druidism, “ first came from the east of the Caspian sea, bring 
ing with them their seventeen letters, their festivals, and their gods.” 
Without such a theory as this, we shall be unable to account for the 
analogy which existed between the rites of Druidism and those of the 
other pagan mysteries, the latter of whom undoubtedly derived their 
origin from the mysteries of ancient India through those of Egypt . 


QP* Strong as are the principles which animate and have thus far 
sustained our Institution, a sound and healthy body is essential as a 
tenement for the occupancy of the pure spirit of Freemasonry. As the 
spirit of man abandons the material body when it becomes corrupt, so 
will the spirit of Masonry abandon the Lodge when its members 
become unworthy. 


* Omar says of them : “ In primif hoe volant persuadere, non interim anhnoe, hA 
alii* post mortem ad alioe transire patent.”— Bell. Gall ., 1. vi. 
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ANNUAL COMMUNICATION OF THE GRAND 
LODGE OF MICHIGAN. 


The Grand Lodge of Michigan convened at Detroit on Wednesday 
the 13th day of last month. The attendance was foil ; a spirit worthy 
of Masons was exhibited in all the deliberations. M. W. Levi Cook, 
Grind Master, presided. He delivered a well written address, giving 
information of the condition of the Craft in Michigan, and made ap- 
propriate allusion to the death of our late Brother E. Smith Lee, Past 
Grand Master. He recommended that a decision respecting the Grand 
Lodge of Canada be postponed one year. During the year he had 
granted fourteen dispensations for Lodges. We regret that our space 
will not permit us to give this document entire. We shall quote from 
it in our next number. 

The following were the standing Committees : 

On Grievances : A. B. Cudworth, 

C. P. Benton, 

F. M. Foster. 

On Charters and Dispensations -• W. M. Fenton, 

J. N. Gott, 

Stephen Levens. 

On Accounts: N. B. Eldredge, 

D. S. Leavitt, 

Wm. Grannis. 

A new charter was granted to Colon Lodge, for the old one which 
was defaced. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year : 


Wm. Fenton, 

, . . . Flint, 

. . Grand Master. 

J. A. Allen, 

Kalamazoo, 

, .Dep. G. M. 

H. T. Farnham, 

. . . Hillsdale, 

. . S. G. Warden. 

B. B. Church, 

... Grand Rapids, . . . . 

. Jun. G. W. 

Bev. B. F. Doughty, . . 

. . . Centreville, 

. G. Chaplain. 

Jas. Fenton, 

Detroit, 

. .G. Secretary. 

W. EL McOmber, .... 

...Niles 

. . G. Treasurer. 

E. A. Brown, 

. . . Berrien, 

. .8. G. D. 

E. Leach, 

. . . Owosso, 

. J. G. D. 

J. P. Whiting, 

. . . Detroit, 

. .G. Marshal 

W. P. Mills, 

. . . Grand Rapids, .... 

..G.8.B. 

T. B. Eldred, 

. . . Climax, 

. . G. P. 
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Charters were granted to the following Lodges : 


Greenville Lodge No. 96 


Niles 

a 

“ 97 

Niles. 

Waterford 

n 

“ 98 


Decatur 

<< 

“ 99 


Oakwood 

H 

“100 


Blarquette 

<« 

“ 101 


Bit. Clemens 

(< 

“102 


Greenby 

<( 

“ 103 


White Pigeon 

«< 

“ 104 


St. Johns’ 

<< 

“105 


St. Peter 

«< 

“ 106 


Eureka 

<1 

“ 107 



The dispensation of Reading Lodge was continued. A salary of 
$350 per annum was voted to the Grand Secretary, and appropriations 
were made to purchase jewels for the Grand Blaster, Levi Cook, and 
the Deputy Grand Blaster, T. H. Lyon. Sidney Eggleston, expelled 
from Rover Lodge, was restored to all the rights and benefits of Mr 
soniy. 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved , That the resolution [passed Jan. 10th, 1850, respecting 
reconsidering votes] shall not be so construed as to interfere with the 
sacredness of the ballot. 

A resolution was also adopted in relation to the action of Lodges 
which have disregarded the provision of the Constitution [Art. 5, Sec. 
7,] respecting the examination of candidates in open Lodge. 

The compensation of the Grand Lecturer and Visitor was fixed as 
follows : 

Resolved , That those Lodges desiring visits of instruction from the 
Grand Lecturer, may, on application to the BL W. Grand Blaster, and 
his consent thereto, be entitled to the visits and lectures of the Grand 
Lecturer, and that there may be allowed to the G. Lecturer, from 
the treasury of the Grand Lodge, the sum of $10 for each visit so per 
mitted by the M. W. Grand Blaster, and that each subordinate Lod# 
desiring such lecture and visit shall pay to the G. Lecturer the addi- 
tional compensation required. 

Committee report amount of funds in the treasury, $124 39 

Amount received during session, 

Amount necessary to be expended, 


2,067 00 

$2,191 39 
1,708 34 

$ 483 05 
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The following Lodges, having made no return for two years, their 
constitutions were declared forfeited : Oriental No. 15, Ann Arbor ; 
Elmira No. 72, Saut Ste Marie. 

The charters of Acacia Lodge and Fentonville Lodge were surren- 
dered. A new charter was granted to Lansing No. 33. Macomb 
Lodge was authorized to remove to Brooklyn on a two-thirds vote of 
the members. 

The Grand Lodge closed on Friday evening, after a session of two 
days and a half. In our next number we shall give a further account 
of its proceedings. 

The next annual communication of the Grand Lodge will be held 
at Grand Rapids. 


PROCEEDINGS OP THE GRAND R. A. CHAPTER 
OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN. 

The Grand R. A. Chapter of the State of Michigan, was opened in 
the city of Detroit, on Monday the 11th of January last, and closed 
its convocation the Thursday following. The session was one of much 
interest, and some questions of great importance were discussed and 
decided. They relate to the powers of the General G. Chapter of the 
U. S., and those of State Grand Chapters. 

M. E. Salathiel C. Goffinberry, G. H. P., presided. Every Chap- 
ter in the State was represented, and the attendance was large. This 
was, doubtless, caused by the events which had transpired respecting 
Peninsular Chapter No. 16. The High Priest delivered an excellent 
address, in which he discussed with great ability the various questions 
respecting the powers and privileges of the G. G. C. and those of State 
Grand Chapters* The length of this interesting document prevents 
our giving but a small portion of it in this number. We shall, how- 
ever, make some further extracts from it in subsequent numbers. 

“ The influence of Masonry is felt in every department of social 
life : — in the Cabinet, and in the halls of legislation — in the camp, and 
in the field — in the quiet walks of private life, and in the spheres of 

E * lie responsibility — in the hovel, and in the palace — on the dung- 
and on the throne — in the administration of religious rites, and in 
the adaptation of the institutions of civil government. The curious 
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may trace its foot-prints. by its benefits, through the civil institutions of 
mankind in the past, back to the remotest ages of our race. 

Let us, for a moment, lift the dark veil which enshrouds the events 
of past ages, and look back a few centuries to those who then figured 
on the stage of human action. What a prospect fills the vision ! Be- 
hold Freedom crushed to the dust by the iron rule of Despotism, and 
civil government but another name for venal submission and subser- 
viency of the many to the usurpation and assumption of the few ! Be- 
hold the serf, whose intellect scarcely penetrates beyond the walls of 
his own hut, and whose loftiest thoughts scarcely ascend above the smoke 
of his own hovel, humbly kiss the hand that buffets him ! Behold the 
kneeling victim submissively present to the tyrant, with his own hand, 
the glittering poinard whioh is, the succeeding moment, to be plunged 
into his own heart ! This is a picture drawn from the past. Let us 
drop the curtain, and look a moment at the present. It is before us— 
above us — around us — within us. The touch of genius can add 
nothing to its glory. It is a triumph over the past ; an age of wisdom, 
of virtue, and of freedom, erected upon the ruins of ignorance, of cor- 
ruption, and of bondage. The march of mind has been triumphant ; 
and what has given it impulse ? From the temple of Masonry has 
been diffused a light, which has tinged every human institution with its 
reflections. From its shrine has ascended an incense which has given 
a pure tone to the human understanding. On its altar has been kin- 
dled a fire of free thought, that has warmed the human intellect into 
a comprehension of its nature and its destiny. By its influence the 
minds of men have been liberalized, enlarged and enlightened. Be- 
ligious intolerance has disappeared before it Sages, statesmen, and 
philosophers have caught the whispered heart-tones of Masonry, at- 
tuned them into harmonies, mingled them in the science of govern- 
ment, interwoven them with civil institutions, and adapted them to 
political, international and municipal relations. 

Royal Arch Masonry, for the last year, has been rapidly advancing 
in the United States. Thousands have been led, by a path they had 
not known, to that summit of Masonic knowledge — that fountain of 
Masonic light which crowns our Royal attainments, and is the ultima- 
tum of the good man’s aspirations in our divine Art. Whether it 
should be to us a matter of congratulation that so many aspirants haw 
in the last year attained to the pure sources of Masonic light, depends 
much upon the specimens of their skill whioh they may hereafter bring 
up for inspection — the value they may set upon those moral beauties 
which have been unfolded to them. It is not to be expected that all 
have been admitted to drink at the pure fountains of masonic truth 
who are worthy to participate in the rich rewards, or that all who have 
been conducted to these pure waters are worthy, and capable of appre- 
ciating their moral excellencies. Apprehensions may be well enter 
tained that, in receiving work from so vast a number of workmen, 
specimens may have been received which will not bear the test of the 
Grand Overseer’s Square, and which had better have remained in the 
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quarries than to have been brought into the Temple, to be thrown over 
among the rubbish ; — a moral superstructure like ours cannot be per- 
fect unless every part is composea of perfect and well-tried materials. 

The value and beauty of Masonry does not consist in the close ob- 
servance of its rituals and ceremonies, so much as it does in the appre- 
ciation and observance of the moral precepts it inculcates, ana the 
faithful discharge of those moral obligations which it imposes upon its 
members. It is the sincere observance and faithful discharge of these, 
on the part of the votaries of Masonry, that entitles it to the high 
position it claims as an Institution ; and when these are not the legiti- 
mate fruits of its labors, it foils in its original design, and deserves to 
be ranked as an empty and useless mockery among those who have 
never been admitted to the secret of its sublime mysteries. When 
Morality ceases be the guiding-star, and Truth the beacon-light of 
Masonry, it must cvose to exert a harmonizing influence upon the crude 
dements which compose the sum of society — its office as a benefactor 
among human institutions then ceases; — when it is preserved for its 
rites and ceremonies only, it ceases to be Masonry, and becomes mere 
idle mummery. 

If there ever was a time when danger to our Institution might be 
apprehended from the introduction of unworthy strangers among the 
workmen, may not such apprehensions be at this time well entertained ? 
This is an age when secret institutions meet with the sanction of popu- 
lar favor, and when many laudable enterprizes, in imitation of ours, 
have assumed that peculiar characteristic. Among these, Masonry still 
tads as “ a tall cedar of Lebanon among the trees of the forest,” and 
presents, from its honorable position among human institutions, many 
inducements to unworthy, insincere, and immoral aspirants to worldly 
hon ora, to avail themselves of its influences, as auxiliaries in the at- 
trimnent of the objects of their ambition, without cherishing its moral 
precepts, or properly estimating its moral truths. It is not when the 
dark clouds of popular prejudice gather around our Temple, and the 
KghtaingB of superstition play around its pinnacle, nor when the storms 
of persecution beat against its strong battlements of truth, and its 
jewels and holy vessels are concealed by the mists of ignorance, that 
the unworthy and insincere seek its shelter ; but when the morning of 
reason has dawned, and the sunlight of truth has dispelled these clouds 
end storms, displaying the rare jewels and beautiful gems of our Tem- 
ple, that we may expect the unworthy and designing worldling to knock 
et our outer entrance, and demand admission, impatient to avail him- 
self of the influence of its honors. Hence, since the motives of the 
•spirant to Masonic honors may become the subject of our just suspi- 
^°n, it is well to strengthen the guards at our threshold and increase 
the sentinels at the vales of our sanctum — it is well to allow none to 
P ene trate to its sacred mysteries, but such as have, by indubitable tests 
°f their intentions, and by exhibitions of their skill as workmen, prov- 
themselves to be good men and true. Too much care cannot be 
°heerved in this respect There is a possibility of our edifice, with its 

18 — vol. in. no. vi. 
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towers of moral strength, and pillars of wisdom and beauty, falling 
into ruin, from a neglect to guard well the outer door ; there is a pos- 
sibility of a confusion of tongues, from the introduction of too many 
strangers — that some might be admitted who could not comprehend 
our symbolic language, and would “bring a brick where a stone was 
asked for such a disaster would prostrate our superstructure in ruin, 
overwhelmed with its own rubbish. 

The last year has been a prosperous one for Royal Arch Masonry in 
our own Grand Jurisdiction, with the exception of one incident, and 
the evils resulting from it, to which I will, m due time, more particu- 
larly allude. 

On the eleventh day of February, in company with M. E. B. S. 
Cheeny, Grand Secretary, I visited the city of Detroit, and duly con- 
stituted Peninsular Chapter No. 16, and installed its officers. I re- 
mained a day or two with this new Chapter, participating in its first 
work, upon which it commenced with such energy, alacrity and skill, 
as to promise great usefulness in the dissemination of the benefits of 
our Royal Craft. I then proceeded with M. E. Companion Cheeny, 
to the city of Flint, where 1 duly constituted Washington Chapter No. 
15, and installed its officers, on the 13th day of February. This netf 
Chapter is likewise one of much promise. Having experienced and 
faithful workmen to guide its labors, and a harmonious and enlightened 
Companionhood to support it, it cannot foil to become a conspicuous 
and honorable addition to our Jurisdiction. The assiduity of the offi- 
cers and members of these two young Chapters, their skill and expe- 
rience in the secret mysteries of our Art, the auspicious commencement 
of their labors under their respective charters, point them out as corner 
stones, well plumbed, squared and leveled, ana truly laid with Masonic 
skill and exactitude ; upon them hope may well rear lofty superstruc- 
tures — lasting monuments, alike honorable to the wisdom which de- 
signed and the industry which erected them. 

During the last Masonic year, I granted three dispensations for 
opening three new Chapters, upon such petitions, recommendations, 
and certificates as are required by the provisions of the Constitution- 
one in the month of March, for a Chapter in the village of Romeo, to 
be called Romeo Chapter ; one in the month of June, for a Chapter 
in the village of Hillsdale, to be called Excelsior Chapter ; and one 
in the monUi of October, for a Chapter in the village of Battle Creek, 
to be called Battle Creek Chapter. The petitions and vouchers upon 
which these dispensations were severally granted, together with the 
dispensations, will be submitted for your approval, or for such other 
direction as in your wisdom you may deem most expedient.” 

The standing Committees were as follows : 

On Dispensations : J. E. Johnson, 

C. K. Williams, 

Allyn Weston. 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



THE ASHLAR. 


275 


On Accounts: Comps. Innis, 

Doughty, 

Payne. 

On Foreign Correspondence: Grand Secretary, 

T. H. Lyon, 

H. S. Roberts. 

On Returns of Subordinates : Comps. Clancy, 

Foote, 

Brownell. 

Charters were granted as follows : To Romeo Chapter No. 17, at 
Borneo ; to Excelsior Chapter No. 18, at Hillsdale ; to Battle Creek 
Chapter No. 19, at Battle Creek. 

A Committee, consisting of Companions Michael Shoemaker, P. G. 
H. P., J. Adams Allen, and J. E. Johnson, to whom was referred a 
large portion of the M. E. High Priest’s address, made a lengthy and 
able report, showing a vast amount of labor in the compilation of au- 
thorities bearing on the questions presented. We cannot now give 
even an extract from this document, but shall lay a portion of it before 
our readers when space shall permitt It was accompanied by resolu- 
tions, which we shall give in their order, with the vote by which they 
were adopted : 

APPROVAL OP M. B. S. O. COPPINBXRRY’s ACTION. 

Resolved , That this Grand Chapter approves the course of our M. 
E. G. H. Priest, Comp. Coffinbernr, in the matter of Peninsular Chap- 
ter, and that we tender him the thanks of this Grand Chapter for the 
firm and able manner in which he sustained its privileges and main- 
tained its dignity. 

This was adopted, without a count, by a large majority. 

POWERS OP THE 0. 0. CHAPTER. 

Resolved , That this Grand Chapter views with distrust any conces- 
sion to the General Grand Chapter of powers greater than that G. G. 
body claims for itself, or will exercise, and recognizes its own declara- 
tions, repeatedly and deliberately made, “ that the G. G. R. A. Chap- 
ter derives all its powers hy grant and delegation from the respective 
Grand R. A. Chapters,” as the limit and extent of its powers, and that 
the G. G. Chapter can exercise no power or control over the subordi- 
nates of this State Grand Chapter. 

This was adopted as follows : Ayes, 49 ; nays, 26. 

POWERS OP THE GENERAL G. H. PRIEST. 

Resolved , That the General Grand High Priest has no greater pow- 
ers or authority than the Grand body over which he presides, ana no 
powers but such as are expressly granted by the Constitution of the 
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General G. R. A. Chapter ; and that he has no power to suspend a 
subordinate Chapter, or in any manner interfere between a Grand 
Chapter and its subordinates. 

' Adopted by ayes, 47 — noes, 27. 

ACTION or M. B. CHAS. OILMAN IN THE MATTER Of PKNIN8TJLAB 
CHAPTER. 

Resolved , That the action of M. E. Comp. Chas. Gilman, General 
Grand High Priest of the General Grand R. A. Chapter of the U. 8. 
A., in receiving a complaint from one subordinate Chapter, and in 
declaring another irregular and its acts void, both being within this 
jurisdiction, was an unconstitutional and unmasonio attempt to usurp 
authority in direct contravention of the Constitution and edicts of 
the General Grand R. A. Chapter, from which alone he can derive 
authority. 

Adopted by ayes, 50 — nays, 25. 

WITHDRAWAL FROM THE GEN. G. CHAPTER OF THE U. 8. 

Resolved , That a select Committee of three be appointed to con- 
sider and mature a plan for an entire withdrawal of this Grand Chap- 
ter from the Gen. G. R. A. Chapter of the U. S. A., and to suggest 
any change which may be necessary in our Constitution and forms, 
with instructions to correspond with the Grand Chapters of other 
States, now members of the Gen. G. Chapter, as to the expediency of 
abolishing the General Grand Chapter, and report to this Grand Chap- 
ter at its next annual convocation. 

Adopted. Ayes, 43— nays, 31. 

Thus it will be seen that the Grand Chapter of Michigan, by a very 
large majority, sustained the action of its Grand High Priest, in resist- 
ing the encroachments of M. E. Chas. Gilman, General G. H. Priest, 
and condemned in strong and emphatic language the usurpation of the 
latter functionary. By this step the Grand body maintains its rights 
and dignity before the world, and has set an example which will he 
followed by other Grand Chapters. The attempts of M. E. Chas. Gil- 
man to crush out of existence Peninsular Chapter, were fruitless, and 
have called forth a vindication of rights, in a manner so emphatic and 
decisive, that the G. G. H. P. will realize that no usurpation of power 
on his part will, for an instant, be submitted to. M. E. Chas. Gilman 
was in the city of Detroit during the session of the Grand Chapter, 
and by a vote of that body was invited to communicate in writing his 
views on the questions connected with Peninsular Chapter. He did 
not see fit to make any communication, and was present in the Grand 
Chapter but a short time on Tuesday. 
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A Committee on the cfonstitutions of the Q. 6. R. A. Chapter of the 
TJ. 8. and the Grand Chapter, made a lengthy report, showing that 
there was no conflict between the two instruments, but advised, in 
order to conciliate those who differed from them, that the clause re- 
specting the recommendation of petitions for new Chapters, be changed 
so as to require the recommendation of the nearest Chapter. 

The Mowing officers were elected for the ensuing year : 


S. C. CoiFINBEBRY, .... 

. . . . Constantine, . . . . 

.G. H. P. 

Frederick Hall, 

. . . . Ionia, 

.D.G. H.P. 

F. French, 

. . .Hillsdale, 

.G. K. 

C. K. Williams, 

Flint, 

.g. a 

R. 8. Cheney, 

• . . .Jackson, 

.G. Sec. 

W. H. McOmber, 

. . . . Niles, 

. .G. T. 

Rev. D. C. Jacokes, . . . 

.... Wyandotte, .... 

;.g. c. 

John Clancy, 

.... Grand Rapids, . . 

. . C. H. 

T. C. Brownell 

.... Kalamazoo, .... 

. li. A. C. 

8. Blanchard, 

. . . . Tecumseh, 

. .V. and L. 


The ballot for High Priest stood — for M. E. Salathiel C. Coffinberry 
fifty to twenty for all others. Thus was that excellent and fearless 
officer sustained in the faithful discharge of his arduous and trying 
duties. 

The subject of recognizing the new Grand Chapter in Canada was 
referred to a Committee of three, to report at the next annual convo- 
cation. 


MAHOMET LODGE No. 220. 


Mahombt, III., Dec. 10, A.D. 1857. 

Bro. A. Weston: 

Drab Sir — As I have an idle moment, I will give you some 
statistics of our Lodge. 

Mahomet Lodge No. 220 was chartered at the Sixteenth Grand An- 
nual Communication of the M. W. Gr. Lodge of the State of Illinois, 
October, A. D. 1856, having worked six months U. D. We have at 
present twenty-nine members, M. M.’s ; one E. A. Our meetings are 
held the Monday of or before the full month in each month. Our 
officers for the ensuing year are— 


Bro. Robt. H. Brown, W. M. 

44 Wilry Davis, S. W. 

44 Alan8on Ltjckib, J. W. 
44 Wm. Stewart, S. D. 

44 Jrssr W. Pancake, J. D. 

Bro. Charles 


Iro. Thro. M. Brown, Treas. 

44 P. M. Parks, P. M., 8ec. 
44 W. R. Combs, Chaplain. 

44 Saml. Houston, Steward. 
44 David A. Brenton, 44 
eny, Tyler. 

H 
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THE OLD HAN DREAMS.* 

«a #. wTnatwfs. 

0 for one hour of youthful joy ! 

Give back my twentieth Spring! 

I*d rather laugh a bright-haired boy 
Than reign a gray-haired king ! 

Off with the wrinkled spoilt of age! 

Away with learning's crown 1 
Tear out life's wisdom-written page, 

And dash its trophies down! 

One moment let my life-blood stream 
From boyhood's fount of flame ! 

Give me one giddy, reeling dream 
Of life all love and fame ! 

— My listening angel heard the prayer. 

And calmly smiling, said, 

"If I but touch thy silvered hair, 

Thy hasty wish has sped. 

"But is there nothing in thy track. 

To bid thee fondly star, 

While the swift seasons hurry back 
To find the wished for day ? " 

— Ah, truest soul of womankind! 

Without thee what were life? 

One bliss I cannot leave behind : 

I'll take — my — precious — wife. 

— The angel took a sapphire pen 
And wrote in rainbow dew ; 

" The man would be a boy again. 

And be a husband too ! ” 

— "And is there nothing yet unsaid 
Before the change appears? 

Remember, all their gifts have fled 
With those dissolving years ! " 

Why, yea; for memory would recall 
My fond paternal joys : 

1 could not bear to leave them all; 

I'll take — my — girl — and — boys! 

The smiling angel dropped his pen, 

" Why this will never do : 

The man would be boy again, 

And be a father too ! " 

And so I laughed — my laughter woke 
The household with its noise — 

And wrote my dream, when morning broke, 
To please tne gray-haired boys. 


• From tbs Atlantic Monthly for January. 
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OFFICERS OF LODGES. 

Laoon, III., Dec. 24, 1857. 

Dkab Friend amd Comp. Weston : 

The members of Lacon Lodge No. 61 met at their Hall on Monday 
evening, Deo. 14th, to elect officers for the ensuing year, when the 
following were elected : 

Samuel Patrick, W.M. A. M. Gibbons, Sec. 

J. H. Rkkdxb, S.W. Hbnry Stinrr, Treas. 

Chas. H. Madely, J.W. D. C. Wallace, Steward. 

G. H. Grebnlbae, S. D. 0. J. Cutler, “ 

John Trkan, J. D. W. S. Walker, Tyler. 

After the election of officers, Lodge adjourned until Monday even- 
ing, Dec. 21st, for the purpose of installing the officers, it having been 
previously arranged for a public installation. Accordingly, last Mon- 
day evening the Brethren assembled, with their wives, and those who 
bad none, with their sweet-hearts , in the Hall, when the Lacon iEolians 
entertained us with their excellent music, after which Bro. Wm. Fenn, 
Past Master, proceeded to install the officers, which was done after his 
usual happy manner of doing things. Bro. John Kelsey, our vener- 
able host, now informed us he was ready to entertain us at the Mar- 
shall House, where we sat down to one of the most sumptuous suppers 
it has been our lot to take a part in for some time. There we had 
speeches, toasts, etc. etc., and everything passed off pleasantly and 
harmoniously ; and we went to our respective homes with light hearts, 
and feeling that Masonry was indeed progressing with us quite beyond 
our expectations a year since. 

Our Lodge numbers nearly 70 members. 

Truly and Fraternally, G. H. GREENLEAF. 


Language, Universal. — Freemasons boast, with truth, that they 
possess an universal language, which men of all languages can under- 
stand. “ An universal language,” says Mr. Locke, “ has been much 
desired by the learned of many ages. It is a thing rather to be wished 
than hoped for. But it stems the Mason? pretend to have such a 
thing among them.” We who possess that language, can estimate its 
value, for we know that its eloquent tones have often won sympathy 
from the most unfeeling, and converted the indifferent stranger into the 
faithful brother . — Masonic Lexicon. 
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Providence, R. I., Jan. 9th, 1858. 

Allyn Weston, Esq. 

Dear Sir and Bro . : — At the annual convocation of Provideoce 
Council of Royal and Select Masters, held at Masons’ Hall, Provi- 
dence, January 8th, 1858, Anno Deposit 2858, the following Com- 
panions were duly elected to the offices set against their names, vis.: 


Comp. Edwin Howland . . . 

Samuel Lewis 

Jerome B. Borden . . 

Joseph Belcher 

William C. Barker. . 
Joseph A. D. Joslin 
Gardner T. Swarts. . 
Ebenezer B. White . 


.T. Illustrious Master. 
Illustrious Master. 

. Lauriat. 

M. of E. 

.Recorder. 

M. of Guard. 

Sentinel 

Guard. 


The following resolutions were offered, and unanimously adopted, 
viz. : 

Revoked , That the thanks of Providence Council of Royal and 
Select Masters, are due and are hereby tendered to our worthy and 
beloved Past Thrice Illustrious Master, James Salsbury, for his long, 
arduous and valuable service, as its presiding officer, for about one 
half of the time of its existence, (which is near forty years, the Coun* 
cil having been established in 1819,) and services in other stations 
nearly an the rest of the time ; with strong hopes that his life may be 
spared many years to come, that he may enlighten and instruct, as 
heretofore, his less informed Brethren. 

Resolved , That the thanks of this Council are due, and are hereby 
tendered to our venerable, worthy, and beloved Companion, Jason Wil- 
liams, for his f&ithftil and valuable services heretofore rendered for a 
long series of years, in the important and responsible station of Master 
of Exchequer. 

The officers or St Johns Lodge No. 2, are : 

W. Bro. Jerome B. Borden, Master. 

“ John P. Walker, S. W. 

“ George Amsden, J. W. 

“ Gardner T. Swarts, Treasurer. 

W. Bro. William C. Barker, Secretary. 

“ Thomas A. Doyle, S. D. 

“ Horace H. Snow, J. D. 

“ James H. Field, S. S. 

“ William S. Johnson, J. S. 

“ Aldridge B. Gardner, Marshal. 

“ Samuel B. Swan, Organist 

“ Ebenezer B. White, Tyler. 

J. B. B. 
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MASONIC ITEMS. 

The Grand Lodge of the State of New York, on Dec. 26th, 
dedicated the monument erected in honor of Bro. Gen. Worth. The 
attendance was large and the display imposing. Bro. Hyneman, of 
the Mirror and Keystone, says : 

“ Tradition informs us that a certain distinguished personage lost 
his life, near the completion of Solomon’s Temple, and was there 
buried. Oar late lamented Brother Major General William J. Worth, 

was firstly buried in Texas ; secondly , by the , on the mount at 

Greenwood ; and thirdly , by the Masonic Fraternity of New York, 
placed in the beautiful monument raised to commemorate his exploits 
and his virtues, on the 25th December last.” 

D^* St. John’s Lodge, N. Y. City, oelebrated its Centennial An- 
niversary on the 7th of December last. The order of exercises was 
as follows : The Lodge was opened in the M. M. degree, at 7 p.m. 
Opening Prayer, by R. W. and Rev. Bro. R. L. Schoonmaker, Grand 
Chaplain. Ode, written for the occasion by W. Bro. James B. Taylor 
and set to music by Bro. Wm. Vincent Wallace. Historical Sketch 
of die Lodge — from its organization, during the period of the revolu- 
tionary war, the war of 1812, the Morgan excitement, etc. Ode- 
written for the occasion by R. W. Bro. F. G. Tisdall, Master of St. 
John’s Lodge, and set to music by Bro. H. C. Watson. Oration — by 
the M. W. Bro. W. H. Milnor, Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge 
of New York. Ode — written for the occasion by W. Bro. the Hon. 
Giles F. Yates, 8. G. I. G. 83d ; music by Bro. H. C. Watson. Ben- 
ediction — by R. W. and Rev. Bro. John Gray, Grand Chaplain. 

(EF** At the annual communication of Master Lodge No. 5, (Alba- 
ny, N. Y.) held on the 14th inst., the following officers were chosen 
for the ensuing year, viz. : 

Edmund L. Judson, W.M. William B. Gourlay, S. D. 

Frank Chamberlain, S. W. Emory Wendell, J. D. 

Jefferson Peterman, J. W. Richard L. Vandenburgh, Stew. 

Cornelius Glen, Secretary. Isaac H. Vrooman, “ 

Joseph Fellows, Treasurer. Robert H. Waterman, Marshal. 

R. E. Churchill was unanimously re-elected Worshipful Master, but 
declined the office. 
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Grand Lodge or Penn. — The following is a list of the Grand Offi- 
cers for the ensiling year : John K. Mitchell, M.D., R. W. G. Mas- 
ter ; Hon. Henry M. Phillips, R. W. Dep. G. M. ; John Thompson, 
R. W. Sen. G. Warden ; David C. Skerrett, R.W. Jun. G. Warden ; 
Peter Williamson, R. W. G. Treasurer ; Wm. H. Adams, R. W. G. 
Secretary. 

South Carolina. — Officers of the Grand Lodge of South Carolina 
for the ensuing year, are : Bro. Henry Buist, Grand Master ; Bio. R 
Bush Campbell, D. Grand Master ; Bro. A. Ramsey, Senior Grand 
Warden ; Rev. Bro. Benj. Johnston, G. Chaplain ; Bro. John H. 
Honour, Grand Treasurer ; Bro. Albert G. Mackey, M. D., Grand 
Secretary. 

Grand Counoil or Ohio. — This body met at Massillon on the 15th 
of October last, Comp. John M. Barrere, Th. 111. Grand Puissant. 
Delegates were present from twenty-nine subordinate Councils. John 
M. Parks was elected Grand Puissant for the ensuing year, and John 
D. Caldwell, Grand Recorder. The proceedings possess only a local 
interest, but give evidence that the R. and S. Masters of Ohio are 
flourishing. 

CT- A Grand Lodge has been organized at Constantinople for the 
Turkish Empire, of which Bro. Charles Goolden is Grand Master. 
This is a good sign of the times, and will be followed by others not 
less propitious. 

Officers of Wm. B. Warren Lodge, Chicago. — Andrew Mason, 
W. M. ; George L. Sullivan, S. W. ; Joseph Kellogg, J. W.; J 
Hughs, Treasurer ; H. Danks, Secretary ; Chester H. Shattock, 3. 
D. ; Eli Payne, J. D. ; E. J. Higgins, Tjler. 

Knight Templars in Ohio. — At a communication of the Grand 
Encampment of Ohio, held at Massillon on the 19th of October last, 
a resolution reported by Sir K’ts W. B. Thrall, Kent Jarvis, and H. 

« M. Stokes, declared as terminated the connection between the Grand 
Encampment of Ohio and that of the United States. The resolution 
was adopted. At a subsequent meeting held on the 9th of December, 
the resolution was rescinded. 
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SUSPENDED. 


A. Wrston, Esq. : 

Dear Sir and Bro . : — At a regular communication of Austin 
Lodge No. 48, Bro. E. Darwin Parshall was suspended for one year, 
from all the rights and benefits of Masonry, for unmasonic conduct, 
and ordered published in the Ashlar. 

Fraternally yours, D. A. WRIGRT, W. M. 

Austin, Dee . 29th, A. L. 5857. 


EXPELLED. 


Bro. A. Weston: 

Drab Sib — At a regular communication of Phoenix Lodge No. 
13 v (Mich.) held Dec. 1st, 1857, M. C. Colb was expelled from all 
the rights and benefits of Masonry, and the Secretary directed to pub- 
lish him as far as the rules of Masonry would permit. 

Fraternally yours, M. A. PARKS, Sec. 

The above deserves more than a passing notice, from the fact that 
the individual has shown himself capable of prostituting the Institution 
of Masonry to unworthy purposes, and undoubtedly will make it the 
medium of perpetrating still further villanies. He is a person about 
twenty-five years of age, of unusually good address, well calculated to 
make friends, and is tolerably well informed in Masonry. Since leav- 
ing Yperilanti, he has obtained goods and money of Brethren in Detroit, 
amounting to several hundred dollars, on the strength of Masonry. 
He is supposed to have gone West, as officers traced him as for as 
Chicago. Brethren should be on their guard against him. 


MARRIAGES. 


At Detroit, on Thursday evening, Dec. 24th, by Rev. Mr. Mum- 
ford, Bro. Samuel Adams, and Miss Mary Jane Sutton, daughter 
of Bro. James W. Sutton, all of Detroit. 

At Ypsilanti, on Nov. 11th, 1857, by Rev. John A. Wilson, Bro. 
John Gilbert, Jr., and Miss Harriet D. Hbartt. Bro. Gilbert is at 
the head of the Grand Encampment of Michigan. 

On the 5th of January, 1858, by Rev. A. G. Martin, Bro. P. J. 
Chri8leb, and Miss Sarah M. Pulver, all of Three Rivers, Mich. 

In Abington, Mass., by Rev. Yaraum Lincoln, on Monday morning, 
Nov. 2nd, 1857, Bro. Jasper L. Douthit, of Shelbyville, HL, and 
Miss Emily Lovell, of East Abington, Mass. 
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DEATHS. 

In Wayne, on Tuesday, Dec. 29th, 1857, William L. Snyder, 
youngest son of Brother John Snyder, aged six months and fifteen 
days. 

On Wednesday morning, December 30th, 1857, at their residence 
in Franklin Grove, Lee county, HI, Carrie Louise, only daughter of 
Mary J. and A. R. Whitney ; age, two years, three months and nine 
days. 

From the Olney Times we learn that Bro. Elisha B. Pace, died 
on the 29th of Nov., 1857, aged thirty-five years. He was initiated, 
passed, and raised to Sublime Degree of Master Mason, in HarrisvOle 
Lodge No. — , of the State of Ohio, in the year 1846. He received 
the Chapter Degrees in Vincennes Chapter No. 1, of the State of 
Indiana. He emigrated to the State of Illinois in 1852. He was a 
Charter member of Olney Lodge No. 140, of the State of Illinois, 
was its first Worshipful Master, and continued, with the exception of 
one term, to serve the Lodge in that capacity until his death. As a 
citizen, he was upright and just As a Christian, he was exemplary, 
adorning the profession he made. As a Mason, he always acted upon 
the square. His zeal for the Order knew no abatement, and his 
efforts to promote its welfare ceased only with his life. He was 
respected by all who knew him, and beloved the most by those who 
knew him best. He died lamented by the community, the church, and 
the Masonic Fraternity. Appropriate resolutions were adopted by his 
Xodge. 


' At a regular meeting of Cleveland Lodge No. 211, A. F. and A. 
Masons, held at their Hall in West Chicago, on Thursday evening, 
January 7, A. L. 5858, A. D. 1858, the following preamble and reso- 
lutions were unanimously adopted* and ordered published : 

Whereas it has pleased the Almighty Ruler of the Universe in his 
goodness and mercy to remove from among us, after a long and painful 
illness, in the midst of his years of usefulness to his family, his country 
and Lodge, our worthy Brother James B. McGinnis ; and, whereas, 
although gone from among us, he is not forgotten ; those with whom he 
associated will ever remember his kind and pleasant manner ; and we 
will think of him and cherish his name when the world will have for- 


K tten him ; and when in council for the welfare of those who yet live, 
will he remembered by us, and cherished as one who set an example 
worthy of being followed. Therefore, 

Resolved, That in the death of our beloved Brother McGinnis, the 
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Kternity has lost a worthy member, the wife a kind and tender hus- 
ad, the family a loving and affectionate father, and the community 
l upright and good citizen, one who regulated his life by the plumb 
m of justice, and squared his actions by the square of virtue ; and 
k hope and trust that he is now in the Grand Lodge above, where 
wt S u p reme Architect presides. 

Resolved, That this Lodge tender to the afflicted family of Brother 
■cOinnis their sincere sympathy in this dispensation of Providence, 
rusting and believing that their and our loss is his gain. 

Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing preamble and resolutions be 
transmitted to the family of the deceased. 

J. B. STANSELL, Sac. 


At a regular communication of Vitruvious Lodge No. 81, of Free 
and Accepted Masons, held at Wheeling, Cook county, Illinois, on the 
evening of the 26th day of December, A. D. 1857, A. L. 5857, the 
following preamble and resolutions were unanimously adopted : 

Whereas, It having pleased the Supreme Architect of the Universe 
to remove, by death, from the cares and trials of this transitory exist- 
ence, our esteemed and worthy Brother, Joseph Filkins ; and while 
we drop the sympathizing tear over the grave of the departed, let ns 
cast around his foibles, whatever they may have been, “ the broad 
mantle of Masonic Charity nor can we withhold from his memory 
the commendation that his virtues claim at our hands. Therefore, 

Resolved, That in the decease of Brother Filkins the community 
has lost a useful citizen, society an esteemed and respected member, 
his family a fond and faithful friend and father, his wife a fond and 
affectionate husband, and this Lodge a beloved and active member. 

Resolved, That we tender to the family of the deceased our sincere 
condolence at this irreparable loss, and while we sympathize with them 
in this dispensation of our Divine Master, may it serve to strengthen 
the ties of brotherly love in those of us who survive him, and lead us 
so to live that when the last sound of the gavel shall call us from earth, 
we may gun admittance into that Celestid Lodge where, with our de- 
ceased Brother, we may forever cease from our labors. 

Resolved, That, as a token of our sympathy and heartfelt grief, this 
Lodge adopt the customary symbols of mourning, and that we each 
wear the usual badge for thirty days, remembering, though dead, his 
memory shall be cherished with us to the close of life. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of this Lodge transcribe these resolu- 
tions in the minutes of our books, and furaisn a copy to his bereaved 
family, also to the “ Freemasons’ Monthly Magazine,” “Masonic 
Mirror,” 44 Ashlar,” and the “Times” and “ Journal” newspapers of 
the city of Chicago, and respectfully request the publication of the 


Attsst : 

Johv Rothschild, Sec. 


MILO WINCHELL, W. M. 
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EDITOR’S TABLE. 


Vol8. I and II of the Abhlab. — We have obtained a few com- 
plete sets of Vols. I and II of The Ashlar, which we will furnish to 
subscribers at three dollars per volume . 

Nos. 4 and 6 of Vol. I. — We wish to obtain a few copies of 
Nos* 4 and 6 of Yol. I, to complete sets. Any Brother having the 
same to spare, will confer a favor by informing us of the fact. 

We have received a notice that a Bro. is “ under charges ” in 
a certain Lodge, and have been requested to caution the Fraternity 
against him. We do not feel at liberty to give the name of a party 
under such circumstances, unless we stated facts on our own knowledge. 
We should soon find ourselves in difficulty by so doing. We must 
therefore decline to publish the notice. 

To Correspondents. — We must again remind correspondents that 
in these hard times we are obliged to spend much time in travel- 
ling, and cannot therefore punctually answer communications. This is, 
and must be for a few weeks, our excuse for any delay. 

KF*’ We regret to announce the death of Bro. Geo. Davis, of Chi- 
cago. An obituary notice will appear in our next number. 

Officers of the Grand Commandery of Michigan. — Installed 
at the term for January, 1858 : 

Sir Knight John Gilbert, Detroit, R E. Grand Commander ; 

44 “ E. D. Cone, Hillsdale, V. E. Grand Commander; 

“ 44 Wm. P. Innes, Grand Bapids, E. Grand Generalissimo ; 

44 44 Jas. Darrah, Monroe, E. Grand Capt General ; 

44 “ D. C. Jacokes, Pontiac, E. Grand Prelate ; 

44 44 L. R Atwater, Grand Bapids, E. Grand Sen. Warden; 

4 4 4 4 G. W. Willson, Lyons, E. Grand Jun. Warden ; 

44 44 Wm. Barcley, Detroit, E. Grand Treasurer ; 

44 44 Thos. Anderson, Detroit, E. Grand Recorder ; 

“ 44 Franklin French, Monroe, E. Grand Sword Bearer ; 

“ “ C. D. Howard,, Detroit, E. Grand Capt Guard. 


Digitized by v^ooQie 



Digitized by 



MORRISON & CONKLIN, 

BULBS Df nn 

vHeus, sin jivilby, sunn van, 

SILVER SPOONS, FORES, ETO. 

Particular attention paid to repairing Watches and Jewelry. Masonic and Knight Tem- 
plar Jewels manulfcctared to order. 

No. 186 JEFFERSON AVENUE, DETROIT. 


FRANKLIN OBOVB 3 SI UK SEBY. 

A. rT^WhTtNEY, 

CULTIVATOR AND DIALXR IN 

FRUIT & ORNAMENTAL TREES 

ROSES, DAHLIAS, HEDGE PLANTS, ETC. 

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL. 

FRANKLIN GROVE, .... LEE COUNTY, ILL. 


J. W. TILLMAN, 

Wholes*]* *od Retail De*l*r ia 

FTTIRIISri TUR 

Chain, Looking Glosses, 

Willow Ware, Hair Seating, Plush, Uphol- 
stery, Mattresses, Cabinet Makers’ Hardware, 
Mahogany, Tarnish, Refrigerators, Shower- 
Baths, &e. 

The Trade supplied at a liberal discount. 

144 Jefferson Avenue, Detroit i 


STARING A KAISER, 

(succkmok* or a. r. KDroMAM * oo.) 

Wholesale and Rttail Dulses in 

YOKEIGN k DOMESTIC MANGY GOODS, 

Clocks , Watches , Gold Jewelry, 
Combs, Brushes, Pins, Needles, Hooks and 
Eves, Buttons, Thread, Silk, Twist, Guns, 
Pistols, Cutleiy, Accord eons, Violins, and a 
general assortment of Yankee Notions, 

No. 14T Jefferson Avenue, 
Detroit, Mich. 

J. B. STAKING. TSnS A. KAIBKK. 


MICHIGAN WIRE WORKS, 

Opposite the Russell House, Woodward Ave- 
nue, Detroit. 

SAMUEL ADAM 8 , 

MANUTACTUKB OF 

PLAIN & ORNAMENTAL WIRE WORK, 

Brass and Iron Wire Cloth, up to No. 70 
Mesh, Screens for Flooring ana Fan Mills, 
Sand and Coal Screens, Window Guards, 
Wood and Tin Bird Cages, Fire Fenders, Rid- 
dles, Selves and Safes, of all kinds. Lever 
8pring Rat Traps, Annealed and Bright Iron 
Wire, Wholesale and Retail. rsns 


RICHMONDS A BACKUS, 

BOOKSELLERS, 

Staters aid §0flhbters, 

DK8N0YBS’ BLOCK, 

Corner of Jefferson Avenue and Bates BL 
nearly opposite State Bank, 

Lodges supplied with Records, Monitors, Ac. 
Detroit, - - - Mick. vtuS 


EDMUNDS, NORTE & OO. 

DMlm to *11 kind, rf Suuaed 

Itumbett, §ri[88i{d 

SIDING AND CEILING, 

Barn Boards, Shingles, Lath, Ao. 

OFFICE, 287 ATWATER ST. 

Detroit, Mich. net 


T. A J. HINOHM AN, 

WHOLKSALB DKALXRS IN 

DRY GROCERIES, 

Drags, Chemicals, 

Patent Medicines, Paints, Oils, Brashes, Win 
dow Glass, Glass Ware, Ao., Ac. 

DETROIT. ** 


NEW YORK H0U8E OF REFRESHMENTS 

Griswold Street, 

Opposite Free Press Office, Detroit. 

The above House has recently been tho- 
roughly renovated and now stands second to 
none in the city. Visitors will find this a 
neat and comfortable place wherein to pern 
away a leisure hour and listen to the band of 
music always In attendance. 

Imported Wines, Liquors and Cigars, Oys- 
ters, Ale and Lager Beer. 

▼3ns A. LANDSBERG, Proprietor. 


Digitized I: 


oyGoogle 





VOL III. CHICAGO AND DETROIT, MARCH, 1858. NO. VII. 

EXPULSION OF KNIGHTS TEMPLARS (Horace S. Rob- 
erts, Geo. B. Enswobth and Allyn Weston,) BELONGING 
TO PENINSULAR CHAPTER No. 16 .— UNWAR- 
RANTED EXERCISE OF POWER. 

We have now to record the last arbitrary act which the 
members of Monroe Chapter, who have opposed Peninsular 
Chapter , and who are members of Detroit Commandery, have 
been able to perform. A little brief authority was theirs, 
and they did not hesitate to exert it in the last extremity, 
after their opinions had been repeatedly overruled, and their 
efforts thwarted, by the Grand Chapter of ilichigan. * 

In order that the matter may be fully understood, we must 
give a brief history of Peninsular Chapter, even at the ex- 
pense of repeating what has been said in some former 
articles.* 

* 8ee articles In November, December and January numbers, which give a full history 
of Peninsular Chapter. 

19 — VOL. HI. NO. VII. 
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At the annual convocation of the Grand Chapter of Mich- 
igan, in January, 1855, a new constitution was reported by a 
committee chosen for that purpose the year previous. Each 
provision was taken up by itself and discussed freely. One 
article required that a petition to the Grand Chapter for a 
charter for a new Chapter, should be recommended “ by the 
Chapter nearest to the place where the new Chapter is to be 
formed, or by two other Chapters in this State” It was con- 
tended by some that this was in conflict with the constitution 
of the G. G. Chapter of the United States. After a thorough 
discussion of the matter, the Grand Chapter, by a large ma- 
jority, decided that there was no conflict, and adopted the 
clause. At the next annual convocation of the Grand Chap- 
ter, in January, 1856, Companions Horace S. Roberts, Allyn 
Weston, Geo. B. Ensworth, and six other Royal Arch Ma- 
sons, presented a petition for a new Chapter, to be located 
in the city of Detroit, to be called Peninsular Chapter. 
The petition was not recommended by Monroe Chapter of 
Detroit, (the nearest,) but “ by two other Chapters in the 
State.” The representatives of Monroe Chapter took the 
lead in fiercely opposing the granting of a charter for Penin- 
sular Chapter. The main ground relied on — the alleged 
conflict between the constitution of the G. C. and that of the 
G. G. C. — was again thoroughly and elaborately discussed. 
The Grand Chapter decided by a large majority to grant the 
charter. A motion was then made to reconsider, and the 
question was again elaborately argued, when the Grand Chap- 
ter again, by a decisive majority, sustained its action in 
granting the charter. 

A few weeks after the Grand Chapter adjourned, its Grand 
High Priest, M. E. Salathiel C. Coffinberry, assisted by the 
Grand Secretary and others, duly constituted Peninsular 
Chapter, and installed its officers. In May an edict was 
issued by M. E. Chas. Gilman, G. G. H. P. of the G. G. C. of 
the U. S., headed with the following words, “ To all whom 
it may concern , and to the M. E. Grand High Priest , and 
the other officers of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Mar 


Digitized by G oog le __ 



THE ASHLAR. 


291 


sons, for the State of Michigan in particular, greeting.” It 
then proceeded to say, “ Whereas information has been given 
and coltiplaint made to me, by Monroe Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons,” etc., respecting Peninsular Chapter; declared 
said Chapter irregular and its acts null and void, and ordered 
Horace S. Roberts, its High Priest, to discontinue its meet- 
ings. The first announcement that any complaint had been 
made to M. E. Chas. Gilman, or that he had entertained any 
complaint and acted upon it, was the serving of the edict on 
Comp. Roberts, and it was served on him five weeks before 
it was officially communicated to M. E. Salathiel C. Coffin- 
berry, G. H. P. of the Grand Chapter, and it was not offici- 
cially communicated to Comp. Coffinberry till after it had 
been sent to almost every Chapter in the State. Upon infor- 
mation from Comp. Roberts, that he had been served with 
such a document, the G. H. Priest issued a proclamation de- 
claring Peninsular Chapter regular and its acts valid, and 
commanding the Chapters in his Jurisdiction to respect it as 
such.* 

Peninsular Chapter continued to work, and was officially 
recognized as a regular Chapter by every Chapter in the 
State, but one (Lansing), which was deprived of its charter 
by the M. E. G. H. P. for disregarding his proclamation. 

About three or four weeks before the last meeting of the 
Grand Chapter, Horace S. Roberts,! Allyn Weston and Geo. 
B. Ensworth,! members of Detroit Commandery, received 
from the Recorder of that body, copies of resolutions pur- 
porting to be adopted in accordance with a communication 
from Sir Wm. B. Hubbard, M. E. Grand Master of K. Ts. of 

• We would refer our reader* to article* in previous number*, in which this matter is 
fully diecusaed, and also to the address of M. E. Salathiel 0. Coffinberry, part of which 
may be found in this number. 

t Sir Knight Robert* is Past Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Michigan, and 
ts Master of Union Lodge of Strict Observance. over which he has presided for several years: 
he is High Priest of Peninsular Chapter — has held different offices in the Commandery, ana 
was a member of the G. G. Encampment, and G. G. Chapter at their last sessions, when he 
gave evidence of decided Masonic ability. There is not a more deserving member of the 
Craft in Michigan. 

t Sir Knight Ensworth is Past Blaster of Union Lodge of Strict Observance, and Present 
Master of Ashlar Lodge. He has held various offices in the Chapter, and Detroit Command- 
ery, and was for several years Recorder of the latter body. He is one of the brightest 
and most intelligent Masons in the State, and has for years labored strenuously to pro- 
mote the interests of the Order. 
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the U. S., speaking of Peninsular Chapter as irregular and 
clandestine, and ordering the said Sir Kts. Roberts, Weston 
and Ensworth, to withdraw from said Chapter. The said 
Sir Knights having attended another meeting of Peninsular 
Chapter, were (with the exception of Sir Kt. Weston, who 
was out of town,) served with notice that resolutions had 
been adopted by the Commandery that they be summoned to 
show cause why they should not be expelled, etc. Sir Kts. 
Roberts and Ensworth appeared and asked to have the mat- 
ter postponed for three weeks, when they would answer in 
writing, which was granted. 

Thus matters stood at the time of the annual convocation 
of the Grand Chapter of Michigan, in last January. The 
attendance was large, and the questions in dispute respecting 
Peninsular Chapter were fully and elaborately discussed. 
The action of M. E. Chas. Gilman, G. G; H. P., was con- 
demned in the most emphatic language, and that of M. E. 
Salathiel C. Cofiinberry approved. We give the resolutions 
adopted : 

Resolved, That this Grand Chapter approves the course of our 
M. E. G. H. Priest , Comp . Coffinberry , in the matter of Peninsular 
Chapter , and that we tender him the thanks of this Grand Chapter 
for the firm and able manner in which he sustained its privileges and 
maintained its dignity . 

This was adopted without a count, by a large majority. 

Resolved , That the action op M. E. Comp. Chas. Gilman, 
General Grand High Priest of the General Grand R. A. Chap- 
ter OP THE U. S. A., IN RECEIVING A COMPLAINT FROM ONE SUBOR- 
DINATE Chapter, and in declaring another irregular and its 

ACTS VOID, BOTH BEING WITHIN THIS JURISDICTION, WAS AN UNCON- 
STITUTIONAL AND UNMASONIC ATTEMPT TO USURP AUTHORITY IN DIRECT 
CONTRAVENTION OF THE CONSTITUTION AND EDICTS OF THE GENERAL 

Grand R. A. Chapter, from wincn alone he can derive au- 
thority. 

Adopted by ayes, 50 — nays, 25. 

We are now prepared to give a history of the proceedings 
of Detroit Commandery, in reference to the matter under 
consideration. In order to place those proceedings in their 
true light, it is necessary for us to state that the Comman- 
dery comprises about eighty members, nearly all of whom 
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are members of Monroe Chapter . Those who are not 
members of that Chapter (excepting three or four) live in 
the country, and seldom attend the meetings of the Comman- 
dery. Those who control Monroe Chapter, also control De- 
troit Commandery. 

The following statements are made from the records of the 
Commandery : 

At a special communication held on the 5th of Nov., 1857, 
the following communication was read : 

Office of the Grand Master of Knights Templar 
in the United States, 

Columbus, Ohio, October 19 , 1857 . 

Sir N. P. Jacobs, E. Cr., Detroit, MicL : 

Drab Sib — Your letter** of the 28th ult. was duly received, 
and owing to the remarks at the close of your letter that other papers 
(report of proceedings under my warrant) would reach me in a few 
days, I laid aside your letter to wait their arrival, and thus to reply to 
all in one letter. They have not as yet come to hand, and I proceed 
now to reply to your inquiries. 

Under the decision of the Grand Encampment, at Boston, 1850, it 
would follow, as a necessary oonsequence, that any member of your 
Commandery who was expelled from a Chapter or Blue Lodge, was 
unworthy a seat as such ; and if connecting or associating with a Chap- 
ter, especially as a member thereof, which Chapter was pronounced by 
fee highest authority in Royal Arch Masonry to be clandestine or irreg- 
ular, and such Chapter, after such interdict and a knowledge thereof, 
still being held and continued in defiance of such authority, then it 
becomes the duty of your Commandery to see that none of your (or 
its) members are so living and acting with such clandestine or inter- 
dicted Chapter ; and if, after notice and fair hearing, the offending 
members are found guilty and will not withdraw therefrom, then their 
names should be stricken from the rolls of your Commandery ; and so 
remain unrecognized with knightly favor until they conform to the re- 
quirements of the Commandery, and make the amende honorable, as 
becomes all true and courteous Knights. 

I will reply to the proceedings under my warrant when the papers 
are officially before me. 

xours fraternally, W. B. HUBBARD, G. M. 

I send by this mail the printed copy you sent me. 

The above communication was referred to a committee con- 


• What this letter contained, we do not know. It doe* not appear by the record* that it 
was erer laid before the Commandery ; and we hare been unable to learn that its contents 
were ever common icatod to them. 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



294 


THE ASHLAR. 


sisting of Sir Kts. N. B. Carpenter, Chas. Jackson and S. B. 
Morse. 

At a special communication held Nov. 20th, 1857, the fol- 
lowing report was received and adopted : 

To the Eminent Grand Commander and Sir Knight* of Detroit 
Commandery : 

The undersigned, a committee to whom was referred a communi- 
cation from the ift. E. Gr. Master Wm. B. Hubbard, having had the 
same under consideration, beg leave to report : 

That whereas at the last session of the Grand Chapter of the State 
of Michigan, in this city assembled, a charter was issued to certain 
Royal Arch Masons, banded together and designated as “ Peninsular 
Chapter No. 16,” of R. A. Masons, and said body has proceeded to 
work as a Chapter of R. A. Masons, to confer degrees, etc. ; and 
whereas said Peninsular Chapter has been declared by the G. G. H. P. 
of the G. G. Chapter of the IJ. S. of America, to be an “ irregular 
assemblage of R. A. Masons, and that the charter or warrant under 
which they pretend to act, is null and void, and all their acts of no 
account in Freemasonry ;” and whereas, in spite of said interdict, to 
said pretended Chapter legally communicated, and in opposition to the 
lawful authority of said General Grand H. P., the members composing 
said “ irregular assemblage” have persisted in their unlawful work, 
thus bringing into contempt the commands of the G. G. H. P., and 
scandal upon the name of Royal Arch Masonry, and violating their 
solemn obligations : Therefore, be it hereby 

Resolved , by this Commandery, That, fully recognizing the author- 
ity in Royal Arch Masonry of the Grand Chapter of the United States, 
and in obedience to the mandate of the very Eminent Grand Master 
W. B. Hubbard, we do not recognize as Royal Arch Masons in good 
standing, “The members of that Irregular Assembly” denominated 
“ Peninsular Chapter.” That we will not allow any Sir Knight mem- 
bers of this Commandery to consort with, as a member or otherwise, 
of said “Peninsular Chapter,” and that any Sir Knight, member of 
this Encampment, associated or connected as a member, or otherwise, 
with said Irregular Chapter, be requested and enjoined forthwith to 
withdraw from such connection, and cease to be a member of the same. 

Resolved , That a copy of these resolutions be communicated to each 
Sir Knight now a member or associating with said so-called Peninsular 
Chapter. 

At a special communication held December 18th, 1857, the 
following preamble and resolutions were adopted : 

Whereas, on the 20th day of day of November, 1857, at a com- 
munication of this Commandery, a resolution was adopted requiring 
Sir Kts. Horace S. Roberts, Allyn Weston, and Geo. B. Enswortb. 
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members of this Commandery, and also members of the so-called 
Peninsular Chapter No. 16, of R. A. Masons, located in the city of 
Detroit, and within the jurisdiction of this Commandery, to withdraw 
themselves as members from said so-called Peninsular Chapter, the 
same having been declared to be irregular and clandestine by the high- 
est authority in R. A. Masonry ; 

And whxrkas, Sir Kts. Roberts, Weston and Ensworth, after due 
notice thereof, have disobeyed the mandates and requirements of our 
said resolution, and have neglected and refused to comply with the 
requirements thereof, and still do neglect and refuse to comply with 
the same : Therefore 

Resolved \ That a summons be issued by this Commandery to Sir 
Kts. Horace 8. Roberts, Allyn Weston and George B. Ensworth, re- 
quiring them and each of them to be and appear before this Comman- 
aery, on Saturday, January 2nd, eighteen hundred and fifty-eight, at 
7 o’clock, P. M., and at that communication to show cause, if any, why 
their names should not be stricken from the rolls of this Commandery, 
and they be expelled from all the rights and benefits of Knighthood, 
for contempt of the requirements of this Commandery, as well as for 
continuing in membership with the so-called Peninsular irregular and 
clandestine Chapter of R. A. Masons. 

In accordance with notice received, Sir Kts. Roberts and 
Ensworth appeared before the Commandery on the 7th of 
January last, and asked for further time to reply to the no- 
tice in writing, which was granted. On the 24th of January, 
(after the meeting of the Grand Chapter) Sir Knights Rob- 
erts, Weston and Ensworth, appeared before the Command- 
ery, in accordance with notice received so to do, and in reply 
thereto submitted the following in writing : 

7b the Eminent Grand Commander , and Sir Knights of Detroit 
Commandery No. 1, of Kt . Templars: 

The undersigned submit the following, in reply to the notice received, 
through the Recorder, from this Commandeiy : 

If the communication from M. E. Wm. B. Hubbard, Grand Master 
of the G. G. Encampment of the U. S., referred to in the resolution 
adopted on the 20th of November last, in this Commandery, be an 
edict declaring Peninsular Chapter No. 16 irregular and clandestine, 
and commanding the Sir Knights who are members of it to withdraw, 
or stating that such Sir Knights should not be retained as members in 
good standing of this Commandery, then the undersigned respectfully 
submit that the Grand Master has assumed a power that is not con- 
ferred on him by the body which placed him in the exalted position 
which he now holds, and is not sanctioned by Masonic usage. It is the 
belief of the undersigned, that the communication from Grand Master 
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Hubbard does not mention, or directly refer to, Peninsular Chapter, 
and that it is not an edict requiring this Commandeiy to expel or ex- 
clude Sir Knights who are members of said Chapter. 

The undersigned contend that neither Grand Master Hubbard nor 
Detroit Commandery, has any right or authority to pronounce Penin- 
sular Chapter irregular ; that if they had a right to investigate the 
matter, they could not go behind the charter of said Chapter, which 
was granted by the Grand Chapter of the R. A. Masons of the State 
of Michigan, bears its seal, and is properly attested by its Grand 
officers. They further contend that Peninsular Chapter is not irregu- 
lar, its charter having been granted by the Grand Chapter aforesaid — 
a regular R. A. body ; it having been duly constituted, and its officers 
installed, by the Grand High Priest of said Grand Chapter ; its offi- 
cers having been recognized as members of the Grand Chapter at its 
recent convocation, and it having been declared by that body to be 
regular and genuine. 

The undersigned farther contend, that if there were any authority 
or right for proceeding against them, for continuing their connection 
with Peninsular Chapter, no sentence of punishment could be legally 
pronounced against teem, without charges in writing, preferred against 
them by some Sir Knight, and signed by the party accusing. The 
error in this respect, although a technical one, they wish to have rec- 
tified, as they desire to have the matter of complaint, if there be any, 
decided on its merits, which may not be done, if they shall be obliged 
to cany it (in its present form) before a higher tribunal. 

The undersigned recapitulate their reply to the notice which they 
have received : 

1st. That Wm. B. Hubbard, Grand Master of the G. G. Encamp- 
ment of the U. S., has no power or authority to pronounce Peninsular 
Chapter No. 16, on the registry of the Grand Chapter of the R. A. 
Masons of the State of Michigan, an irregular assembly of Royal Arch 
Masons, or to require Detroit Commandery to expel or exclude from 
the rights and benefits of Knighthood the Sir Knights who are members 
of said Chapter and of this Commandery ; and if he has thus trans- 
cended his authority, this Commandery should not act in accordance 
with his edict. 

2nd. That the communication from Grand Master Hubbard does 
not require any action such as has been had in this Commandery re- 
specting Peninsular Chapter. 

3rd. That Detroit Commandery has no authority to pronounce 
Peninsular Chapter irregular, or to require its members to withdraw 
from said Chapter. 

4th. That Peninsular Chapter is a regular assembly of R. A. 
Masons. 

5th. That Peninsular Chapter has not been pronounced “ an irregu- 
lar or clandestine assemblage of Masons / } by the highest authority in 
R. A. Masonry. 

6th. That the undersigned cannot, on account of their connection 
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with Peninsular Chapter, be tried, convicted or punished, without 
charges in writing, preferred and signed by some Sir Knight, and that 
for mis reason, if no other, any sentence of punishment pronounced on 
them in the present proceedings, would be unjust and illegal. 

All which the undersigned respectfully submit. 

H. S. ROBERTS. 

ALLYN WESTON. 

January 23 rd t A. L. 5858. GEO. B. ENSWORTH. 

The defendants requested, and a motion was made to that 
effect, that the contents of the paper be entered on the re- 
cords. The Grand Commander, N. P. Jacobs, ruled the mo- 
tion out of order, and would not entertain it. The defend- 
ants were then informed that they would be heard. They 
announced that they were ready to proceed. After the lapse 
of a few minutes, the Grand Commander, who had left the 
East and come down on the floor, moved that if the defend- 
ants had nothing more to offer, they be permitted to leave 
the room. To this the defendants objected, saying they were 
entitled to hear all that was to be said against them on the 
trial ; that they would proceed and defend themselves as 
soon as the prosecutors appeared to prosecute ; that they 
were entirely in the dark ; there were no charges preferred 
against them in writing, and there was no one who appeared 
to take the responsibility of the charges. . After still further 
delay, and it appearing that no one would open the case 
against them, the defendants proceeded to sustain the points 
of their defence. Sir Knights N. P. Jacobs and Czar 
Jones then assumed the part of prosecutors, and replied. 
After a discussion of more than two hours, about ten o’clock 
in the evening, Sir Kt. Weston stated, on behalf of the de- 
fendants, that they were willing to end the debate without 
further argument. One of the acting prosecutors then said, 
“ If the Sir Knights have said all they wish to in their de- 
fence, I will offer some remarks in conclusion,” or words to that 
effect. The defendants immediately claimed that if more 
should be said, as they had been forced to open, they should 
be permitted to reply. The Sir Knight prosecutor then 
proceeded to speak about three quarters of an hour. At the 
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conclusion of his speech, one of the defendants rose to reply, 
and the officer in the East declared the case closed. A mo- 
tion was then made to “call off” till the “regular meet- 
ing,” and a special notice or summons be sent to each mem- 
ber to attend. This was objected to by the defendants, on 
the ground that as they had argued the case before those 
present, and the case was closed , it would be unfair to have 
it decided by another meeting, unless they should be per- 
mitted again to go over their defence. It was contended 
that it would be like arguing a case to one jury , and then 
calling in another who had not heard the case , to decide it. 
Sir Kt. Weston also stated that he was present at much in- 
convenience and expense, and could not probably be at the 
regular communication. The motion was, however, carried 
by vote of 14 to 8. 

At the regular communication on the 5th of January, only 
one of the defendants was able to be present, Sir Kt. Roberts. 
Sir Knight Ensworth was prevented from attending, by sick- 
ness. Of this meeting, the following description is given in 
a communication by Sir Kt. Roberts : 

“ About two-thirds (perhaps not as large a proportion) of those 
who were present the night before, with about ten new ones , constituted 
the Commandery. The proceedings were commenced by the reading 
of the records from the beginning — the Chair refusing to have read 
the letter from Sir Kt. Hubbard. When through reading the records, 
I asked for the reading of our points of defence, and commenced a few 
remarks, when I was ordered down by the Chair, (Sir Kt Barclay,) 
Sir Kt Jacobs being on the floor. I then moved they be read, and 
commenced again, and was again ordered down. They refused to have 
the defence read . They then introduced several resolutions, — the final 
one for expulsion of Sir Kt Ensworth, you, and myself. I rose to 
discuss the resolutions, and was again stopped , Sir Kt. Barclay refus- 
ing to allow me to go into a discussion on the merits of the question. 
I then asked them to remember that over a third present were to vote 
on what they did not understand, and pointed out the injustice of their 
course.” 

A motion was then made to postpone the matter till the 
meeting of the State Grand Encampment, which was lost. 
The resolutions of expulsion were then adopted (by ballot) 
by a vote of 22 to 4. 
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That the trial was not properly conducted, is most mani- 
fest. There were no written charges against the defendants 
preferred by any Sir Knight. A committee reported certain 
resolutions, which were adopted, ordering the defendants to 
withdraw from Peninsular Chapter. The defendants did not 
comply with said resolutions, and that was the offence, and the 
only one, according to the minutes, for which they could be 
tried. No charge was preferred by any Sir Kt. to that effect, 
notwithstanding the usages of Masonry, and the by-laws of 
the Commandery, required all charges to be in writing, etc. 
This, however, as well as the spirit which animated the con- 
ductors of the prosecution, we regard as of little importance 
in this connection. We have now to deal with principles, 
and not with men or technicalities. A large portion of the 
matter for this number having been set in type before notice 
of the expulsion reached us, we shall be obliged to defer till 
next month’s issue, further comments on the subject. We 
shall then show that the action of the Commandery was a 
gross and unwarranted assumption of power. The matter 
will be carried by appeal to the Grand Encampment of Michi- 
gan, which — we have no hesitation in saying — will reverse the 
decision of its subordinate, by a large majority. 


Faith. — The lowest round in the theological ladder, and 
hence symbolically instructing us that the first step in Masonry, 
the first, the essential qualification of a candidate, is faith in 
God. 

In the lecture of the E.\ A.*, it is said that “Faith may 
be lost in sight ; Hope ends in fruition ; but Charity extends 
beyond the grave, through the boundless realms of eternity.” 
And this is said, because as faith is “ the evidence of things 
not seen,” when we see, we no longer believe by faith but 
through demonstration, and as hope lives only in the expecta- 
tion of possession, it ceases to exist when the object once 
hoped for is at length enjoyed, but charity, exercised on earth 
in acts of mutual kindness and forbearance, is still found in 
the world to come, in the sublimer form of mercy from God 
to his erring creatures . — Masonic Lexicon . 


Digitized by 


Google 



300 


THE ASHLAR. 


GENERAL WARREN. 

[The following hymn, written for the dedication of the statue of Gen. Wauum, on Banker 
Hill, on the 17th of Jane last, we take from the Freemasons’ Monthly Magazine : ] 

He died a patriot’s glorious death, 

From earthly ties upborne, — 

The Angels gleaned his parting breath, 

The sickle reaped the Corn. 

All to his country; home, love, life, 

He offered at her shrine — 

Though peaceful, served in battle’s strife. 

And poured his blood like Wine. 

Peace to his ashes ! may his breast 
Be tranquil after toil, 

As sink the troubled waves to rest, 

When calmed by holy Oil. 

Health, Plenty, Peace, to all mankind, 

God in thy goodness give — 

In Com, Wine, Oil, we lessons find 
To teach man how to live. 


Of the Management of the Craft in Working. — When 
a Fellow Craftsman is chosen Warden of the work under the 
Master, he shall be true both to Master and Fellows ; shall 
carefully oversee the work in the Master’s absence to the 
lord’s profit ; and his brethren shall obey him. 

All Masons employed, shall meekly receive their wages, 
without murmuring or mutiny, and not desert the Master till 
the work is finished. 

A younger Brother shall be instructed in working, to pro- 
vent spoiling the materials for want of judgment, and for 
increasing and continuing of brotherly love. 

All the tools used in working shall be approved by the 
Grand Lodge. 

No laborer shall be employed in the proper work of Ma- 
sonry ; nor shall Free Masons work with those that are not 
free, without an urgent necessity ; nor shall they teach laboiv 
ers and unaccepted Masons, as they should teach a Brother 
or Fellow. — Charges . 
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MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE — QUERIES AND 
REPLIES. 


Editor of Ashlar : 

Dear Sir and Brother : — Will you please answer, through Thb 
Ashlar, the following : Suppose a person takes the first degree in 
Masonry, no objections whatever being raised, but on balloting for the 
second degree, one black ball appears ; the ballot is passed a second 
time, and one black ball appears again. A Brother of the Lodge calls 
for or requests the Brother casting the ball to give his objections ; but 
the Brother casting the black ball refuses to do so by keeping mum, 
and the Lodge is kept in the dark, as to who the objector was, as well 
as to what his reasons were for doing so, or for casting the said black 
balL Now, Sir, what is the proper course for the Lodge or Master to 
pursue? 

Ans. The proper course for the Lodge and Master to 
pursue, is to “ keep mum.” They have no right to inquire 
who casts the black ball, or what his reasons are for so 
doing. 

Bbo. Weston : When charges have been preferred against a Bro- 
ther, has the Brother who made said charges a right to withdraw them, 
without the consent of the Brother who was accused ? 

Ans. Charges are not like resolutions or reports of com- 
mittees, which become the property of the body before whom 
they are placed. Charges are accusations in writing, signed 
by the party accusing ; they are like suits at law, which the 
plaintiff may withdraw at any time. We think the Brother 
preferring charges has a right to withdraw them at any time 
previous to final action on them. If he prefers them, or 
withdraws them, maliciously, the Lodge may punish him for 
so doing. 

Comp. Weston : Can charges bo preferred in a Chapter against a 
Companion for an offence which may be punished by a Lodge ? 

Ans. They can. Expulsion from a Lodge, expels from 
the Chapter, but not vice versa . 
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OUR LATE BRO. GEO. DAVIS. 


We announced in our last number the death of Bro. Geo. 
Davis. A friend promised to furnish us with a review of his 
life, but as he has failed to do so, we give some of the com- 
ments of the press on the deceased. We had known Bro. 
Davis for some time, but not intimately. He was one who 
won the love of all who came in contact with him. As a 
Mason, his course was ever praiseworthy. He was a few 
years since, W. M. of Zion Lodge No. 1, Detroit ; and was 
till the day of his death, an active and bright member of the 
Commandery. The following we clip from the Chicago 
Democrat : 

We regret to announce the death of Geo. Davis, Esq., which took 
place yesterday morning at five o’clock. Mr. Davis’ death was caused 
by disease of the heart, from the effects of which he bad been suffering 
for some length of time very severely. Mr. Davis was an old resident 
of Chicago, having moved to this city some twenty-three years ago. 
He was an Englishman by birth. His age was forty-nine years. He 
held the office of County Clerk of Cook county several years ago, 
after which he moved to Detroit and held an important situation in the 
Michigan Central Railroad. Two or three years since he again re- 
moved to this city, and filled the post of corresponding Clerk in the 
Marine Bank. A short time since he entered into the firm of Messrs. 
D. B. Cooke & Co., booksellers, of this city. 

Mr. Davis was a very popular man with all our old citizens, on ac- 
count of his literary and musical accomplishments, and his death will 
be much regretted by a very large circle of friends. 

We regret to say that he leaves a wife and a large young family, not 
so well off in this world’s goods as his friends would desire. To the 
hands of the Friend of the fatherless they are committed, and may 
He rear up protectors for them in this the hour of their adversity. 

The Detroit Advertiser pays the following tribute to the 
deceased : 

Another kindly, generous, unselfish heart has ceased to beat forever. 
The subject of this notice, although at the time of his death a resident 
of Chicago, had been for some years previous a cherished citizen of 
Detroit, where he married his wife, a sister of E. N. Willcox, of this 
city, and where he had formed a very large circle of friends. 

The great charm of the character of the deceased, lay in its entire 
purity, frankness and truth, which, united to the happiest social tem- 
perament and an organization eminently susceptible to all refined influ- 


Digitized by 


Google 



THE ASHLAR. 


303 


ences, made him one of the most attractive and delightful companions. 
To these natural gifts were superadded high intelligence and cultiva- 
tion, as well as accomplishments which served to diffuse pleasure 
wherever he went It was the delight of his heart to make others 
happy, and he rarely failed to do so. To diffuse happiness around him 
was his chief aim — and that he succeeded in doing so, was a great ob- 
ject gained. But let it not be supposed that he lacked the sterling 
qualities of a true man. He was most scrupulously upright and hon- 
orable, in every business relation of life, and the pattern of fidelity and 
affection in his domestic relations. All loved him — but his wife and 
children loved him best of all. To them, indeed, is his loss irrepara- 
ble ; nor can we wish, at this time, to protrude the offer of sympathy 
for a loss which comes so near to them. 

His smile has faded ; his cherished voice is hushed forever ; but 
those who loved him will not soon forget him. 

Among the notices of our lamented Brother, we have seen 
none more beautiful than the following, from the Chicago 
Journal: 

The world at first is like a tree full-leaved and beautiful, and glori- 
fied by frost We look upon its gorgeous foliage, and we fancy it is 
the touch of the setting sun we see, when it is the touch of death. The 
leaves are loosened, one by one, from their frail tenure, and so very 
gently, that almost before we know it at all, the branching arms are 
hare, and tossing wildly against the winter sky. We see heaven where 
we stood in the shade, ana stars seem to cling where only acorns were 
growing. 

And so it is, that the night comes on, and we find ourselves waiting 
in twilight, when we had thought it was only noon. 

It has been so often our duty to chronicle the fall of the leaf, that 
it sometimes seems to us the old summer is almost shed. 

The decease of George Davis is like a sweet strain stricken from a 
pleasant tune forever. The clasp of his friendly hand is loosed ; “the 
daughters of Music are brought low the genial spirit that time could 
not chill, has passed away, and the name whose memory once awakened 
a smile of welcome, now brings a sigh of unavailing regret. 

His was indeed a summer soul ; full of song and fife and beauty. 
True, the clouds have come over it now, but it is summer all the same ; 
and the star is shining beyond the rain. 

The bonds that have been twenty years a weaving, have parted 
again, and the narrow circle of those who began the day together upon 
this verge of the prairie, grows narrower still. 

When the story of those old times shall be written, there will be one 
chapter all beautiful with sunshine, and in it shall be recorded the name 
that has fallen out, to-day, from among the happy household words of 
home ; that shall recall the memory of a pleasant time and friend ; the 
name of George Davis. 
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Louisiana Relief Lodge. — This body is located at New 
Orleans, and was chartered by the Grand Lodge of Louis- 
iana in 1854, for purposes of charity. We have just 
received a report of this body, which gives an account of its 
charities and its present condition. This document says : 

Louisiana Relief Lodge, as is well known, is chiefly supported by 
13 Lodges in the city of New Orleans, who base their monthly con- 
tributions of 25 cents per member upon the number remaining on 
their Register at the close of the last Masonic year, the period of 
making their annual returns to the Grand Lodge. This system was 
deviated from for a time, but has been recently restored. 

***♦*## 

Our appeals to those Lodges whose own members have been 
relieved have been singularly disregarded. By the annexed table it 
will be seen that there is but one honorable exception, London Lodge, 
No. 209, Canada West. 

The Lodge has received $14,032.25, and has paid out 
$13,667.95; of the latter amount, $7,700.65 has been paid 
for relief; of this, $25 has been paid for persons hailing 
from Indiana ; $35 for persons from Illinois ; $12.50 for 
persons from Wisconsin. The report makes the following 
sensible remarks : # 

It is earnestly hoped that a portion at least of the above will be 
reimbursed to the belief Lodge by Lodges or Grand Lodges of the 
various jurisdictions whose members or widows and orphans nave been 
relieved. This would enable us to pursue our work with more ample 
means. The few Lodges that contribute monthly to our funds having 
their own sick and distressed to care for in addition to supporting the 
Relief Lodge, must rely on the justice and charity of Ledges abroad 
to assist them in this work, especially as the history of our epidemic 
visitations is known to all, and a recurrence of a similar calamity 
would at the first outset quite exhaust our means, which are insuffi- 
cient now to meet the daily pressing and increasing demands upon us. 

Louisiana has set a good example in establishing a Relief 
Lodge, and the Masons of New Orleans deserve credit for 
contributing to its support so liberally. Properly managed, 
we do not see why it may not be the means of great useful- 
ness. Its operators look upon its results, thus far, as highly 
beneficial. 
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THE G. G. CHAPTER OP THE U. 8.* 

EXTRACT FROM THE ADDRESS OF M. E. SALATHIEL C. COFFIN BKRJLT. 

It has always been held — and still is held by many, not- 
withstanding the deliberate opinions which have been recently 
expressed to the contrary — that the General Grand Chapter 
possesses no powers, rights, or privileges, no prerogatives 
or immnnitie8, but such as have been specifically conceded by 
the State Grand Chapters, and from Convocation to Convo- 
cation vouchsafed by them to that General Grand Body. 
The truth of this proposition is fairly tested, I think, in the 
fact that the representatives of the State Grand Chapters, 
which constitute the General Grand Chapter, may, at any 
General Grand Convocation, dissolve it. What would be 
the effect of its dissolution upon the State Grand Chapters ? 
Would their rights or powers become in any wise impaired 
by it? Would they not still remain independent Grand 
Chapters, with plenary power to legislate for and control 
Royal Arch Masonry in their respective Jurisdictions ? Then, 
if they lose no power by the dissolution, it is evident that 
they gain none by its existence ; for, when the supreme 
power which secures authority to a subordinate expires, the 
subordinate must, of necessity, expire with it, for the cause 
of its authority has ceased, and the effect of the power must 
«ease with the cause. 

But, it is claimed that certain rights and privileges are 
secured to the Grand Chapters, by virtue of the existence of 
the General Grand Chapter, which would not obtain without 
that existence. It will be remembered, however, that these 
rights and privileges, under whatsoever name they may be 
Called, or under whatsoever character they may appear, are 
no part of Masonry, nor in spy manner allied to Masonry, but 
grow out of a new relation, which the Grand Chapters them- 
selves have created, — that of supreme and subordinate Grand 

* We have devoted considerable space in Thk Ashlar recently, to a discussion of the power 
•nd' duties of the 6. O. Chapter, and we think we cannot do better than to elocidate the 
Mhj^ct still father, by publishing gome extracts from the address of the Grand High Priest 
of the Grand Chapter of Michigan, at Its recent convocation 
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Bodies — and that that relation is associative and confedera- 
tive in its nature ; that it can as well be applied to any other 
institution, and is therefore not peculiar to Masonry ; that 
our Art is as pure, as perfect, and as independent without it 
as with it. But the rights which it is claimed have thus 
been secured to the Grand Chapters by this modem institu- 
tion, are of a very doubtful and suspicious character, as such. 
It has been thought by many that the inconveniences result- 
ing from the relations growing out of this institution are 
more than commensurate with the benefits received from it. 
We find several of our sister Grand Jurisdictions, which 
have never acknowledged obligations to the General Grand 
Chapter, and have never participated in the pretended rights 
and benefits it professes to secure, as prosperous and as har- 
monious as we ourselves are, who submit to the General 
Grand Jurisdiction — we find their Chapters as much respected, 
and the members of their Chapters as fully accredited as 
Royal Arch Masons, in neighboring Jurisdictions, with a few 
exceptions, as our own. 

Another question of some importance, which has arisen 
out of this relation, is as to the extent of the power of the 
General Grand Chapter over the State Grand Chapters. It 
is claimed, that by virtue of the Constitution of that General 
Grand Body, it possesses the power to suspend, or clandes- 
tinize, any State Grand Chapter that may knowingly violate 
any of the provisions of that instrument. That it was the 
intention of those who framed that Constitution to confer 
this power upon that Body, cannot well be doubted ; but 
the question at once arises, Have they succeeded in carrying 
into effect what they intended ? That they have failed, 1 
think will not admit of a doubt. . That which gives force and 
effect to any law, is the power of the law-maker to carry his 
mandates into execution. The beggar may give a law to 
the king, and so long as the king sees proper to obey, the law 
is good ; but when the obedience ceases, the law ceases, for 
the beggar has not the power to enforce it. But with this 
difference as to its extent : In the State Grand Bodies, the 
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power is unlimited, plenary, and sovereign ; in the General 
Grand Body, it is specific, circumscribed, and subordinate. 
The State Grand Chapters hold their authority from their 
Subordinates in the same manner that the General Grand 
Chapter holds its authority from the Grand Chapters. It is 
only the power that confers authority that can withdraw it ; 
for it was theirs to give, and it is theirs only to reclaim. 
An arrest of power, thus conferred, by any other authority 
than that which confers it, would be a despotic usurpation, 
an unjust seizure of that which does not, and never did, 
belong to the party seizing it. 

In pursuing this argument, let us suppose that the General 
Grand Chapter, in the exercise of the power it claims under 
that provision Of its Constitution, suspends a Grand Chapter, 
and declares' it irregular and clandestine ; how does that 
decree affect the Grand Chapter, and the Masonic world ? 
Will those States in Europe and America which have nevor 
acknowledged the jurisdiction of the General Grand Chapter 
regard that edict? Are the members of the Subordinate 
Chapters under such a State Grand Chapter less Royal Arch 
Masons after the pronunciation of such an order than they 
were before ? Have they violated any of their engagements 
as such, or any of those ancient rites and land-marks which 
only can subject them, among their Companions, wheresoever 
dispersed aroufW the globe, to the infamous stigma of clan- 
destinization ? It must not be forgotten, that Masonry is 
universal, and that the General Grand Chapter of the United 
States, at most, and under the utmost stretch of its greatest 
power, is local and circumscribed. A Grand Chapter having 
violated, even knowingly, the Constitution of this General 
Grand Body has done nothing against Masonry, nor has it 
been guilty of any act which, in any manner, affects, impairs 
or violates , any of its inherent rights or obligations, as a 
body of Masons ; it has only violated a compact which only 
affects those who have entered into that compact with it. Its 
members may have adhered to their obligations and duties as 
Masons ; they may have pursued and preserved the ancient 
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land-marks and sublime mysteries of Masonry ; and if so, are 
entitled to be received into the Household of the Faithful — 
if so, they have only forfeited their connection with those 
who, as a matter of comity, had joined with them in a 
modern confederation. It is, therefore, clear that the 
General Grand Chapter possesses no power to suspend the 
operations of a State Grand Chapter, as such, or to declare 
it irregular or clandestine. Such a declaration would only 
have the effect of severing the relation which constituted it a 
member of that General Grand Body, and leaves the State 
Grand Chapter with all its rights and powers, entitled to 
full credit and respect as an Independent Grand Chapter, 
among its sister Jurisdictions. The effect would be much the 
same as would result from such a declaration aimed at one 
of those Independent Grand Chapters which have never 
acknowledged the jurisdiction of the General Grand Chap- 
ter ; simply to debai it from a participation in the delibera- 
tions of that august assembly, and from sharing, at its own 
expense and inconvenience, in its conventional privileges. 

On the twenty-sixth day of June, I received a communica- 
tion from Companion H. S. Roberts, High Priest of Penin- 
sular Chapter No. 16, informing me that a paper had been 
served upon him, purporting to be a Proclamation issued by 
Charles Cilman, M. E. General Grand High Priest of the 
General Grand Chapter of the United Slates, declaring 
Peninsular Chapter No. 16, to be an irregular Masonic 
assembly, and declaring all of its acts to be void, and of no 
effect in Freemasonry. Upon receiving this announcement 
from Companion Roberts, doubts at once arose in my mind as 
to the genuineness of the document alluded to by him. I 
could not believe that the General Grand High Priest of the 
United States, forgetting the dignity ©f the high office he 
had bqpn chosen to fill, and the rights and prerogatives of 
this Grand Chapter, had, by such a high-handed measure, 
overridden all Masonic laws and established usages, as well 
as those long-established rules of courtesy which regulate 
international and official intercourse. Believing, at the same 
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time, that if this document was genuine, and what it pur- 
ported to be, a Proclamation of the General Grand High 
Priest, that such an attempt to interpose his official power 
between this Grand Chapter and one of its subordinates, was 
a despotic assumption on the part of that high functionary, 
unwarranted by the Constitution of the General Grand 
Chapter, subversive of the rights of this Grand Chapter, and 
an insult to its dignity, I issued an order to the High Priest 
of Peninsular Chapter, to disregard the pretended Proclama- 
tion, and treat the same as a nullity. Fearful that the same, 
or a like document, might be circulated among our Subor- 
dinate Chapters, prejudicially to Royal Arch Masonry in our 
Grand Jurisdiction, I, at the same time, issued a Mandate, 
accompanied by a Circular-Letter explaining the cause of the 
Mandate, to the several Subordinate Chapters of our Juris- 
diction, commanding them to treat any such document, should 
any such reach any of our Chapters, as a nullity, and to dis- 
regard the same. This Mandate and Circular-Letter were 
accompanied by my Proclamation, declaring Peninsular Chap- 
ter to be a regularly-constituted Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons, duly authorized and empowered to work under the 
authority of the Grand Chapter of Michigan, and that its acts 
and proceedings under that authority must and should be 
duly accredited and respected by all sister Chapters in this 
Grand Jurisdiction. I directed Companion Roberts to furnish 
me with a certified copy of the pretended Proclamation of 
the General High Priest, which he accordingly did. I 
immediately addressed a letter to the General Grand High 
Priest, informing him of the premises, and of my counter- 
vailing proceedings. Some four or five weeks after I had 
received the copy of this remarkable document from Com- 
panion Roberts, I was waited upon by Companion Czar 
Jones, who placed in my possession the original document, of 
which that served upon Companion Roberts appeared to be a 
copy. From Companion Jones, I received assurances which 
satisfied me that the Proclamation in question had emanated 
from M. E. Charles Gilman, General Grand High Priest of 
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the United States, and that Companion Jones had been duly 
appointed by him to place the same in my possession. 

This Proclamation is an extraordinary one. In addition 
to the denunciation of Peninsular Chapter as an illegal and 
irregular assemblage of Masons, it professes to result from 
a complaint entered before him by Monroe Chapter No. I, 
of this Jurisdiction, setting forth grievances, and praying for 
the interposition of his official power to discontinue the 
grievances complained of, and assumes to declare certain pro- 
visions of the Constitution of this Grand Chapter to be in 
conflict with the provisions of the Constitution of the Gen- 
eral Grand Chapter of the United States, and consequently 
null and void, as well as all acts of this Grand Chapter, 
under or in virtue of such provisions. 

If the opinion of the General Grand High Priest touching 
these conflictions be well-founded and correct, although his 
action in the premises is without authority, we cannot too 
soon retrace our legislation, and in a proper manner atone 
for our error. If, however, the facts in the premises do not 
warrant this opinion, and the action of the General Grand 
High Priest based upon this opinion, we cannot too soon 
express our indignation at such an assault upon the independ- 
ence of our Grand Chapter, and such an usurpation of the 
powers which belong exclusively to it. 

By Sec. 2, Art. IV, of the Constitution of this Grand 
Chapter, it is provided that a warrant may be granted for a 
new Chapter upon a petition therefor recommended by the 
Chapter nearest to the place where the new Chapter is to be 
formed, or by two other Chapters in this State. This provi- 
sion, it is claimed by the General Grand High Priest, con* 
flicts with the provisions of Seo. 7, Article n, of the Consti- 
tution of the General Grand Chapter, which declares that no 
dispensation or charter for a new Chapter shall be granted, 
except upon the recommendation of the Chapter nearest to 
the place where the new Chapter is intended to be opened. 
The same Section of the same Article of the Constitution of 
this Grand Chapter, it is claimed by the General Grand High 
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Priest, conflicts with the provisions of the Section and 
Article before referred to of the Constitution of the General 
Grand Chapter, in that it does not require such recommenda- 
tion for a new Chapter to be accompanied by a certificate 
vouching for the Masonic abilities of the petitioners. It is 
also asserted by the General Grand High Priest, in his Pro- 
clamation, that, by Section 3 of the said Article IV, of the 
Grand Chapter of Michigan, authority is given to the Grand 
High Priest, during the recess of the Grand Chapter, to 
grant dispensations for holding Chapters, upon petition and 
recommendation, in all respects the same as is provided for 
the granting of warrants, contrary to the provisions before 
alluded to by him in the Constitution of the General Grand 
Chapter. Here, then, arises an important question, and one 
peculiarly of a juridical character: Do these conflictions 
exist between these two instruments ? 

A legislative body must always be regarded as the best 
expositor of its intentions ; and we must therefore resort to 
the coincident provisions of the Constitution of the General 
Grand Chapter, to determine the intentions of that Grand 
Body, embraced in the provisions of Sec. 7, Article H, of 
that instrument. 

The several Sections of Article I of that Constitution, 
define the manner in, and the sources from, which the Gen- 
eral Grand Chapter is constituted — its powers, privileges, 
and prerogatives — its officers, and the method of their elec- 
tion and appointment, with their respective powers and 
duties. Now, we must look to the provisions of this Article 
alone, to determine with what power and authority the 
newly-created Body is invested, as well as to determine the 
nature and extent of that power ; for it is this Article, alone, 
which gives it a definite being, and confers upon it, as such, 
exclusive privileges. In giving a construction to these pro- 
visions, it must be remembered that the Article under con- 
sideration is an enabling act, and, like all other acts, which 
confer or enlarge corporate powers, must be strictly con- 
strued. Only those rights, powers, and privileges can be 
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claimed for the newly-created Body, which are particularly 
authorized, by specification, in the creating act. This rule 
is founded in the wisdom and judicial experience of mankind, 
and dates from a period so remote that the memory of man 
reaches not back to it. It has its origin in the radical 
axioms of philosophy. It is this rule which defines the 
powers of artificial bodies, in all the social, national, and 
municipal arrangements and relations ; it confirms the respec- 
tive powers of each corporate body, and confines them to 
their intended limits. The application of this rule obviates 
the possibility of conflict between cotemporary powers or 
coincident bodies. 

Upon an examination of the provisions of the several 
Sections of Article I. of the Constitution of the General 
Grand Chapter, defining its corporate powers, and the 
powers and duties of its officers, no authority is to be found, 
in any of them, to that General Grand Body, to direct the 
manner of granting charter or dispensations for opening 
Chapters of Royal Arch Masons, or to specify upon what 
kind of recommendations the same shall be granted, or by 
what particular Chapters the recommendations shall be 
made, except in those States, Districts, Republics or Terri- 
tories which recognize the jurisdiction of the General Grand 
Chapter, and where there is no Grand Chapter regularly 
established. It cannot be claimed that this right inures to 
this General Grand corporation by implication, because, by 
the application of the rules of a strict construction, it enjoys 
nothing, and holds no powers by implication ; every right, 
every power, and every privilege must be specified, for the 
reason that every inference, every presumption, and every 
implication must be made against the corporation claiming 
doubtful powers, and ambiguous rights. 

Nor can it be pretended that subsequent Sections of that 
instrument have conferred these powers upon the General 
Grand Chapter ; for it is by the provisions above alluded to, 
alone, that it is created, and can claim an existence as a Body, 
or any power as such ; and there it stands, a new creature 
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by virtue of, and with the naked powers given it by that 
Article, and it can only set the powers there given it into 
operation. The very first act of its new being is, to declare 
the rights and powers of the several State Grand Chapters, 
and to acknowledge its recognition of those rights and 
powers, and thereby declares what rights and powers it has 
not, and will not attempt to exercise. By Sec. 3, Art. II, 
it declares that it will not interfere with the government and 
control of Royal Arch Chapters in those States where Grand 
Chapters have been established ; that it will not undertake 
to direct the manner of constituting new Chapters of Royal 
Arch Masons in those States ; and that it will leave the Grand 
Chapters to the sole control and regulation of all these mat- 
ters, respectively, as their own wisdom may guide them. 

This power, thus acknowledged by the General Grand 
Chapter to exist in the State Grand Chapters, shows that it 
was the intention to repudiate it as not belonging to that 
Body, and that it only claimed the exercise of a like power 
in those jurisdictions where no Grand Chapter had been es- 
tablished, as specified of Sec. 2, Art. II, of creating and 
enabling act. 

It is nevertheless pretended, however, that Sec. 7, of Art. 
II, limits the granting of charters, only upon certain vouch- 
ers and certificates, therein specified, by any Body authorized 
to grant charters, and constitute new Chapters. Whether it 
was intended that this provision should apply in States where 
there are Grand Chapters established, or only in those Juris- 
dictions where none have been established, therefore, be- 
comes again a question. If the former was the intention, 
then the provision is void, and of no effect, and stands a 
dead-letter in that instrument ; if the latter, then the Grand 
Chapter of this State is not subject to its requirements, and 
the conflicts, therefore, do not exist which are imputed to the 
two Constitutions. To determine this ambiguity, we must 
again apply the rules of legal construction, remembering that 
the instrument to be construed creates a new Jurisdiction, 
which is an additional reason, under legal, rules, why it should 
receive a strict construction. 
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Each State Grand Chapter, before the creation of the new 
Jurisdiction, possessed rights, derived from the several Sub- 
ordinate Chapters which constituted it, to exercise all the 
powers, besides many others, which it is pretended are con- 
ferred upon it by Section 7, Article II, and has not, by con- 
federating with other Grand Chapters, released or surren- 
dered any of those rights, except such as have been enumer- 
ated in the articles of confederation, or Constitution of the 
new corporation, as yielded and conceded by it to that Body. 
The right to direct, as is specified in Section 7, Article 13, 
is not embraced in the specification of the powers conferred 
on the newly-created Jurisdiction. It could not, then, be 
the intention of the provision to limit the powers of the 
Grand Chapters in this respect, for the General Grand 
Chapter had received no such authority, and it could not 
legally exercise a power it did not possess. It certainly can- 
not be pretended that it increases, extends or enhances the 
powers and rights of the Grand Chapters, for, in this respect, 
they were originally perfect and plenary. Common reason, 
therefore, contradicts the conclusion that the General Grand 
Chapter would attempt to exercise a power it did not pos- 
sess, or to increase or extend a power which was already full 
and perfect. It cannot be denied that each State Grand 
Chapter, would, in its own Jurisdiction, enjoy all the rights, 
powers and privileges which the General Grand Chapter 
claims for itself ; nor can it be claimed that these rights, 
powers and privileges can be circumscribed or limited, only 
only" as the several State Grand Chapters have agreed and 
consented that they might be limited. A law should be so 
construed as to give validity and effect to all its provisions, 
if possible. How can such a construction be applied to the 
provisions of Section 3, Article H, and Section 7, of the 
same Article, of the Constitution of the General Grand Chap- 
ter ? The one provides that the State Grand Chapters shall 
have the sole government and superintendence of Subordi- 
nate Chapters in their respective Jurisdictions, constitute 
new Chapters, etc. ; the other, that the General Grand Chap- 
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ter shall have a like control, direct the manner of constitu- 
ting Chapters, and upon what kind of petitions, vouchers, 
etc. Here is a conflict in the instrument itself— one provi- 
sion of an act repugnant to another. This incongruity can- 
not exist ; one of the provisions must yield to the other, and 
become null and void. If it was the intention that both of 
these provisions should obtain, the intention cannot prevail, 
for they are incompatible with each other ; therefore, the one 
is good — the other, nugatory. Now, which must yield and 
give place to the other ? The greater to the lesser ? — Inhe- 
rent right to usurpation and assumption ? Certainly not. 

A strict construction, in this emergency of doubt, if any 
doubt can remain, to give effect to both provisions, and to 
give them the sanction of reason, would be, I think, that the 
General Grand Chapter did not intend to exercise a power 
not conferred upon it by the Grand Chapters — a power which, 
it declares, still abides in the Grand Chapters, and the exer- 
cise of which it guarantees to them ; but that it was the 
intention that the provisions of Section 7, Article II, should 
only apply in granting charters, by the General Grand Chap- 
ter, in those Jurisdictions where there is no question as to 
their authority, and where it is conceded they have a right 
to enforce those provisions, by the control that is given that 
Body over Subordinate Chapters under the express specifi- 
cations of the Constitution. “ No dispensation or charter, 
for the institution of a new Chapter, shall be granted,” etc., 
is the language of Section 7, Article II. Now, we are left 
to imply the intention of this section ; and, whatever our 
construction may be, we must imply an intention that is just, 
that is reasonable, that does not conflict with other provisions 
of the same instrument, that does not impair or stultify other 
rights that are created or secured by the same act — a con- 
struction that avoids mischief and inconvenience, and one • 
that gives effect to all the provisions as far as possible. 

The interpretation of the General Grand High Priest is 
unjust, because it implies the exercise of power which has 
not been conceded to the General Grand Chapter. It is un- 
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reasonable, because a corporation cannot exercise the sole 
control and superintendence over a subject, and another cor- 
poration share in that control. It does create a conflict be- 
tween the different provisions of the instrument. It does 
impair and stultify the rights of the Grand Chapters as de- 
fined in the Constitution, and takes away their rights as 
acknowledged in the same. It does not avoid mischief and 
inconvenience, but creates both, by continually bringing the 
authority of the officers of the General Grand Body in com- 
petition with that of the Grand Chapters and their officers. 
It does not give effect to all of the provisions of the instru- 
ment; for if his construction be correct, then Section 3, 
Article II, which gives a like power to State Grand Chap- 
ters, is void and of no effect. 

Our implication, or construction, would clothe the inten- 
tion of the Section in the following language : — •“ No dispen- 
sation or charter for the institution of a new Chapter, in 
those States, Districts, Republics or Territories where there 
are no State Grand Chapters established, shall be granted,” 
etc. This construction is the only one that can receive the 
sanction of the rules, with any one of which it is in strict 
accordance — this interpretation leaves each State Grand 
Chapter in the full enjoyment of its inherent rights and pow- 
ers in this respect, and the General Grand Chapter in the 
exercise of a like control in those States, Districts, Repub- 
lics and Territories where there are no Grand Chapters 
established according to the specifications contained in the 
instrument creating that General Grand Body. More than 
this, I think, cannot be reasonably claimed. It appears that 
Section 2 of Article I, of the Constitution of the General 
Grand Chapter, defines the jurisdiction of that Body over 
Subordinate Chapters, and limits it to those only which are 
* in the States, Districts, Republics and Territories where no 
Grand Chapters are established ; and it appears that Sections 
3 and 4 of Article II, of the same instrument, guarantees to 
the State Grand Chapters the sole control over Subordinate 
Chapters, in their respective Jurisdictions. Now, no con- 
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8 traction can be applied to the instrument, that would 
extend, enlarge or increase the jurisdiction or* power of 
the one, or take away, decrease or circumscribe the juris- 
diction or power of the other, without a violation of the 
rule, that if a particular thing is given, or limited, in the 
preceding parts of an act, it shall not be taken away, or 
altered, by any subsequent general enactments of the same 
law. 

Bat it will be borne in mind, that these rights and powers 
are not derived by the Grand Chapters from the General 
Grand Chapter. They belong inherently to the Grand Chap- 
ters, and are derived by them, respectively, from their Sub- 
ordinates — they were not the General Grand Chapter’s to 
give — that Body has nothing to give ; the most it can do is 
to return the powers it has borrowed from the State Grand 
Chapters. It cannot dispose of or return powers which it 
never possessed. About all the power it does possess, under 
its organic law, is to elect and instal its officers, legislate for, 
control and create Chapters of Royal Arch Masons in States, 
Districts, Republics and Territories where Grand Chapters 
have not been established. A greater exercise of power 
than this must be by implication or construction ; and these 
the legal rules of construction, as well as common reason, 
forbid. A greater exercise of power by the General Grand 
Body must, of necessity, bring its authority into competition 
with that of the State Bodies, and 6uch a conflict of power 
is against the policy and common weal of Masonry — is de- 
structive of the happiness and harmony that it was intended 
it should aid, foster and promote. From such a conflict, 
great mischief and inconvenience must inevitably result, con- 
trary to that rule of interpretation which requires that an 
act shall be so construed as to avoid mischief and inconve- 
nience, and promote and farther the design and end of its 
enactment. 

I am, therefore, left, my Companions, to conclude that it 
was not the intention, in forming the Constitution of the 
General Grand Chapter, to give that Body the power of 
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directing the manner of constituting Chapters in States where 
Grand Chapters are established, nor to direct the kind of 
recommendations upon which charters may be granted, nor 
from whom, or what Chapters they shall come, but that it 
was the intention that each State Grand Chapter should con- 
trol these regulations as their own wisdom might direct. I 
am also left to the conclusion that if it was the intention, as 
has been claimed, that the requirements of Sec. 7, Art. II, 
should apply in States where Grand Chapters are estab- 
lished, that the provisions of that Section are nugatory and 
void, and of no effect, except as they are applicable to those 
Subordinate Jurisdictions which are under the immediate and 
sole control of the General Grand Body, as defined in its 
Constitution ; and that there is, therefore, no conflict between 
the Constitution of the Grand Chapter of Michigan and that 
of the General Grand Chapter. 

( TO BE CONTINUED.) 


Morgan Expenses. — The following is an account of some of the 
the expenses paid out of the treasury of the State of New York in 


behalf of the Morgan Committee : 

1827. Oct. 30, To Joseph Garlinghouse, Sheriff of Onta- 
rio county, for pursuing John Whitney and Barrage 

Smith into Kentueky, $373.00 

1828. May 9, To Joseph Garlinghouse and Phineas P. 

Bates, of the county of Ontario, for pursuing William 

King, Barrage Smith and John Whitney, 2,096.82 

1828. Aug. 22, To Thurlow Weed, for pursuing Elisha 
Adams to Vermont, and bringing him back to this State, 193.55 

1829. Feb. 19, To Orson Benjamin, as the discoverer of 

one of the abductors of Morgan, pursuant to the first pro- 
clamation of Guv. Clinton, 100.00 

1830. Feb. 3, To Thurlow Weed forpursuing to Vermont 

and apprehending Orson Parkhurst, 150.82 

To Daniel Moseley, for disbursements as special counsel, 383.59 
For services and expenses as special counsel, 1,000.00 

To John C. Spencer, for disbursements as special counsel, 961.62 
For services and expenses as special counsel, 2,330.00 


Making the payments in all, $7,589.40 
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MASONRY AND TEMPERANCE. 


Temperance is inculcated with peculiar force by Masonry. 
On his initiation, the candidate is taught that it is one of the 
cardinal virtues . No Mason can, therefore, without disre- 
garding the instructions of the Lodge, indulge in the use of 
intoxicating beverages to excess. This should ever be re- 
membered, and whenever a member of the Order becomes 
addicted to an improper use of liquor, his Brethren should 
endeavor to arrest his course, and produce a reformation. 
While this should be constantly borne in mind, we should be 
careful that we do not bend Masonry from its legitimate object, 
and make it subservient to the support of societies, or theories, 
about which different opinions are entertained by the best 
Masons. In other words, we should never forget that Ma- 
sonry is not a temperance society — it inculcates the virtue 
of temperance, leaving a wide scope for each individual in 
practising it, and promoting it, as he deems best. It has 
nothing whatever to do with the ultra views of social re- 
formists who enjoin “ teetotaliem,” or form societies with 
stringent pledges. These may or may not be right ; with 
them, Masonry has no concern. 

These remarks have been called forth by a communication 
recently received from a Brother who thinks Masonry pro- 
hibits its members from selling liquor. We cannot conceive 
of a more erroneous view. Masonry has nothing directly to 
do with liquor-selling. It enjoins temperance, but it does 
not tell a man whether he can or cannot sell liquor ; it leaves 
him to judge in the matter. He may sell liquor in such a 
way (in the opinion of many honest and good Masons) as 
not to interfere with his duties as a member of our Order. 
As well might Masonry undertake to settle the slavery ques- 
tion — decide what political party is right — and regulate church 
difficulties, as to determine what specific action is necessary 
on the part of its members in carrying out its inculcations 
respecting temperance. 

One of the greatest dangers which Masonry has to fear, 
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is the attempt of members to make it subservient in directly 
propping up their peculiar theories on religion, politics, and 
social reform. Let us then seek to avoid it. 


NEW SALEH LODGE No. 218 — INSTALLATION. 


At a regular meeting of New Salem Lodge No. 218, held 
at their Hall on Wednesday, Dec. 30th, A. D. 1857, that 
being the time prescribed by the By-Laws of the Lodge, for 
installing the officers for the ensuing year ; previous arrange- 
ments having been made for having an address, and a dinner 
prepared for the occasion ; the Lodge met, the officers were 
installed, an appropriate address delivered, and a most ex- 
cellent dinner discussed. All things went off in harmony, 
and to the satisfaction of all present. 

At a subsequent and special meeting, the following resolu- 
tions were unanimously adopted : 

Resolved , That the thanks of this Lodge be tendered to the Rev. 
Bro. J. H. Barger, for the able and appropriate address delivered by 
him to this Lodge on the 30th ult. 

Resolved , That the thanks of this Lodge be tendered to Bro. M. J. 
Noyes, for his kindness, and the able manner in which he discharged 
the duties of Installing officer on that occasion. 

Resolved , That the thanks of this Ledge be tendered to our visiting 
Brethren. 

Resolved , That the thanks of this Lodge be tendered to the ladies 
of New Salem and vicinity, for the very excellent dinner prepared by 
them for the occasion. * 

Resolved , That the editors of the Pike County Union , and Pike 
County Free Press , and the editor of The Ashlar, be requested to 
publish the above resolutions. 

\TH. W. BONNEL, Sac. 


Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz. — Four Hebrew words which the 
prophet Isaiah was ordered to write upon a tablet, and which 
were afterwards to be the name of his son. They signify, 
“ make haste to the prey, fail upon the spoil,” and were prog- 
nostic of the sudden attack of the Assyrians. They may be 
said, in their masonic use, to be symbolic of the readiness for 
action which should distinguish a warrior . — Masonic Lex . 
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FAMILIAR COMMENTS ON ARCHITECTURE. 

NO. VII. 


It is interesting and instructive to follow the parallel 
between Architecture and Religion. From the earliest time 
to the present, they have gone hand in hand together, and 
through the relics of architecture remaining, of nations 
which have passed out of existence, can be traced its system 
of religion. It may be truly said to be the offspring of 
inspiration, and handmaid of religion. Whether it is a 
temple erected to the worship of pagan deities, or dedicated 
to the living God, we can trace through its design, the 
evidences of its intention. As edifices for sacred purposes 
have occupied the attention and called forth the energies, 
ability and tastes of architects in all ages — as they have been 
built with a greater regard to purity of style, correct prin- 
ciple in their construction and durability in their material, 
it is easy to account for the fact, that through such works 
the opportunity is generally offered to the student in archi- 
tecture to trace the rise, progress and development of each 
style and order ; and the many diversities in and of the 
many styles and orders, can also be readily attributed to the 
spirit and prejudices of religious votaries. 

There are also other circumstances which, to some extent, 
have had an influence in the origin and development of the 
various styles of architecture, but more as modifying them 
or establishing a principle. Of these we may mention, 
variation of climate, the material most readily obtained for 
building purposes, system of government, etc. The love of 
ornament and desire for enrichment and external beauty, has 
had but little effect in developing the progress of architec- 
ture, for these things are the offspring of, and accessories to 
it, and owe their cultivation to the advance of education, 
refinement of life and feeling, and the wealth and prosperity 
of a nation ; whereas architecture can be found in its style 
as perfect in the simple and unadorned proportions of a 
Grecian temple in antis , as in the gorgeous enrichment of a 
21 — vol. m. no. vh. 
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Basilican church, or florid Gothic cathedral. It is also wor- 
thy of observation that each style has had its several stages 
of progression ; as in life there is youth, manhood and 
decay, so in architecture there is the original simple germ, 
the perfection of manly beauty and development, and the 
gradual decline from purity down to debasement of style. 
This is very manifest in the Grecian, the Roman, and the 
Gothic ; the styles have progressed until they have attained 
the very acme and apex of perfection, and have then gone 
beyond it down to decline. 

Architecture cannot be made legitimately to derive 
strength or principle from the subsidiary arts. These may 
be auxiliary, but always secondary, and there is no greater 
evidence of decline and weakness, than when any order or 
style is so wrought out as to depend upon such assistance 
for effect. Such effect at least cannot be legitimate, for it 
may be affected by change of taste and fashion, which to a 
great extent govern ornament and decoration ; but architec- 
ture is the child of necessity, and derives its strength and power 
from religion, climate, education, government, etc. Paint- 
ing and Sculpture are often great aids to architecture, but 
they must not be used to supercede it. 

Architecture, as an art, occupies the most exalted position 
among the arts and sciences. Having its origin in a neces- 
sity, and calling into operation the exercise of every art 
worthy of consideration, it may be justly styled the parent 
and patron of the Arts and Sciences. Sculpture and paint- 
ing have not their origin in necessity, and contribute not to 
the comfort, but only to the luxury of a people, and they 
are furthermore much indebted, for increased effect, to their 
association with architecture. Architecture calls into life 
all the industrial arts, and is their school-mistress — the 
painter, the sculptor, the glass-stainer, the workers in brass 
and iron, and wood and stone, exercising the talent of the 
engineer and mathematician in the study of the physical laws 
of construction — of strains and pressures. There should 'be 
to confusion between the architect who conceives and models 
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the design, and the artificer who executes it ; the two are 
widely separate, and have no more connection or intimacy, 
than the paper has to the productions of the poet or his- 
torian that may be printed on it. The claim set up by 
architecture to rank foremost among the fine arts, cannot 
therefore be denied ; and it follows that it must have a 
prominent place among the branches of mental philosophy, 
for it is the creation of the higher part of man’s nature, 
subject to the influences both of intellectual and moral feel- 
ings among men and nations, as will be plain to even a casual 
observer, by noting those races who have possessed and 
retained the greatest mental vigor ; such people always hav- 
ing displayed the greatest refinement of taste, with the 
boldest and most daring conception, and skill and power in 
execution. We may also observe the tenacity with which 
each age and nation adhered to the style L and form of art 
peculiarly its own. The same necessities and principles 
which, in the simple original, so boldly express themselves, 
are observable in their latest and most refined productions, 
although the necessity for them may have passed away, and 
they but faintly express themselves in modified forms, or as 
ornaments and a system of decoration. 

The system of decoration developed by and practiced in 
different styles of architecture, vary equally with the styles 
themselves. It is very apparent in the Roman, Romanesque, 
and Basilican styles, how’ much study has been devoted to 
the art of ornamentation, both in its design and distribution, 
and how much of it is for effect only, and has not had its 
rise and origin in usefulness. We find it lavishly spread out 
in the florid gorgeousness of extravagant profusion through- 
out their later works — interiors whose forms and propor- 
tions are entirely lost, and the balance of harmony reckless- 
ly disturbed by the gross taste of unrefinement. The eye is 
often pained and sickened with the glare and contrast of 
gold and blue and crimson on the walls, arches and ceilings. 
And to some extent the same faults exist in the later works of 
almost every nation where they have passed down into decline 
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beyond the height of educated refinement. Compare this 
gross taste with the plain and unpretending beauty and sim- 
plicity of an early English Gothic church. Its simple and 
perfect form ; the thorough consistency in all its composition ; 
every member and adjunct explaining its own use — the beau- 
ty and soul of harmony pervading the whole mass — not an 
ornament but is a necessary member, modeled in form to 
add pure effect. The drip-stones over the windows and 
doors ; the buttresses on the sides and corners counteracting 
lateral strains, and the weighty pinnacles converting lateral 
into vertical pressures by the nicest mathematical calcula- 
tions. The pointed windows, the steep gabled roof, the 
tapering pinnacles continuing the upward-pointing and angu- 
lar effect, until the whole finishes in the storied final of the 
lofty spire, plainly advocating its purpose, exalting the mind 
above the earth, and directing the thoughts upward beyond 
material things, to the contemplation of Him to whose ser- 
vice and to whose glory it is erected. These are some of 
the impressions created by the effects of early Christian 
architecture, and is the reason why the Gothic style has been 
advocated in all ages since its introduction by the most 
learned Eccleseologists. Here, then, we plainly have an 
opposite principle in the use of x ornament. The whole con- 
structive composition is boldly exposed to view ; no screen 
or extraneous covering to hide that which is requisite ; but 
the design is perfected in its utility, and its members made 
ornamental, so that nothing is there illegitimately, or out of 
place. 

The lover of architecture does not study the art as an 
antiquarian, who, for all the research he may bestow upon it, 
feels no greater interest for it than he would for any other 
relic of antiquity. He looks upon it in no such irreverent 
light ; it is to him a complete history of the world, and the 
kingdoms of the world. He builds up the desert places and 
peoples them again with living hosts ; he traces through his 
researches the rise, progress and decline of nations — reads 
the lives of kings and rulers — learns the condition, religion, 
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education and government of a people, and the causes of 
their decay, as surely and correctly as though the whole 
were written out before him in letters of living light. The 
study of architecture, in k the light of archaeology, is a most 
egregious error, and injustice to the subject, doing great 
violence to its principles. To regard it for its antiquity, or 
its state of preservation, is to rob it of its art, science and 
inspiration. Neither must it be looked upon in too practical 
a light, as the mere composition and piling up of materials 
into a pleasing form — a handsome place to live in, or a 
beautiful monument to adorn a city. It is a beacon upon the 
road of time — a signal mark on a nation’s highway to fame 
and greatness ; a science, in the light of which nothing can 
transplant, and which cannot be superceded. As good and 
wholesome laws, correct principles and extended privileges, 
are to the internal guidance and reputation of an educated 
people, so architecture is the inanimate embodiment of a 
people’s growth, education and necessities, more impressive 
and lasting, more instructive and influential upon existing 
and future nations, than a thousand printed histories. 

Architect. 


The Three Steps universally delineated upon the Master’s 
carpet, are emblematical of the three principal stages of 
human life, viz. — youth, manhood, and age. In youth, as 
Entered Apprentices, we ought industriously to occupy our 
minds in the attainment of useful knowledge ; in manhood, 
as Fellow Crafts, we should apply our knowledge to the dis- 
charge of our respective duties to God, our neighbors, and 
ourselves ; so that in age, as Master Masons, we may enjoy 
the happy reflections consequent on a well-spent life, and die 
in the hope of a glorious immortality. 
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Dedication of Lodges. — We have received the following 
from Bro. J. J. Huntley, Past Grand Lecturer of Hlinois, of 
which he says, “ This is undeviatingly the language used by 
P. D. G. M. Carding Jackson, of Illinois, in explanation of 
the dedication of Lodges 

Our ancient Brethren dedicated their Lodges to King Solomon, be- 
cause he was our first Most Excellent Grand Master ; but Masons in 
modem times dedicate their Lodges to St. John the Baptist, and St 
John the Evangelist ; because they were the first two most eminent 
Christian patrons of Freemasonry ; and, since their time, there has 
been represented in every regular and well-furnished Lodge a certain 
point within a circle : the point , representing an individual Brother ; 
the circle , the boundary line of his duty, beyond which he is never to 
suffer his passions, prejudices or interests to betray him, on any occa- 
sion. This circle is embordered by two perpendicular parallel lines 
representing St. John the Baptist, and St. John the Evangelist, and 
upon its vertex rests the book of the Holy Scriptures, which points 
out the whole duty of man. In going round this circle, we necessa- 
rily touch upon those two parallel lines, as well as upon the Holy Scrip- 
tures ; and while a Mason keeps himself circumscribed within their 
precepts, it is impossible that he should materially err. 


DEKALB LODGE NO. 144. 

Allyn Weston — Dear Sir: I herewith send you the names 
of the officers of DeKalb Lodge No. 144 of A. F. and A. 
Masons, for the present Masonic year : Bester Pierce, W. M. ; 
Jesse D. Butts, S. W. ; Hiram Elwood, J. W.; John A. 
Hayden, Treas. ; De Witt C. Scribner, Sec.; Francis P. 
Wright, S. D. ; James D. Lott, J. D.; Fletcher Fowler and 
Clark L. Barber, Stewards ; James W. Carrie, Tyler. 

Communications on the first and third Wednesday evenings 
in each month, at their Hall in DeKalb, and will be happy at 
all times to welcome and accommodate Visiting Brethren. 

Fraternally yours, 

BESTER PIERCE. 
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MASONIC ITEMS. 


Cleveland Lodge, Chicago. — This body held its second 
annual festival at the Tremont House on the evening of the 
28th of January last. Extensive preparations were made for 
the occasion, and the party we learn was large, and one of 
the best ever given in the city of Chicago. We regret ex- 
ceedingly that we were not able to be present. There is not 
a better Lodge in the State of Illinois, than Cleveland Lodge 
No. 211. Brother Cleveland, the W. M., is a sterling man 
and a bright Mason, and commands the love and esteem of 
his Brethren. He is worthy of all the honors which they 
can confer on him. The members of the Lodge are mostly 
young men of fine appearance — intelligent, industrious and 
worthy. They possess the right spirit, and harmony prevails 
among them. For all worthy objects of charity presented 
to them, they give of their means liberally. They have just 
removed into a new Hall, which they have fitted up at an 
expense of five thousand dollars. We wish them success and 
prosperity. 

JS^The Mirror and Keystone says that Emperor Alexan- 
der not only recognizes Freemasonry in his dominions, but 
has himself become a member of the Craft. 

jg 66““ When our ancient Brethren labored as Masons, they 
worked six days in the week, and twelve hours in the day ; 
being called off regularly at the hour of high twelve, from 
labor to refreshment, that pleasure and profit might be the 
result.” 


During the war of 1812, the Grand Lodge of Massa- 
chusetts appropriated $500 for the relief of Masonic Bre- 
thren, British prisoners of war, when at Salem. 

W&* When the Grand Lodge is opened by the Grand 
Master, it is said to be in “ ample form when by the D. 
G. M., in “ due form and when by any other officer, “ in 
form ” 
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Grand Lodge op England. — This body held its quarterly 
communication on the 2nd of last December. The chief in- 
cident of the meeting appears to have been the presence of 
Prince Frederic William, who recently married the Princess 
Royal of England, and who is heir to the throne of Prussia. 
He wore a plain dress, and apron of the usual size and shape. 
He was seated on the right" of the Earl of Zetland, G. M., 
amid the hearty applause of those present. He was saluted 
with the Grand Honors, and spoke as follows in reply to an 
address of the G. M. : — “ Most Worshipful Grand Master 
and Brethren — 1 have the honor this evening to appear be- 
fore you, for the first time in this Hall ; but my most hearty 
feelings have been with you ever since the first day I had 
the honor and happiness of being a Freemason.” 

The Earl of Zetland was again elected Grand Master. 

JJSP* The London Freemasons’ Magazine is to be issued 
weekly, instead of monthly as heretofore. 


DEATHS AND OBITUARIES. 


Masonic Hall, Olney Lodge No. 140, \ 
January 12th, 1858. ) 

Dear Brother: — In compliance with my instructions, I 
hand you the following obituary and resolutions : 

Elihu B. Page was born on the 25th of Nov., 1822, and 
died on the 29th of Nov., 1857, aged thirty-five years and 
and four days, Bro. Page was initiated, passed, and raised 
to the sublime degree of Master Mason, in Harrisville Lodge 
No. — , State of Ohio, in the year 1846. He received the 
Chapter degrees in Vincennes Chapter No. 1, State of In- 
diana. He emigrated to the State of Illinois in 1852. He 
was a charter member of Olney Lodge No. 140, State of 
Illinois ; was its first Worshipful Master, and continued, 
with the exception of one term, to serve the Lodge in that 
capacity until his death. As a citizen, he was upright and 
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just; as a Christian, he was exemplary, adorning the pro- 
fession he made. As a Mason, he always acted upon the 
square. His zeal for the Order knew no abatement ; and 
his efforts to promote its welfare ceased only with his life. 
He was respected by all who knew him, and beloved the 
most by those who knew him best. He died, lamented by 
the community, the church, and the Masonic Fraternity. 

Whereas, It has pleased the Supreme Ruler of the Universe to call 
from our midst our late worthy Master and Brother, E. B. Page, to 
the Grand Lodge above — therefore, as expressive of the sense of this 
Lodge, be it — 

Resolved , That in the death of our late Brother and Worshipful 
Master, the community and Masonic Fraternity at large have sustained 
a severe loss, apd the Lodge over which he presided, an irreparable one. 
No more shall he call us from refreshment to labor. No more shall 
he preside over our deliberations, directing them by his wisdom. No 
more instruct us in the mysteries of our Craft. His seat is vacant, 
who can so ably fill it? None ! We bow submissively. The Grand 
Master of the Universe has called him from the arduous labors of the 
Lodge terrestrial, to partake of the unending refreshments of the 
Lodge ineffable. 

Resolved , That we unitedly offer to the bereaved widow of our de- 
parted Brother our warmest sympathy, and for her consolation, had we 
the ability, we would draw aside the curtain which hides the brighter 
and better world from our view, and point to her husband and our 
Brother as he stands arrayed in that bright robe which clothes the 
spotless spirits of the blest, in beauty, fadeless, charming, and say : 
“ There let us meet him.” May the God of Heaven, who hath be- 
reaved her, console her ; we are unable. 

Resolved , That a copy of these resolutions, under seal of the Lodge, 
be furnished the widow of our deceased Brother. 

Resolved , That the obituary, the foregoing preamble and these res- 
olutions be entered upon our minutes. 

Resolved , That a copy of the above obituary, preamble and resolu- 
tions be furnished The Ashlar, Masonic Review , and Olney Times , 
for publication. 

ABNER B. BAIL, Sec. 


jggy»At a regular communication of Wm. B. Warren Lodge 
No. 209, A. F. & A. Masons, held at the Masonic Temple, 
Feb. 13th, 1858, the following preamble and resolutions were 
adopted : 

Whereas, it has pleased the Supreme Ruler of the Universe to 
remove by death our worthy and esteemed Brother G. D. L. Arnold, 


Digitized by AjOOQle 



330 


THE ASHLAR. 


thereby causing this Lodge as well as a numerous circle of friends to 
mourn his loss, therefore, 

Resolved \ By the members of the Wm. B. Warren Lodge, that we 
do hereby express our appreciation of the many excellent traits in the 
character and disposition of the Brother whose loss we do sincerely 
mourn. Having been connected with this Lodge from its commence- 
ment, we have found him ever ready and zealous to promote its inter- 
ests, and cheerful to contribute his best efforts to extend the blessings 
of our ancient Fraternity. We trust that our loss will be his everlast- 
ing gain. 

Resolved , That we hereby proffer to the widow and other kindred 
friends of the deceased, our heartfelt sympathy ; and we trust that He 
who has promised to be the 4 4 widow’s God, and Father to the father- 
less,’ ’ will administer consolation and relief to their afflicted hearts in 
this gloomy dispensation of Providence. 

Resolved , That this preamble and resolutions be spread upon the 
journal, and a copy sent to the friends of the deceased, and also be 
published in the city papers. 

HARVEY DANES, Sec. 

Tribute op Respect. — Whereas, In the all-wise Provi- 
dence of God, He has been pleased to call hence our well be- 
loved Brother A. W. Barber, who died at New Orleans, Oct. 
1857, aged about 38 years ; and 

Whereas , Brother Barber had long lived among us, cher- 
ished by us as a friend and Brother, loved for his noble heart, 
his open hand ; ever ready to listen to the voice of suffering 
and distress, giving his last cent for the relief of a necessitous 
Brother or friend ; ever ready at the call, never backward in 
duty, zealous for the good of our ancient Order ; therefore, 
be it 

Resolved , That in the death of Brother Barber, the Order has lost 
an efficient and worthy member, the community an honest, exemplaiy 
and useful citizen, the family a dutiful son and brother, and the world 

A MAN. 

Resolved , That as a member of this Lodge we offer to the bereaved 
family and friends our deepest sympathy, and that 44 He that doeth all 
things well,” may make this severe affliction redound to his own glory. 

Resolved , That a copy of the above preamble and resolutions be 
furnished by the Secretary, under seal of this Lodge, to the family of 
the deceased, to the editors of the Islander and Argus , and The Ash- 
lar, requesting the publication of the same. 

Fort Armstrong Lodge F. A. M. No. 186, > 

Rook Island, 111., Jan. 28, A. D. 1858. f 

F. C. DUNCAN, ) 

C. TRUESDALE, } Com. 

P. A. WHITAKER, ) 
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Universal Masonic Library. — From the receipt recently 
of some numbers of this large and valuable work, we see 
that our distinguished and indefatigable Brother Rob. Mor- 
ris, is pushing forward his enterprise, notwithstanding the 
hard times. Bro. M. has long been a diligent worker in the 
Masonic vineyard, and has gained a host of friends among 
the Craft throughout the country. No adverse prospect 
alarms him — no obstacle impedes him, which energy and 
ability can overcome. His labors should not go unrewarded. 
Those who desire to subscribe for the Library, can do so by 
writing to Bro. M. at Lodgeton, Kentucky. 


8®“* The present number contains several long articles, to 
the exclusion of shorter ones prepared. We shall endeavor 
hereafter to give the usual variety. 


8©°" We are obliged to travel most of the time in order 
to procure money enough, in these hard times , to pay 
the current expenses of our work. We write in vain 
for Brethren to forward money — we appeal to them in 
vain through the pages of The Ashlar. Unavoidable ab- 
sence from the sanctum must be our excuse for not an- 
swering letters more punctually. We once had a strong 
faith that this constant travelling would come to an end, and 
we could sit comfortably in our office through the greater 
part of the month and communicate leisurely with our read- 
ers. Stringency in money matters has somewhat reduced 
that faith, and it is at a low ebb just now. We think it will 
rise again in the Spring, and that our affairs will be so ar- 
ranged on a cash basis next year, that we shall keep pretty 
closely to our sanctum, after the first two months. We have 
labored hard to establish The Ashlar, and after going safely 
through this year, expect to live flourishingly through any- 
thing which may come hereafter. 
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SS^Notwithstanding the hard times, the Lodges are doing 
a large amount of work. 


flg^The Grand Master of Masons in Massachusetts, John T. 
Heard, has visited during the past year all the Lodges in his 
State— eighty in number. This is a remarkable circumstance. 
Few Grand Masters can show such a record of their labors. 


Chicago Subscribers. — Will those of our Chicago subscri- 
bers who do not receive The Ashlar regularly, inform us by 
letter, and also state the No. of their P. 0. box ? 


Is it Fair ? Is it Honorable ? Is it Masonic ? — Strange 
as it may appear, some of our subscribers who have taken 
Jive numbers of Yol. 3, have returned No. 6, marked “re- 
fused” We shall consider them subscribers for the rest of 
the year, in accordance with our rule which has been printed 
on the second page of the cover of each number. 


g®* The following are the officers of the Grand Chapter 
of Wisconsin for the current year : 

M. E. Henry L. Palmer, Gr. High Priest, Milwaukee. 

M. E. John Bullen, Dep. Gr. High Priest, Kenosha. 

M. E. Henry M. Billings, Gr. King, Constance. 

M. E. Andrew J. Redburn, Gr. Scribe, Racine. 

E. John H. Rountree, Gr. Treasurer, Platteville. 

E. John Warren Hunt, Gr. Secretary, Madison. 

E. Rev. Melancthon Hoyt, Gr. Chaplain, Manitowoc. 
E. William Addy, Gr. Marshal, Janesville. 

E. Morris Louis, Gr. Capt. of the Host, Milwaukee. 

E. John E. Thomas, Gr. P. Sojourner, Sheboygan Falls. 
E. George H. Paul, Gr. R. A. Captain, Kenosha. 

E. Samuel S. Hodge, Gr. M. 3rd Vail, Beloit. 

E. Chase A. Stevens, Gr. M. 2nd Vail, La Crosse. 

E. Marcian Seavey, Gr. M. 1st Vail, Oshkosh. 

E. George W. Austin, Gr. Steward, Lake Mills. 

Comp. Ebenezer Clewett, Gr. Guard, Middleton. 


8®“*“ The cavern of Elephanta, in Hindostan, is the most 
ancient temple in the world. It was the principal place for 
the celebration of the mysteries of India.” 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


BgT The Rev. Caleb Colton relates the following anecdote 
of his uncle, Sir George Staunton : 

My late uncle, Sir George Staunton, related to me a curi- 
ous anecdote of old Kein Long, Emperor of China. He was 
inquiring of Sir George the manner in which physicians were 
paid in England. When, after some difficulty, his Majesty 
was made to comprehend the system, he exclaimed : “ Is any 
man well in England that can afford to be ill ? Now I will 
inform you,” said he, “ how I manage my physicians. I have 
four to whom the care of my health is committed : A certain 
weekly salary is allowed them ; but the moment I am ill that 
salary stops till I am well again. I need not inform you, my 
illnesses are usually short.” — London paper . 

flgy* In one of the ships that returned from the West In- 
dies with the sick troops, so many died every day, as to con- 
tinually employ several of the sailors in sewing them up in 
sacks and heaving them overboard. An Irishman, being 
rather clumsy, ran the needle into the nose of one of the 
sick men, who instantly cried out — “ Pm alive ! I’m alive !” 
“ By Jimny,” replied the other, “ that’s nothing to me, you’r 
dead upon the purser's books." 

flgf* Alphonsus, King of Naples, had in his court a fool, 
who used to write down in/his book all the follies of the 
great men in his time that were at court. The king having 
a Moor in his household, sent him to the Levant to buy horses 
with 10,000 ducats. This the fool marked in his book, as a 
pure piece of folly. Sometime after, the king called for the 
book, and found in it his own name, with the story of the 
10,000 ducats. Being somewhat moved, he asked the reason 
why his name was there. “ Because,” says the jester, “ you 
have committed a piece of folly, in giving your money to one 
you are never likely to see again.” “ But if he does come 
again,” said the king, “ and brings me the horses, wherein will 
my folly consist?” “Why, if he ever does come again,” 
replies the fool, “ I’ll blot out your name, and put in his.” 

Queen Bonaparte and the Queen of Spain are at 
the top of the fashion ; the one for dress , the other for equip- 
age. Several persons were squeezed to death, crowding to 
see the carriage, and several millions were squeezed to the 
life, to procure the dress ! 
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Muly Ismael, Emeror of Morocco, killed with his own 
hand, during the time he reigned, forty thousand of his sub- 
jects ; yet he was, in a particular manner, attached to justice. 
One of his officers complained to him that his wife, when in 
ill-humor, had a custom of pulling him by his beard. The 
Emperor was so provoked at the impudence of this woman, 
that, in order to prevent her from again offending the majes- 
ty of his officer’s countenance, he caused the hairs of his beard 
to be plucked out, one by one, by the roots. He once saw 
another of his officers on the road, driving a flock of sheep 
before him : “ Whose sheep are these ?” interrogated the Em- 
peror. The officer replied with the deepest reverence, “ 0 
Ismael, son of Eleheriff, of the seed of Hassan, they are 
mine.” “ Thine, villain ?” said the servant of the Lord, as 
the Emperor is styled ; “ thine ? I thought I was the only 
proprietor in my dominions ?” and immediately thrusting his 
lance through the heart of the unfortunate sheep-driver, 
divided his flock among his guards. The only good deed 
that Muly Ismael seems to have done in his life, was the de- 
liverance of his empire from numerous bands of robbers ; 
but even this only good action bore the stamp of his sanguin- 
ary character. He ordered the massacre of all the inhabi- 
tants, men, women and children, of a wide extent of country, 
around every place where a robbery had been committed. 
When he gave audience to Foreign Ministers, he was usually 
on horse-back, in an open court ; around him stood his several 
officers bare-footed, trembling, bowed to the ground, and, at 
every word he uttered, they repeated, in chorus, “ Great is 
the wisdom of our lord, and the voice of our lord is as the 
voice of an angel from heaven.” But their lord never dis- 
missed an ambassador, till he had given him occular demon- 
stration of his readiness and dexterity in murdering some of 
his subjects ; and this entertainment generally concluded the 
ceremonies of audience. 


S©** Rumor says that the Rev. Mr. , preaching (by 

exchange) at K — k, in the midst of a genuine orthodox ser- 
mon, hazarded the following conjecture : “ If I were to 
gmess ,” said he, “ I should guess that more than two4hirds 
of this congregation will be damned,” His auditors, being 
a very good sort of people, made bold to question him con- 
cerning the ground work of the guess. The Divine politely 
apologized by saying that “ he composed that part of the dis- 
course to preach at home.” 
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MORRISON & CONKLIN, 


dealers nr ran 




SILVER SPOONS, FORKS, ETO- 

Pardcolar attention paid to repairing Watches and Jewelry. Masonic and Knight Tem- 
plar Jewels manufactured to order. 

No. 186 JEFFERSON AVENUE, DETROIT. 

FRANE ITjTUT GROVE NUBSERT. 


A. R. WHITNEY, 

CULTIVATOR AND DEALER IN 

FRUIT & ORNAMENTAL TREES 

ROSES, DAHLIAS, HEDGE PLANTS, ETC. 

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL. 

FRANKLIN GROVE, - - - - LEE COUNTY, ILL. 


J. W. TILLMAN, 

Wholesale sod Retail Dealer In 

FTJK.3STI TUBE, 

Choirs, Looking Glasses, 

Willow Ware, Hair 8eating, Plush, Uphol- 
stery, Mattresses, Cabinet Makers’ Hardware, 
Mahogany, Varnish, Refrigerators, Shower- 
Baths, 4c. 

The Trade supplied at a liberal discount. 

144 Jefferson Avenue, Detroit. 


STARING & KAISER, 

(ncociMou or i. r. kincmam * co.) 
Wholesale and Retail Dealers in 

MEM k DOMESTIC FANCY GOODS. 

Clocks , Watches , Gold Jewelry , 
Combs, Brushes, Pins. Needles, Hooks and 
Eyes, Buttons, Thread, Silk, Twist, Guns, 
Pistols, Cutlery, Accordeons, Violins, and a 
general assortment of Yankee Notions, 

No. 14? Jefferson Avenue, 
Detroit , Mich. 

J. B. STARING. vSn? A. KAISER. 


MICHIGAN WIRE WORKS, 

Opposite the Russell House , Woodward Ave- 
nue, Detroit. 

SAMUEL ADAMS, 

MANUFACTURER OF 

PLAIN k ORNAMENTAL WIRE WORK, 

Brass and Iron Wire Cloth, up to No. 70 
Mesh, Screens for Flouring and Fan Mills, 
Sand and Coal Screens, Window Guards, 
Wood and Tin Bird Cages, Fire Fenders, Rid- 
dles, Selves and Safes, of all kinds. Lever 
Spring Rat Traps, Annealed and Bright Iron 
Win, Wholesale and Retail. ?8n* 


RICHMONDS A BACKUS, 

BOOKSELLERS, 

stationers anh §ookbinliers, 

DE8N0TER8’ BLOCK, 

Corner of Jefferson Avenue and Bates St. 
nearly opposite State Bank, 

Lodges supplied with Records, Monitors, 4c. 
Detroit, Mich. t3h« 

EDMUNDS, NORTH A CO. 

Dealtn in all kind, of Scanned 

lumbeti, gr^d 

SIDING AND CEILING, 

Barn Boardi, Shingles, Lath, 4e. 

OFFICE, 237 ATWATER ST. 

Detroit, Mich. itai 


T. A J. HINCHMAN, 

WHOLESALE DEALERS IN 

DRY GROCERIES, 

Drags, Chemicals. 

Patent Medicines, Paints, Oils, Brashes, Win 
dow Glass, Olass Ware, 4c., 4c. 

DETROIT. v*n* 

NEW YORK HOUSE OF REFRESHMENTS 

Griswold Street, 

Opposite Free Press Office , Detroit. 

The above House has recently been tho- 
roughly renovated and now stands second to 
none in the city. Visitors will find this a 
neat and comfortable place wherein to pass 
away a leisure hour and listen to the band of 
music always in attendance. 

Imported Wines, Liquors and Cigars, Oys- 
ters, Ale and Lager Beer. 

Ytn? A. LANbSBERG, Proprietor. 
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VOL IIL CHICAGO AND DETROIT, APRIL, 1858, NO. VIII. 

THE ACTION OF DETROIT COMMANDERY IN EX- 
PELLING SIR KNIGHTS WHO ARE MEMBERS 
OF PENINSULAR CHAPTER. — UNWARRANTED 
ASSUMPTION OF POWER. 


To what extent, if any, Sir Vm. B. Hubbard, Grand Mas- 
ter of Knights Templars of the U. S., is to be held respon- 
. sible for the action of Detroit Commandery in expelling 
Sir Knights Horace S. Roberts, Allyn Weston, and Geo. B. 
Ellsworth, because they are members of Peninsular Chapter, 
cannot be absolutely determined with the evidence before us. 
Had the communication, addressed to him by Sir N. P. Ja- 
cobs, been laid before the Commandery, (as it ought to have 
been,) it probably would have thrown some light on the sub- 
ject. The letter of Sir Kt. Hubbard makes no reference to 
Peninsular Chapter, and does not declare that body irregular 
or require the Commandery to institute any proceedings 

22 — VOL. HI. NO. VIII. 
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against Sir Knights who are members of said Chapter.* It 
gives no order, and is not in any sense a “ mandate,” as the 
resolution adopted on the 20th of Nov. styles it. It appears 
to be a private communication! to Sir Kt. Jacobs, enuncia- 
ting an opinion of a general principle. This is evident from 
the closing paragraph, which says : “ I will reply to the pro- 
ceedings under my warrant when the papers are officially 
before me.” 

What is the principle laid down by Sir Kt. Hubbard ? It 
is simply this : that the members of a Commandery should 
not be permitted to associate as R. A. Masons , with a Chap- 
ter which has been pronounced irregular or clandestine by the 
highest authority in R. A . Masonry. $ With this we have 
no fault to find, when fairly construed; indeed, we believe 
it to be correct.^ If there be any difficulty, it is in the ap- 
plication pf the principle. In the present case, however, we 
think there is no difficulty at all in applying it. Sir Kt. Ja- 
cobs undoubtedly referred in his communication to Sir Kt. 
Hubbard, to Peninsular Chapter, and yet the latter function- 
tionary did not feel willing to apply the principle laid 
down, to said Chapter. He carefully avoids any allusion 
to Peninsular Chapter. This is sufficient evidence to our 
mind that he was not willing to assume or decide that Penin- 
sular Chapter had been pronounced irregular or clandestine 
by the highest authority in R. A. Masonry. The members 
of Detroit Commandery (who had opposed Peninsular Chap- 
ter) were disappointed with the letter, and were unwilling to 

* A different impression, however, Is given by the resolution adopted on the 20th of No- 
vember, which says — “ in obedience to the mandate of the very Eminent Grand Master W. 
B. Hubbard, we do not recognise as Royal Arch Masons, in good standing, * the members of 
that irregular assembly’ denominated 4 Peninsular Chapter.’ ” 

t See letter on page 298 of last number. 

t The words of Sir Kt. Hubbard are, “ And [any member] If connecting or associating 
with a Chapter, especially as a member thereof, which Chapter was pronounced by the 
highest authority In Royal Arch Masonry to be clandestine or Irregular, and such Chapter, 
after such interdict and a knowledge thereof, still being held and continued in deflanoe of 
such authority, then it becomes the duty of your Commandery to see that none of yonr (or 
its) members are so living and acting with such clandestine or interdicted Chapter; and if, 
after notice and fkir hearing, the offending members are found guilty and will not withdraw 
therefrom, then their names should be stricken from the rolls of your Commandery,” etc. 

$ This principle is easily applied where there is no dispute or difference of opinion as to 
what is the highest authority. In a case where there Is such difference of opinion, the 
instances are few, if any, in which a Commandery (whatever might be Its own opinion) would 
be warranted in taking sides in the matter, and attempting to Influence the proceedings of 
Royal Arch bodies, by dealing with Kt. Templars jrho are connected with such bodies. 
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wait for the promised reply to the proceedings under the 
warrant of the Grand Master. 

Has Peninsular Chapter been declared illegal or irregular 
by the highest authority in R. A. Masonry ? To answer this 
question, we must first decide what is the highest authority. 
Our opponents claim that M. E. Chas. Gilman, G. G. H. P. 
of the G. G. C. of the U. S., is the highest authority ; and 
their action, we suppose, is based on his edict. Even if they 
were correct in this view, still their act of expelling Sir 
Kts. Roberts, Weston and Ensworth, would be an unwar- 
ranted proceeding, as a large majority of the R. A. Masons 
in Michigan think otherwise ; and, as the Grand Chapter of 
that State has solemnly decided otherwise. But our oppo- 
nents have not an inch of ground to stand upon, for it is 
clear as the noonday sun, that whoever is the highest author- 
ity in R. A. Masonry, M. E. Chas. Gilman is not. 

It must be remembered, in discussing the point under 
consideration, that the G. G. Chapter differs from a Grand 
Lodge, and that the State Grand Chapters are not subordi- 
nate bodies. They exist in and of themselves, without char- 
ter or warrant , and are sovereign bodies .* From them the 
G. G. Chapter derives all its authority, and has no powers 
but such as are specifically granted. It is an organization of 
limited and delegated powers. As the G. G. C. has no pow- 
ers or authority by Masonic usage, it follows as an axiom 
that its presiding officer can have no greater powers than it 
possesses, and can have and exercise only such powers as are 
expressly given to him. It is moreover obvious and plain , 
that he is restricted in the exercise of authority by the un- 
equivocal edicts and declarations of the G. G. C. 

At the last triennial convocation of the G. G. C., at Hart- 
ford, in 1856, the following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved , That the General Grand R. A. Chapter derives all its 
powers, by grant and delegation, from the respective Grand R. A. 
Chapters. 

It is well known that an appeal cannot be taken from a 

• See articles in November, December and January numbers. 
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Grand Master, to the Grand Lodge. In the convocation of 
the G. G. C., just referred to, the following resolution was 
advocated by Comps. Mackey, Pike, and others, and was 
adopted: 

Resolved , That an appeal does lie in all cases from the decision of 
the G. G. H. Priest to the G. G. Chapter, which alone can, in the last 
resort, by a vote of two-thirds of the members present, determine what 
is Masonic law and custom ; Provided , that this resolution, as a rule 
operating in the decisions of this G. G. Body shall only operate and 
have effect in this Grand body, and shall not be construed as operat- 
ing or having any effect in State Grand Chapters or their subordinates. 

Here is a clear distinction made between the powers and 
prerogatives of the G. G. H. P. and those of a Grand Mas- 
ter or Grand High Priest. As the G. G. H. P. has no pow- 
ers or rights by usage, as he has none but what are given him 
by the G. G. Chapter, that body must of necessity be greater 
than he is, and he is but its humble servant. Such is the 
view of the G. G. C. itself, and therefore it declares that it 
is the final arbiter to decide upon questions which may arise, 
and not its presiding head ; it decides that “ in all cases ” an 
appeal may be taken from his decision. It is obvious, then, 
that the G. G. H. Priest, even in vacation , is not the highest 
authority in R. A. Masonry, as his decisions may be reversed 
by the G. G. C. We need not elaborate this view, as the 
question of the authority of M. E. Chas. Gilman, to act in 
the case under consideration, has been clearly and definitely 
settled by the G. G. Chapter. 

In 1851, the Grand Chapter of New York granted a charter 
for Orient Chapter, on a petition which was not recommended 
.< by any Chapter . Prom its action, Ancient Chapter No. 1, of 
New York city, appealed to the G. G. Chapter at its convo- 
cation in 1853. The appeal was referred to the Committee 
on Grievances, which reported through Comp. Mackey as 
follows : 

The right of a Subordinate Chapter to appeal to this General Grand 
Chapter from the decisions of its Grand Chapter, is a right for the 
declaration of which your committee have in vain searched m the con- 
stitutions of this General Grand Chapter — it is a right, for the admis- 
sion of which they can find no precedent in the proceedings of this 
body — and the acknowledgment of which on the present occasion would 
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be furnishing a precedent that your committee believe would be pro- 
ductive of manifold important, and almost fatal, evils in the legislation 
of Royal Arch Masonry. The phrase in the second section of the first 
article of the constitution, which grants to the General Grand Chapter 
the power “to settle all difficulties which may arise,” seems to your 
committee to refer to difficulties which may arise between State Grand 
Chapters, and not to those occurring between these bodies and their 
subordinates. And your committee are led to this conclusion, because 
in a preceding part of the same section, it is asserted that this General 
Grand body “ shall have and maintain jurisdiction over all State Grand 
Chapters, and over Chapters in those States, Districts, Republics or 
Territories, which recognize this jurisdiction, and where there is no 
Grand Chapter regularly established agreeably to the provisions of 
this constitution — thus clearly confining the jurisdiction over Subor- 
dinate Chapters to those existing in States where there are no Grand 
Chapters Hence, e converso , where there is a Grand Chapter in a 
State, this grand body can have no jurisdiction over its subordinates 
except so far as acquired through the Grand Chapter . 

The appeal was dismissed. Orient Chapter remained on 
the registry of the G. C. of New York as a Chapter in good 
standing, and at the last convocation of the G. G. Chapter, 
Comp. Tucker rose to present a complaint from the Ancient 
Chapter against the G. C. of New York, when, on motion of 
Comp. Mackey, it was 

Resolved , That this G. G. Chapter cannot receive any docu- 
ment PURPORTING TO BE A COMPLAINT AGAINST A GRAND CHAPTER. ' 

Such are the declarations and authority by which M. E. 
Chas. Gilman is bound. Yet he receives a u complaint* 
against a Grand Chapter” and acts upon it. Is he the high- 
est authority , or is the G. G. Chapter ? Is the edict of the 
G. G. Chapter to be respected, or that of M. E. Chas. Gilman ? 
The G. G. Chapter says it “ cannot receive any document 
purporting to be a complaint against a Grand Chapter” and 
refuses to do so. Can M. E. Chas. Gilman receive one then ? 
Which is the highest authority , the G. G. Chapter , or M. E. 
Chas. Gilman? 

The foregoing settles the whole matter as far as Detroit 
Commandcry is concerned ; and proves clearly, and beyond 

• His edict commences thus : “ Wherees Information has been given, and complain* made 
to me by Monroe Chapter of R. A. Masons, a Chapter duly organised and held at the city of 
Detroit, in the State of Michigan, that the Grand Chapter above named has granted a war- 
rant,” etc. 
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all question, that the very authority (the 6. 6. C.) which 
our opponents pretend to hold in such reverence, has unequi- 
vocally decided that M. E. Chas. Gilman had no right even 
to receive a complaint against the Grand Chapter of Mich- 
igan — much more to pronounce Peninsular Chapter irregular 
and clandestine. The authority relied on by the Sir Knights 
who opposed Peninsular Chapter, not only does not sustain 
their action, but condemns it. What pretence of authority, 
then, had the Commandery for expelling Sir Knights Roberts, 
Weston and Ens worth? None whatever; on the contrary, 
taking them on their own ground, they did it in the face and 
eyes of authority, plainly and clearly expressed — so explicit 
and unambiguous that a child can understand it. 

It is hardly necessary for us to say that we regard neither 
the G. G. H. P. nor the G. G. Chapter as the “ highest author- 
ity” in the case under consideration. The Grand Chapter of 
Michigan, the sovereign body which chartered u Peninsular 
Chapter,”* and has recently approved the action of its High 
Priest in sustaining that organization against the attack of 
M. E. Chas. Gilman, is, in our estimation, the “highest 
authority.” As, however, the authority relied on by our 
opponents — the G. G. Chapter — is directly against them , we 
shall not occupy space in repeating the views which have been 
fully expressed in previous articles. 

What does the action of Detroit Commandery really amount 
to? An attempt to interfere with , and control , the action of 
the Grand Chapter of Michigan , and its subordinates . A 
question in R. A. Masonry arises in the Grand Chapter, about 
which there is an honest difference of opinion. The decision 
which is arrived at by that body is thought to be wrong by a 
majority of a Commandery in the State. The members com- 
posing that majority, at a meeting of the Commandery, pass 
a resolution requiring its members to regard as null and 
void the decision of the Grand Chapter. Some of the mem- 
bers do not obey the resolution, and they are immediately 
expelled. Is this anything but an unwarranted attempt 

• 8ee oar articles in previous numbers. 
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to compel Sir Knights to act in other Masonic bodies, just 
as a majority of the Commandery may think right ? This 
is indeed a dangerous proceeding, and involves a great prin- 
ciple. Are we, as R. A. Masons and as Master Masons, to 
be dictated to by a majority of the Commandery to which wc 
belong, as to our action in Chapters and Lodges ? Where is 
this to stop ? If a Chapter may be so lightly declared clan- 
destine, a Lodge may be ; this or that resolution of a Grand 
Chapter or Grand Lodge may be pronounced nugatory, and 
Sir Knights ordered to regard it accordingly. Indeed, this 
action may, with consistency, be carried still further. Com- 
manderies may instruct their members, beforehand , how to 
act in Grand Chapters and Grand Lodges, or in the subordi- 
nates of those bodies. There is no end to this. With equal 
propriety Commanderies may seek to control all important 
questions in other Masonic bodies. We think our readers 
must see that in the expulsion of Sir Knights Roberts, Weston 
and Ensworth, an unwarranted step has been taken, involving 
a great principle ; an act has been committed without right or 
precedent, which, sustained, would lead to incalculable mis- 
chief, and subvert the strongest foundations of the Masonic 
edifice. 


Mopses. — In 1738 Pope Clement XII had issued a Bull, 
condemning and forbidding the practice of the rites of Free- 
masonry. Several Brethren in the Catholic States of Ger- 
many, unwilling to renounce the Order, and yet fearful of 
offending the ecclesiastical authority, formed, in 1740, under 
the name of Mopses , what was pretended to be a new associ- 
ation, devoted to the papal hierarchy, but which was in truth 
nothing else than Freemasonry under a less offensive appel- 
lation. It was patronized by the most illustrious persons of 
Germany, and many Princes of the Empire were its Grand 
Masters. The title is derived from the German word mops , 
signifying a young mastiff, and was indicative of the mutual 
fidelity and attachment of the Brethren, these virtues being 
characteristic of that noble animal . — Masonic Lexicon. 
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LOOKING ON THE BRIGHT SIDE. 
gtUctm. 

“ Old Man, I prythee, tell me why 
Ton always wear a smile, 

Though others oft look wan and sad, 

How do you care beguile? 

Though doomed to care and penury, 

And bowing down with age, 

Tet, still light-hearted, blithe and gay. 

You tread life's weary stage." 

# # # # 

“I'll tell thee all, my Youthful Friend," 

The good old man replied, 

* “ Whate’er may hap, I always look 
Upon the brightest side. 

O’er all the land there’s not a man, 

How hard soe’er his lot, 

But, if he will, can often find 
A bright and sunny spot. 

“ I ’ve lived and toiled for many a year, 

Beneath the summer’s sun. 

And, in the winter, cold and drear, 

My labor still went on: 

And in that varied course of years 
Did much of ill betide, 

But still I always strove to look 
Upon the brightest side. 

“ When sickness came, and hour of pain 
Dragged wearily along, 

And mourning sad and murmuring vain 
Dropped from my feeble tongue, 

Kind hearts were there, and kindly words 
Fell softly on my ear, 

And loving ones were always nigh, 

My fainting heart to cheer. 

“And through a long and wearied life, 

I ’ve learned this lesson well — 

That in this world of care and strife, 

There ’s more of good than ill ; 

And, e’en in poverty and toil. 

Peace with us will abide; 

Man may be happy, if he will 
~ But see the brightest side." 
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ANTI-MASONRY IN MASSAC HU SETT S — 1 830. 


To illustrate the spirit of the Anti-Masons in the time of the Mor- 
gan excitement, the following, taken from the Boston Bulletin of 
1830, possesses much interest : 

Of all projects in this age of expedients, none is more prolific 
of low-lived tricks, calculated and adapted to catch the undiscerning 
vulgar, than that of putting down Masonry. The first step was to get 
up a hue and cry — and that without any sufficient evidence — ever 
since, resort has been had to every species of trickery and deception, 
which can be supposed to influence the minds of people, who are easily 
prejudiced and satisfied with superficial appearances. One of these 
underhand measures may be instanced in the appointment of many 
respectable men as delegates to the Anti-Masonic Convention,' (if it 
should not rather be called the disturbers’ mob,) who, unwilling to 
lend the influence of their names to a project of such infamous charac- 
ter, and ashamed of even the appearance of that disgrace which at- 
taches of right to Anti-Masons, took a decided stand in the public 
prints, and testified so far in favor of Masonry as to say, that they 
never knew any thing wrong to be done by the Masonic Fraternity, 
and were not convinced that anything bad existed in the nature of their 
bond of union. The influence unexpectedly turned against the dis- 
turbers — the impartial testimony of these unprejudiced men — must 
have a due and salutary effect 

Another vile expedient has been made use of, with more effect, by 
an attempt to distort a sentence in the Farewell Address of Washing- 
ton, to evidence against Masonry. The plain state of the case is this : 
Washington was a Mason — he knew the value of the Institution quite 
as well, probably, as those whose misconduct and evil characters have 
caused them to be expelled alike from the Masonic Fraternity and 
from all associations of decent men. He said in a letter to the Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts, written near the close of his life, that he 
hoped the Institution of Masonry would flourish, because he thought it 
calculated to advance the good and the happiness of mankind. Wash- 
ington was not ignorant — he was a Mason — was he insincere ? Was 
he false ? Who dares accuse him ? Surely those will not who rely 
upon another assertion to show that the Father of his country, knowing 
what Masonry was, looked upon it with suspicion. But here is their 
wanton and wicked falsehood made apparent. Omitting to mention 
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this direct testimony in favor of Masonry, they say that Wash- 
ington alluded to Masonry, when, in his Farewell Address, he 
cautioned the public to “ beware of secret societies” This is 
plausible, and has been for the advantage of the disturbers. Rut 
Washington was speaking in an official capacity upon political subjects, 
and is it not more probable that he alluded to the secret political asso- 
ciations, which at that time disturbed the peace and overthrew not 
merely the institutions but the private rights of the people of Europe ? 
Did he not allude to the political clubs of Paris, which, about that 
time, were the rulers in the reign of terror ? That he did not refer, 
even remotely and by implication, to Masonry, is evident, because he 
afterwards bore direct testimony in writing to the good character of 
the Institution. We say that when Anti-Masons and seceders thus 
pervert the truth in the one instance, they prove the baseness of their 
characters and purposes, and show themselves utterly unworthy of 
credit 

To the immediate cause of these remarks, is an attempt on the part 
of the disturbers to influence the legislature in the choice of a clergy- 
man to preach the next election sermon, by distributing the following 
parapraphs in the form of a handbill, in the seats of the members of 
the House — an interference which we know many members not Masons 
considered equally impertinent and inefficient. 

14 Look ! then judge ! — It is now placed beyond a reasonable 
doubt, that the secrets of Freemasonry are exposed to the public. 
These secrets can be read at pleasure by those who have never sub- 
mitted to the degrading ceremonies of being initiated into a Lodge, as 
well as by those who have. The people have now become equal judges 
of its value, and know its bearing upon their civil and political inter- 
ests. Can we indulge the belief then, for a moment, that our great 
and good men (and especially our ministers,) have never looked at 
them r And while community are so much agitated, is it not reason- 
able to suppose that the Rev. Mr. Osgood has inquired into the cause ? 
We will take it for granted that a man of his research has perused 
them, and being a Freemason, must know they are true, and knows 
full well the cause of this excitement. Boasting is not in the province 
of God’s ministers. But when we behold such boasting as in the 
sermon by the Rev. Samuel Osgood, of Springfield, Massachusetts, 
delivered at the consecration of Orient Lodge, East Hartford, Conn., 
Sept 25th, 1822, we shall be led to cry, Thou boastest thyself of 
mighty things, 0 man ! We would invite you, gentlemen, to procure, 
if possible, this sermon, from which the following is extracted, and 
read it ; you can see what Freemasons believed Masonry to be in 
1822, and then ask the question, Is not the inquiry as to speculative 
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Freemasonry a righteous inquiry ? Mr. Osgood says : * Perhaps some 
smile at the idea of any controling influence in our Fraternity ; but 
let such be informed that we are not so imbecile as some imagine. 
We are not armed with civil power — we do not need it. If our members 
have a disposition to be unjust, they barb not encounter the censures 
of a community so extensive, respectable, and powerful in its influence 
as that to which we belong. I had rather appeal to a well governed 
Lodge for the redress of an injury , than to a Court of Justice . I 
had rather trust the vindication of a character, touched by the rude 
hand of malice, to my Masonic Brethren , than to a Jury of my 
country, — for the former would not award my damages in silver and 
gold, but compel my calumniator publicly to announce my innocence.* 

4 ‘Can such a man, boasting that he belongs to an Institution that 
has laws independent of the laws of his country, and to which he would 
rather appeal than to those of our beloved Commonwealth — we say, 
can such a man, who has no allegiance to our laws, and no fealty to 
<mr government from choice, at this crisis, and while the Argus eyes of 
a jealous community are fastened upon him, be a suitable minister to 
be selected to preach the election sermon ? 

“ There can be no doubt of the ability of the man to perform the 
duty ; but the principle is the thing. A just indignation has been 
created against an Institution which fosters in its bosom the violators 
of the law ; and the people cannot be satisfied in their demand for 
justice, so long as men or the standing of the Rev. Mr. Osgood, give 
their countenance to the perpetrators of crime by continuing in this 
wicked Institution. 

“ We leave those to say who hold their office at the suffrage of the 
people, and their constituents' will then say, whether they have done 
right or wrong. Vox Populi.” 

On the first balloting for a preacher, Mr. Osgood had a few votes, 
among many other candidates, who had each a few — the election was 
postponed over one day— on the morning of the intermediate day, the 
above was found in the House — the day after, Mr. Osgood had about 
the same number of votes as before, but was not elected — being in the 
same case as a dozen or fifteen others. 

But setting aside the turpitude of this attempt to interfere with 
the business of the general Court, let us see if any thing exists in the 
paragraph which might be esteemed cause for alarm. The amount of 
what Mr. Osgood says in the paragraph quoted, is this, — and we do 
not fear that our construction will be contradicted by the context of 
the sermon : — 

Our Fraternity exercises a controling moral influence, of such ex- 
tent and power over “ our members” that, if they would, they dare 
not perpetrate injustice in the face of our censures. 

So complete is this power, in a well governed Lodge, that if one of 
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our members injures or calumniates me, I should feel sure of a more 
perfect redress by appealing to the Lodge, than by submitting to a trial 
by jury — for the latter would only give me a sum of money to pay the 
damage sustained, whereas the former would see that a just and 
adequate satisfaction was made by the aggressor. 

We are not at all frightened by the exercise of such a power by so 
respectable a body of men — and we cannot doubt that such a power 
is exercised, when we perceive that “ men of the standing of the 
Rev . Mr. Osgood ” assert it so frequently and unequivocally. 

It would, perhaps, be information worth having, if we could ascer- 
tain how much of the expense of printing this handbill was paid by a 
man who has felt the weight of the influence he seems to deprecate — 
who has been turned out of a Lodge for immoral and unjust conduct, 
and who now continues to be driven on by the flagrant baseness of his 
character, to this species of revenge against a community of which be 
was an unworthy member. 


Duties op the W. M. — There is too often a desire on the 
part of Masters to shift the responsibility properly belonging 
to themselves, on to the bodies over which they preside. In 
all matters in which the W. M. can be held accountable, he 
must exercise his own judgment, and act accordingly. For 
instance, he is responsible for the work done in his Lodge. 
He has no right to initiate a candidate who is maimed or 
deformed, even if every member desires him to do so. He 
cannot act on their judgment, but must be governed by his 
own. As he has great responsibility, he has great power, 
and is bound by the strongest obligations to maintain that 
power and the dignity of his office. This is frequently for- 
gotten by the occupant of the East, who regards himself as 
an humble individual, and not, as he in fact is, a representa- 
tive of King Solomon, possessing arbitrary power, which for 
the dignity of his position and the honor of the Institution, he 
must exert. Whether he be wiser than his fellows, matters 
not ; he is presumed to be, and they have selected him to 
exercise the authority pertaining to the exalted position 
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which he holds. Nothing so lowers the dignity of Masonry, 
and perverts it from its true objects, as to put every motion 
made in a Lodge, and allow Brethren to decide all questions 
which arise. Such is not Masonry. Our Institution differs 
from all others, and we must sustain its peculiar character- 
istics, or it will cease to be what it has been and what it is. 
Sometimes when in Lodges, we almost think ourselves in a 
political meeting. On every topic which arises, no matter 
how trivial or what its nature, a motion is made, and if the 
Brethren are dilatory in so doing, the W. M. says, “ Brethren , 
what is your pleasure ?” Instead thereof, in a large num- 
ber of cases, he should say what is his pleasure, and direct 
the Brethren to govern themselves accordingly. 

In no case should a Master permit an appeal to be taken 
from his decision. Such an act strikes at the very foundation of 
his authority. “This may, at first sight,” says Bro. Mackey, 
“ appear to be giving too despotic power to the Master. But a 
slight reflection will convince any one that there can be but 
little danger of oppression from one so guarded and con- 
trolled, as a Master is, by the sacred obligations of his office, 
and the supervision of the Grand Lodge, while the placing 
in the hands of the Craft so powerful, and at times, with bad 
spirits, so annoying a privilege as that of immediate appeal, 
would necessarily tend to impair the energies and lessen the 
dignity of the Master, while it would be subversive of that 
spirit of discipline which pervades every part of the Institu- 
tion, and to which it is mainly indebted for its prosperity and 
perpetuity.” It is therefore a serious injury to the Institu- 
tion which a W. M. perpetrates when he permits his Lodge 
to decide on matters in which the responsibility properly de- 
volves on himself. 


19 ^ Let not Masons forget that temperance is one of the 
cardinal virtues of our Institution. This virtue should be 
carefully observed, not only for our own benefit, but that we 
may set a good example. 
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THE LODGE AS A SYMBOL OF THE WORLD.* 

33fi Bro. «. ®. Jftffcktg. 

***##*#* 

As each individual Mason has been supposed to be the symbol of a 
spiritual temple — “a temple not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens” — the Lodge or collected assemblage of these Masons is 
adopted as a symbol of the world. 

It is in the first degree of Masonry, more particularly, that this 
species of symbolism is developed. In its details it derives the char- 
acteristics of resemblance upon which it is founded, from the form, the 
supports, the ornaments, and general construction and internal organi- 
zation of a Lodge, in all of which the symbolic reference to the world 
is beautifully and consistently sustained. 

The form of a Masonic Lodge is said to be a parallelogram or 
oblong square — its greatest length being from east to west — its breadth 
from north to south. A square, a circle, a triangle, or any other 
form but that of an oblong square , would be eminently incorrect and 
unmasonic, because such a figure would not be an expression of the 
symbolic idea which is intended to be conveyed. 

Now, as the world is a globe, or, to speak more accurately, an 
oblate spheroid, the attempt to make an oblong square its symbol, 
would seem at first view to present insuperable difficulties. But the 
system of Masonic symbolism has stood the test of too long an expe- 
rience to be easily found at fruit, and, therefore, this veiy symbol 
furnishes a striking evidence of the antiquity of the order. At the 
Solomonic era — the era of the building of the temple at Jerusalem — 
the world, it must be remembered, was supposed to have that veiy 
oblong form, which has been here symbolized. If, for instance, on a 
map of the world, we should inscribe an oblong figure whose bounda- 
ry lines would circumscribe and include just that portion which was 
known and inhabited in the days of Solomon, these lines running a 
short distance north and south of the Mediterranean sea, and extend- 
ing from Spain in the west to Asia Minor in the east, would form an 
oblong square, including the southern shore of Europe, the northern 
shore of Africa, and the western district of Asia, the length of the 
parallelogram being about sixty degrees from east to west, and its 
breadth being about twenty degrees from north to south. This oblong 
square, thus inclosing the whole of what was then supposed to be the 

• From the American Quarterly Review of Frwnnomy. 
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habitable globe, would precisely represent what is symbolically said to 
be the farm of the Lodge , while the Pillars of Hercules in the west, 
on each side of the Straits of Gades or Gibraltar, might appropriately 
be referred to the two pillars that stood at the porch of the temple. 

A Masonic Lodge is, therefore, a symbol of the world. 

This symbol is sometimes, by a very usual figure of speech, extend- 
ed in its application, and the world and the universe are made synony- 
mous, when the Lodge becomes of course a symbol of the universe. 
But in this case the definition of the symbol is extended, and to the 
ideas of length and breadth are added those of height and depth, and 
the Lodge is said to assume the form of a double cube. The solid 
contents of the earth below and the expanse of the heavens above will 
then give the outlines of the cube, and the whole created universe be 
included within the symbolic limits of a Mason’s Lodge. 

By always remembering that the Lodge is the symbol, in its form 
and extent, of the world, we are enabled, readily and rationally, to 
explain many other symbols, attached principally to the first degree, 
and we are enabled to collate and compare them with similar symbols 
of other kindred institutions of antiquity, for it should be observed 
that this symbolism of the world, represented by a place of initiation, 
widely pervaded all the ancient^ rites and mysteries. 

It will, no doubt, be interesting to extend our investigations on this 
this subject, with a particular view to the method in which this symbol- 
ism of the world or the universe was developed, in some of its most 
prominent details ; and for this purpose I shall select the mystical 
explanation of the officers of a Lodge, its covering , and a portion of 
its ornaments . 

The Three Principal Officers of a Lodge are, it is needless to 
say, situated in the east, the west and the south. Now, bearing in 
mind that the Lodge is a symbol of the world or the universe, the 
reference of these three officers to the sun at its rising, its setting and 
its meridian height, must at once suggest itself. 

This is the first development of the symbol, and a very brief in- 
quiry will furnish ample evidence of its antiquity and its univer- 
sality. 

* # # * # * 

The Covering of the Lodge is another, and must be our last 
reference to this symbolism of the world or the universe. The mere 
mention of the feet that this covering is figuratively supposed to be 
M a clouded canopy,” or the firmamont, on which the host of stars is 
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represented, will be enough to indicate the continued allusion to the 
symbolism of the world. The Lodge, as a representative of the world, 
is of course supposed to have no other roof than the heavens, and it 
would scarcely be necessary to enter into any discussion on the subject, 
were it not that another symbol — the Theological Ladder — is so 
intimately connected with it, that the one naturally suggests the other. 
Now, this mystic ladder, which connects the ground-floor of the Lodge 
with its roof or covering, is another important and interesting link 
which binds, with one common chain, the symbolism and ceremonies 
of Freemasonry, and the symbolism and rites of the ancient initiations. 

This mystical ladder, which in Masonry is referred to “ the theologi- 
cal ladder which Jacob in his vision saw, reaching from earth to hea- 
ven,” was widely dispersed among the religions of antiquity, where it 
was always supposed to consist of seven rounds or steps. 

* # * * # * 

There is, then, an anomaly in giving to the mystical ladder of Ma- 
sonry only three rounds. It is an anomaly, however, with which 
Masonry has had nothing to do. The error arose from the ignorance 
of those inventors who first engraved the Masonic symbols for our 
monitors. The ladder of Masonry, like the equipollent ladders of its 
kindred institutions, always had seven steps, although in modern times 
the three principal or upper ones are alone alluded to. These rounds, 
beginning at the lowest, are Temperance , Fortitude , Prudence , Ju* 
tice , Faith , Hope, and Charity . Charity, therefore, takes the same 
place in the ladder of Masonic virtues as the Sun does in the ladder 
of planets. In the ladder of metals we find gold, and in that of 
colors, yellow, occupying the same elevated position. * Now, St. Paul 
explains Charity as signifying, not alms-giving, which is the modern 
popular meaning, but love — that love which “ suffereth long and is 
kind and when in our lectures on this subject, we speak of it as the 
greatest of virtues, because when Faith is lost and Hope has ceased, 
it extends “ beyond the grave to realms of endless bliss,” we there 
refer it to the feivine Love of our Creator. But Portal, in his Essay 
on Symbolic Colors, informs us that the Sun represents Divine Love, 
and gold indicates the goodness of God. 

So that if Charity is equivalent to Divine Love, and Divine Love 
is represented by the Sun, and lastly, if Charity be the topmost round 
of the Masonic ladder, then again we arrive, as the result of our 
researches, at the symbol so often already repeated of the solar orb. 
The natural Sun or the spiritual Sun — the Sun, either as the vivifying 
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principle of animated nature, and therefore the special object of adora- 
tion, or as the most prominent instrument of the Creator’s benevo- 
lence, was ever a leading idea in the symbolism of antiquity. 

It prevalence, therefore, in the Masonio Institution, is a pregnant 
evidence of the close analogy existing between it and all these systems. 
How that analogy was first introduced, and how it is to be explained, 
without detriment to the purity and truthfulness of our own religious 
character, would involve a long inquiry into the origin of Freemason- 
ry, and the history of its connection with the ancient systems. 

These researches might have been extended still further ; enough, 
however, has been said to establish the following leading principles : 

1. That Freemasonry is, strictly speaking, a science of symbolism. 

2. That in this symbolism it bears a striking analogy to the same 
science, as seen in the mystic rites of the ancient religions. 

8. That as in these ancient religions the universe was symbolized 
to the candidate, and the Sun, as its vivifying principle, made the 
object of his adoration, or least of his veneration, so in Masonry, the 
Lodge is made the representative of the world or the universe, and the 
Sun is presented as its most prominent symbol. 

4. That this identity of symbolism proves an identity of origin, 
which identity of origin can be shown to be strictly compatible with 
the true religious sentiment of Masoniy. 

5. And fifthly and lastly, that the whole symbolism of Freemason- 
ry has an exclusive reference to what the Kabalists have called the 
ALGABIL — the Matter Builder — him, whom Freemasons have de- 
signated as the Grand Architect of the Universe. 


SIDNEY EGGLESTON, OF ROMEO, AN EXPELLED MASON. 


An error occurred in our report of the proceedings of the 
Grand Lodge of Michigan, in the February number. We 
stated that Sidney Eggleston, who had been expelled by 
Romeo Lodge from all the rights and benefits of Masonry, 
was restored by the Grand Lodge. This was a mistake. 
The Grand body refused to restore him to the rights and 
benefits of Masonry, and Sidney Eggleston is now an 
expelled Mason. 

23 — vol. ra. no. tui. 
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MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE — QUERIES AND 
REPLIES. 


Bro. Weston : — In balloting for candidates, is it optional with 
each member whether or not he vote ? Can the W. M. oblige him to 
vote ? Please answer through Tre Ashlar. 

Ans. It is the duty of every member to vote in balloting, 
and thereby assume his share of the responsibility. He has 
no right to shrink from the performance of a plain duty. 
Besides, if it were optional with each member, whether or 
not he deposited a ball, by a combination it might easily be 
discovered who cast a black ball. Thus the great principle 
of the secrecy of the ballot would be violated. Each mem- 
ber present should cast a ball, unless excused by unanimous 
consent. 

Dear Sir and Brother : — Can the W. M. refuse to admit into the 
Lodge room, when the Lodge is in session, a Master Mason in good 
standing, who desires to be admitted ? 

Ans. He can, if he have good cause for so doing. He 
is responsible, however, for his action, to the Grand Lodge, 
which, for an unwarranted exercise of such power, would 
punish him. 

Editor of The Ashlar : 

Sir — Should the obligation be administered to a visiting Brother, v 
before or after the examination ? There appears to be a difference of 
opinion among our members. 

Ans. It is entirely a matter of discretion with the Bre- 
thren who examine. We do not regard it as very material, 
whether the T. 0 . is administered before or after the exami- 
nation. There are those, however, who contend that it 
should come after. We think it best to administer it at the 
commencement, and such is our practice. 

My Dear Weston : — Will you publish in the next number of The 
Ashlar, (if there is no objection to so doing,) the T. 0 . to be taken 
by a visiting Brother at the time of examination ? 

Ans. We think that published by Bro. Mackey, in his 
“ Principles of Masonic Law,” includes every thing that is 
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necessary. We sometimes put in a clause, that “ I have not 
seceded or renounced Masonry ;” but this seems to be in- 
cluded in the phrase — u and know of no good reason why I 
should not hold Masonic communication with my Brethren.” 
The form given by Bro. Mackey, is as follows : 

“ I, A. B., do hereby and hereon solemnly and sincerely 
swear, that I have been regularly initiated, passed and raised 
to the sublime degree of a Master Mason, in a just and legal- 
ly constituted Lodge of such ; that I do not now stand sus- 
pended or expelled, and know of no good reason why I should 
not hold Masonic communication with my Brethren.” 

Bro. W., Editor of The Ashlar : — A Mason belonging to a distant 
Lodge, resides in the jurisdiction of our Lodge, and a Brother wishes 
to prefer charges against him for acts done here. Can he prefer them 
before our Lodge ? 

Ans. He can. 

Dear Brother Weston : — Can a petition be withdrawn from a 
Lodge, after it has been balloted on, without a unanimous vote of the 
Lodge, or even then ? A petition was presented to our Lodge, and 
the candidate was balloted for. Two black balls appeared against 
him. A motion was then offered, by one who recommended the peti- 
tion, to reconsider the vote. This was carried by one majority. He 
then asked the privilege to withdraw the petition ; and it was granted, 
)>y a vote of eight against seven. 

Ans. The course pursued was highly unmasonic. After 
the ballot was taken, and the result known, the petition 
could not be withdrawn. The candidate was rejected, and 
should have been so declared. The course pursued effectual- 
ly destroyed the efficacy of the ballot, that great bulwark of 
our Order. 


Demit. — A Mason is said to demit from the Order when he 
withdraws from all connection with it. It relieves the indi- 
vidual from all pecuniary contributions, and debars him from 
pecuniary relief, but it does not cancel his Masonic obligations, 
nor exempt him from that wholesome control which the Order 
exercises over the moral conduct of its members. In this 
respect the maxim is, once a Mason and always a Mason . — 
Masonic Lexicon. 
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THE G. G. CHAPTER OF THE U. 8. 

EXTRACT FROM TBS ADDRESS OF M. E. 8ALATHIKL C. COFFIN BERET. 

( Continued from Page 818 .) 

Another grave and important question now arises for your 
consideration and decision. Has the General Grand High 
Priest the right, power, or authority, by his edict, decree, or 
mandate, to suspend or clandestinize a Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons duly constituted by a State Grand Chapter ? 

The only power he does possess, in this respect, must be 
derived from Sec. 2, Art. I, of the Constitution of the Gen- 
eral Grand Chapter, as the proper executive head of that 
Body ; and the provisions of this Section limit the exercise 
of this power to such subordinate Chapters only, as are not 
in the jurisdiction of a State Grand Chapter, and only then 
for a particular offence, — the violation, knowingly , of the 
provisions of the Constitution of the General Grand Chapter. 
Hence, there must be an end of the question, and it must fol- 
low, that whatever may be the offence of a subordinate Chap- 
ter, it is for the State Grand Chapter having jurisdiction of 
such subordinate to investigate the offence, and administer 
the necessary discipline. 

But, to justify the suspension of Peninsular Chapter, it is 
claimed that the Grand Chapter had been guilty of a flagi- 
tious violation of the Constitution of the General Grand 
Chapter, in granting a charter to Peninsular Chapter. This 
is by no means conceded ; but, to test the cogency of the ar- 
gument, let us suppose that this charge is well-founded, and 
that the Grand Chapter of Michigan had, in granting that 
charter, knowingly violated that instrument. Would that 
circumstance confer jurisdiction or authority that is not 
granted by the Constitution ? The proposition is absurd in 
the extreme. The most that he can do, is to suspend the 
Grand Chapter. He cannot visit the transgressions of the 
creating power upon the creature. After having exerted the 
ultimatum of his power, the newly created subordinate still 
stands fully accredited before the Masonic world, under the 
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sanction of a charter, or warrant, giving them full power to 
work, under the authority of a Body fully competent to grant 
such a warrant. Under whatsoever irregularity the warrant 
or charter may have been granted, no cotemporary can have 
the right to review the action of the Grand Body granting 
it, with* the view to its vitiation, ^question its authority, or 
to look behind the sanction of its seal. 

Let us examine the circumstances attending the extraordi- 
nary exercise of power by the General Grand High Priest, 
in attempting to suspend Peninsular Chapter. 

It appears from the Proclamation of that General Grand 
officer, that Monroe Chapter, one of our subordinates, had 
filed a complaint before him, against this Grand Chapter, set- 
ting forth grievances, and praying the interposition of his 
official power to redress and discontinue those grievances. 
The very filing of such complaint, by Monroe Chapter, was 
an act of insubordination, on her part, to the Constitution, 
laws, and edicts of this Grand Chapter, and should have met 
with the prompt reprehension and summary rebuke of the 
General Grand High Priest, instead of his silent aid and 
encouragement in their rebellious disobedience. That high 
functionary, however, disregarding the edicts of the General 
Grand Chapter, and in open violation of one which had been 
so recently adopted that it was fresh in the mind of every in- 
telligent Royal Arch Mason, declaring that that General Grand 
Body would not receive any paper purporting to be a com- 
plaint of a subordinate Chapter against its Grand Chapter, 
receives the complaint, and entertains it, and without notice 
to this Grand Chapter, or any of its officers, proceeds, ex 
parte , to judgment — upon what evidence, how, or when taken, 
or whether upon any, except the complaint of a rebellious 
Chapter, this Grand Body is not permitted to know. The 
first that is known of the whole matter, is the order to the 
High Priest of Peninsular Chapter to suspend, and the in- 
formation that his Chapter is a clandestine body, the sanction 
of the Grand Chapter of Michigan to the contrary notwith- 
standing. If the General Grand High Priest had jurisdic- 
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tion of a matter of this kind, and if he were clothed with 
full power to adjudicate it, there is no rule of equity or law, 
(much less of Masonry, which abounds in charity and lenient 
indulgences,) that would justify a condemnation without a 
hearing in defence, much less such a judgment without even 
a notice of the complainfPlo the accused. 

It has been claimed that the edict which was violated by 
this act of the General Grand High Priest, was an unsound 
and an unsalutary provision of the General Grand Chapter, 
and ought not to be entitled to any binding force ; and that 
the General Grand High Priest did well in receiving, enter- 
taining, and acting upon the complaint of Monroe Chapter. 
It seems that the General Grand Chapter thought differently 
as recently as September, 1856 ; for it was then, at Hartford, 
Connecticut, at its last General Grand Convocation, that its 
wisdom suggested and adopted it. But, admitting that the 
edict is impolitic and unsound, is it possible that the opinion 
can be sincerely held, that an officer who is bound by the 
most solemn engagements to maintain and support such an 
edict, can set it at naught, and trample it under his feet, be- 
cause his judgment suggests that it is not founded in wisdom ? 

I am forcibly led to believe, however, that that edict is 
founded in wisdom, and, when truly interpreted, shows the 
experience and logical acumen of the mind which designed 
it. The doctrine, as I conceive, is this : That a subordinate 
Chapter cannot complain of its Grand Chapter, without a 
violation of its engagements to stand to and abide by the 
laws, rules, and regulations, and to maintain and support the 
Constitution, laws and edicts of its Grand Chapter ; so, that 
if a Chapter by its complaints and refusal to submit to the 
ruling of its Grand Chapter, thus places itself in the atti- 
tude of rebellion, its complaints ought not to be heard or 
received, and its grievances ought not to be redressed ; for, 
to hear, receive, or redress then*, would be to encourage re- 
bellion and insubordination, and to stultify the Grand Chap- 
ters in the execution of their laws and the enforcement of 
their edicts. 
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The most remarkable features of this circumstance of des- 
potic usurpation, are the following : 

First. That it presents the highest Royal Arch Masonic 
official functionary openly violating an edict of the august 
Body over which he presides, whose dignity he is bound to 
vindicate, and whose laws and edicts he has pledged himself, 
by the most solemn obligations, to respect and execute. 

Second. That, by the violation of this edict, he did not 
only set a bad example in Masonry, but he did it to encour- 
age and aid a subordinate Chapter in rebellion and contuma- 
cy against her Grand Chapter, thereby destroying harmony 
and creating discord. 

Third. That this Grand Chapter was not permitted a 
hearing in defence of her action, contrary to all usage, legal 
and Masonic, contrary to common courtesy, and contrary to 
justice and equity. 

Fourth . That it has ever been the usage and policy, in all 
Masonic bodies, to look upon all errors, committed in good 
faith, with Masonic charity and indulgence ; and this usage, 
in carrying into effect the true spirit and genius of the In- 
stitution, has always found it expedient to legalize, heal, 
and sanction such errors, rather than to follow them with 
severe penalties and ex parte judgments. 

Fifth. That if this Grand Chapter were even guilty of 
the offence imputed to it, — that of knowingly violating the 
Constitution of the General Grand Chapter — the punishment 
has been inflicted upon an innocent party. The Grand Chap- 
ter should have been the victim, not Peninsular Chapter 
No. 16. 

This act of the General Grand High Priest appears to me 
to be an act of wanton tyranny. That functionary knows, 
full well, that he has no power to issue and enforce a man- 
date, except in those States, Districts, Territories and Re- 
publics where no Grand Chapters have been established, in 
any instance, under any circumstances, or under any pretence. 
That, only, can be a mandate, which is final and conclusive 
in its effect. That cannot be a mandate, which leaves an 
alternative to the subject, or an option to obey or not, as he 
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himself may determine. That cannot be a mandate, which 
depends for its validity or effect upon the future determina- 
tion of a higher power than that which issues the command, 
or the subsequent action of some other tribunal. And this 
is the difference between the orders of the General Grand 
High Priest and the orders of the Grand High Priest of a 
State Grand Chapter. Those of the Grand High Priest are 
imperative and sovereign, and from them there is no appeal ; 
those of the General Grand High Priest are conditional, and 
dependent upon future events to give them validity — from 
them there is an appeal, and it is optional to obey or not, as 
the subject may elect. When these two powers come into 
conflict, no question can exist as to the duty of the subject. 
The lesser must yield to the greater. The order of the one 
is definite, absolute, and final — it is a mandate, and must be 
obeyed; while that of the other, at most, may become a 
mandate — it is not definitive, for it awaits the action of the 
General Grand Chapter, (if appealed to,) to confirm the 
order of the General Grand High Priest, to give it validity 
as a final command, and it is optional to the subject to obey 
or to appeal, as he may see proper. At the last convocation 
of the General Grand Chapter, the following resolution was 
adopted by that Body : 

Resolved , That an appeal does lie, in all cases, from the decision 
of the General Grand High Priest to the General Grand Chapter, 
which alone can, in the last resort, by a vote of two-thirds of the mem- 
bers present, determine what is the Masonic law or custom. 

Thus it appears that the most that the General Grand 
High Priest could do, by his decision between Monroe Chap- 
ter and this Grand Chapter, even if he were not forbidden 
by a resolution of the General Grand Chapter to receive the 
complaint, was to moot a vexatious question for future con- 
test and decision before the General Grand Chapter. It does 
strike me as an act of absolute folly, to call it by no worse 
term, for that high functionary to issue such document as his 
notorious Proclamation of the twenty-first of May, with the 
expectation of seeing it respected and obeyed, and an act of 
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tyrannical and unlawful assumption for him to attempt to 
enforce respect or obedience to it. 

With these facts before our Chapters, I cannot conceive 
what arguments can be adduced to palliate, much less to 
justify, a Chapter of this jurisdiction in obeying the orders 
contained in that Proclamation, when that obedience was in 
open violation of a mandate of the executive head of this 
Grand Chapter. It is a matter of congratulation to us, and 
of high commendation to our subordinates, that none, with 
one single exception, of them, have been seduced from the 
line of their* duty, by this specious attempt to subvert our 
legislative power, and to array them in open rebellion to the 
edicts of this Grand Body. 

Considering these questions which have arisen, and which 
I have attempted briefly to discuss, and that they must, until 
definitely settled in some manner, create vexatious conflictions 
of authority and obstacles in the way of our Masonic admin- 
istration, contrary to peace and good order; considering that 
neither this Grand Chapter, nor Royal Arch Masonry in our 
jurisdiction, are likely to receive any aid or benefit in the 
furtherance of the designs of Masonry, from the General 
Grand Chapter, and that our Institution would, therefore, 
flourish as prosperously without a connection with that Body 
as it is possible it can by maintaining that connection ; and 
considering the overt act of oppressive assumption of the 
executive head of that Body, as exhibited in his attempted 
suspension of Peninsular Chapter, together with the misfor- 
tune and discord which has followed that unjustifiable act, 1 
feel it my duty to recommend to you the appointment of a 
Committee to take all these questions into consideration, and 
to report upon them, as well as upon the wisdom, policy, and 
expediency of this Grand Chapter asserting her independ- 
ence, by withdrawing from the General Grand Chapter, and 
thereby severing the connection which has hitherto subsisted 
between that Body and this Grand Chapter. If this step is 
not taken, fears may be well apprehended that encroachments 
will be continued by the officers of that General Grand Or- 
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ganization upon the rights of this as well as other Grand 
Chapters, until, as an act of self-protection, we will at last 
be forced, by necessity, to adopt such a measure. The soon- 
er this Grand Chapter adopts this step, the less discord and 
disobedience will it have to mourn over among its subordi- 
nate Chapters. 

Since the last convocation of this Grand Chapter, the 
Grand Chapter of North Carolina, and that of Kentucky, 
considering a continuance of their connection with the Gene- 
ral Grand Chapter of no benefit to those Grand Bodies, or 
to Royal Arch Masonry in those jurisdictions, have formally 
severed their relations with the General Grand Chapter, have 
declared their Grand Chapters independent of it, and have ab- 
solved them from further allegiance to it. This circumstance, 
taken in connection with repeated expressions from other 
Grand Chapters unfavorable to the continuance of that Gene- 
ral Grand Body, indicate a dissolution of the General Grand 
Chapter at no distant day. Such an event would be hailed 
with great satisfaction by many, as it is believed that ques- 
tions have arisen in that Body, and that others have grown 
out of the relations subsisting between it and the State Grand 
Bodies, which have been sources of serious disagreements, if 
not of discords, between the State Jurisdictions, while they 
have been of no benefit to any one Jurisdiction, or to our 
Order generally. Juridical propositions and international 
questions of jurisprudence have vexed Royal Arch Masonry, 
which never could have disturbed its harmony had the Gene- 
ral Grand Chapter never existed, or had it been abolished 
twenty-five years ago. 


Chamber of Reflection. — In the French and Scotch rites, 
a small room adjoining the Lodge, in which, preparatory to 
initiation, the candidate is enclosed for the purpose of indulg- 
ing in those serious meditations which its sombre appearance, 
and the gloomy emblems with which it is furnished, are cal- 
culated to produce. It is also used in the degree of Knight 
Templar for a similar purpose . — Masonic Lexicon. 
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FAMILIAR C0MMENT8 ON ARCHITECTURE. 
no. vm. 


We have now to notice another distinct style ok Architec- 
ture, having its rise also in Italy, and the offspring of the 
Basilican and Roman, which had preceded it. 

The changes brought about in the several styles which had 
their birth in Italy, were the natural result of change of gov- 
ernment and condition of the people, during a disturbed 
period extending over several centuries. 

The Lombards, a fierce and warlike people, after a migra- 
tory existence of some four hundred years, made a descent 
upon Milan, A. D. 570, which place they conquered, and set 
up Alboin, their leader, as King of Italy. The whole of 
Italy soon after came into their possession by the right of 
conquest, and they continued their sway for over two hun- 
dred years. At the time of their acquisition of Italy, they 
were a cruel and relentless people, and they followed up the 
march of their conquests with marked barbarity, destroying 
the sacred buildings erected by their predecessors, murdering 
the priests, and depopulating the country for the sake of 
more effectually securing their possessions. Hence it became 
necessary to their security to erect, at all important points 
throughout the country, strongly constructed and fortified 
buildings, to shield themselves against the incessant attacks 
and violent opposition manifested by the cruelly oppressed 
natives. Their first productions had no pretensions to style 
of art, regularity or convenience of plan, or economy of ar- 
rangement ; the only end aimed at, and result accomplished, 
was massiveness and almost impregnability. There was no 
improvement in the education or rule of the conquerors, and 
consequently none in the condition of the conquered, until 
about the year 590, when the administration of the whole 
country was united under the rule of Queen Theodolinda, 
who afterwards embraced Christianity, and gave great en- 
couragement to the Arts and Sciences, erecting numerous 
ecclesiastical edifices all over the kingdom, and giving birth 
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to that principle of design which was eventually elaborated, 
and its influence extended over the whole of Europe. 

It is not claimed for the Lombardic style, that in principle 
and essence it was an original invention ; but it is a more 
pure and # consistent development of a style of art, arrived at 
through the Roman and Basilican forms. The arch, that 
great type of Roman architecture, i£ retained and used with 
all the boldness and freedom of which it is susceptible con- 
structively, as well as with the taste and variety it possesses 
as a feature in ornamentation. The form adopted in their 
ground plans was an improvement both on the oblong square 
of the Roman Basilicas, and the equally armed cross of the 
Greek Byzantine churches. The plan used was the real form 
of the crucifix, usually having over the transept an octagonal 
cupola. 

The more distinctive principles belonging to this style, are 
the better balanced effect between the columns and pilasters 
and the superincumbent portion of the structure resting upon 
them, where used as parts in construction, and the variety of 
proportion adopted where used as ornament ; the great ad- 
ditional strength given to their buildings in the thickness of 
walls; and the addition of bell-towers, steeples or cam- 
panili to their buildings. The vaulted stone roof is decided- 
ly a characteristic of this style ; they were at first plain 
barrel vaults, afterwards groined cross vaulting was intro- 
duced. In those buildings which have no clerestory, the 
interior effect is not very pleasing, especially in their earlier 
attempts. The roofs were low pitched ; the wall had few or 
no projections, giving the facade a tame and flat appearance ; 
still the cross form of the ground plan was a great relief to 
the want of external character. As art progressed, they 
began to use external ornamental detail, until at last the 
Lombard architects fairly revelled in that luxury. The 
greatest amount of decoration was generally bestowed upon 
the west fronts of their buildings, the east usually having a 
semi-circular or octagonal chancel projecting from it. The 
cupola or lantern over tfie nave of the churches, was a 
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feature of great beauty and effect to their edifices, and from 
its general use, appears to have been a leading characteristic 
in all their sacred buildings. 

The Lombard campanile or belfry, was not at first a com- 
ponent part of the buildings, but stood adjacent to them, as 
though it was a distinct edifice, designed to carry a bell, or 
a peal of bells, which were at this time in general use. Af- 
terwards they became an adjunct to, and ultimately were an 
incorporated feature in the building. The lower stories of 
these towers are always plain and unornamented, and the 
windows tall and narrow. The upper stories are mostly very 
much enriched, and the apertures more numerous ; often, the 
only windows are in the top story ; sometimes, composed of 
a row of two, three or four windows, united by shafts or pil- 
lars. The roofs are generally flat pyramids ; but sometimes 
swelling into a low quadrangular spire, or stages of octag- 
onal form are sometimes found capped with spires. These 
towers are in every respect a symbol of Christianity, and are 
never found attached to idol temples. There are no other 
people in the world, except Christians, who raise lofty towers 
for such purposes attached to sacred edifices. 

In those churches which have the clerestory, the roofs are 
supported by tall shafts rising directly from the ground, and 
creating a fine effect. In the perfected examples of this stylo, 
the doorways were also a very principal feature. They are 
invariably constructed with semi-circular heads, the circles 
gradually receding back in the thick wall to the door, 
moulded and enriched in all the various and grotesque styles 
of art that can be conceived ; the jambs mostly formed of 
straight or twisted shafts, surmounted by elaborately carved 
capitals, on which the arch mouldings rest ; something in the 
form of the Norman doorways, but of more exaggerated and 
lofty proportions. The windows are usually tall and narrow, 
sometimes single, or with coupled, tripled, quadrupled openings, 
separated by shafts of various forms and proportions ; and in 
the centre of the eastern gable is usually found the circular 
window formed of spokes radiating from a smaller central 
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circle, or a centre, having their extremities connected by 
arches forming a splendid rosette, (or sometimes called the 
Catherine wheel,) said to be in imitation of the rising sun. 
Some of their examples of these rosette or circular windows 
are truly magnificent, being often enclosed in rich circles, 
having symbolic figures carved all round them. 

The application of constructive features, as a means of 
decoration, was much practiced by the Lombard architects. 
The whole facade is often covered with tiers of arcades rest- 
ing upon each other ; or arcades resting upon pilasters or 
shafts, single or combined, in every possible style of taste, 
twisted, fluted, scolloped, or plain, giving a sumptuousness to 
their buildings that is almost incredible. In every spot 
where sculpture can be introduced, it is found crowded in, 
in all the grotesqueness of wild and unnatural imagery, or 
with a finer taste, as suited the caprice of the designer. The 
rows of arcades will be sometimes divided by lines of string 
courses or corbel tables under them, or these features may 
be found without the arcades resting on the capitals of the 
columns. Some examples show the facades cut up into tall 
narrow pannels by flat, broad pilasters running up the walls, 
and the pannels filled with their peculiar style of ornament. 
The carving mostly represents scriptural or historical inci- 
dents, mixed up with beasts and monsters and mythological 
scenes — the statues of saints and founders, and imagery of 
every kind that could suggest itself to the fertile minds of 
its designers. 

It will be readily seen that the Lombard buildings were 
worked out more to suit the caprice of the patrons, or taste 
of the architect, than from any careful study of the principles 
of construction, or educated feeling for the fine arts. The 
type of barbarity hung about them during the whole of their 
existence as a nation, in Italy. The thick walls of their 
edifices, the narrow, loop-hole windows, show that they re- 
tained many of their naturally ferocious pursuits and habits, 
which all the gloss of grotesque and exaggerated ornament 
could not conceal. The spacious and massive edifices were 
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a rare sign that the inhabitants had but little idea of the 
comforts or elegancies of domestic life, and the use of orna- 
ment was much more barbarous than refined among them. It 
requires an educated taste for ornament and its proper ap- 
plication in connection with the well regulated laws which 
govern proportion, symmetry and beauty, to form a just con- 
clusion that its authors are possessed of true judgment and 
refined taste. Still the style of architecture adopted by the 
Lombards exerted a powerful influence for a long time after 
the decline of its authors, and carried its characteristics even 
into the early Gothic period. It wrought, too, a great good 
in effectually breaking down the principles sought to be 
established in the Greco-Roman orders, using the column 
and arch more independently and legitimately than it had 
ever been before applied. Many examples of columns of 
larger or smaller proportions can be found, carrying similar 
burdens, the size of the column not only being regulated 
with regard to the weight and effect of the superstructure, 
but also in reference to the strength and tenacity of its own 
material. The Lombards also had fewer facilities to aid 
them in maturing their principles of architecture, and com- 
pleting their designs, than the architects of the Basilicas, 
who had such abundance of ready wrought materials from 
the Roman temples at their disposal ; and as they were not 
eventually behind them in the results effected, they are cer- 
tainly entitled to quite as great an amount of credit as any 
other people that existed in Italy. They were also the posses- 
sors of the country by right of conquest, and it can be read- 
ily understood that the development of their peculiar tastes 
must have been much retarded on that account, as all their 
structures were erected with sufficient strength to serve as 
fortresses, and perhaps as much with that end in view, as to 
the purposes of civil and refined life. We have therefore 
the right to concede to them a considerable share of origin- 
ality and activity ; so also should we have the charity to 
believe that they might have left to future generations, monu- 
ments which may have been as valuable to science and art, 
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and as well worthy of careful study and imitation, as those 
produced by any other nation, had their existence as a peo- 
ple been peaceful, and the opportunity for close study and 
application not been denied them by the turbulent opposition 
they had always to contend against. 

Architect. 


For Thi Am.** 

MASONRY A MYSTERY. 

BY FLORENCE. 

What is the true Masonic tie 
That binds as one so many minds, 

To live as Brethren and as Brethren die? 

We who stand outside the beautiful Temple of Masonry 
can admire her perfect proportions, the beauty and strength 
of her pillars and the magnificence of her domes and parapets. 
We can see on every side pure fountains of living waters, 
perpetually gushing forth, inviting the care-worn traveller to 
rest, and lave the fevered brow and wearied feet, while 
Charity, like a lovely maiden, stands garlanded with flowers, 
to cheer, with sweet incense, the widow’s withered heart, and 
to strew with roses the young orphan’s crushed spirit. 

We have only seen the outside of this stupendous edifice ; 
but have breathed the sweet perfume with which the air comes 
laden from its altars, and have quaffed the nectar it sends 
forth in little rippling rills, throughout the length and breadth 
of the land, spreading its genial influence to earth’s remotest 
bounds. We have seen it clothing the naked, feeding the 
hungry, and silently relieving human want, wherever want 
was found to exist. 

Thus we have viewed the external of this great moral su- 
perstructure, and have drawn our deductions ; we know that 
if the little rill is sweet, the fountain is not bitter. 

But to look within the vail — to enter the Holy of Holies, 
is not for woman. Man has said, thus far shalt thou come ; 
and we most cheerfully submit to the decree of that higher 
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law of our nature, and believe that when woman assumes a 
position forbidden her by man, that she is untrue to her own 
nature. 

But we may wonder, and rack our brains to discover, what 
is that secret tie which binds together as brethren, men of all 
nations, speaking different tongues ; men pursuing different 
avocations, and of different intellectual capacities, and receive 
for an answer, What is it? We only know that it is so. 
This feature of Masonry has long been our study, but as yet 
our only answer has been, it is so. 

We have seen love existing between two minds, as strong 
and pure as the love of woman, that were as widely different 
in respect to age, position in society and mental development, 
as it seemed possible for minds to differ, and yet they met as 
equals, as lovers. But we could not tell why. We reasoned, 
it could not be the obligations of an oath, or vow, for neither 
could beget love. 

We have seen brothers estranged, until they had ceased to 
acknowledge the ties of consanguinity, after years of sepa- 
ration, meet upon the Masonic level. Old feuds were laid 
aside, or forgotten, the breach was healed, and a fhll restora- 
tion of fraternal confidence and affection was the result. 

We have seen men living for many years in the same neigh- 
borhood, between whose minds there seemed no affinity, there 
was no subject upon which they could unite ; both were good 
citizens, but like two positive magnetic poles, they seemed 
naturally to repel each other. In time we find them in differ- 
ent locations in the same county, and soon we learn that they 
are members of sister Lodges. Immediately the golden tie 
is seen drawing them together. There was reared a platform 
upon which they could meet. 

We have seen the aged man, whose years had numbered 
three score, with a mind not above mediocrity, and the simple 
pursuits of whose life had not greatly tended to expand his 
intellect. After having faithfully performed all the require- 
ments and duties which tend to perfect the sum of one human 
life, he finds himself standing alone in the world, without one 
24 — vol. in. no. vul 
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care to while away the tedium of old age. What does he 
do to cheerfully and profitably pass away his few remaining 
years ? He devotes himself to Masonry — makes it his reli- 
gion, the pursuit of his life. There is no weather so inclement 
but that the old man’s place in the Lodge or Chapter is filled, 
although he resides several miles from both. What thus 
binds the feeble old man to the Institution ? There must be 
some charm not visible to those who see but its external. 

We have seen the man of science and literature, whose 
hand could skillfully wield the pen or pencil, and who was 
equally at home when weaving garlands of poesy from life’s 
sunniest side, or when tracing on canvas earth’s most pic- 
turesque scenery. Whose master spirit struggled to encom- 
pass the earth in search of nature’s hidden laws, and not 
content merely to read the present history of the human race, 
he reaches far back into the past, in search of ancient lore, 
then leaps into the future to read the progress of generations 
yet uncreated. Is there a silken cord within that sacred 
temple that can draw such a mind within its mystic influence? 
Where do we find him ? Not merely has he entered the 
temple, but we find that he has ascended step by step, till he 
has attained to the greatest altitude of distinction Masonry 
can bestow. 

We know a man who is best described by saying he is a 
good man, a carpenter and joiner by trade, who has become 
so much attached to one of the Masonic dignitaries of our 
State, that he seems really unhappy when circumstances 
oblige them to be separated. We knew him to shed tears 
when his friend was about to remove to a distant part of the 
State, and said now he had nothing more worthy of life ; that 
his work was done ; Masonry had been the light of his de- 
clining years, but he should never again find such a companion 
in Lodge or Chapter, and now he wanted to die. What so 
bound them together ? One was old ; the other was in the 
prime of manhood. The spirit of one had budded, and 
blossomed, and borne its fruit, and had withered ; while his 
companion seemed but in the spring time of life. One stood 
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alone ; the other was surrounded by clusters of rarest fruit, 
with the companion of his youth by his side. One possessed 
a mind not above the mass of mankind, except in its integrity 
and firmness of purpose ; while his Mend’s mind presented to 
the observer, a landscape in the highest state of cultivation, 
presenting to the view an abundance of Miits and flowers, 
fields of waving com, and Miitful vineyards, with hills and 
dales, forests and glades, the rippling rivulet and mighty cat- 
aract, and over all is thrown a gorgeous, golden sunlight, 
softening every shade, and rendering the rough and rugged 
places like fleecy clouds in the summer’s sunset, and convert- 
ing even the thundering cataract into soft strains of harmo- 
nious music. To us it would seem that no affinity could exist 
between two individuals so widely separated by age, position 
and mental development ; yet there we find a mutual love 
existing, stronger than which there is none other,. 

For many years we have been admiring the external of this 
great moral building, and observing its deeds of charity, and 
its chastening influences in society, and have noted its effects 
on the minds of men ; but the hidden mysteries Qf the inner 
temple, we presume we shall never learn. 


LaYBLY LoDGB $0, 203, W LLLI AM 8 YLLLfc, ILL. ) 
February 5, 1858. j 

Bbo. Wbbtoh — Dbab Sib: * 


Pardon me for enjoying a tepare moment by giving you 
some notes of our Lodge, which was chartered at the Six- 
teenth Grand Annual Communication of the M. W. Grand 
Lodge of the State of Illinois, Oct. A. D. 2856. 

Our regular meetings are held on the Saturday after each 
full moon. ■'!' ' : 


Our Officers for the ensuing year are— 1 

Bro. H. VxiNMErrER, W. M. 

“ Wesley Council, S. W. 

“ Thomas Dean, J. W. 

“ BBYA^T PUBCELti, S. D. 


1 


Bro. A.'D. Vanmetek, J. D. 

“ A. W. Botopord, Treas. 

Jebome B. Jenkins, Sec. 
“ P. Aylswobth, Tyler. 


p. Q. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF HARMAN G. REY- 
NOLDS, GRAND SECRETARY, ILLINOIS. 

»s Vn.~ioT JBorrii. 

The history of Masonic heroes has yet to be written. 
While the adepts in politics, science, religion, and war, have 
had their eulogists ; while Cyclopedias and Histories are 
heavy with the details of human labors in all departments of 
life, the faithful whose services are performed “ in quarry, 
hill and temple,” and whose work is known only to Masons 
and to the Mason’s God, have acted out their part, died, 
were buried, and left no trace on the page of history to 
mark their freedom, fervency and zeal, however disinter- 
ested and distinguished. There are not a few of the devo- 
tees of the Order who deem it high time to inaugurate a 
better, a more generous era in the history of the Masonic 
Institution. Should the conductor of The Ashlar be one of 
these, the following sketch of one of Masonry’s worthiest 
sons, Harman G. Reynolds, Grand Secretary of Illinois, will 
be a welcome contribution to his columns. 

Harman G. Reynolds, Grand Secretary of Illinois, was 
born in Moreau, Saratoga county, New York, Dec. 21, 1810 ; 
this gives him a title to 48 years of life. He was reared and 
educated in Berlin, Washington county, Vermont, and ad- 
mitted to the bar at Montpelier in that State, Nov., 1836. In 
July of the next year he removed to Rock Island county, 
Illinois, where he remained for several years. In August, 
1839, he was elected Probate Judge of Rock Island county. 
Oct. 25th, the subsequent year, he married Miss Louisa 
Thompson. 

In January, 1843, he was initiated an Entered Apprentice 
Mason in Warsaw Lodge No. 23, which commences a career 
marked with uncommon devotion to those high interests 
which are cherished in Freemasonry. In October, 1851, he 
was elected Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge and Grand 
Chapter of Illinois, and has continued ever since to enjoy an 
annual reelection to the same posts of honor and usefulness. 
October, 1853, he was elected Grand Recorder of the Grand 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



THE ASHLAR. 


873 


Council of Royal and Select Masters, just then organized, 
and has filled the post ever since. In August, 1856, he was 
carried forward through the degrees of the Ancient and Ac- 
cepted Rite as far as to the 32d in Occidental Sovereign Con- 
Bistory at Chicago. 

Bro. Reynolds has never been without those marks of pop- 
ular favor which, in this great Republic, accrue so largely and 
naturally to a man of talent and integrity. In 1847, he was 
one of the Secretaries of the Constitutional Convention of 
niinois ; was Postmaster at Rock Island for several years, 
from 1847, and at Knoxville since 1856. Of the House of 
Representatives of Illinois he was Assistant Clerk in 1849, 
and State’s Attorney of the Tenth Judicial Circuit in 1850. 
As he had filled the responsible and onerous position of Pro- 
bate Judge of Rock Island county in 1839, so he was elected 
to a similar post in Knox county in 1853. 

My own knowledge of Bro. Reynolds is that of a genial, 
sound, ripe man and Mason. He is a thoroughly earnest, go- 
a-head individual as becomes the age. His large head, coarse, 
strong features, quick, determined step, and straight forward, 
manly voice, are so many indications that denote the man for 
the times. It is no wonder then that he is popular among 
his acquaintance, or that he best enjoys thte confidence of 
those who know him best. But, as a Secretary, as a record- 
er of other men’s doings, it is my peculiar delight to describe 
him. He has three inestimable qualities which go to the 
making up of a first rate clerk — a quick perception of the 
main points of a subject, a facility to condense and synopsize 
the proceedings of the body for which he is recording, and a 
capital memory. The first two of these are displayed in all 
the printed records of the Grand Lodge and Chapter of Illi- 
nois for the last seven years, while the last is proved by the 
fact that he can call the roll of the Illinois Lodges, some 200 
in number, without looking once upon the catalogue , and re- 
fers with incredible readiness to any paper or brief of pro- 
ceeding which may be called for. 

The industry of Bro. Reynolds in the details of the Secre- 
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tarial, is one of his remarkable features. Some years since, 
it was proposed by his Grand Lodge, at his own instigation, 
we presume, to make a statistical table of the avocations of 
the Masons in his State. He gathered them out from the 
annual reports of the subordinate Lodges, and arranged them 
into tables exhibiting, at a glance, how many of each profes- 
sion and department of life there are. It is the only work 
of the sort ever done under the auspices of the Masonic 
Order, and has been often quoted in my own lectures. 

A foreigner can scarcely appreciate the importance at- 
tached in the United States to our Grand Secretaries. Ow- 
ing to our unfortunate practice, unhappily too prevalent, of 
changing the Grand Master annually, or semi-annually, that 
office, in many jurisdictions, has become practically — what- 
ever it may be nominally — subordinate to the office of Grand 
Secretary . Blank dispensations, ready signed, are left with 
the latter official, and all the workings of the Order, which 
should be particularly under the charge of the Grand Master 
during the recess of the Grand Lodge, are entirely under the 
Grand Secretary. So well are such men as Reynolds versed, 
however, in their duties, that the substitution is probably a 
benefit to the Order, whatever violation of landmarks may 
result from it. 

There is a band of men, most of them old, many of them 
gray headed, whose services in the south-east of Grand 
Lodges entitle them to the lasting gratitude of Freemasons. 
Of such is Harman G. Reynolds. Of such are Wm. C. Bar- 
ker (R. I.), John Dove (Va.), Horace Chase (N. H.), Ira 
Berry (Me.), Jno. B. Hollenbeck (Vt.), E. G. Storer (Ct.), 
A. O’Sullivan (Mo.), T. S. Parvin (Iowa), Joseph Robinson 
(Md.), A. G. Mackey (S. C.), Simri Rose (Ga.), J. B. Tay- 
lor (Fla.), T. D. Merrick (Ala.), C. A. Fuller (Te.), W. C. 
Smith (Wis.), Francis Bang (Ind.), W. T. Bain (N. C.), S. 
G. Risk (La.), etc. etc., — and while such men are found call- 
ing the roll of the workmen, there is but little danger that 
the workmen will ever go materially astray. They are the 
very light and salt of the Craft. They dispense hospitality 
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at home in boundless profusion. They carry the dignity of 
their respective Grand Lodges abroad whenever they travel. 
Ever prompt to correspond with any (me who asks a corres- 
pondence ; ready to communicate information to all inquiring 
Brethren ; keen to detect impostors ; stem to reject and de- 
nounce them when caught ; the advocates of Masonic litera- 
ture ; the (gratuitous) agents of Masonic periodicals ; — of 
such is Harman G. Reynolds. To such may these Masonic 
lines appropriately be applied : 

One hour with yon, one hour with yon, 

No doubt, or care, or strife, 

Is worth a weary year of woe 
In ail that lightens life. 

Your eyes with love's own language free, 

Yfur handgrip, strong and true. 

Your voice, your heart, do welcome me 
To spend an hour with you. 

I come, when morning skies are bright, 

To work my Mason’s due — 

To labor is my chief delight. 

And spend an hour with you. 


I go when evening gilds the West, 

I breathe the fond adieu, 

But hope again, by fortune blest, 

To spend an hour with you. 

One hour with you, and you, and you. 
Bright links in mystic chain — 

Oh may we oft these joys renew. 

And often meet again. 
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DEATHS AND OBITUARIES. 


At a regular communication of Hastings Lodge No. 52, of 
Free and Accepted Masons, a Committee consisting of Broth- 
ers Knapen, Sidmore and Goodyear, was appointed to 
draft resolutions expressing the sense and feelings of the 
members of this Lodge, on the death of our worthy Brother, 
Past Master 0. B. Sheldon, who reported the following, 
which were unanimously adopted by the Lodge : 

Whereas, It has pleased the Supreme Architect of the Universe to 
call our late worthy brother, Past Master 0. B. Sheldon, from labor 
on earth to refreshment in heaven ; 

Resolved, That in this dispensation of Divine Providence the Craft 
has lost a worthy Brother, society an ornament, and humanity a 
friend. 

Resohed That we condole with the widow and orphans of the de- 
ceased in their loss of a husband and father, an<^ would encourage 
them to look to an eternal re-union in the Grand Lodge above, by the 
practice of those Masonic virtues — Faith, Hope, and Charity. 

Resolved , That we, as a Lodge, will attena the funeral of our de- 
ceased Brother, paying the last tribute of respect to bis memory, by 
interring his remains with the ritual of our Order, and wear the usual 
badge of mourning. 

Resolved , That the Secretary transmit a copy of these resolutions 
to the widow of the deceased, and to The Ashlar for publication, and 
also to both the village papers. 

By order of the Lodge. 

D. STRIKER, Ssc. 


Northville Lodge No. 47, I 
Masonic Hall , Plymouth, Jan. 27, 1858. J 

Whereas, It has pleased the Supreme Grand Master and Ruler of 
the Universe, to call from labor on earth our worthy Brother, Dr. 
Lewis Carlisle, who departed this life on the 25th day of January, A. 
D. 1858, aged 69 years ; and, Whereas, although gone from among 
us, be is not forgotten ; those with whom he associated will ever re- 
member his kind and pleasant manner, and we will think of him and 
cherish his name, when the world will have forgotten him ; and when 
in council for the welfare of those who yet live, he will be remembered 
by us, and cherished as one who set an example worthy of being fol- 
lowed; Therefore, 

Resolved , That in the death of Brother Carlisle, the Fraternity has 
lost a worthy member — the wife a kind and tender husband — the fam- 
ily a loving and indulgent father — and the community an upright, hon- 
orable and useful citizen. 
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Besohed, That as members of this Lodge we offer our condolence 
and tender sympathy to the bereaved family and friends of oar de- 
ceased Brother, and that, in compliance with his special reauest, and 
in discharge of the duty imposed by considerations of brotherly love 
and esteem, we did, on the 27th day of January, A. D. 1858, pro- 
ceed in a body and paid the last tribute of respect to his memory, as 
prescribed by the usages of our ancient and honorable Order. 

Besohed, That the foregoing preamble and resolutions be entered 
upon the records of this Lodge, and a copy thereof be transmitted by 
the Secretary to the family of the deceased. 

C. B. CROSBY, ) 

JOHN KYNOCH, } Committee. 

' JONA. SHEARER, ) 

C. B. CROSBY, Sec. 

At a regular communication of Ancient Landmark Lodge 
No. 5, Free and Accepted Masons, held at their Lodge-room 
in St. Paul, on Thursday evening, Feb. 11, A. L. 5858, the 
following resolutions were unanimously adopted : 

Whereas, It has pleased our Divine Grand Master to summon from 
an earthly to a heavenly Lodge, Brother James Simpson, whose fune- 
ral obsequies we have this day performed ; Therefore, 

Besohed , That in memory of this chastening event the following 
record be made : 

That this Lodge recognized in Bro. Simpson “ a just and upright 
Mason 

That being such an one, he was of necessity respected as a citizen, 
valued as a friend, and beloved as a Brother : 

That while we sadly feel the loss our Lodge has sustained in parting 
with one who lived observant of the principles of our Order, we bow 
in submission to the decree of our Great Chief Architect, and cry — 
“ The will of God is accomplished — so be it !” 

That the members of this Lodge tender to the family of our de- 
ceased Brother the assurances of our deep sympathy in this great 
affliction which has come upon them : 

That the Lodge-room be clothed in mourning, and the Brethren wear 
crape on the left arm while in Lodge, for thirty days : 

That this Lodge attend in a body at the funeral sermon of Brother 
Simpson, to be preached at the First Presbyterian Church, by Rev. 
Mr. Mattocks, on Sabbath afternoon next, at 3 o’clock ; earnestly in- 
viting all Free and Accepted Masons to join with us on that occasion : 

That a copy of this record be properly engrossed and transmitted, 
under the seal of the Lodge, to the parents of our deceased Brother : 

That the same be published in the papers of this city, and in The 
Ashlar, at Chicago. 

GEO. W. PRESCOTT, W. M. 

S. D. Gould, Sec. 
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EDITOR’S TABLE. 


We would call attention to the biographical sketch, 
in this number, of Bro. Hannan G. Reynolds, from the pen 
of the distinguished Rob. Morris. It is a well-deserved 
tribute. 


A correspondent in Clinton, 111., writes us as follows : 
“ We had a very destructive fire on the 15th of January, and 
among the rest the Hall of De Witt Lodge No. 84, was con- 
sumed, with our charter, regalia, jewels, and all the other 
furniture in the Hall. Loss estimated at $500. 

Women — “ They rule us is infancy — in maturity — in age. 
No other hand knows the tender, adroit, and proper mode of 
binding our brows in pain and sickness. They stand by us 
in the last agonies with untiring and undismayed faithfulness. 
They soothe our dying moments. They shed the choicest 
tears of memory that water our turf. They are purer, less 
selfish, less destitute of true moral courage, more susceptible 
of kind and generous impressions, and far more so of reli- 
gious feeling, than men. Surely, then, every thing which 
concerns the education of this better-half of the species 
must be of intrinsic importance.” 


EXPELLED. 

We have received official notice that on the 23d of Feb., 
1858, Joseph P. Webb was expelled, by Detroit Lodge No. 
2, of Detroit, Michigan, from all the rights and benefits of 
Masonry. 
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MISOELLANEOUS. 

Written for Ths Amlae. 

THE DANCING WATER. 

So Uro. J. Eastmin Jolnun. 

A low deep wailing is heard, as of a thousand voices. It proceeds 
from an assembled tribe of the Bigger Indians. They are crossing 
the Stanislaus river. A white man manages the large float, by a 
rope ferry. The dusky forms of the heathen, men, women and chil- 
dren, cover it Most of them are clad with a single, scant, ragged, 
dirty garment. The men are silent and look sullen, half-idiotic, list- 
less. The women and children join in the wait It is at one instant 
low, sad, and poignantly mournful, its cadence resembling the sound 
of a gentle breeze moving through the tops of a grove of white pines* 
at another it swells to a shriek of a gang of sinful wretches whipped 
by the Furies. Now, a single voice is heard, shrill and piercing. 
Now, another and another, nay, hundreds raise the peal rill it drowns 
the roar of the Stanislaus. 

I was travelling from Sonora (Southern California) to Stockton, and 
stopped at Knight’s Ferry, Feb. 21, 1852. About to leave in the 
morning, that wailing greeted my ears, and that sight, some forty rods 
from where I was sitting on the portico of the hotel, greeted my eyes. 
Of course my attention was instantly arrested. On landing, the 
Indians moved forward in a confused procession. Near its head is 
seen a squaw, with a basket strapped across her shoulders. It was in 
form a perfect cone, about two and a half feet across the top, and 
about the same from the rim to the apex. It was made of willow 
osiers tightly woven together. It contained the dead body of a child , 
a lad of some ten or eleven years, doubled up in a mass ; over it was 
thrown some rags. It contained also some of the lad’s playthings. 
Other squaws had other similar baskets. The lad was well known 
to the residents of Knight’s Ferry. He had indeed lived in a 
good family there for many months. He was (I was told) a very 
brightreyed, intelligent little fellow, and had won, by his aptness to 
learn and his tractableness, the good will of the settlers. He sickened 
and died, of varioloid. The miners and settlers sympathized with his 
whole tribe in their lamentations. for his loss. 

The Bigger procession moved up the hill which here hugs the banks 
of the Stanislaus, and moved back to a gorge in the winding of the 
river, where they came to a general and final halt. 
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This spot is one of very deep interest Standing here, the observer 
marks with his eye a majestic semi-circular sweep of the noisy river, 
three-fourths of a mile from him — north, west, and south ; the farther 
bank being a precipitous trap rock one hundred feet high ; while, by 
two or three well defined benches or steps concentric with the preci- 
pice, the land descends from the observer to the water’s edge. To the 
eastward lie the rough protruding spurs of the western terminus of 
Table Mountain, where, since that day, have been discovered such 
fabulous heaps of gold. Table Mountain is one of the Geological 
wonders. It rises abruptly above the general level of the adjacent 
country nearly one thousand feet. It cannot be doubted that it was 
protruded from the interior of the earth by volcanic action. It is one 
solid mass of trap rock, almost columnar in its structure, reminding 
one of the Palisades or the Giant’s causeway. Time has, in places, 
sloped off its originally perpendicular sides toward the plains ; but 
hundreds of feet of dark trap still erect their mural escarpments. The 
mountain sweeps circuitously through Tuolumne county, from Sonora 
to Knight’s Ferry on the Stanislaus. Standing upon its top, as I have 
done, its entire sweep of thirty or forty miles is before you. It is per- 
fectly level, and is nearly uniform in its breadth, which is about one- 
third of a mile. Its top is covered with black, volcanic scoriae, so 
evenly scattered that I have stepped from stone to stone across its top, 
as I have also stepped across through the intervals between them. 
You here command, on the one side, a view of the far-famed Carson 
Hill, with its seams of gold-bearing quartz, traceable by the eye as 
you stand for miles, yielding their millions. On the other side, the 
beautiful, gently rolling valley of the Stanislaus, continuing westward 
until lost in the extended plains of the San Joaquin ; while, looking 
westward, you see in the distance the crest of Monte Diabolo over- 
looking the Bay and City of San Francisco, and the Golden Gate. 
Looking down into the depths between you and Carson Hill, some ten 
miles off, you behold a wild and varied scene. Extinct craters, moun- 
tain heaps of black rock, white streaks of quartz veins, mountain gorges, 
patches of tamerack swamp, lakelets bordered by tall, reed-like grasses, 
the home of the Massasauga — such is the scene. Such are the surround- 
ings of the spot where the Bigger Indians have carried the dead body 
of their boy. 

Here, where the Indian multitude have stopped, is a circle-like en- 
closure of perhaps forty yards in diameter, marked by an earthen wall 
some five feet high, old and partly broken down. Openings remain in 
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three or four places, about six feet in width. In the interior, and for 
some distance on the exterior, the ground is trodden hard and bare. 
It is plainly a spot often visited for a purpose like the present. The 
Indian masses pass into the enclosure. The wailings, intermitted for 
a while, now re-commence. The basket containing the corpse is laid 
down near the walL The Digger men now move off, separately and 
in squads of four or five, in all directions. They betake themselves to 
cutting down, with their stone, copper and rude iron hatchets, limbs 
and branches of trees wherever they can find them, near or remote, and 
after cutting them in pieces six or seven feet long, bring them into the 
enclosure. They make a pile of the wood in regular order, in the 
centre of the enclosure, placing the largest sticks on the ground. They 
lay another tier across them, filing the interstices with dry twigs, bark 
and splinters ; and so, putting on smaller and smaller sticks, and fin- 
ishing it smoothly with dry grass, about breast high, the altar is raised. 
On this funereal pile they lay, enveloped in his blanket, the dead body 
of the boy. The women raising their notes of sepulchral wailing, 
throw over this his buffalo robe, his bow and arrows, his hatchet, his 
playthings. They encircle the altar. An Indian brings a torch and 
applies it to the faggots. The fire begins its work, and the wild 
wail of the hosts comes back in echoes from the mountains. An old 
man, the boy’s grand-father, is brought within the charmed circle. 
His cries seem to be attended with real tears ; all gather around him, 
and embrace him affectionately. He hangs on their necks, one after 
another. Other relations meet similar greetings, except the mother. 
The boy was motherless. A squaw with wild eyes, her black, matted, 
untidy hair, streaming with the winds, her person from her waist up- 
ward uncovered, moves around the burning altar. She makes wild 
jesticulations. She gazes apparently upon some object in the air, and 
extends her arms earnestly toward it, making a wavy motion, as 
though beckoning. She turns her face toward all points of the horizon, 
repeating her motions. She was the chief mourner for the family, 
invoking the spirits of their deceased relatives, and imploring a kind 
reception for the boy. Her wailing is touchingly mournful, and this, 
in Digger language, is the burden of the weird woman’s requiem : 

“ He ’s gone. The Dancing Water has gone. His mother calls 
him. See, she is coming for him. The white man took the Dancing 
Water by the hand. The poison entered his vitals. He goes, mother, 
and he takes his gifts with him — his bow and arrows— ornaments for 
the neck, his moccasins, his buffalo robe, his cup that you gave him, 
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mother. The tribe is here. We come to hail you — to see the Dancing 
Water leap into his mother’s arms. The fire is beautiful ; it buoyB up 
the Dancing Water’s spirit to the upper air. Fathers ! Fathers ! we 
come to the place where your spirits went up — the sacred place where 
your spirits hover over us, where our tribe always came to bum their 
dead, where our children will also bum our bodies in due time. We 
mingle here the Dancing Water’s dust with your dust ; so will our 
spirits, by and by, be mingled with your spirits. The Dancing Water 
is with his mother. Let us go home.” 

As the fire becomes languid, it is fed with new faggots. The dense 
smoke from the remains fills the air and affects the senses disagreeably. 
The corpse is but in part concealed by the burning embers. The wild 
chants, sometimes pretermitted, are resumed more vigorously. The 
intercourse with the departed spirits of the tribe is kept up by the wild 
squaw. The white race look on ; the thoughtless, with merriment, 
the reflecting with no little sympathy, and surely with a deep interest 
When fire had done its work, the few remaining charred bones were 
gathered and covered on the spot by the ashes of the funeral pyre. 
Thus passed to his fathers, the spirit and the body of the Digger Indian 
boy — The Dancing Water. 

The evening of the following day, the 22nd February, I heard de- 
livered from the stage of the Jenny Lind Theatre, at San Francisco, 
before the chivalry, the beauty and the wealth of the Pacific slope, an 
oration by Gov. Wm. Smith, of Virginia, in Memory of Washington. 
Thus, as it were, in one breath, I saw, by a striking ceremony, a me- 
morial of the old and feeble race perishing, and a fitting symbol of the 
new, mighty in its power, its intelligence and its destiny. 

White Pigeon , Feb., 1858. 
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PROFICIENCY. 


In these days of progress and of speed, it is the desire of 
every one to do whatever they undertake, with rail road 
haste. The consequence is, that many things are very im- 
perfectly done, and those who perform them are thereby but lit- 
tle, if any, benefited. (< What is worth doing is worth doing 
well,” is a trite maxim and a true one. Few heed it, and in 
their anxiety to accomplish too much, they accomplish too 
little. They discover, when it is too late, that “ haste makes 
waste,” and are unable to recall time misspent, or not duly 
improved. The spirit manifested in the ordinary affairs of 
the world has been manifested in Masonry. Candidates have 
Bought to receive, and their friends have sought to confer, the 
25— tol. ra. no. ix 
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degrees in hot haste . The consequence ha s been that a habit 
prevailed of rushing applicants through the three degrees of 
the Blue Lodge with such rapidity as to preclude their gain- 
ing any considerable degree of knowledge respecting the 
work and lectures. Too often, when the brother was made 
a Master Mason, he could not work his way into an Entered 
Apprentice’s Lodge, and really knew but little more of the 
Institution than the profane. He failed to see the moral 
beauties of the symbols, and his mind was not impressed with 
the lessons inculcated by their use. He became a stone in 
the building, but of such irregular shape and so badly pro- 
portioned, that ho disfigured the stately and elegant edifice 
which he should have adorned. 

So great was the evil to which we have alluded, that Grand 
Lodges found it necessary to interfere and require candidates 
to make a certain proficiency in the work and lectures before 
they were advanced. The result of this has been highly 
beneficial. At first the regulation was regarded as oppres- 
sive, and often disregarded. We are happy to see evidences, 
every day, that it is now regarded with favor, and very gen- 
erally observed, and that a new order of things is thereby 
instituted. Under its salutary influence, newly made Masons 
give evidence of zeal and ability, and seek immediately for 
the best sources of Masonic light, and immediately become 
perfect ashlars — ornamental to the great moral edifice of 
Masonry. We are happy to chronicle this much desired and 
long wished change. 


Pot op Incense. — The “ sweet smelling savor” of fragrant 
herbs, has, among all nations and modes of worship, been con- 
sidered an acceptable offering, in sacrifice to the Deity, as 
an evidence of the desire of the worshiper to honor and please 
the object of his adoration. Masonry, however, like Chris- 
tianity, instructs us, that the most pleasing incense that can 
be offered to the great I AM, is the incense of a grateful 
and pious heart. Hence, the pot of incense, with a view to 
remind us of this truth, has been adopted as an emblem in 
the third degree . — Masonic Lexicon . 
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for Tn Ami. 

THE OLD MAN’S SOLILOQUY. 

»8 AsUtycI C. Cofffotmg. 


Oh! weary, weary earth, 

Where flowers, ’mid sunshine ope to waste their sweet perfhme, 
And wither, fruitlessly, beside the lonely tomb, 

Where spectres have their birth, — 

Thou dark and lonely spot, 

Where man doth struggle for a space, where is thy charm ? 

Are we not stealing swiftly downward to the worm, 

There soon to be forgot ? 

0, for the hoar of rest, 

When I shall lay my weary head beneath the sod — 

My spirit to ascend to the presence of its God, 

And dwell among the bless ’d ! 

Go, ask the widow’d one 

To revel ’mid thy flowers — thy sunlight, smiling earth ; 

She’ll raise her tearful eyes, and gaze upon thy mirth, 

Bat still keep weeping on. 

Go, ask the orphan boy 

To send his joyous shoat across thy flowery dales, — 

He breathes a pent-up sigh far o’er thy sonlit vales — 

He has no voice for joy. 

Go, ask the gray hair’d sire 

To dance, as be was wont amid the May-day laugh ; 

He points towards the church yard with his broken staff, 

And gazes at the spire. 

Go, ask the matron, lone, 1 

Which of earth’s cherish’d spots her fonftt hopes illume 

Her meagre finger points towards the slpfat tomb ; 

She answers with a moan.' 

Go ask, in trembling breath. 

The grave — the end of beauty, greatness, every thing ; — 

It answers, with a hoarse and hollow whispering, 

“ The end of all is death ! ” 

O, Earth, then let me die ! 

If it be death for my freed spirit to ascend 
To realms of purer life, — with kindred souls to blend 
Above the bright blue sky. 

Yes, let me bid farewell 

To earth, her gems, her beauties — to her sunlit bowers — 

* To her sparkling dew-drops — to her music-birds, and flowers,— 
In brighter lands to dwell. 

OosRAasm, Mica., Feb. 9th, 1868. 
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For Tin Anui. 

REMARKS UPON MR. BAILEY'S POEM, THE 
MYSTIC. 

»8 Vro. Bob. JKorris. 

Dropping recently into a book-store, a place I love often 
to drop into, my eye fell on a little book, lately published by 
Tichnor & Fields, whose name, “ The Mystic,” naturally at- 
tracted my attention. Purchasing it for its title, I soon 
found, upon dipping into it, that 1 had gained a treasure. 
Any prejudices 1 might have formed against its author, P. 
J. Bailey, on account of the skeptical views expressed in his 
“ Festus,” were speedily removed, and admiration for his 
beautiful diction, profound doctrines, poetical thoughts, and 
inexhaustible imagery, took their place. My object, how- 
ever, in reviewing the Poem here, is to point out to your 
readers the Masonic symbolism which pervades this poem. 
Whether Mr. Bailey is a Mason or not, he has the imagina- 
tive soul so essential to one, and this labor of his is worthy 
of a Mason’s library. 

The “ Mystic ” is filled with ancient legends, odd, quaint 
and startling. It is based upon that mythological doctrine 
so ancient and impressive, that each man now upon the earth, 
has lived or must live through a succession of existences, 
each one being nobler than the last. The character, whose 
various transformations fill the Poem, is styled, 

" the Initiate of the light, 

The adopted of the water and the sun." 

The idea of the Poem, divested of its fancies and imagery, 
is a precise analogue of the Masonic theory of progression. 
The three ancient degrees, expanded in “ The Mystic ” to 
seven, are illustrated in all their grand points by the rich 
treasures he has gathered from ancient traditions in every 
land and age, and presented here. 

The progress of time, as taught so forcibly in the Masonic 
emblem of “ The Hour Glass,” is conveyed in these seven 
forms of expression in as many parts of the Poem : 
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“ Time’s sand -dry streamlet through its glassy strait 
Flowed ceaseless.” 

“ Time’s arid rivulet through its glassy gorge 
Lapsed ceaseless.” 

“ Time’s arid streamlet through its glassy gorge 
Flowed panseless.” 

“ Time’s arid runnel through its glassy gorge 
Glode ceaseless.” 

“ Time’s sand-dry runnel through its glassy strait 
Flowed checkless.” 

“ Time’s arid streamlet through its glassy gorge 
Slid ceaseless.” 

“ Time’s sand-dry streamlet through its glassy strait 
Rilled restless.” 

The passage of the sand through the gorge of the hour- 
glass was never before so expressively conveyed. 

The u initiate of the light,” who “ lived a three-fold life 
through all the ages,” is first presented to us as “ first in the 
feasts of life and the Sun’s son.” He is said to have been, 

“ Born to instate mankind in veriest truths 
By nature symboUed in gem, bloom and. wing.” 

His wisdom is thus described : 

“ Grounded in Nature’s sacred cipher, he 
The myth-insculptured language of the light, 

In templed tome and lay columnar read 
The masque of gods.” 

“ Initiate and perfect in mysteries. 

He graduated triumphant Thrice he set 
His foot upon the mount of light divine, 

And eyed the all beneath him.” 

His end in his first state of his existence is thus given : 

...” having fought his way through flood and flame, 
Helped by good demons, hindered by the bad, 

in the coffined core 

Of the heaven-wedding pyramid, at last 
He fainted in perfection ; and discerned 
How sweet was truth, for death in truth was tifo.” 

His second condition of life was of increased gloiy : 
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“ He of a damsel, sacred to the god 
With fellow-maidens sporting, whom a cloud 
Of sunset glory clasped and circumfuaed, 

With vital brilliance dropping, next was born.” 

In this state, as a teacher of truth, it is said of him, that, 

“ Attached to things divine alone, as seal 
To chart affixed, he all troth taught and sought, 

Sweetly retired.” 

For his third degree he was “ bom of the tree blood- 
sapped,” impregnated by the blowing thrice of a vital wind 
upon it ; this tree stands “ on the steep of knowledge, upon 
the royal rock four-faced.” The sides of this mountain are 
said to be directed to the cardinal points. The eastern side 
is of pure silver, the southern of ruby, the western of beryl, 
“ the dead north of glowing gold.” In this state, however, 
“ he sinned, in virtue of his nature, and sought the earth.” 
There, 

“ In saintly destitution, sacred need, 

He, light of time, his life-day harmless passed, 

Sparing all life by charity ; and since 
Ail soul-sin seems a missing of the mark, 

Resultant from imperfect force or aim. 

Exhorting aU to look and work for good 
In the supreme beneficence of God.” 

Thus, grade by grade, he advances upward from perfec- 
tion to perfection, his various existences affording the poet 
threads upon which to hang the richest jewels of thought. 

In his fourth state, it is said of him : 

“ From him the holy learned 
Religion, justice, temperance, wisdom, faith, 

Outer and inner knowledge, endogenous truth, 

The five-fold world and elemental lore ; 

All mysteries hidden and imperfect, all 
Public and perfect secrets of the world, 

Of heaven, earth, lightning, mountains, fire and clouds, 

Water and wind, and when the end draws nigh.” 

His benevolence was of this sort : 

“ Alms gave he as an alchemist whose gold 
Flows inexhaustless, or whose pearly draught 
The potable perpetuity of life 
Vouched to its proud possessor.” 
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Passing through the fifth state, he encountered an array 
of perils, innumerable and mighty, bnt overcame them all. 
Then, arriving at the Throne of Light, the Divine East, he 
saw 

“ unrolled 

Before his eyes the archives of heaven, 

The original deeds of God’s great government. 

Star-writ, the golden-winged tongue of gods. 

Time’s charter and the fire-bound book of love, 

And Heaven's all trinal lights.” 

His investment was glorious : 

“ Sword, sceptre, key, were given him, robe of white, 

And ring of royalty, wherewith he found 

Dae worship of the golden-bearded kings.” . . . 

“ They in his hands the volnmed lightnings laid, 

And bound him by an oath which all things heard 
In thunderous echo of the unuttered word.” 

The great millennial day is noted : 

“ In after times man's home to be, wherein 
Plain, perfect, shadowless, like a globe of glass, 

Men shall be known of separate nations only 
Because their lands of different jewels are.” 

One of the neatest Masonic thoughts is conveyed thus : 

u the earth 

Embraced him as a child in her dark breast. 

And of her life the active passion taught.” 

His secret affiliations thus : 


“ Many a rite 

Mysterious, secret, sacred, night and day, 

With numbers, with a winnowed few, alone, 

Tea, sole at last, he pressed through, till to him 
The son and moon, the glorious twins of light, 
God’s golden seal, God's silver seal, grew dim 
To the self-luminous truth in Hadean halls, 

Which, shining, showed the soul.” 

The last scene of his sixth act describes him as, 

“ Hallowed of heaven and consecrate of man. 

He in his palm the eye-crowned sceptre swayed, 
And belted sate enthroned and diademed.” 
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In the last degree, the seventh, 

“ For thrice nine years. 

Through fits of silence, loneness, fasting, toil, 

He fought the foe of spirit, and subdued/' 

Inspired thus, he sang a hymn of the coming glories oi 
earth and man, which ends in this wise : 

“ When in that vast volume penned of God, 

Whose text is earth, whose margin is the main. 

His everlasting service shall become 
One hymn triumphant, jubilant ; from all 
Doubt or fear free, remorse or self-reproach/' 

His great expertness in the arts of wisdom is given in 
nervous and great words: 

“ Initiate, mystic, perfected, eposst 
Illuminate, adept, transcendent, he 
Joy-like lived and died, and again lived 
Resuscitant.” 

. . “ until possessed 

Of all that could be known, the whole he knew ; 

Cropped where they grew the flowers of learning, massed 
In meadowy beds and bright with fragrant dew/' 

The tradition of Enoch conveyed so expressively in the 
degrees of Royal Arch and the “ Select of Twenty-Seven,” 
is succinctly involved in this passage : 

“ Or if conserved, in purity conserved 
Only within that temple subterrene, 

Gem-pillared and nine-porched, from dust-doomed eye 
Secreted by one deathless reared, ere yet 
Translated to the bosom of his God." 

His wisdom is again displayed thus : 

“ His eyes from constant converse with the stars 
Conceived an astral virtue, and his brow, 

Cooled with their fragrant breath, grew bright ; his soul 
One and compatient with the life of time 
Rose cosmical with all God's great designs ; 

And so on earth their luminous life enjoyed 
The unapparent and essential fetes." 

“ All gifts were therefore given him, seals and signs 
Of radiant force and triply-perfect power. 
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The spirit of earth to him his double key, 

Defensive from all ills, all goblins, gave ; 

Wisdom her adamantine seal, and Truth 
Her sapphire signet, Lore his ruby ring.*’ 

“ And one of angel charm would come .... 

who, his eye 

With spiritual dear-sight filling, showed 

Truths past all search, all height, all depth, all hound, 

Of intenpheral orders and their rise, 

Action and central end. 8he, in her own 
Bright virtue him embracing, gave his soul 
In secret, sweet assumption into heaven ; 

And both with filial and parental bliss 
Imbued, bade wander through the golden plains. 

With diamond blooms bestarred ; but era she left, 

Lest he celestial pleasures might profane, 

Commingling speech thereof with mundane things, 

By the thriee-tacred seal of secrecy 
An adamantine oath his lips she sealed.” 

The grand secret of Freemasonry, in all time, in all rites, 
for all purposes sought, is thus alluded to, in the closing 
paragraph of the Poem : 

“ For even as darkness, self-impregned, brings forth 
Creative light, and silence, speech ; so beams, 

Known through all ages hope and help of man. 

One God omnific, sole, original. 

Wise, wonder-working wielder of the whole 
Infinite, inconceivable, immense. 

The midst without beginning, and the first 
From the beginning, and of all Being last.” 

I cannot leave this beautiful Poem, so suggestive of specu- 
lation to the well-read Mason, without quoting the catalogue 
of those trials which, in the fifth degree, are described as 
the probation of the initiate : 


M on he sped 

Through lions, wolves and dragons, men of might. 
Open or secret enemies, sands of fire, 

And storms of hail, the world’s contempt or hate. 
The spells of wine and gold, luxurious love. 
Seductive beldames and adulterous ghouls, 

Vices that flesh devour, defile the dead, 

The sun-fowl, spirit of life-consuming time, 

The demons that in mental darkness dwell. 
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The brazen fort of royal tyranny, 

With sin-black hills engirthed, circnmferent six. 

Central the seventh, all-mastering, though half-spent ; 
Through threatening files of flamy ghosts and fiends 
Created from primeval darknesses ; 

The horrors of all visionary hells ; 

Huge spectral demons, figurative of sins ; 

And clueless mazes to the mouldy abyss 
Where, couched on rottenness and guarded sole 
By pitfalls brimmed with crawling, weltering worms, 

Lo ! the white monster which appals the world ; 

Death, but not him. O’er moats of sanguine slime, 
And towers where glared a green and ghastly light, 

And battlemental walls of human bones. 

He sprang triumphant on his shrieking foe ; 

Smote him, and from his heart three blood-drops black — 
Black as the night the Son-God passed in hell — 

Wrung ; thence ascending by a starry stair, 

Each step a bliss, a virtue, he emerged 
Soldier of God and conqueror of all fear, 

Therewith to purge the eyes of wisest men.*' 


FAMILIAR COMMENTS ON ARCHITECTURE. 
NO. IX. 


While dwelling upon the southern and oriental styles of 
Architecture, it may be well in passing to take a review of 
Arabian or Saracenic art, which, although much influenced 
by the Byzantine, has nevertheless many independent fea- 
tures and characteristics in its composition. It is doubtless 
an offshoot from that of Byzantium, so modified by new forms 
and principles, as almost to have lost all similitude to its 
parent. The original (the Byzantine) had its birth in Chris- 
tianity, and was scarcely, either in form or detail, adapted to 
the necessities of the worship of the disciples of Mahomet. 

The wide-spreading influence of this style forms an impor- 
tant page in the history of the art of Architecture, and to it 
belongs much of the credit of originating or preshadowing 
the Gothic. Such an event may have been purely accidental, 
or it may have been a connecting link in the chain of styles 
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'which, about this time, was continually changing, and appear- 
ing by natural processes to be approaching a climax in the 
art, which was eventually arrived at in the middle period of 
the Gothic. There is but little worthy of imitation or ad- 
miration in Saracenic Architecture, either in composition or 
construction, and its only value as an independent style is in 
a historic point of view. The religious restrictions of the 
Mahomedans, more arbitrary than a correct taste, deprived 
their sacred buildings of one of the chief aids to beauty. 
Their laws forbid every representation or approach to ani- 
mated forms, either in sculpture or painting, and in this 
instance at least they fell far short of all their predecessors. 
This want must have been severely felt, and may have given 
rise to many of the absurdities which crowd each other 
throughout their edifices. The principal effect of their build- 
ings arises from an excessive richness and gorgeousness — a 
fantastic and inconsistent form — a jumbled mass of barbaric 
magnificence, contrary to all just principles of taste, or laws 
of proportion — yet certainly delightful, enchanting, and at 
first sight creating the impression of a fairy palace rather 
than the productions of men ; and this, added to the romance 
which invests all the works of the Moors, takes possession 
of the fancy, and almost robs the beholder of the power of 
criticism. 

The characteristic features of Arabian Architecture are 
the colonnades, or arcades. The form of arch commonly 
used is the horse-shoe. Both these features are fatal defects 
to the development of the style among a refined and civil- 
ized people. The constructive arrangement is also wrong, 
inconsistent and inconvenient, besides being expensive and 
very much dependent upon local circumstances. In arrange- 
ment it necessarily happens that the spaces between the piers 
cannot be of uniform width, while the height may remain 
the same, and this causes the constant use of stilted arches, 
an unsightly feature, and still more so when of the horso- 
sho e form. All msthetical principles require the lines to con- 
tinue upward from the pier on each side, and alter passing 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



396 


THE ASHLAR. 


the springing point, gradually to approach the centre either 
by circular or elliptical lines ; and any form which carries 
the lines of the arch out of this direction, either approaching 
to or receding from the centre unduly, creates an unpleasant 
effect ; in the one case, leaving an incongruous projection, 
and in the other, cutting away the arch-stones so as to de- 
stroy the effect of strength, and of proper mathematical con- 
struction — the arches appear to be bursting out from each 
other, or falling off the piers, and creating an unsightly 
effect. 

In the early history of Arabian Architecture we find a 
studied intention to avoid the use of all forms applied to 
Christian temples, but their architects were not possessed of 
sufficient inventive genius to be enabled entirely to set them 
aside ; although whole cities were destroyed, and new ones 
erected out of the material furnished by the ruins — and to 
the casual observer they so far succeeded by their gross sys- 
tem of decoration, as to leave the impression of an original 
style ; but the student and the searcher after truth, cannot 
be so blinded, and sees in all their works the evidences of 
the originals from which they were copied, very often imita- 
tated or concealed in a very imperfect and bungling manner. 

While the Arabian style of Architecture has made less 
progress, during its existence, than any other style preceding 
or contemporaneous with it, while it was no improvement on 
the Byzantine, but on the contrary retains many of its in- 
congruities with but few of its beauties, it has nevertheless 
had a very lengthened existence, and is still highly prized by 
the countries where Mahometanism prevails. The common 
form of the Mosque is an open space surrounded by a portico, 
and usually covered with a fiat roof; sometimes having a 
series of bulbous-formed cupolas surmounting it — although 
this form of dome generally belongs to the tomb, the foun- 
tain, the palace, or minaret. The windows are mostly formed 
with round or pointed arches over them, either single, or, as 
in some cases, divided by shafts, with occasional attempts at 
tracery in them, as well as in the panels which are often 
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used, the same as in the later Gothic style. The openings 
are mostly devoid of mouldings, for which reason they have 
a tame, insipid and lifeless appearance. In some of the ear- 
lier examples, the piers were formed of bricks, having rude- 
ly foliated capitals, nearly flat, and worked in plaster. The 
capitals lost all character for want of a requisite depth and 
projection, and giving no effect, are consequently worthless 
as ornaments. The absence of bases of any kind gave a 
weak and slender look to the piers, leaving a very unsatis- 
factory evidence and impression of the genius and talents of 
Arabian designers. In later times the stone column was more 
frequently used, sometimes square, but more usually octag- 
onal, or square with the corners chamfered off. The flat and 
useless capital was dispensed with, which was certainly an 
improvement, but no bases were used. The stilted horse- 
shoe arch was used, with a span quite out of proportion to 
the size and height of the pillar, and rather increasing than 
diminishing the overwhelming and crushing weight they ap- 
peared to sustain in the building. In some examples a bar- 
barous imitation of the Corinthian column was adopted, and 
an attempt at a base and capital introduced. Later still, and 
yet previous to the birth of Norman and Gothic Architec- 
ture, the obtuse and equilateral pointed arches are commonly 
found, mixed with the circular horse-shoe arch. These com- 
binations have indeed a curious effect, the columns often em- 
ployed being those taken from destroyed Christian temples, 
mixed with their own rude attempts in imitation of them. 
The arches, in all probability, of three or four different styles, 
obtuse, equilateral, or circular horse-shoe, all jumbled in to- 
gether, some stilted and others springing from their natural 
centres, the want of mouldings to relieve the arches, and the 
flat, tame appearance consequently induced by their absence, 
can be well conceived to be an inharmonious and unsightly 
mass. 

The tall and slender minaret, although a conspicuous fea- 
ture, as are the campiniles of the Lombard style, yet they are 
a very useless and unnecessary appendage. The Moslem 
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congregations are not called to worship by the sound of the 
bell, but are gathered by the human voice, and consequently, 
instead of being a symbol of Christianity, they are a badge 
of desecration. Their form is generally octagonal, and they 
are usually surrounded by a narrow gallery on the top, from 
whence the crier calls the faithful to prayer. 

The elements of Gothic art are plainly to be traced in 
their works. The panelled walls, filled with trefoils and 
quarter foils ; the complete crowding in of every vacant spot 
with carving and tracery, although rarely with any effective 
relief ; the pointed arches of obtuse and equilateral form, all 
show that to this style of art belongs at least a portion of 
the credit of developing the Gothic style of Architecture. 

The works of the Spanish Arabs were the material embodi- 
ment of our ideas of fairy palaces, and romantic visions of 
oriental gorgeousness ; glowing in lavish splendor, with tin- 
selled walls and exaggerated carvings crowded over without 
the loss of an inch of space. Their interiors, with countless 
rows of columns, diverging, crossing and recrossing in all 
directions, placed in tiers above each other, some antique 
even at that time, others in rude imitation of Grecian, or Ro- 
man, or Byzantine models, with or without bases and capitals, 
as accident or fancy decided, supporting a web work of gro- 
tesque and fantastically formed arches of all shapes and 
appearances ; filling the mind with a mixture half of wonder 
and half of admiration, yet not leaving the slightest breath 
of that inspiration which is called into life by the beauty of 
the simplest classic model, and merely creating a feeling of 
surprise at the reflection, that so vast an amount of toil and 
thought and extravagance should be wasted to so little pur- 
pose. The palaces of the Alhambra are splendid specimens 
of the violation of pure taste and true principles. We cannot 
think of it and be divested of its magnificence, yet, no- 
where in the world can there be found so complete a disre- 
gard for purity, or all that is beautiful and consistent in 
Architecture, either as an art or as a science, than in the 
palaces of the Moorish kings of Spain. 
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The interior of the Alhambra looks like an overwhelming 
mass of jumbled groin and arch, hanging suspended in the 
air without any apparent support, like Mahomet’s coffin ; so 
slight and stilt-like are the columns, that their presence is 
more painful and unpleasant to the eye, than would be their 
absence. A slender, reed-like pillar supports a capital far 
too large, and overlapping it all round, the arch above again 
overlapping the capital. In some places, double columns, or 
rather columns set in pairs, are used, the space between them 
even adding to the appearance of want of sufficient strength. 
This building is one gorgeous mass of fantastic decoration 
and ornament. The spandrels are filled with arabesques, 
and the lavish spread of ornament over the whole structure, 
goes far to counterbalance the many acts of violence com- 
mitted against the true principles of decoration as well as 
of construction. 

Another remarkable structure in this style of art is the 
tower of the Giralda at Seville, which is now a vast campar 
nile, connected with the cathedral church built by the Chris- 
tians after the expulsion of the Moors from Spain ; but we 
have not space for enlarging on a description of this edifice ; 
nor can we in this article trace the influence of Arabian Ar- 
chitecture throughout the East, into Persia and Hindoostan. 
It is sufficient for our purpose at this time to show, that 
through the influence of a superstitious religion, it has ex- 
isted for centuries, side by side with purer and more perfect 
examples of art, all the time violating every rule of order 
and correct artistic execution, and remains to this day in all 
the lands where the shadow of the crescent is cast. Step by 
step, the light of the cross is battling back that crooked 
shadow, and onward must be the march of Christendom, until 
the mighty palaces which now exist in all the barbarous pride 
of false worship, shall be looked back upon, in the distance, 
as pages in the history of an infidel people, the ruins of whose 
works is all that is left to mark its results. 

Architect. 
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MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE — QUERIES AND 
REPLIES. 


Allyn Weston, Esq.: 

Dear Sir: — In May, 1853 or *54, (I do not remember exactly 
which,) I was made an Entered Apprentice Mason by Duval Lodge, 
No. 99, at Bardstown, Nelson county, Kentucky. Shortly afterwards 
I left Kentucky and went to Missouri, unintentionally neglecting to 
pay my dues. (Apprentices at that Lodge were required to pay dues.) 
In about nine months I returned to Bardstown, and requested the Sec- 
retary of the Lodge above mentioned to give me an account of my 
dues to the Lodge, as I desired, (being ignorant of Masonic Jurispru- 
dence,) to pay mem up and get a demit. But before I learned now 
much my arrearage was, I was unexpectedly called off to Illinois, where 
I have remained ever since. Some months after I came to this State, 
by writing to the Secretary, I learned how much I was indebted to the 
Lodge — something over two dollars — and after having it paid, Mr. 
Benjamin Ellis, the then Secretary of Duval Lodge No. 99, sent me 
a certificate, under his hand, stating that I “was an Entered Appren- 
tice Mason in good standing, having been initiated, Ac., having paid 
all my dues, &c.” (I do not recollect the exact wording of the certi- 
ficate.) This certificate I gave to the Master of the Lodge at N. 
in this State, where I then resided, for the action of that Lodge, for I 
was verydesirous of going ahead, and taking the other degrees. 

The W. M., as well as other members of the Lodge, deeming the 
certificate insufficient because the seal of the Lodge and Master’s si ma- 
ture were not attached, he, (W. M.) at my request, wrote to the Sec- 
retary of Duval Lodge aforesaid, enclosing the said certificate, stating 
wherein the Lodge at N. thought it was deficient, and requesting him 
(the Secretary,) to return to me a proper one. This request was not 
complied with, and, as I learn from a reliable source, Duval Lodge No. 
99, and Major Barbour Lodge, the two Lodges then in Bardstown, 
Ky., sometime afterwards surrendered their charters, and, I believe, 
took out a new charter, embracing the members of both Lodges, under 
a new name, style, Ac. 

Will you be kind enough to instruct me in what manner I shall pro- 
ceed to become prepared to apply for admission into the F. C. and M. 
M. degrees here ? 

Ans. All that is necessary to be done, is to furnish to the 
Lodge where you are now residing, evidence that you took the 
E. A. degree in a regular Lodge in Kentucky, and that that 
Lodge is no longer in existence. The best method to do this, 
would be to obtain from the Grand Secretary of Kentucky, a 
certificate of the death of the Lodge in which you were made 
an E. A., and evidence from the members that you there re- 
ceived the first degree. 
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Mr. Allyn Weston: 

Dear Sir and Brother : — A brother Master Mason petitioned for 
the degrees conferred in our Chapter and was duly elected, but, before 
the degrees were conferred upon him, information was brought that he 
had committed a veiy serious offence, one that would have debarred 
him at any time, if known. The question raised is this : Shall the 
Chapter reconsider the vote and place the petition back in the hands of 
the committee, with instructions to report, with a knowledge of the 
facts, that the Chapter may again ballot and reject bhn, or should they 
take some other course to perfect their minutes, and show that the 
business has been disposed of, and the applicant rejected ? Would not 
the right to reconsider a favorable ballot imply a right to reconsider an 
unfavorable one ? You will confer a great favor by giving this ques- 
tion your early attention, and replying as soon as practicable. 

Ans. The ballot in the case cited could not be recon- 
sidered. The proper course to pursue is, for the High Priest 
to refuse to confer the degrees,, and if he deem it expedient, 
he can have his reasons for so doing entered upon the records. 


A petition was received, with fee, and referred to committee as 
usual. At the next regular communication the committee reports un- 
favorably, the petitioner not being a resident of the State one year. 
Motion made, as usual, to receive report and spread the ballot ; over- 
ruled by W. M., on the ground that the petition was illegal . Now 
Resolution XLI, Proceedings of Crand Lodge, forbid “ any petition 
to be returned without the ballot.” Should not this rule apply? Is 
not lack of age, as much a deficiency, as lack of the fee, or lack of 
good character, as far as any action of the Lodge can affect? A 
motion subsequently carried to return the fee. 

Ans. We think our correspondent is correct. The forty- 
first resolution is as follows : 

Resolved , That no subordinate Lodge shall be permitted to return 
a petition which has been presented for membership or initiation 
without first balloting for the candidate. 

In accordance with this, the ballot should have been taken. 


“ The last round of the ladder of the angels, the one 
nearest heaven, and farthest removed from the selfishness of 
the earth, is charity.” 

26 — vol. in. no. ix. 
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For To Awur 

MASONIC CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS OF 
EUROPE. 


Royal Freemasons’ Charity for Female Children. St 

John’s Hill, Battersea Rise. Instituted in 1788, for the 

Maintenance and Education of indigent Female Children 

of Reduced Freemasons. 

Right Hon. Earl of Zetland, M. W. G. M., President. 

The Charity supported by voluntary contributions from 
the nobility, gentry and others, and from all the principal 
Lodges under the Constitution of England, and also by cer- 
tain donations from the Grand Lodge. 

Qualifications of Governors. 

1. Every subscriber of One Guinea per annum becomes 
a Governor during the continuance of such subscription. 

2. Every subscriber of Ten Guineas becomes a Governor 
for life, and a member of the General Committee. 

3. Every person serving the office of Anniversary Stew- 
ard to the Charity, and at the same time subscribing Ten 
Guineas , is entitled to two votes during life. 

4. Every Lodge subscribing One Guinea per annum, 
thereby constitutes the Master thereof, pro tempore, a Gov- 
ernor. 

5. Every Lodge subscribing Ten Guineas , thereby consti- 
tutes its Master, pro tempore , a Governor for fifteen years. 

6. Every Lodge subscribing Twenty Guineas at one pay- 
ment, or in several payments within three years, constitutes 
its Master, pro tempore , a Governor during its existence. 

7. Every donor of Fifty Guineas , in one sum, or within 
three years, becomes a Vice President, and entitled to five 
votes during life. 

' All Governors and Subscribers have the privilege of 
voting by proxy, provided their respective representatives be 
Masons and subscribers duly authorized. 

A Quarterly General Court of all the Governors is holden 
at the School House, on the second Thursday in January and 
July, and at the Freemasons’ Tavern, second Thursday in 
April and October, at 12 o’clock. 
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A General Committee, consisting of all life Governors 
and thirty Annual Governors, meet at the Freemasons’ 
Tavern on the last Thursday in every month, at 12 o’clock, 
precisely. 

Children are admitted into the school between the ages of 
8 and 11 years, and continue therein till they have attained 
the age of 15. 

Particulars as to the mode of application for admission, 
etc., may be obtained at the School House. 

Subscriptions are received by Benjamin Bond Cabbell, 
Esq., M. P., Treasurer; Messrs. Williams, Deacon & Co., 
20 Birchinlaw ; and by the Grand Secretary, Freemasons’ 
Hall. 


The Royal Masonic Institution ; for Clothing, Educating, 
and Apprenticing the Sons of Indigent and Deceased 
Freemasons. Established in 1798. Office, No. 34 Great 
Queen street, Lincoln’s-inn-Fields. 

Her Majesty the Queen, Patroness . 

The Earl of Zetland, M. W. G. M.; President . 

This Institution is supported like the former. Children of 
all religious denominations are admitted between the ages of 
7 and 13 years, and are clothed and educated until the age 
of 15. 

The General Committee meet at the office on the first 
Saturday in every month at 4 o’clock in the afternoon, pre- 
cisely, to receive petitions for admission, forms of which may 
be had of the Secretary. 

Quarterly Meetings of the Governors and Subscribers are 
held at the office on the third Monday in January, April, 
July and October, at 12 o’clock in the morning. 

Building Fund . 

It is proposed, as soon as sufficient funds can be obtained, 
to establish a school for the maintenance and education of a 
large number of the children, for which purpose half the 
surplus income of the Institution is set apart to form a 
Building Fund , and donations and subscriptions are received 
from those who are already life Governors or Subscribers. 
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Qualifications and Privileges of Governors , etc. 

1. A donation of Ten Guineas , or upwards, constitutes a 
Governor for life, who is entitled to vote at all committees 
and meetings, with the privilege of two votes at elections for 
children ; and every person serving the office of Anniversary 
Steward to the Charity, and at the same time subscribing 
Ten Guineas , is entitled to an extra vote. 

2. A donation of Five Guineas constitutes a Subscriber 
for life. 

3. Persons subscribing One Guinea annually, are eligible 
to be elected on the Committee. 

4. A donation of Ten Guineas by any Lodge constitutes 
the Master, pro tempore , a Governor during the existence of 
the Lodge. 

5. Lodges subscribing One Guinea annually, constitute 
Masters Subscribers, and render them eligible to be elected 
on the Committee. 

6. The first named executor of any person paying a 
legacy of Twenty Guineas or upwards, is deemed a Governor. 

Donations and subscriptions will be received by Benjamin 
Bond Cabbell, Esq., M. P., Treasurer ; by the Grand Secre- 
tary ; by the Secretary of the Institution, Mr. A. U. Thisel- 
ton ; and by the Collector , Mr. George Paradice, 47 Prince’s 
road, Kensington-cross. 


PRINCE FREDERICK WILLIAM, THE MASON. 


The following account of Prince Frederick, who recently 
married the Princess Royal of England, is taken from the 
Freemasons 9 Monthly Magazine : 

“ It is proper to premise, that the patronymic of the young 
Prince, is Frederick William , and that he is the son of the 
present heir to the crown of Prussia. The ceremony of his 
initiation took place in the Grand Lodge of Germany, at 
Berlin, on the 5th November, 1853, — a, special meeting 
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having been called for the purpose, at the palace of the 
Prince’s father, who is the Protector of the Order in Prussia. 
The M. W. Grand Master, Dr. Bush, presided on the occa- 
sion. The Grand Lodge having been opened, the Royal 
Protector informed the Brethren that his son, Frederick Wil- 
liam, had long since expressed to him his desire to become a 
member of the Order, but as he was not at that time of the 
lawful age of twenty-five years, he had deferred complying 
with his wishes until the present time, not liking to extend 
the necessary dispensation too far. He had therefore delayed 
bringing him forward until he had attained to the age of 
twenty-two years. And he had to-day called the Grand 
Lodge together for the purpose of admitting his son into the 
Order, and he hoped he would be found worthy of it. 4 His 
future,’ he said, 4 if his life be spared, will for a long time 
be a guarantee for his powerful protection of the Order, if it 
continues to keep and preserve the true principles of Ma- 
sonry.’ He had, he continued, selected the Grand Lodge of 
Germany for the reception of his son, because he had himself 
received his initiation in the same body ; and concluded by 
requesting the M.W. Grand Master Bush to perform the 
solemn ceremony. The Prince Frederick William was then 
initiated and made a Master Mason, in due and ancient form. 
After which his Royal Father addressed him substantially as 
follows : 

‘ It has been for some years your desire to be initiated in the Order 
of Freemasonry. Your wish is now complied with ; and it was per- 
formed in the same manner, that I was made a Mason, and as I wished 
it performed on you. However, the initiation is only general, and 
aphoristically explained. It will, nevertheless, convince you, that the 
nature of the Order is a very serious, a holy, and sublime one. There 
is only one way in the life of man which brings him to comprehend real 
sublimity, — to the right understanding of this necessary way, the 
Order will lead you, if it is, and continually remains, your endeavor to 
take its holy lessons and bring them to action and truth. There are 
plenty of loud voices from outside of the Order, who take pains to 
obscure and suspect it ; but I think no one is able to decide about the 
Order, who does not know anything more about it, and being myself 
convinced of the true nature of the Order, I shall never listen to such 
voices. May the future give proof, that you also, with a clear and 
unbiased eye, will decide and know to protect the Order. Men will 
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abuse the Order, because its mysteries are clothed with secrets, and 
they don’t take the pains to convince themselves that it is necessary to 
be so ; and just as it is the practice of those who are going to destroy, 
and look only at the outside appearance of things, so it is in this case — 
the opponents do not wish to look deeper into the principles of the 
Order, purposely not to become better informed. Be and become a 
strong protector to the Order : then not only your own future will be 
safe, out also you will bear in yourself the pleasant satisfaction, that 
you endeavored to concentrate around you truth and goodness.’ ” 


THE WORK BEGUN. 

From the Masonic Review. 

There is an Encampment of Knights Templar in Detroit, 
Michigan. A few of its members were also members of 
Peninsular Chapter in that city, the Chapter which the G. G. 
H. P., Charles Gilman, Esq., pronounced a clandestine body. 
It will be remembered, however, that said Chapter received 
its charter from the Grand Chapter of Michigan, and is 
regarded by that body as legal as any other Chapter under 
its jurisdiction. Its High Priest, H. S. Roberts, Esq., a most 
excellent man and talented workman, was a member of said 
Encampment ; so was Bro. Weston, Editor of The Ashlar ; 
so, also, a Bro. Ensworth — all Masons in good standing. 

To punish these men for their determination to abide by 
the decision of their Grand Chapter, which they deem it 
their imperious duty to do , and to encourage Companion Gil- 
man in his proceedings, the Grand Master of the General 
Grand Encampment of the United States issued his mandate 
to Detroit Encampment, requiring that body to proceed 
against those of its members who were members of Penin- 
sular Chapter, requiring them to withdraw therefrom, and 
on their refusal to do so, to expel them ! These worthy 
brethren were accordingly summoned before said Encamp- 
ment, and on their refusal to ignore said Chapter, were 
eocpelled from the Encampment ! ! We shall see where 
these proceedings will end. 
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STATISTICS OF MASONRY IN ILLINOIS. 


Bro. Harman G. Reynolds deserves all the praise be- 
stowed on him by Bro. Morris* for his assiduity in the per- 
formance of his duties as Grand Secretary of Illinois. The 
following is the table alluded to in Bro. Morris’ sketch : 


Number of Members in 232 Chartered Lodges returned 8,526 

Estimate for 7 Lodges not returned 150 

Estimate for Lodges IJ. D 50 


Total 8,726 

Estimated number of non-affiliated Masons 4,000 


Grand Total 12,726 

Number of Initiations reported 2,011 

Number of Passings reported .' 1,871 

Number of Raisings reported 1,659 


Total degrees conferred 5,541 

Estimate for 7 Lodges not reported 35 


Grand Total 5,576 

Cleveland Lodge No. 211, conferred 152 Degrees. 

Wm. B. Warren Lodge No. 209, conferred 98 44 

Trio Lodge No. 57, conferred 72 “ 

Peoria Lodge No. 15, conferred 67 44 

Avon Harmony Lodge No. 253, conferred 66 44 

Marengo Lodge No. 138, conferred 60 44 

Oakland Lodge No. 219, conferred 59 “ 

Lafayette Lodge No. 18, conferred 58 44 

Mount Joliet Lodge No. 42, conferred 57 44 

Rockford Lodge No. 102, conferred 54 “ 

Lacon Lodge No. 61, conferred 54 44 

Vienna Lodge No. 150, conferred 53 “ 

Bureau Lodge No. 112, conferred 52 14 

Pana Lodge No. 226, conferred 52 “ 

Temple Lodge No. 46, conferred 51 44 

Cedar Lodge No. 124, conferred * • • * . . 51 44 


Belvidere, Central, Prairie, Metamora, DeKalb, Wabansia, Fort 
Armstrong, Dallas City, Fulton City, Freedom, Grandview, Homer. 
Lavely, Sterling and Farmers’ Lodges, have conferred from 40 to 49 
degrees each, being, in the whole, 657 degrees, averaging to each 
Lodge nearly 44. 

* 8m Bro. Monte’ biographical sketch in the last number of Tn Aula*. 
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The highest number Initiated in 1856, was 52 

The highest number Passed, was 41 

The highest number Raised, was 8G 

The highest number of degrees conferred, was 129 


Of the Initiates whose avocations are reported — 

Five hundred and twenty-nine are farmers. 

Four hundred and thirtv-eight are mechanics. 

Three hundred and twelve are merchants, traders and druggists. 
Thirty-four are ministers of the gospel. 

Twenty-six are attorneys at law. 

Sixty-nine are physicians and dentists. 

Twenty-five hold county, city and judiciary offices. 

Twenty are teachers of music or schools. 

Six are editors of newspapers. 

Sixty-six are railroad men. 

Twenty-five are hotel keepers. 

Eleven are bankers and brokers. 

Eighteen are engineers. 

One hundred and seven are clerks and accountants. 

Seventy-five follow various other avocations. 


SOVEREIGNTY OF THE GRAND CHAPTER OF 
MICHIGAN INVADED — MART YRDOM OF TEM- 
PLARS IN DETROIT. 

From the Mirror and Keystone. 

Any illegal assumption of power by those in authority, any 
act of injustice done to the humblest member of the fraternity 
by his peers, are both the one and the other subjects of the 
deepest interest to the whole Craft. 

Both the one and the other, have, in our opinion, been 
clearly committed by the most unheard-of interference, on 
the part of a General Grand Officer, in the lawful legislation 
of the Grand Chapter of Michigan, which, if permitted to 
remain unexposed by the independent Masonic press, and the 
attention of the membership throughout the length and 
breadth of our land, not called to the same through its 
columns, a weightier responsibility than we should like to 
assume, would rest upon it. 

From various documents just received, as well as from the 
pages of that excellent journal, The Ashlar, we find that the 
sovereignty of the Grand Chapter of Michigan has been 
invaded by the General Grand High Priest of the United 
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States, and as we think we shall prove most illegally ; and 
that as a natural consequence of such unlawful assumption of 
power by that high officer, (notwithstanding the action of the 
Grand Chapter of Michigan,) three of the most enlightened 
Masons in that State, (two of them, Companions Weston and 
Roberts, personally known to us, the Associate Editor, to be 
44 sans puer , sans reproche ,”) ( have been made to suffer mar- 
tyrdom, by a conclave of their Companions, who claim as 
their highest boast, that they are Christians ! and Knights 
Templar ! ! 

The gist of the matter is this : * 

Had the address of the Grand High Priest of Michigan, 
or the able editorial of Comp. Weston in The Ashlar, 
touched the points we intend to allude to, we should not now 
refer to them, or probably to the subject at all. But as they 
prove clearly the illegality of the acts of the General Grand 
High Priest, we do so, to sustain by irrefragable proof, and 
from the proceedings of the General Grand Chapter, the 
assertion we have made. In the year 1851 we think it was, 
it may have been in 1852, Ancient Chapter No. 1, New York, 
protested against certain action had by the Grand Chapter of 
the State, and appealed to the General Grand Chapter of the 
United States, through the General Grand High Priest, for 
redress. The General Grand High Priest, Governor Dunlap, 
whatever may have been his opinions on the merits of the 
case, but probably from a knowledge of the fact that he had 
no power in the premises, did not act. He, however, in his 
address, as well as the General Grand Secretary in his 
report, alluded to the subject, when it was referred to a 
committee consisting of Comps. A. G. Mackey, C. A. Ray- 
mond, C. G. Storer, and Philip R. Schley, whose report, as 
far as regards the right of a subordinate Chapter to appeal 
from the action of its Grand Chapter to the General Grand 
Chapter, is as follows : f 

********* * 

No one can question the Masonic ability as jurisprudists of 
the distinguished Companions composing the committee who 
submitted the above report, to decide on so important a 
question as the one referred to them, 44 The right of a sub- 
ordinate Chapter to appeal to this General Grand Chapter 

* Hero follows a statement of the case which is familiar to our readers. 

t We omit the report of the committee which we hare published before. 
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from the decisions of its Grand Chapter,” the committee said, 
and the G. G. Chapter adopted their views, 44 is a right for 
the declaration of which your Committee have in vain 
searched in the Constitutions of this G. G. Chapter — it is 
a right for the admission of which they can find no precedent 
in the proceedings of this body.” The committee even went 
further, and declared that the acknowledgment of such a 
right, 44 would be furnishing a precedent that your committee 
believe would be productive of manifold, important and 
almost fatal evils in the legislation of Royal Arch Masonry.” 
The G. G. H. Priest, therefore, in the action taken by him, as 
regards Peninsular Chapter in Detroit, on the complaint of a 
sister Chapter, deriving its authority to work from the same 
Grand Chapter, not only violated the law of the General 
Grand Chapter, but he illegally ignored, or attempted to 
ignore, the solemn acts of a sovereign Grand Chapter, by 
declaring a warrant granted by it to be irregular. The only 
power either he, or the body of which he is the head, pos- 
sessed 44 to settle all difficulties which may arise,” was 
decided by the G. G. Chapter in 1853, 44 to refer to difficul- 
ties which may arise between State Grand Chapters , and not 
to those occurring between these bodies and their subor- 
dinates” 

This, we think, will, from the above report, appear conclu- 
sive to any and every Companion, and they will agree with 
us, that the thanks of all R. A. Masons are justly due to the 
enlightened Companion who presides over the Grand Chap- 
ter of Michigan, for the prompt action taken by him in the 
issuing, subsequently to the unlawful edict of the G. G. H. P., 
his proclamation 44 declaring Peninsular Chapter regular , 
and its acts valid,” and commanding all the Chapters in his 
jurisdiction to respect it as such. We are glad to find that 
all obeyed, except 44 Lansing Chapter” which has been 
silenced for its refusal to do so. But the action of the G. G. 
Chapter of the United States, in 1853, conclusive though it 
was, seems to have been forgotten by some leading Com- 
panions in 1856, as has been the case by the G. G. H. Priest 
6ince that period. A reference to page 29 of the printed 
transactions of the G. G. Chapter, 1856, will show that 
Comp. Tucker, of Vermont, presented another complaint 
from Ancient Chapter, New York, against its Grand Chapter, 
when, on motion of Corap. Mackey, it was unanimously 

“ Resolved, That this Grand Chapter cannot receive any document 
purporting to be a complaint against a Grand Chapter.” 
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We are much pleased to find that the Grand Chapter of 
Michigan sustained the noble and constitutional attitude 
taken by its High Priest. The General Grand Chapter 
having failed in many important matters, which it was sup- 
posed were lawfully within its supervision, and among others 
to adopt an uniform system of work, great and growing dis- 
satisfaction with it has become more than apparent; for 
since its last convocation in Sept., 1856, two of its con- 
stituent Grand Chapters have withdrawn from it, and others 
are ready to follow, if we read correctly the signs of the 
times. Can it be doubted that a few more such invasions of 
vested rights, as that attempted to be perpetrated by its pre- 
siding officer in the case under consideration, will, before the 
close of the next triennial meeting, bring to his mind 
u Cooper's ” lines, slightly altered : 

“ Away went Gilman, neck or nought, 

Away went hat and wig ; 

He little dreamt, when he set out, 

Of running such a rig 

But it appears from the papers before us, that the members 
of Monroe Chapter, though foiled in their capacity as Royal 
Arch Masons to annul the warrant of Peninsular Chapter, 
determined to wreak their vengeance on their old Companions 
Roberts, Weston and Ensworth, by degrading (?) them as 
Knights Templar. Through their instigation, for they con- 
trolled it, Detroit Commandery No. 1, by some means not 
yet made known, conveyed to the General Grand Master of 
Knights Templar of the United States, a complaint, based 
upon the illegal edict of the G. G. H. Priest of the G. G. 
Chapter against Peninsular Chapter, informing him at the 
same time that some of their Sir Knights were attached to 
the latter body. As the General Grand Encampment in 1853, 
took the same ground in the matter of Columbian Encamp- 
ment No. 1, New York, which the G. G. Chapter did as 
regards Ancient Chapter No. 1, we are led to suppose that 
the venerable Frere , the General Grand Master, was kept in 
ignorance of the true position of affairs, else we feel certain 
he would not have interfered in this matter, for he is too well 
versed in all the legislation of the several branches of the 
Order, to have*made otherwise such a mistake. 

Suffice it to say that he was informed by members of 
Detroit Commandery, the members of which as R. A. Masons, 
and members of Monroe Chapter, were the opponents of 
Peninsular Chapter, that several of the Companions of the 
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latter body, which had been pronounced by the G. G. H. P. 
irregular, were Sir Knights on the roll of the former, when 
the G. G. Master, under date of October 19th, 1857, without 
any correspondence with the Grand Chapter of Michigan, or 
its officers, and probably forgetting the resolves of the (Jen - 
eral Grand Chapter of 1853 and 1856, admitted the legality 
of the action of the G. G. H. P., and by a mere dash of his 
pen, and upon ex parte testimony, declared that such members 
of Peninsular Chapter as were Knights Templar, should with- 
draw from the same. The Detroit Commandery (or in other 
words, Monroe Chapter,) thus armed, required Sir Knights 
Roberts, Weston and Ensworth, to withdraw from Peninsular 
Chapter, under the penalties. These martyrs appeared 
before the Commandery, in accordance with summons, and 
put in as a defence, or rather reply to the summons, a most 
able and unanswerable document. All, however, would not 
do. The matter was evidently cut and dried, and the axe 
sharpened. They had to suffer temporary martyrdom, for 
the followers of the meek and lowly Jesus in Detroit Com- 
mandery, although acting as that body professes, upon 
Christian principles, declared them expelled ! ! We would 
not exchange the present position of our three Freres for 
that momentarily enjoyed by the opponents of Peninsular 
Chapter in Detroit Commandery, for all the honors they 
could confer on us. Martyred Companions, we say unto 
you, be of good cheer, for 

“ The man resolved and steadfast to his trust, 

Irreconcilable to ill, relying on the just, 

Can the rude rabble’s insolence despise, 

Their vulgar clamors, and tumultuous cries.” 


Wisdom. — One of the three principal supports of Masonry. 
It is represented by the Ionic column, and the W.\ M.\ ; be- 
cause the Ionic wisely combines the strength without the 
massiveness of the Doric ; with the grace, without the exuber- 
ance of ornament of the Corinthian ; and because it is the 
duty of the*W.\ M.\ to superintend, instrucf and enlighten 
the Craft by his superior wisdom. Solomon, King of Israel, 
is also considered as the column of wisdom that supported 
the temple . — Masonic Lexicon . 
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MASONIC ITEMS. 


A new Lodge, U. D., has been organized in Chicago. 
It is called Blaney Lodge, in honor of Bro. J. V. Z. Blaney, 
M. D. Its officers are, 

George Cowper, W. M. 

J. H. Gest, S. W. 

Matthew Taylor, J. W. 

Gilbert R. Smith, Secretary. 

Orson Brooks, Treasurer. 

H. C. W. Cowdery, S. D. 

H. H. Scoville, J. D. 

Russell Smith, W. A. Hendrie, Stewards. 

Charles Biggs, Edwin Bean, Masters Ceremony. 

T. J. Sherwood, Tyler. 

Another Lodge, we learn, is soon to be started by our 
German Brethren in Chicago. 

flgg“The April No. of the Masonic Review commences its 
19th vol. 

We have received the Address of Grand Master John 
T. Heard, delivered before the Grand Lodge of Massachu- 
setts. It is a model document of its kind. 


Bro. J. W. Hunt, M. D., of Madison, Wis., has 
recently been presented by his Lodge with a P. M. jewel. 
The recipient is indeed worthy. 


We are pleased to learn that Greenly Lodge, at 
Adrian, Mich., is in a highly flourishing condition. It 
received a charter at the last communication of the Grand 
Lodge of Michigan. Bro. W. L. Greenly is W. M., Bro. 
J. Y. Lyon, S. W., and W. S. Sears, J. W. 

Adrian also has another Lodge of high standing, of which 
Bro. J. W. Turner is W. M. This, the parent of the other, 
is also in a very flourishing condition. 
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J©** A new Lodge, U. D., has just commenced working at 
Fentonville, Mich. 


J©** The following is one of the resolutions of the Grand 
Lodge of Illinois : 

Resolved , That a Masonic demit dates from the Lodge record, when 
the same was granted, and, consequently, membership ceases with said 
date. 


Bro. Rob. Morris is travelling, actively engaged in 
advancing the interests of his great design of the U. M. 
Library. He is indefatigable. 


MARRIED. 


We omittted to chronicle in our last number the marriage 
of Bro. Geo. B. Ensworth, W. M. of Ashlar Lodge, to Miss 
Kate O’Conner, of Monroe. The ceremony took place in 

the Episcopal Church at C before a crowded audience 

on the 10th of March. We are rejoiced that Bro. E. has 
lessened the number of the Benedicts, and united his for- 
tunes with those of a lady of rare worth and large intellectual 
accomplishments. Miss O’C. wrote the beautiful and thrill- 
ing story of the “ Suppression of the Order of the Temple,” 
which appeared in our last volume. We wish them pros- 
perity and happiness in the thorny paths of life. 


DEATHS AND OBITUARIES. 


On the 12th day of February, 1858, at the residence of 
John M. Leland, in the township of Lockport, Mr. John 
Gaskins, aged 79 years. 

At a regular communication of Three Rivers Lodge No. 57, 
of F. and A. M., held at their Lodge room, Feb. 23, A. D. 
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1858, A. L. 5858, the following preamble and resolutions 
were unanimously adopted : 

Whereas, It has pleased the Great Architect of the Universe to ter- 
minate suddenly the earthly career of our worthy Brother, John Gas- 
kins, therefore be it 

Resolved, That this Lodge has lost one of its brightest ornaments, 
and the Craft have lost a Brother, who, by his zeal, integrity, and 
unwearied exertions, had rendered himself beloved by all ; that 
society has lost an honest man, a kind neighbor, and a friend who will 
be cherished long in the hearts of its members. 

Resolved , That we sympathize with the family of the deceased in 
this severe dispensation of Divine Providence, and fervently pray that 
the God of Mercy in whom they trust, and “ who chasteneth whom he 
lovetb,” may abundantly bless them with his cheering presence in this 
life, and that they may realize the hope of the righteous in the life to 
come. 

Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed to transmit a copy of 
these resolutions, under the seal of the Lodge, to the family of the 
deceased, as an expression of our heartfelt sympathy with those who 
mourn his loss. 

Resolved , That these resolutions be published in The Ashlar and 
Three Rivers Herald. 

D. M. BATEMAN, ) 

GEO. B. REED, > Committee. 

J. C. MORSE, ) 

At a meeting of P. and A. Masons, held at the “ Good 
Templars’ Hall,” in the town of Clinton, at which were 
present members of Dewitt Lodge No. 84, and Amon Lodge 
U. D., the following preamble and resolutions were unani- 
mously adopted : 

Whereas , It has pleased Almighty God, in the dispensation of His 
providence, to remove from among us, our highly esteemed and much 
beloved Brother, Bev. Denton D. Hughes, late a member of Morgan- 
town Union Lodge No. 93, State of Virginia, who, after a lingering and 
very painful illness, — which he bore with Christian fortitude, — 
breathed bis last on the morning of the 17th day of February, A. D. 
1858: therefore, 

Resolved, That in the death of Brother Hughes, the Masonic 
fraternity have lost an exemplary member, the church a zealous and 
frithful Minister ; his family a kind father and devoted husband, and 
community a worthy and useful man. 

Resolved, That the best evidence to the world of our appreciation of 
the worth of our departed Brother, will be a steady and zealous imita- 
tion of his Masonic and Christian virtues. 

Resolved, That we deeply and sincerely sympathize with the 
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bereaved family of our departed Brother, in their great affliction, and 
commend them to that Divine Architect of the Universe, who ig a 
Father to the fatherless, and a solace to the afflicted. 

Resolved, That we will attend the funeral in a body — join in the 
sacred ceremony of Masonic burial, — and wear the usual badge of 
mourning thirty days. 

Resolved , That a copy of these resolutions be transmitted to the 
family of our deceased Brother, and Morgantown Union Lodge No. 93, 
State of Virginia, also Molla De Jacques Commandery No. 2, State of 
Pennsylvania ; and that the Central Transcript and The Ashlar he 
requested to publish the same. 

C. GOODBRAKB, ) 

W. W. HICKMAN, > Committal. 

L. ROBERTS, ) 


Bodley Lodge No. 1, A. F. and A. Masons, (Quincy, HI.,) 
held a special communication at 3 o’clock P. M., March 21st, 
1858, for the purpose of conveying to their final resting 
place the remains of Brother James H. Luce, at which time 
the following preamble and resolutions were adopted: 

Whereas , It hath pleased the All-wise Providence to remove from oar 
midst our well beloved Brother , James H. Luce, whose many virtues 
and lofty qualities of integrity and uprightness won for him univeml 
esteem and confidence , ana whose practical illustration of the true prin- 
ciples of Masonry, during a period of twenty years, as a member of 
Bodley Lodge No. 1, has distinguished him as a member of our Order ; 
therefore, 

Resolved , That in the death of Brother James H. Luce, the 


cause of humanity has lost one of its strongest friends, our country 
an honest and upright citizen, our Lodge one of its most useful and 
active members, the Grand Lodge of Illinois one of its most valuable 
members, and Freemasonry one of its brightest ornaments. 

Resolved , That while we bow with submission to the decree of an 
All-wise Providence which has called him hence, we sincerely and 
deeply deplore his loss, as that of a warm-hearted friend , and a true 
and faithful Brother. 

Resolved , That in token of our sorrow and respect for his memoiy, 
we wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty days. 

Resolved , That a copy of these proceedings, duly attested by the 
Master and Secretary of the Lodge, be forwarded to the mother, 
brother and sister of our deceased Brother, with assurances of our deep 
sympathy with them in their melancholy bereavement and irreparable 
loss. 

Resolved , That a copy of these proceedings be furnished the city 
papers, and also The Ashlar, of Chicago, and the Freemasons' 
Magazine , of Boston, Mass., for publication, and that the same be 
entered at large on the records of the Lodge. 

AW. BLAKESLEY, W. M. 


P. W. Lank, Sec. 
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Masonry in Turkey. — We learn from the Mirror and 
Keystone , that on the 7th day of September, 1856, sixteen 
Masonic brethren residing in Constantinople and its environs, 
held a meeting in Pera, for the purpose of forming a Lodge 
in Constantinople, when it was unanimously agreed to apply 
for a warrant, and the sum of .£52 was at once subscribed 
for that purpose. Seven subsequent meetings were held, and 
a warrant applied for and accorded by the Grand Lodge of 
England, under the title of the Oriental Lodge No. 988. 
The Lodge was consecrated, and the first W. M. (Brother 
Silly) installed, on the 7th day of August, 1857, there being 
twenty-seven brethren present. There have been six regular 
Lodges and seven Lodges of emergency held, at which fifty- 
three gentlemen have been balloted for, thirty-five of whom 
have been elected; twenty-one initiations, fifteen passings, 
and six rajsings have taken place. 


Death. — We announce with more than ordinary regret, 
the death of Mrs. Elizabeth Ann Tisdall, wife of Brother 
Fitzgerald Tisdall, associate editor of the Mirror and Key - 
stone . Bro. T. we have known for nearly three years, and 
although we never met hk departed companion, we can re- 
alize, to a certain extent, how great a bereavement her death 
must be, not only to her husband, but to her little ones. She 
leaves five children to mourn the loss of their best friend and 
guide ; and this loss must be most keenly felt when such a 
mother — possessing the most exalted qualities which adorn the 
character, and refine the mind, of woman — is taken away. 
Space will not permit us to reprint the beautiful tributes to 
her memory, which have come to us. 


Sm Knight W. B. Hubbard and Detroit Commandery. — 
We have been informed by Sir Knight Wm. B. Hubbard, 
Grand Master of Knights Templar in the U. S., that he has 
not at any time issued any mandate, commanding Detroit 
Commandery to expel those of its members who belong to 
Peninsular Chapter, nor has he recommended or advised any 
such course. He thinks a Commandery has the power and 
the right to expel its members for belonging to an irregular 
R. A. Chapter, and that the Commandery can judge whether 
or not a Chapter is irregular ; and this opinion he has com- 
municated to Sir N. P. Jacobs. 

27 — vol. ni. no. ix. 
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Opinion op the Masonic Press. — We would call the atten- 
tion of our readers to the opinions of the Masonic Review 
and the Mirror and Keystone respecting the action of Detroit 
Commandery, which we publish in this number. From every 
quarter we receive expressions of condemnation of the course 
pursued by the Sir Knights of that Commandery who carried 
the vote of expulsion. 

a®~ We frequently receive communications for The Ash- 
lar which we do not think suited to our columns. Cor- 
respondents should remember that Masonry has nothing to do 
with religious sects, politics or social reforms. 


We would return thanks to those Brethren who have 
favored us with official documents. * 

We must still crave the indulgence of correspondents 
whose letters are not punctually answered, as we are obliged 
to be absent from home a great portion of the time. 


We wish our agents to collect, as speedily as possi- 
ble, what is due us, ana forward the money, as we continue in 
great want of that necessary article to meet accruing ex- 
penses. 

“ To make Masons,” is an ancient term, and signifies 
“ initiate.” 

On a recent visit at Flint, we had the pleasure of 
meeting M. W. Grand Master, Wm. M. Fenton. We found 
him busily engaged in the law. He informed us that thus 
far the duties of his office had not pressed very heavily upon 
him, but communications were becoming quite numerous, and 
many of them asking questions which were fully answered by 
the constitution and edicts of the Grand Lodge. 
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For Thb amlai . 

THE AN TI- MASON- 
Sfi 8ro. ff. ffofffnbrrra. 

44 My child, why are you so depressed this morning ?” said 
Mr. Burnham addressing his daughter, as they met at the 
breakfast table one Monday morning in June, 1854. 44 It is a 
bright and glorious morning — the beginning of a new week — 
and every intelligent being should wear a cheerful counte- 
nance, expressive of a submissive thankfulness to the Great 
Giver of all good gifts, for the manifold blessings with which 
he has been pleased to surround us.” 

44 Father,” replied Lorina, “ I have been reflecting upon 
the subject of the sermon you delivered to your congregation 
yesterday afternoon, and my reflections have made me 
melancholy.” 

“ Why so, my child,” returned the father ; “I considered 
it one of my ablest and happiest efforts, and peculiarly called 
for in the present state of society. The curse of Free- 
masonry has been on the increase rapidly for the last few 
years, notwithstanding the martyrdom of the noble and 
pious William Morgan, who lost his life in exposing its 
infernal blasphemies. It is high time, my daughter, that the 
pulpit should shake with holy thunders against the infamous 
and sin-conceived institution. I, for one, will speak. I will 
keep silent no longer. Let the consequences fall where they 
may, I will speak.” 

44 Father, you have spoken, and what you have said has 
depressed my mind.” 

44 Why so, Lorina ?” 

44 What other effect could you expect from the picture pre- 
sented in your sermon, exposing the sin and vice of Free- 
masonry ?” 

44 It is, nevertheless, a true picture, my dear child.” 

44 Can it be ? May it not be possible that your violent 
opposition to secret societies, supported by a few instances of 
moral derelictions on the part of a few of the Masons, and 
stimulated by your enthusiastic ardor in your holy calling, 
has betrayed you into too deep and dark a coloring of the 
picture ?” 

44 No, Lorina, no never. It cannot be too darkly colored. 
Language is too meagre to present Freemasonry in all its 
hideous and horrible impiety.” 

44 Father, you declared, in your sermon yesterday, that no 
Freemason can ever enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.” 
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“ Nor can there. I repeat it. No Mason can ever enter 
the Kingdom of God. It is an object of His Divine wrath. 
It is rotten outside and inside. It is rife with villainy and 
corruption. The ’sacred desk should be active in exposing 
it, and ridding society of its deadly curse.” 

u I am sorry that it is so, for many respectable individuals 
belong to the Lodge.” 

“ It matters not how respectable they may appear out- 
wardly ; they are all profane and wicked libertines, seducers 
and murderers.” 

“ Father, if this is so, do you wonder at finding me 
melancholy ? Is it strange that my mind should be depressed 
on learning that many of our neighbors, our divines and 
statesmen — that many who stand high in the world’s esteem 
for their supposed virtue and goodness,, are the subjects of so 
terrible a malediction from the lips of my dear father ? Can 
it be that you are mistaken in point of fact, or is it true that 
those great and good men who have passed off the stage of 
human action, and have left their memories embalmed in the 
bosoms of a nation of freemen as sacred household gods, 
were base and vicious deceivers, and that they cheated man- 
kind into a belief of their pretended goodness, and defrauded 
them into an admiration of their pretended virtue and 
patriotism ?” 

“ To whom do you allude, child ?” 

“ To those sages and patriots who laid the foundation of 
our government ; the Washingtons, the Franklins, the ” 

“ Stop, child. You know not what you say. They were 
not Freemasons. It is a falsehood. This is but one of the 
specious inventions of the Masons, to give their vile institu- 
tion popularity among the ignorant. They could not be 
Masons ; they were good men.” 

“ Father, do you know that old Mr. Wickham is a Free- 
mason ?” 

“ Yes, my daughter, I do. The graceless old wretch ! I 
went, as his pastor, to admonish and rebuke him on the enor- 
mity of being a Mason, shortly after the Masonic procession 
last June, and he had the impudence and audacity to tell me, 
that if I knew more about Masonry I would not entertain so 
unfavorable an opinion of it.” 

“ Well, is he not a member of your congregation ?” 

“ No, thank God ; he is not. He was a member till 
recently. I had placed so much confidence in him as an use- 
ful, a pious, and an exemplary man, that I thought of propos- 
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ing him as a member of the “ Session,” when, the first thing I 
knew, he was caught in the Masonic procession last June. 
I told him that he must at once renounce Masonry, and con- 
fess his sorrow for his sin, or that he should become a signal 
subject for the most severe church discipline.” 

“ What was his reply ?” 

“ It was contumacious and sinful, — in fact, impious.” 

u What was it, father ? Pray tell me.” 

“It was, that before he would renounce Masonry, or 
acknowledge sorrow for being a member of the Order, he 
would renounce the church.” 

“ Well, father, what was the result?” 

“ I had him expelled from the household of God, sum- 
marily, and almost without ceremony. So he is no longer a 
member of my church.” 

“ Father, perhaps your action may have been just, but may 
it not be possible that you may some day have cause to regret 
its precipitancy ?” 

“ My daughter what is the meaning of this solicitude ? I 
am surprised and indignant to find my only daughter defend- 
ing the vilest and foulest institution on the earth.” 

“ You mistake me, dear father. I do not wish to be under- 
stood as defending Masonry, for I know nothing about it, 
and, therefore, cannot have one word to say in its defense, 
while my ignorance of it is a sufficient justification for not 
uniting with you in denouncing it, and especially with such 
an example before my eyes as the apparently just and upright 
walk and conversation of poor old Mr. Wickham, through a 
long life of usefulness and apparent goodness. I sympathize 
with the poor, old man, upon being debarred from church 
privileges on this account, after having maintained his con- 
nection with the church from youth to his old age. Thus to 
see him cut off just when he has ripened for eternity, in the 
bosom of the church, makes my heart bleed for him.” 

“ Silly child, no more. You do not know what you say. 
Yet, stay, — let me ask you a question or two, and Lorina, 
answer me truly under the penalty of my indignation and 
inflexible displeasure.” 

“ Why, my dear father, you know that I would not answer 
anything but the truth.” 

“ I believe you would not. Now answer me. Is George 
Ellwood a Mason ?” 

“ I know not, my dear sir. I have never heard him men- 
tion the subject, nor have I ever heard that he was, or that he 
was not. But what if he were ?” 
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44 He should never be your husband. No Mason shall ever 
wed my only daughter. I would rather see you carried to 
the tomb, and hear the clods of the valley rattle on the lid of 
your coffin, than to see you wed a Mason. But let me ask 
you, has not your brother Lorin, in some unpropitious 
moment, through the seductions of the devil, joined the 
Masons?” 

44 Not to my knowledge, father. But why ask me these 
questions ? How should I know ?” 

44 You and Lorin, twin offsprings of a now faded flower, — 
reared as twin buds on a sapless stem, are united by a tie of 
confidence that would not have subsisted, perhaps, had your 
sainted mother have survived your birth. I am led by these 
considerations to believe that what one knows the other does 
also. I observed that Lorin, several evenings in the early 
part of last winter, while he was fitting out for California, 
was absent from the family circle till late at night. I thought 
nothing of the circumstance at the time, but have since 
thought that he may have been attending a Masonic Lodge. 
Lorina, if that boy has joined the Masons, he shall never 
cross my threshold again — ho shall never again call me 
father, or you sister.” 

44 Think not of it, father ; it cannot be. Poor Lorin is 
now on his way from home, for the first time in all his life, 
and 0, my dear father, let pleasant thoughts go with him. 
He must now be on the high seas, at the mercy of Him who 
alike protects the mariner and the landsman. How my heart 
longs for the society of my dear brother !” 

Mr. Burnham and his daughter separated ; Mr. Burnham 
to go to his library, and Lorina, with the morning paper in 
her hand, to go to her own apartment. The servants had not 
yet removed the cloth from the breakfast table, when a 
shriek from the young lady’s room brought the whole house- 
hold together in her boudoir. She lay unconscious, and appa- 
rently lifeless on the sofa. At her feet lay the morning 
Herald . While some of the domestics were busied in resus- 
citating Lorina, one of them dicovered the cause of her faintr 
ing in the following paragraph in the news column of the 
paper she had dropped : 

41 Brutal Outrage. — The body of a well dressed young man was 
found this morning in a state of insensibility near the Levee . He bad 
evidently been robbed, beaten and stabbed several times in the breast, 
and left for dead, as no money was found on his person. An empty 
pocket-book, and an empty portmonia were found near the boay. 
The pocket-book was marked on the inside, with blue ink, ‘ Lorin 
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Burnham, Philadelphia, Pa.’ As the victim still showed signs of life, 
he was conveyed to the City Hospital, bat the physician informs us 
that there is but little hope of the young man’s recovery, especially in 
the impure air and filthy condition of that horrible pest-house ; but as 
the young man was entirely destitute, no other place was open for his 
admittance. Our municipal authorities should see that this miserable 
den of disease, wretchedness and vice, should be purified, for it is almost 
certain death for a healthy person to venture within the pale of its dis- 
gusting precincts . — New Orleans Delta.” 

The following day Mr. Burnham and his daughter were on 
their way to New Orleans. Mr. Burnham had a difficult task 
before him. He had never been twenty miles from Philadel- 
phia, his native city, since in his youth he returned from 
Princeton, the bearer of collegiate honors. It is to be regret- 
ted that the clergy are not, practically, men of the world. 
There is a class who know but little of their fellow-men, their 
moral necessities, and their intellectual wants, while it is 
their duty to minister to the one, and to endeavor to supply 
the other. They are too apt to consider themselves as 
sacred functionaries, set apart from their fellow-men, and 
thinking themselves as such, are too apt to lock themselves in 
their libraries, pore over old books, plunge into, and wade 
through the literary lore of an age gone by, and thus adapt 
their thoughts to the tone of society in the past, and to dole 
them out as precious morceaus of moral food, to congregations 
in the nineteenth century, as they have been prepared by 
them for a past age. They little dream of the rapid ad- 
vances society has made in one hundred years, in knowledge, 
and in vice, and are, therefore, unprepared to add to the one 
or to rebuke the other. On plunging out into the struggling 
masses of the world, they are surprised to find themselves a 
century behind the age — obsolete cyphers in the world they 
live in. So it was with Mr. Burnham. He had no sooner 
gotten beyond the limits of his personal acquaintance, than 
he discovered, to his deep mortification, that his sedate and 
sapient conntenance, his habitually severe and measured tone 
of voice, and the sternly pious frown of his brow, so far 
from commanding respect and awe, failed even to attract 
notice. He discovered too, to his regret, that he was then 
receiving, in his gray decline, important lessons in relation to 
the world and mankind, which should have been inculcated 
in his youth, as the true bases upon which to erect the super- 
structure of knowledge and wisdom. The old man wept, (for 
he was a good man at heart ; his greatest fault was that he 
neither knew himself nor humanity,) that his pursuits and 
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habits, through a long life, had been such as to close each 
avenue that might have admitted to his mind a ray of light 
from the outer world — that he had veiled those crystal 
lenses which would have reflected upon his soul, as the pano- 
rama of busy life passed before it, a glimpse of those scenes 
in human action, whose lights and shades imprint upon our 
memories daguerreotypes, showing what man is, and what 
we ourselves are, as atoms in the great mass of the universe — 
individuals in the great family of man. 

It was nine o’clock at night when the steamer Ben. Frank- 
lin touched the wharf in New Orleans. Weary and worn, 
travel-soiled and depressed, Mr. Burnham approached the 
master of the boat. 

44 Captain,” said he, “ I will thank you for my trunks.” 

44 Go to the porter, sir,” returned the Captain. 

u Where is he to be found, sir ?” inquired Mr. Burnham. 

44 In the room below, sir.” 

Mr. Burnham, after several inquiries and a good deal of 
jostling and elbowing, found that important functionary, the 
porter, generally the most important personage of the aquatic 
household, on occasions of landing passengers. After much 
difficulty he obtained an audience oi the custodian of trunks, 
band-boxes, valises, carpet bags, baskets of champaigne, 
cigar boxes, et cetera. 

44 Mr. Porter,” said Mr. Burnham, 44 I want my baggage." 

44 Checks, sir ?” 

44 I say I want my baggage,” repeated Mr. Burnham. 

44 Checks, sir ?” repeated the porter. 

44 I do not understand you, sir,” said Mr. Burnham. 

44 Where are your checks, sir ?” inquired the porter. 

44 Pray explain yourself, sir,” continued Mr. Burnham. 

44 Give me your checks. I can’t get your baggage for you 
without your checks !” interposed the porter. 

44 1 must confess,” said Mr. Burnham, 44 that I do not know 
what you mean by saying 4 checks, sir,’ in reply to my repeated 
demand for my baggage.” 

44 1 mean, old feller, that if you’ve got any baggage in this 
ere porter’s office, you’ve got checks for it in that ere pocket 
o’ your’n, and when you shell out the checks, I’ll dough over 
the baggage.” 

A gentleman present explained to Mr. Burnham, for the 
first time, the system of checking baggage. 

44 What ! ” said Mr. Burnham, in wonder and disappoint- 
ment, as his mind comprehended the explanation, 44 Can it 
be possible ? I had my baggage taken to the depot in Phila- 
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delphia. I saw it there on the platform, when my daughter 
and 1 entered the cars. I supposed they would see that it 
was properly taken care of, and duly sent along with us.” 

44 Then,” said the porter, 44 I guess you’ll never see your 
baggage again.” 

44 Surely,” said the old man, “ no one would be so base as 
to steal a minister’s baggage ! I am a minister of the Gos- 
pel, and I supposed, of course, they would attend to a cler- 
gyman’s baggage. What is the world coming to, when min- 
isters receive no more attention than the common herd, and 
have to become their own servants, and perform menial 
duties ?” 

The porter laughed heartily, which was echoed from half 
a dozen coarse fellows who appeared equally to enjoy the old 
clergyman’s chagrin. 

44 Gentlemen,” said the old man in consternation, 44 what 
can I do? My trunks contained all my money, except a 
sufficient amount to pay my passage and a few dollars of 
pocket money, which is now entirely exhausted.” 

44 Well,” said a rough fellow, one of a dozen who had 
stepped on board the boat on its touching the wharf, 44 Well,” 
said he, 44 if you’re a preacher you aimed it easy, and you 
can soon pray your pockets full again.” 

44 Gentlemen,” said the old clergyman, appealing to the ruf- 
fians, with tears in his eyes, 44 Gentlemen, aid me ! I pray you 
in the name of God to aid me ! I am a stranger here. I am 
two thousand miles from home, with a helpless daughter 
looking to me for protection — without a dime in my pocket, 
or a change of clothing for either of us !” 

44 Is she pretty ?” inquired one of the villains. 44 If she is, 
she can be provided for without much trouble.” 

“Rascal! scoundrel!” exclaimed Mr. Burnham, starting 
back with indignation. 

44 Father,” said Lorina, making her way through the crowd 
of ruffians, her beautiful countenance contrasting in its 
purity and innocence with the rough and vicious features of 
the debauched crowd through which she passed, like a sweet 
little flower clinging in the midst of rude and blackened 
rocks and crags ; 44 Father, come away,” said she, seizing her 
father’s arm, and in an instant they pushed their way 
through the crowd and left the boat, followed by a portion of 
the ruffians who joined another bevy of idlers on the wharf, 
which the old man, with his daughter loaning on his arm, at 
once approached, saying, 44 Gentlemen, could either of you 
direct us to the city hospital ?” 
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44 Yes,” replied one of the company, winking meaningly to 
his companions, 44 we will go and show you the way.” 

44 Thank you, thank you, gentlemen, for your courtesy,” 
said the unsuspicious clergyman, and followed a party of the 
loafers into the city. After traversing several dark streets 
and filthy alleys, they stopped in front of a low building with 
the windows closely blinded. 

44 Go ahead,” said one of the ruffians, addressing Mr. 
Burnham and Lorina, and at the same time throwing open the 
door. 

Had the portals of the infernal regions been unfolded 
before them, Lorina and her father would not have received 
a greater shock of fear and surprise. A stench of tobacco 
smoke and whisky assailed their nostrils ; a sound of dis- 
cordant violins, mingled with laughter and hoarse curses 
burst upon their ears ; a vision of fiends, in the forms of hag- 
gard, half-naked females, and bloated, blear-eyed men, reeling 
and dancing in drunken revels on the floor, met their gaze. 

Lorina shrieked and fled, she knew not whither. Her 
father followed her at a distance. The ruffians were deter- 
mined that she should not so easily escape them. They pur- 
sued her until having nearly escaped from the purlieus of 
vice, and just as she was entering the better and more 
civilized portion of the city, she was overtaken by them near 
a blacksmith shop, where the clank of the hammer on the 
anvil, accompanied by the loud whistling of the smith, sent 
forth the cheerful and familiar sound of honest industry. 
After struggling a moment with her captors, she escaped from 
them and rushed to the shop to seek refuge under its shelter. 
She shrunk back with horror as she glanced into the shop and 
saw the shaggy beard, the face begrimmed with soot, and 
glaring eyes of the smith, lit up by the glow of the red hot 
and sparkling iron which he was lustily hammering on his 
anvil. She again turned to fly, but again found herself 
within the grasp of her pursuers. Again she shrieked and 
cried for help. In an instant the smith was by her side. 
With a few strokes of his hammer he felled all the ruffians to 
the earth except one, who wielding a large knife rushed upon 
him. The smith thrust the red hot iron, which he still held in 
his hand, into the wretch’s face, who instantly dropped his 
knife and fled screaming with agony, while wreaths of offensive 
smoke curled through the night air from the hot bar of iron, 
which had carried flakes of the villain’s flesh from his face, 
that crisped and fried as they clung to it. 
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44 My kind sir,” said Lorina, falling on her knees before 
the smith, 44 you have saved my life, can I — may I trust you 
further ?” 

44 Trust me, madam ?” said the smith, 44 Certainly, trust me 
ever. A defenceless maiden never appeals to a Templar in 
vain. I will be a friend, a brother to you, madam. You 
shall not suffer. But who are you, pray ?” 

44 I am a poor defenceless girl !” 

44 Not defenceless. But what is your name ?” 

44 Lorina Burnham.” 

44 Good heavens, no!” said the smith in astonishment. 
14 Can it be possible ? Have you a brother Lorin ?” 

44 1 have. Speak, for heaven’s sake ; do you know him ? 
Is he still living ?” 

44 He is. I will take you to him.” 

The smith seized Lorina, who was sinking to the ground, 
and bore her in his strong arms into his shop, just as Mr. 
Burnham arrived in pursuit of his daughter. 44 Henry,” said 
the smith to the boy at the bellows, 44 go call a carriage, and 
make all haste.” 

44 Father, we are safe,” said Lorina, as her father followed 
into the smithy. 44 This good man has saved my life.” 

44 Heaven be praised !” ejaculated Mr. Burnham. 

A short explanation was sufficient to establish a mutual 
confidence between the parties, when the carriage arrived. 
Mr. Burnham and Lorina entered it, while the honest smith 
mounted on the outside with the driver. 

Lorina busied her mind by fortifying it to sustain the shock 
of finding her brother in the midst of disease, wretchedness 
and misery, on a pallet of straw. The smith had barely told 
her that he was convalescing and out of danger. 

At length the carriage brought up in front of a large and 
splendid private residence in the richest and most fashionable 
part of the city. In the midst of a rich flower garden, in 
front of a splendid building, fountains were throwing up 
bright columns of water which fell among the flowers like 
showers of pure pearl, as seen in the light of a dozen 
lamps suspended near them. The smith dismounted. With 
his sleeves still rolled up, his stalwart arms and bearded face 
still covered with the smut of his smithy, he assisted the 
young lady and her father from the carriage, and ringing the 
door-bell, awaited. A tall, fine looking, middle aged man 
made his appearance. 44 Ha ! good evening, Brother Miller !” 
said he, warmly grasping and shaking the hand of the black- 
smith. 
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“ How is our friend this evening, Colonel ?” inquired the 
smith. 

“ Still improving. He rode out with me in my private car- 
riage to-day, and is much improved indeed.” 

“ Is he sufficiently recovered to see some friends to-night ?” 

“ I presume so, but as the Doctor is present, allow me to 
consult him. Walk in,” returned the Colonel. 

The party entered a large and gorgeously furnished apart- 
ment, where the smith, Lorina and Mr. Burnham were left 
alone a few moments. “ Who are the individuals that desire 
to visit our friend?” inquired the Colonel, returning in company 
with another gentleman of a remarkably fine and prepossess- 
ing personal appearance, and who shook hands with the 
smith, addressing him as “ Brother Miller.” 

“ Pardon me, gentlemen, for my impoliteness,” said the 
smith ; u My excitement has made me forgetful of every thing. 
Allow me to introduce you to the father and sister of Mr. 
Burnham.” 

“ Welcome, welcome, to my hospitality !” said the Colonel, 
shaking the old man’s hand with unfeigned cordiality. 

“ I fear,” said the Doctor, “ that this unexpected meeting 
may prove too much for the weak condition of your son’s 
nervous system.” 

While the Doctor was still speaking, Lorin rushed into the 
room and was clasped in the embrace of his sister. 

“ I thought,” said he, “ it was your voice, Lorina.” 

An hour was spent in explanations on the part of the 
father and the sister, during which time several other gentle- 
men who had dropped in at intervals, had been introduced by 
Lorin to his father and sister, and three of whom as 
clergymen. 

“ But, Lorin,” said Mr. Burnham, “ pray explain, if 
within your power, how it happens that we find you sur- 
rounded with these luxuries, the subject of so many kind 
attentions, the object of the solicitude of these kind friends, 
and in this hospitable mansion, instead of a miserable pest- 
house, where we expected to find you ?” 

“ I will, father. I was robbed of every penny and left for 
dead on the street. I was conveyed to the public hospital. 
The governor had me removed from that horrible place, 
(where I must have perished,) to this hospitable roof, where 
1 have been provided with the best medical and surgical aid 
of the city — where I have lacked for nothing — where kind 
friends have constantly watched by my bed-side.” 

“Lorin, my son, why all these attentions to a stranger? 
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Why should these good men, like good Samaritans, take you 
in, pour oil and wine into your wounds, and minister unto you 
as unto a brother ?” 

u Father, they are my brethren. I am a Freemason , and 
these my friends, and your friends, and Lorina’s friends, are 
4 Brethren of the mystic tie.’ The governor of the hospital, 
upon my recovery to consciousness the same morning that I 
was taken there, being a Mason, discovered that I, too, was 
one, and 1 was instantly removed to this home of the needy. 
Twenty mansions were opened for my reception, but the 
Colonel first claimed me as his guest, and he has proved a 
father to your son.” 

“ Is it so ?” said Mr. Burnham. “ Can it be possible ? 
Is this Freemasonry ? And are these its offices, indeed ? 
And is this the sacred mission of that institution which I have 
so often taxed the ingenuity of my mind to denounce as sin- 
conceived and hell-born. Oh ! why have I been so blinded — 
so misled !” 

“ Even so, father. This is Masonry, and these are its 
offices.” 

“ And my Reverend friends,” said Mr. Burnham, address- 
ing the clergymen, “ are you also Freemasons ?” 

“ We certainly are, Mr. Burnham,” one of them returned. 

“ And this honest blacksmith ?” continued Mr. Burnham. 

“ He is also one of our brethren. In fact he is chief of all 
of us,” replied the same minister. 

“0, our Heavenly Father,” continued Mr. Burnham, 
rising to his feet, lifting his eyes suffused with tears upwards, 
and extending his arms in the attitude of deep devotion, 
“ pardon the folly and wickedness of thy servant, a poor, 
weak old man, and enable him, in his few remaining years or 
days, albeit, to atone for the wickedness and folly of the past. 
He has left undone the things he ought to have done, and 
the things he ought not to have done, the same has he done. 
Enable him to do justice to that noble and glorious institu- 
tion of benevolence and philanthrophy which brings the rich 
and the poor, the great and the small, the young and the old, 
upon one common level of fraternal equality — which teacheth 
the minister of God to sit down at the feet of the swarthy 
smith, and call him master, while he draweth lessons of 
wisdom and virtue from his ministering — which bindeth the 
people of every nation, tongue and clime in one common bond 
of brotherly affection — which throws the golden chain of 
union around men of every grade of intellect, and adapts and 
harmonizes each to the other — which restores the wounded 
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dove to the parental nest — the stray lamb to the fold of the 
shepherd. 0 Lord, pardon my sins of transgression against 
this mysterious Order, for verily thy servant doth perceive the 
mystery of thy wisdom, and the fullness of thy Providence 
in its ministry — Thy blessing vouchsafed in its prosperity ! 
Amen.” 

“ So mote it be” was heartily responded to the old man’s 
Amen. 

“ Gentlemen,” continued Mr. Burnham, “ pardon my 
enthusiasm, but I have done you all great injustice. I have 
all my life been a most bitter, and Inow perceive, a most vin- 
dictive and inconsiderate anti-Mason.” 

“ Never mind, my dear sir,” said the Colonel. “ It was not 
the fault of the heart. Command my purse, my hospitality — 
my house. They are all at your service. Masonry knows no 
anti-Masons in its beneficence. The common tie of humanity 
links the true Mason to the whole family of man. The only 
sign necessary to draw upon our hospitality is the cry of 
human suffering, first preferring the ‘ household of the faith- 
ful.’ ” 

“ Lorin,” said Mr. Burnham, “ you have taught your old 
father a lesson which he ought to have learned long ago. But 
I thank you for it, my son. I thank you for it from the depths 
of my soul. Lorina, Ellwood must become a Mason before he 
can become your husband ; and as for myself, I will apply for 
admission upon my return home.” 

u And,” said Lorina, u poor old Mr. Wickham ” 

“ Spare me, my child ! Spare me ! Ample cause have I 
had to regret my folly and injustice to that good man — he 
shall be restored — ” and his chin fell upon his breast which 
heaved with emotion as tears traced his cheeks. After some 
minutes of silence he turned to his son, and asked, “ Do you 
think Ellwood will be willing to join the Lodge, in order to 
secure your sister’s hand ? Perhaps I am unjust in requiring 
it, but I do feel that I could not now consent to give her away 
for life to any one that is not connected in this sacred 
bond.” 

“ Have no fears on that account, father,” said Lorin. 
“ He is already a Mason, It is to him I am indebted for my 
introduction into its sublime mysteries.” 

In a few weeks Mr. Burnham, accompanied by his son and 
daughter, returned to Philadelphia. On the succeeding anni- 
versary of St. John the Baptist, Mr. Burnham was seen in 
the Masonic procession, wearing the lamb skin , and partici- 
pating in the ceremonies as orator of the day. 
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VOL III. CHICAGO AND DETROIT, JUNE, 1858. NO. X, 


MOUNT VERNON. 


The lives of great men teach important moral lessons. 
They are lights by which the steps of those who come after 
them are guided. Their virtues should be emulated and their 
vices shunned. It is not always that the example of a gifted 
and distinguished man produces a good effect on others. Too 
frequently the glare of greatness dazzles and misleads the 
weak-minded, the over-zealous and the vicious. Such a case 
is presented in the career of Napoleon Buonaparte. How 
many w T ho read accounts of his brilliant victories, his numer- 
ous.and grand triumphs, become fascinated with the man, and 
look upon his moral life as worthy of imitation ! How many, 
under such an influence, regard his selfish ambition, and his 
28 — VOL. III. no. x. 
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destruction of human life in its gratification, as not only par- 
donable but praiseworthy ! How many who read the beauti- 
ful poetry of Byron, become almost enchanted, as it were, by 
a mysterious influence, and look upon his life of vice as venial 
and romantic ! The lives of but few great men who have 
fixed the attention of the world, and wrought great deeds, 
are free from prominent faults, not to say glaring vices. It 
is the lot of human nature to err; and where a man is 
gifted far beyond his fellows, and possesses a corresponding 
influence, he is beset with strong temptations which often 
overcome a firm will and strenuous endeavor. Unholy ambi- 
tion often causes him to overstep the bounds of right and 
justice, and while inflicting an injury on others, to stamp his 
own character with a blot which can never be removed. His- 
tory is filled with examples of this kind, and so numerous and 
familiar are they that none of them need be cited. 

When there is an exception to the remarks which have 
been made, it deserves especial notice. When one appears on 
the stage of life, who occupies a large share of public attention, 
exerts a controlling influence in the affairs of men, and pre- 
sents a life and character of illustrious virtue, his name, fame 
and example deserve the greatest prominence, and the loftiest 
tributes which those who survive him can pay to his worth. 
Especially may this be said of him who, entrusted with a 
nation’s freedom, and holding in his power the destinies of a 
great people struggling for liberty, was faithful to the confi- 
dence reposed in him, and, having accomplished his noble 
work, left to his grateful countrymen, as a priceless legacy, a 
fame unsullied by the taint of public or private vices. 

The greatest benefactor of the human race in modern times 
was George W ashington. While living, he was preeminently 
distinguished as a statesman, a soldier and a patriot ; and 
upon him as the leader of Freedom’s forces in America, were 
the eyes of the whole civilized world riveted. He commanded 
by his purity of life, integrity of purpose and sound discretion, 
the love, esteem and admiration of his countrymen, and the 
respect of the lovers of constitutional liberty, throughout the 
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world. We will not attempt to trace his career : it is the 
history first taught in the schools of the Republic, and almost 
all know it by heart. 

It is a fact, well known probably to many of our readers, 
and established by incontrovertible testimony, that Washington 
was a Mason; that he loved and revered the Order, and 
placed upon record his favorable opinion of its usefulness. 
He was initiated in Fredericksburg Lodge, Va., on the first 
day of November, 1752, and his name still stands on the 
record, written in bold and legible characters by his own hand. 
We will quote but a single passage to show his bpinion of the 
Institution after he had been a member nearly forty years. 
In 1791, in a written answer to an address from his Brethren 
of the Grand Lodge of Mass., he said : “ Flattering as it may 
be to the human mind, and truly honorable as it is, to receive 
from our fellow citizens testimonials of approbation for exer- 
tions to promote the public welfare, it is not less pleasing to 
know that the milder virtues of the heart are highly respected 
by a society whose liberal principles are founded in the im- 
mutable laws of Truth and Justice.” 

Masonry has few names on her roll, known to the world, 
that the members of the Order can point to with as much pride 
as they can to that of George Washington. As he is honored 
and revered as a statesman and a patriot, does it not become 
us to honor and revere him as a Mason ? It certainly does. 
Everything connected with his name should be dear to us ; 
everything connected with his remains, inanimate though 
they be, should be regarded with reverence. 

The bones of the Father of his Country repose upon the 
soil of his homestead at Mount Vernon, in Virginia. The 
place is worth little except from the fact that it contains such 
precious relics. The grounds have been suffered to show the 
hand of waste and decay, and were it not that they once be- 
longed to George Washington, and now contain all that is 
mortal of that great man, they would possess no especial 
interest. As it is, they are not so much valuable as sacred . 
They should belong to the nation whose liberty he secured ; 
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they should belong to the Republic which he brought into 
being. His relatives who own them, ought not to view them 
as an object of gain. But alas for humanity ! the proprietor 
of the estate, who bears the honored and beloved name of 
Washington, possesses little of the spirit of the Father of his 
Country, and the national legislature has refused to possess it- 
self of the estate, which — however cogent may be the reasons 
that have influenced it — has given, in the minds of many, a 
fresh evidence that republics are ungrateful. A step has been 
taken which bids fair to place Mount Vernon in the hands of 
those who will ever hold it as a sacred spot. On the 6th of 
April the title deeds of the estate were given by John A. 
Washington to the Ladies’ Mount Vernon Association, in 
consideration of eighteen thousand dollars paid down, the 
balance, one hundred and eighty-two thousand dollars, to be 
paid in three instalments — in one, two and three years. It 
is expected that a great portion of this, if not the whole, will 
be raised by the Masonic Fraternity. The Craft in Virginia 
have taken the matter in hand with a zeal worthy the imita- 
tion of their Brethren elsewhere. But a small amount paid 
by each Mason in the country would be sufficient to effect the 
object. 

We trust our readers will give the matter serious conside- 
ration, and that they will be willing to contribute their mites 
toward the accomplishment of the project in view’. Indeed, 
we have so much faith in their willingness to aid in the pur- 
chase of Mount Vernon, and thus secure a permanent resting 
place for the remains of their departed Brother, the great and 
good Washington, that we deem it unnecessary to urge them 
on to the beneficent work. We shall from time to time speak 
of the progress of the undertaking, and keep the Fraternity 
advised respecting it. In the meantime, let them do all they 
can to promote the cause. 
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ON THE VANITY OF YOUTHFUL HOPES. 

In life’s gay mom what vivid hues 
Adorn the animating views, 

By flattering fancy drawn? 

No storms with gloomy aspect rife, 

To cloud the azure of the skies, 

No mists obscure the dawn. 

With looks invariably gay, 

Yonng expectation points the way 
To ever blissful shades, 

Where odors scent the breath of mom, 

Where roses bloom without a thorn, 

And music fills the glades. 

Enraptured with the distant view. 

Youth thinks its fictitious beauties true, 

And springs the prize to gain; 

His grasp the gay illusion flics: 

Experience thus the cheat descries, 

And proves his hopes were vain, 

The path of life though flowers adorn, 

Yet often will the ragged thorn 
Amidst the flowers arise; 

Expect not then on earth to share 
Enjoyment unalloyed by care, 

Bnt seek it in the skies. 


“ We never suffer any religious disputes in our Lodge, 
and, as Masons, we are members of the universal church, not 
narrowed to a sect. Whilst as • Christians, we worship God 
through Christ Jesus, we believe that in every nation he that 
feareth God and worketh righteousness is accepted of Him. 
All Masons, therefore, whether Christians, Jews or Mahomet- 
ans, who violate not the rule of right written by the Almighty 
upon the tablet of the heart, who fear him and work right- 
eousness, we are to acknowledge as Brethren ; and, though 
we take different roads, we are not to be angry with or perse- 
cute each other on that account .” — Extract from a Charge 
on the Festival of St . John . 
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DEATH OF BRO. J. K. MITCHELL, M.D., GRAND 
MASTER OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


It is seldom that we are called upon to record the death of 
those whom the Craft select to occupy the highest place 
known in Masonry — the most honorable position in the world. 
But Death spares not the distinguished or the honorable ; the 
great and good, and the humble and wicked, fall alike before 
his breath. When an obscure individual falls by the way- 
side in the path of life, we heed it not, but when the mighty 
are laid low, it arrests our attention, and teaches us lessons 
of wisdom. 

On the 3rd of April last, Dr. John K. Mitchell, Grand 
Master of Masons in Pennsylvania, died at his residence in 
Philadelphia, being nearly sixty years of age. He has been 
long and favorably known as a physician of learning and 
large practice, and held the position of Professor in the Phila- 
delphia Medical College. He was initiated on the 15th of 
January, 1824, in Union Lodge No. 121, and four years after 
was elected Master. During his term of office he was a con- 
stant attendant, and is said never to have missed a meeting. 
He was elected Junior Grand Warden in 1851, and having 
held various intermediate stations, was in December last 
unanimously elected Grand Master. 

As a man and a Mason, our departed Brother was respected 
and beloved. His intellect was of a high order ; his mind 
was stored with valuable information ; his views were liberal. 
He possessed a great heart, and charity was one of his chief 
virtues. Candor, integrity and firmness were his chief char- 
acteristics. These were eminently displayed by him in the 
anti-masonic excitement, when he stood proof against the 
waves of bigotry and fanaticism, proving himself worthy the 
illustrious name of “ Mason.” 

We regret to learn that the family of the deceased desired 
his remains to be deposited in the earth without Masonic 
burial. It is when such men as Bro. Mitchell die, that the 
evergreen should be placed in their graves by sorrowing 
Brethren. 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



THE ASHLAR. 


439 


FAMILIAR COMMENTS ON ARCHITECTURE. 
NO. X. 


The origin of a distinct principle of Christian Architec- 
ture, may be said to have had its rise in the Norman, about 
the tenth century. This style is a modification of the Roman- 
esque, adapted to the altered tastes and character of the 
Normans. 

Preceding it in Britain was the Anglo-Saxon, also an 
adaptation of Romanesque, introduced from Germany into 
England, and regarding which but little is known with any 
degree of certainty ; archeologists and antiquarians differing 
much about the character of their structures, but very small 
and solitary portions of edifices being left from which to 
form any definite theory or knowledge of the style. Much, 
however, may be conjectured within the bounds of probability, 
from a knowledge of the style which succeeded it, as well as 
from the remains which are still existing in some portions of 
the early Norman buildings. Little, however, can be said in 
praise of it, and in these necessarily limited comments, it can 
only receive a passing notice, and that, on account of it being 
a link in the connections of styles leading from those already 
treated upon, down to the Norman, the parent of Gothic 
Architecture, in which all that remains of the Anglo-Saxon 
is to be traced. 

The chief characteristics appear to have been plain square 
piers, with small round arches over doors and windows ; or 
an arch formed of two slabs of stone sloping toward and 
meeting each other, forming an angle over the opening. 
Sometimes the openings have straight lintels over them, or 
compound arches with pilasters, or an almost shapeless balus- 
ter between them ; seldom any approach to a capital or base, 
and when any are used, they are of the rudest form. The 
masonry .is of the most primitive character, and in many 
instances is piled up without any regard to the proper princi- 
ples of construction. Many of the circular arches are com- 
posed of brick, as also the piers, having in some instances a 
single or double splay on the corners. 
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Like the examples of Irish churches of the same period, 
their religious edifices are mostly very small, and were in 
every respect very inferior to their cotemporaries in all that 
is worthy of study or comment in Architecture. Their mode 
of decoration was both rude and unprincipled, and appears 
not to have had its origin from any motives of utility or 
necessity, but merely from a desire for vanity. The chief 
decoration used in the plain walls is the pilaster strips on the 
corners, having but a very light projection. They are nar- 
row, and intersected by horizontal strips mostly at each joint ; 
clearly imitative of wooden construction, and something like 
what is known among builders of the present day, as long 
and short work. 

The most remarkable feature of this style, and the only one 
deserving any commendation, are their towers, of which 
three or four examples still remain. The square tower of 
Anglo-Saxon Architecture, rears its hard and strongly marked 
outline against an evening sky, with an effect of rude and 
barbaric grandeur; no buttresses to graduate and taper it 
away from a sturdy base up its narrowing height, but starting 
up, with its square sharp development, marked with the rude 
detail and attempt at decoration belonging to the period, it 
gives an impression that they were erected under stronger 
feelings of reverence than usually were associated with 
church building. The manner of finishing these towers, 
whether by flat, gabled or hipped roofs, is not known, as but 
one example is left having a covering, and from its appear- 
ance, must in all probability have been tampered with, and 
therefore cannot be instrumental in leading to a correct 
result. 

It is very unfortunate that so little remains of this style of 
Architecture, and that the general and domestic history of 
an era extending over a period of time greater than the dura- 
tion of Gothic Architecture, should be expressed within the 
limits of a few rude and unsightly ruins, whose very rudeness 
seems to have been the means of saving them from destruc- 
tion. It is, however, plainly evident that the style is an imi- 
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tation of wooden structures, in a more durable material, and 
deriving its characteristic features from the German expres- 
sion of the Romanesque. 

The Romanesque of Northern France* and England, more 
generally known as Norman Architecture, is wrapt with many 
associations that have charms to the student of Architecture, 
Archeology, and Antiquity. Here there are ample materials 
to work upon, many fine examples existing in a good state of 
preservation at the present day. The type of the Norman 
church is ks form — always cruciform, with a short massive 
tower rising above the intersection. The towers are always 
low, except in one or two instances in France, which exhibit 
lofty towers surrounded by ornamental arcades, in stories 
over each other ; but these are exceptions and not character- 
istics. The towers are usually gabled, or have low conical 
roofs over them, and surrounded by an embattled parapet. 
In some cases the walls do not rise above the ridge of the 
roof, but the majority of existing examples are one or two 
stories higher, and are invariably square. 

Another feature original in the Norman style, is the sec- 
tional form of the arches ; the rectangular outline is broken 
up, and over all principal openings the arches are deeply 
moulded, and are rich in every variety of form of which the 
style is so susceptible. 

The western fronts of the Norman churches are always 
gabled, and however small or otherwise plain the edifice may 
be, it invariably commands a doorway of great richness #nd 
beauty : pilasters on the corners of the walls, an arcade above 
the doorway, either with single or intersecting ornamental 
arches, pierced for windows where necessary : the gable left 
plain or pierced, as may be required ; and in large churches 
this front is usually flanked by towers, but in smaller edifices 
the angles are finished by the pilasters. The other elevations 
are usually plain, having the arcades divided by wide pilas- 
ters running up the walls, every existing example showing 
how much more study and labor were devoted to the west 
fronts. The chancel usually terminates without an apse, 
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although in some instances they are added, and even exam- 
ples of apses, or series of them, on all the fronts are to be 
found. Many fine specimens of plain gable ends with a trip- 
let window, having all the openings of the same height, exist 
in a good state of preservation. 

The plans of these churches usually show the chancel very 
much elongated, giving the interiors a much heightened and 
better effect, but on the exteriors it is almost a deformity, 
especially where the towers are very low. In the interior 
arrangements the clerestory is usually found ; in Targe build- 
ings also, the naves and transepts are mostly furnished with 
aisles, but there does not appear to have been any very gen- 
eral rule adopted in this respect. This may probably be 
attributed to the time, and the disadvantages under which 
many of them were built ; numbers commenced in England 
immediately after the Norman conquest, when the country 
was yet in but a half subdued state ; and this will account 
for the reason why some very inferior examples are found in 
many prominent places, as they would certainly be the first 
that were constructed after the conquest. In the largest and 
best churches, the leading interior features of the cathedral 
are carried out, namely, the arcade, triforium, and clerestory. 
Tn the management of the details of their arcades, great lati- 
tude is exercised in all its parts, and every variety of form 
and proportion is used in the columns, from the plain square 
pier, (which, however, is very rare,) to the circular column, 
with its grotesque capital. Sometimes the arcades are sin- 
gle, in others, in tiers or stories over each other; and it is 
worthy of remark, that no feature that has been produced in 
Architecture can surpass in effect the impression created by 
the stories of arcades in the naves of the larger Norman 
cathedrals. The column does not seem to have been treated 
by their architects with any reference to certain proportions, 
but more as a cylindrical pier, adapted to the superincumbent 
weight, as well as to the character of its own material, and 
the effect to be produced. They certainly have no approach 
to classical proportions, and are treated for themselves alone, 
aside from every other consideration. 
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The windows are found as various in form as the columns. 
In proportion to the buildings they are generally too small ; 
either long and narrow, or short and wide, and very seldom 
attaining to a size which renders them ornamental features. 
The jambs are splayed on both sides, the larger splay being 
on the inside. In the belfries of the towers the double win- 
dow under one arch, with a column for the mullion, is very 
frequently found, as also in the triforiums. There are some, 
but very few, examples of circular windows, usually small 
and quite plain. 

The vaulted roof appears to have been a characteristic of 
Norman Architecture, at least in large churches ; in early 
specimens the groins arc finished quite plain, without ribs, 
but the later styles afford examples of very rich moulding. 
Many smaller buildings have timber roofs, which, although 
not in existence now, is apparent from the ruins, showing no 
provision for stone vaulting. The tower in some cases is left 
open up to its roof, crowning the transept with majestic effect, 
but where belfries are introduced, the internal beauty of the 
lofty finish is quite lost. 

There is no portion of these buildings upon which so much 
study and labor have been spent, as upon the doorways. 
They are always of a most sumptuous character, and appear 
to have been preserved with great good fortune, where often 
all other parts have gone to ruin and decay. A cluster of 
shafts usually occupies the jamb up to the springing line, 
which recedes in the thickness of the wall, narrowing toward 
the door. The arch mouldings are always exceedingly rich, 
and decorated with all the ornaments by which the style is 
characterized. In some cases the jambs are moulded the 
same as the arch, and continued uninterruptedly down to the 
sill. 

•The general exterior enrichment and decoration of these 
edifices consist of the arcade, in tiers divided by strings, or 
resting on each other ; the angles flanked by pilasters, and 
the sides divided by them into panels, which are filled up 
with these ornamental arcades. Shafts and columns are also 
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used in all imaginable forms and proportions, to carry the 
arches of the decorative features, usually finishing with a 
square block abacus, moulded into the string course. The 
carving is generally rude — the devices common-place; yet, 
taken collectively, with the other ornamental features, it has 
a good effect. 

There is much in this style to invest us with feelings of 
love and respect for it. It is a bold conception, even as an 
offshoot from the Romanesque, and among all adaptations 
which retain so much of the original, there are none which 
command the warm affections of a Christian people to so great 
and deserved an extent as the Norman. 

Architect. 


For Thi Ashlik. 

“GOD TEMPERS THE WIND TO THE SHORN 
LAMB/’ 


Dear Sir : — A few months ago I observed in a Masonic 
publication an inquiry as to the origin of the oft-quoted pas- 
sage, “ God tempers the wind to the shorn lamb.” It has 
usually been considered a biblical extract, but upon searching, 
no one has ever been able to find it within the lids of the 
Bible. Did it not originate with Laurence Sterne? In his 
“ Sentimental Journey,” where he the second time meets 
with the crazed Maria of Monlines, she recounts to him the 
history of her peregrinations since they last met ; among them 
she said, “ she had travelled over all Lombardy without 
money, and through the flinty roads of Savoy without shoes ; 
how she had borne it, and how she had got supported, she 
could not tell, but God tempers the wind to the shorn lamb, 
said Maria.” As there is nothing to indicate its having been 
a quotation at that time and as he was one who would not 
appropriate the sentiments or expression of another without 
crediting, we may safely conclude it to have been original 
with him. 
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You may perhaps be unwilling to print in The Ashlar a 
communication not authorized by a Mason, but circumstances 
over which I had no control numbered me among the pro- 
scribed. It should be a partial passport to your favor, to 
know, that had I been a man, I would have been a Mason, 
provided I had “ been weighed in the balance and not found 
wanting.” Being unalterably a woman, I can only add my 
sincere desire for the prosperity of the Institution, and a whis- 
pered prayer that God’s blessing will ever attend (as it will) 
the worthy Brethren of the “ Mystic tie,” for to be a perfect 
Mason, is to be a perfect man. 


GRAND LODGE OF LOUISIANA. 


The Grand Lodge of Louisiana held its forty-sixth Annual 
Communication in February last. About one hundred and 
twenty-five Lodges were represented. The address of the 
Grand Master, Win. M. Perkins, is one of more than ordi- 
nary interest. He approves of the representative system 
recommended by the Grand Lodge of New York. 

REBELLION. 

During the year, the following Lodges filed official notice 
of their withdrawal from the Grand Lodge, though none of 
them have returned their Charters : 

St. Andrew, (late Disciples of the Masonic Senate,) No. 5 ; 

Perseverance, No. 4 ; 

Polar Star, No. 1. 

In the previous year, the Lodge Foyer Maconnique, No. 
44, pursued a similar course. The reason given for this is 
that the Grand Lodge is arbitrary, and prescribes forms in 
conflict with the Scotch Rite. “ Claiming existence,” says 
the address, “ as a Supreme Council of the thirty-third and 
last degree of the Ancient and Accepted Rite, now familiarly 
known as the Scottish Rite, though repudiated by the govern- 
ing authorities of that rite in the United States, and not 


Digitized by 


Google 



446 


THE ASHLAR. 


recognized by any organization whatever out of New Orleans, 
so far as I am informed, they are attempting to establish 
Lodges of Symbolic Masonry here. They commenced with 
the expelled members of Foyer Maconnique Lodge No. 44, 
and secured the cooperation and assistance of deserters from 
our ranks, perhaps. I ought to call them, as I might with 
greater propriety, traitors in our camp, inasmuch as, whilst 
members of our regular Lodges, mixing in our assemblies, 
and participating in our labors, they were secretly assisting 
in the organization of Lodges in direct conflict with our Con- 
stitution and a general Masonic regulation well understood.” 

Of course the action of those who thus withdrew, and set 
the authority of the Grand Lodge at defiance, is nothing but 
rank rebellion. 

A charter was granted to the members of the Polar Star 
Lodge, who remained faithful, and they elected officers who 
were installed during the session of the Grand Lodge. 

OFFICERS FOR THE ENSUING YEAR. 

Amos Adams, G. M. ; Samuel Todd, D. G. M. ; S. 0. 
Scruggs, S. G. W. ; A. J. Norwood, J. G. W. ; Stephen C. 
Michell, G. T. ; Samuel G. Risk, G. S. ; Rev. C. S. Hedges, 
W. G. C. ; Julius Aroni, W. S. G. D. ; S. P. Solomon, W. J. 
G. D. ; W. C. Driver, W. G. M. ; Hy. Regenburg, W. G. S. 
B. ; F. M. Goodrich, W. G. P. ; L. R. Curtis, Emmet D. 
Craig, Bruno De Lucas and B. da Silva, W. G. S.; Joseph 
Chellet, W. G. T. 

An address was delivered by Bro. Albert Pike. A large 
number of cases were before the Committee on Grievances. 
We regret to see so many causes of complaint among the 
Craft in this jurisdiction. Its interests, however, are in 
judicious hands. 
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POWERS OF A DEPUTY GRAND MASTER. 


A difference of opinion has existed as to the powers of 
the officer bearing the title of Deputy Grand Master, as is 
manifested by the usages in different jurisdictions. This sub- 
ject is now exciting a good deal of attention in New York. A 
short time since, the Deputy Grand Master of that State, for 
cause which appeared sufficient to him, arrested the charter 
of Adelphic Lodge No. 348, in the city of New York, where 
he resided. The members immediately sent a delegation to 
the Grand Master, who lives in Penn Yan, petitioning him to 
restore the Lodge to its proper functions ; upon which he 
issued his edict, ordering his Deputy not only to restore the 
books, &c., to the proper officers, but “ to respond within 
four days to him on the matter of complaint contained in the 
appeal of the other members of Adelphic Lodge against him.” 
If we understand the facts rightly, and we think no one can 
fail to do so, the action of the Deputy Gratid Master was, in 
our opinion, certainly very questionable, unless he derived 
explicit authority from the Grand Lodge of his jurisdiction. 

In a late number of the Mirror and Keystone we find this 
question ably discussed by Bro. Tisdall. We take the fol- 
lowing extract from his article : 

“ At the annual communicatiom in June last, the powers 
of the D. G. Master were defined by the Grand Lodge, to be 
neither more, nor less, than are contained in the book of 
printed Constitutions. Section 41 provides that, 4 In the 
case of the death, absence or inability of the Grand Master, 
or a vacancy in his office, the Deputy Grand Master, Senior 
G. Warden and Junior G. Warden, will in succession succeed 
to his prerogatives and duties for all purposes.’ Sec . 16 
gives him the power to organize a Lodge, by granting his 
Dispensation, equally with the Grand Master. Sec. 19, the 
power to suspend a Lodge, upon proper cause shown, which 
suspension shall not extend beyond the next annual commu- 
nication ; and Sec. 22, the power of enabling a Lodge to 
confer degrees on more than five candidates at the same time, 
and to lessen the prescribed time for conferring the third 
degree by his dispensation. These are alt the executive 
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powers granted him, and unless acting under special authority 
deputed to him by the Grand Master, he has none whatever ; 
for Section 10 expressly declares, 4 All the executive powers 
of a Grand Lodge, when not in session, are reposed in its 
Grand Master ; ’ meaning, of course, those permitted to be 
performed by the Deputy, as well as others not granted to 
the latter officer , and for those permitted to be executed by 
the D. G. Master, he is responsible to the Grand Master, as 
he was made in the case of the Adelphic Lodge suspension, <fec. 

The claims of the D. G. Master’s powers and prerogatives, 
as has been by some advanced, would, if tenable, make him 
in the city of New York, its absolute and supreme head, and 
solely for the reason, that the Grand Master was a resident 
of another portion of the State. A residence in Penn Yan, 
in the interior of the State of New York, would by their 
construction of the meaning of the word absence in section 
41, be sufficient to authorize the D. G. Master to 4 succeed 
to his prerogatives and duties for all purposes,’ in the city of 
New York. This is, in our opinion, a false and untenable 
construction of the meaning of the word. In pursuing this 
subject, the first inquiry would be, 4 What are the powers of 
the D. G. Master other than those specifically named in the 
laws of the Grand Lodge of New York?’ The words of 
the Constitution are, 4 in case of the death, absence or ina- 
bility of the Grand Master,’ he shall succeed to his peroga- 
tives and perform his duties ; and it is therefore essential to 
determine what is the meaning of the word 4 absence .’ The 
word is capable of several constructions, as, 1st, Absence 
from the place where any official act is to be performed ; 2nd, 
Absence from some place supposed to be connected with the 
official position of Grand Master ; 3rd, Absence from his 
official jurisdiction, which are the limits of the State. We 
shall briefly examine each of these constructions. As to the 
first — if the absence referred to in section 41 means absence 
from the place where any act is to be performed, then in most 
cases there will be no one who can execute the powers of the 
Grand Master ; for the provision disabling the Grand Master 
in case of absence, also disables any other officer who is to 
represent him on the same ground. 

To illustrate — suppose some Masonic act, as the conferring 
the third degree within the prescribed period, and for which 
a dispensation is required, is about to be performed in a Lodge 
at Albany, where neither the Grand Master, the D. G. Mas- 
ter, or either Grand Warden resides, then all being absent, 
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they are all disabled, and no one can perform the act. For 
it would be absurd to say, that (the rule being uniform) the 
objection of absence can apply to one officer and not to 
another. We hold it then obvious, that the first mode of 
construction referred to, is not the true interpretation of the 
word absence in section 41, and we would add here, that, 
when the law provides that in the absence of one officer, 
another is to perform his duty during that absence, the former 
is incapacitated. The second construction that may be put 
on the word absence is, absence from some place supposed to 
be connected with the official position of Grand Master. 
This construction is predicated upon the assumption, that the 
Grand Master is required to reside at some particular place. 
We look in vain either to the Ancient Constitutions, or the 
regulations of the Grand Lodge of New York for any such 
requisition. The office of Grand Master of Masons is a per- 
sonal trust and confidence ; it attaches to the individual, not 
to his location or place of residence. And the opinion, that 
whenever he is absent from a particular location, he ceases to 
be Grand Master, and is partially deprived of his powers and 
duties, is at war with all Masonic usage and precedent. For 
if absence in section 41 of the Constitution, means absence 
from New York City, (where, if the Grand Master be chosen 
from another section of the State, the D. G. Master must 
reside,) the Deputy succeeds to the place of the Grand Mas- 
ter ; and, as when the latter is present, no one can exercise 
his powers, so when the D. G. Master succeeds to the author- 
ity, he has it as amply as the Grand Master had it, and no 
other can exercise it. To contend otherwise, would not only 
set aside the express words of the section , but would also 
establish the anomaly of two Grand Masters, with plenary 
powers, existing in one jurisdiction at one and the same time ; 
which we presume even those who claim that the D. G. Mas- 
ter is supreme within ten miles of the New York City Hall, 
will not directly contend for. The third construction to be 
placed on the word absence , is absence from the jurisdiction, 
or from the State ; and this we hold to be the true and rea- 
sonable meaning of the word. The Grand Master when he 
is installed, is proclaimed as the Grand Master of Masons in 
the State of New York — not over a part of the State, but 
over the whole State, and over all the Masons in the State. 
His jurisdiction is over every part and portion of the State. 
Wherever he goes within the State, his authority abides with 
him. As he is Grand Master over the whole State, he is not 
29 — vol. in. no. x. 
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out of place in any part of the State. He loses no dignity 
or authority by being in one part of his jurisdiction instead 
of being in another part of it.” 


THE APPROBATION OF OLD MASONS. 


Since we have been publishing The Ashlar, the favor with 
which our work has been received by Brethren who have 
grown grey in Masonry, and been numbered among its 
members for many years, has been particularly pleasing to us. 
We have received many communications from them, express* 
ing their approbation, and speaking words of encouragement. 
Especially have they commended our conservative course, and 
our efforts to keep out new tests and crush spurious degrees. 
It may not be inappropriate to select for publication, from 
the number of communications alluded to, the following from 
one whom we only know by reputation as a zealous and 
worthy member of the mystic tie : 


East Saginaw, March 18, 1858. 

Brother Weston, — 

Inclosed you will find two dollars. If I had had the money 
to have paid up, I should have stopped this volume. Not be* 
cause it did not please me, but because it was such hard times 
to raise money. No, no, my friend, I think The Ashlar to be 
the best Masonic publication I ever knew, and it would have 
been quite a privation to have done without it. It is not 
only very beautiful of itself, but it possesses intrinsic value. 
You may, if you please, allow me to be somewhat of a judge, 
as I have been a Master Mason more than fifty years, and a 
Royal Arch more than forty years. Not that I would pre- 
sume to boast of my honors, but that I have seen something 
of the ups and downs, and then ups again, of that glorious 
Institution. 

Yours, fraternally, A. J. HAYDEN. 
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MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE — QUERIES AND 
REPLIES. 


Bro. and Comp. Weston : 

Can a Lodge or Chapter refuse to deliver up its charter when de- 
manded by the Grand Master or Grand High Priest ? 

Ans. It cannot ; it has no discretion in the matter. Be 
the Grand officer right or wrong, the subordinate body must 
comply with his demand for the charter. 


Alltn Weston, Esq. — Dear Sir and Bro. : Can a Lodge ballot 
in the first or second degree for candidates ? 

Ans. It cannot. All business should be transacted when 
the Lodge is opened on the third degree. A resolution of 
the Grand Lodge of Illinois says : 

Resolved , That the Grand Lodge of Illinois would recommend to 
the Lodges under her jurisdiction, to do all their business in a Lodge 
of Master Masons, except conferring the first and second degrees. 


Editor of The Ashlar : 

Suppose the hour of the regular communications of a Lodge are 
fixed by the by-laws, or that a Lodge closes a communication to meet 
at its next regular communication, at a specified hour. Can the W. M. 
call the Lodge together on the day of the election of officers at an 
earlier hour than the one specified, and proceed to the election of offi- 
cers ? Please to answer through The Ashlar. 

Ans. The election of officers must take place at a regular 
or stated communication, unless by dispensation of the Grand 
Master or authority of the Grand Lodge to the contrary. If 
the Master calls the Lodge together, it is not a regular com- 
munication, but a special or called meeting. The election in 
such a case would be illegal and void. 


Bro. Weston : Please to inform us, through The Ashlar, whether 
a Lodge can move from one part of the town to another without the 
consent of the Grand Lodge, or that of the Grand Master. 

Ans. It can. The question of removal can be decided 
by the Lodge. 
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LAYING CORNER STONES. 

' [Extract from an Address on the occasion of laying the Corner Stone of the new Custom 
House, Wheeling, Va., Sept. 17, 1856, by Bro. James D. McCabe, D. D.] 

But why of all the Benevolent associations of the day, are 
you, Brethren of the Masonic Fraternity, called upon to take 
precedence in the interesting ceremony ? Is it because of 
the antiquity of your venerable Order ? — this might be a rea- 
son, but not the reason. Is it because you have numbered 
in your roll of mighty dead, the sages who planned, and the 
heroes who won, the liberties of this fair land — names that 
have illustrated the brightest pages of our country’s history ? 
This might in the public estimation be a sufficient reason , but 
it is not the true one ! It is because to Masonry appertains 
the exclusive prescriptive right to perform such service . It 
is hers by inheritance ! Masonic practice originated the cus- 
tom, and has perpetuated it ; it grew out of the very nature 
of the Masonic organization, and is symbolically illustrative 
of the whole system of Masonic teaching and work. No one 
can respect more highly than I do, the various Benevolent 
Orders to which the last half century has given birth. But 
candor compels me to say, that the performance of such an 
office by any one of them, is incongruous with the whole 
spirit of its organization. It illustrates nothing, and becomes 
a mere idle and unmeaning ceremony. 

The exclusive right of the Fraternity to lay the first stone 
of every building — a right unquestioned until within compar- 
atively modern times — is found in the fact of its ancient oper- 
ative character. It was the sole repository of all the knowl- 
edge and science required for such work. Its Lodges fur- 
nished architects to the whole world. Its purely speculative 
character, is a self-induced form of its modern manifestation. 

##**#****#♦ 

From the period of the Temple we catch, occasionally, 
glimpses of the Masonic organization until we arrive at the 
middle ages, when we find it developed in the fraternity of 
Builders. In England its history is confused and indistinct, 
until the 6th century ; thence onward, we follow it in its 
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labors in the erection of the old cathedrals of Canterbury, of 
Rochester, Old St. Paul’s, London, Westminster Abbey, and 
other buildings of note. We can trace a succession of Grand 
Masters from the days of Alfred the Great. From that sov- 
ereign to Henry VII, the office was filled by no less than 
seven Bishops, three Archbishops, one Cardinal and six 
Kings. But I will not weary your patience by historical 
prolixity. 

When the condition of society, under the kindly nurture 
of religion and protection of salutary laws, rendered it no 
longer necessary to cultivate operative Masonry under the 
safeguards of the secret principle, the Fraternity laid aside 
that vocation, and assumed a speculative character, preserv- 
ing the memory of its ancient form by converting the tools 
and implements it had formerly wielded, into symbols of wise 
and serious truth, and thus through a succession of years has 
been preserved its excellent tenets. 

Among other ancient customs which it preserved, was the 
authority to lay the first stone of every public building, and 
thus, by a speculative ceremony, preserve the remembrance 
of its ancient operative office. 

***#**##### 

In her speculative character also, Masonry claims the office 
she has this day performed. It is congruous with her whole 
system of symbolic teaching. The ceremonies of the day, 
the entire process of erection, until the top stone is carried 
up, is a physical symbol of the work. Masonry seeks to per- 
form morally and intellectually. This has been her high 
function, at all times and seasons ; like the coral insect, she 
has toiled on patiently and quietly, amid the gibes and sneers 
of enemies. She has braved the storms of centuries. She 
has bared her brow and her bosom to the lightning and the 
tempest, and stood unscathed and beautiful amid the moral 
and political earthquakes, that have shivered and cast down 
shrines and altars, and temples and thrones. To-day, as an 
indestructible relic of the past, with eye undimmed and nat- 
ural force unabated, she stands among us as pure and as 
beautiful as when her Solomon and her Hiram laid the first 
stone of Moriah’s Temple. 
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A NEW DISCOVERY OF A MASONIC SECRET. 


A Paris correspondent of one of the New York papers, in 
a recent letter, says : “ Why is it that the present century is 
so far inferior to the centuries of the dark ages in the har- 
mony and sublimity of its architecture ? For a long time it 
has been an opinion that the singular harmony which reigns 
in the proportions of the architectural monuments of that 
age was not the result of mere accident, and that there must 
have been some mathematical secret unknown to the present 
age. This secret, a German, Mr. Henzlemann, has found. 
It was a secret which belonged to antiquity as well as to the 
Greek and Roman epochs. It presided as well at the con- 
struction of Solomon’s Temple as at the Parthcnons of Rome 
and Athens. The discovery of Mr. Henzlemann was the result 
of study. ’ With the plumb-line, square and compass, he 
travelled through Germany, Italy, France and England, 
measuring and calculating, and finding in all the structures 
of the different ages of the past the same harmonious lines. 
He has demonstrated beyond contradiction, the corelation of 
the Greek with the middle-age architecture. This secret, 
which was the property of brother Masons (Freemasons of 
the present day) from the time of the building of Solomon’s 
Temple down to the fifteenth, perhaps even to the sixteenth, 
century, was at last lost by them, and the sublime art of 
architecture entered its age of decadence. The Greeks and 
Hebrews took great pains to keep this secret. Pythagoras 
in Greece, and Moses, David and Solomon among the Israel- 
ites, were of the number of its possessors. The Freemasons, 
who are the descendants of the Israelite Masons, were un- 
doubtedly the heirs of the art of Hiram, the great architect, 
but unfortunately they have lost it. In the Paralipomenes 
we see David giving to his son the plans and descriptions 
which he had received from God, to raise to him a temple at 
Jerusalem; and in the proportions and forms indicated by 
the different books of the Bible, we can trace the elements of 
the harmonious system recognized by Mr. Henzlemann. The 
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discovery of the German architect has excited so much interest 
in France that Mr. Lenoir, an architect of that city, has 
made a report on the subject to the Minister of Public In- 
struction and Worship. This gentleman not only approves 
of the discovery of Mr. Henzlemann, but he supports its 
truth and correctness with additional proofs.” 


Grand Lodge op South Carolina. — We have received 
the proceedings of this body at several Communications, 
special and quarterly. After a careful perusal of them, we 
find little of general interest, except in the report of the 
Grand Secretary, Bro. A. G. Mackey, which reviews the 
proceedings of other Grand bodies, and contains much valu- 
able information. We have not space in this number to 
publish extracts from it as we would like to do, but may 
refer to it again in our next. The constitution was so 
changed as to establish an Annual Communication, at which 
' the election of officers will take place, and all the business 
appertaining to the general interests of the Craft will be 
transacted. The report is singularly lacking in statistics, 
| and we learn incidentally from its pages, that there are sixty- 

five Lodges in the jurisdiction. Resolutions were adopted 
in favor of purchasing Mount Vernon. We give a portion 
of them: 

Resolved , That the Grand Lodge will appropriate the sum of one 
hundred dollars, and that the subordinate Lodges in this jurisdiction 
are earnestly urged to cooperate in this praiseworthy design, and that 
for that purpose the Worshipful Master of every Lodge is requested to 
| invite, at the regular Communication, in April, a subscription of one 

dollar from each of the members. 

i Resolved , That the Masters are requested to remit forthwith the 

amount so collected, to the Most Worshipful Grand Master, to be by 
, him conveyed to the proper depository of the general fund for the 

purchase of Mount Vernon. 

^ Resolved \ That a Committee of Five Master Masons be appointed 

by the Grand Master to carry these resolutions into effect, and to 
! address the subordinate Lodges on the subject. 
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WASHINGTON.* 


Brave old Virginia — proud yon well may be, 
When yon retrace that glorious dynasty 
Of intellectual giants, who were known 
As much the nation’s children as yonr own — 
Yonr brilliant jewels, aye, yon gave them all, 
Like Sparta’s mother, at yonr country’s call ! 
The Senate knew their eloquence and power, 
And the red battle in its wildest hour, 

No matter whence — to glory or the grave — 
They shone conspicuous, bravest of the brave; 
One o’er the bravest and the best bore sway — 
Bright b hb memory in our hearts to-day! 

Hb bosom burned with patriotic fire — 

Virginia’s son became hb country’s sire; 

And in those lofty claims we proudly vie, 

He was our Brother of the Mystic Tie ! 

Ere mature manhood marked hb youthful brow. 
He sought our altar and he made hb vow — 
Upon the tessalated floor he trod, 

Bended hb knees and placed hb trust in God ! 
Through all his great and glorious life he stood 
A true, warm Brother, foremost e'er in good. 
Hb ready word a testimony bore, 

Ennobling e’er the apron that he wore; 

And when he died, amid a nation’s gloom, 

Hb mourning Brethren bore him to the tomb! 
Well may we honor hb dear memory ; 

Ne’er lived a truer, greater man than he. 

Well may we glory in the tie that binds 
Hb name forever to Masonic minds ; 

Well may we deem he stands among us still — 
Hb heaven-born virtues death can never kill. 
The speaking statue we have blessed to-day, 

To pristine dost may crumble and decay, 

The name of Washington can never die 
Till the last trump dissolve our mystic tie ! 


* Extract from a Poem delivered by Bn. B. B. FauroH, at the fretiTitlea doting the 
celebration of the dedication of the Washington Monument at Richmond, Va., in Feb- 
ruary last. 
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CURTAIN LECTURES. 

/rom |)unrt>. 

CAUDLE HAS BEEN MADE A MASON. — MBS. CAUDLE INDIGNANT 
AND CURIOUS. 

u Now Mr. Caudle— Mr. Caudle, I say: oh! you can’t be 
asleep already, I know — Now, what I mean to say is this ; 
there’s no use, none at all, in our having any disturbance 
about the matter ; but, at last my mind ’s made up, Mr. Caudle ; 
I shall leave you. Either I know all you’ve been doing to- 
night, or to-morrow morning I quit the house. No, no ; 
there ’s an end to the marriage state, I think — an end of all 
confidence between man and wife — if a husband’s to have 
secrets and keep ’em all to himself. Pretty secrets they must 
be, when his own wife can ’t know ’em. Not fit for any decent 
person to know, I’m sure, if that’s the case. Now, Caudle, 
don’t let us quarrel ; there’s a good soul, tell me what ’sit all 
about ? A pack of nonsense, I dare say ; still — not that I 
care much about it — still, 1 should like to know. There’s 
a dear. Eh? Oh, don’t tell me there’s nothing in it; I 
know better. I’m not a fool, Mr. Caudle; I know there’s 
a good deal in it. Now, Caudle, just tell me a little bit of it. 
I ’m sure I ’d tell youanything. You know I would. Well ! 

w Caudle, you’re enough to vex a saint! Now don’t you 
think you ’re going to sleep, because you ’re not. Do you sup- 
pose I’d ever suffered you to go and be made a Mason if I 
didn’t suppose I was to know the secret, too ? Not that it’s 
anything to know, I dare say ; and that’s why I’m determined 
to know it. 

“ But I know what it is ; oh yes, there can be no doubt. 
The secret is, to ill-use poor women ; to tyrannize over ’em ; 
to make ’em your slaves ; especially your wives. It must be 
something of the sort, or you would n’t be ashamed to have 
it known. What’s right and proper never need be done in 
secret. It’s an insult to a woman for a man to be a Free- 
mason, and let his wife know nothing of it. But, poor soul ! 
aim’s sure to know it somehow — for nice husbands they all 
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make. Yes, yes ; a part of the secret is to think better of 
all the world than their own wives and families. I’m sure 
men have quite enough to care for — that is, if they act prop- 
erly — to care for them they have at home. They can’t have 
much care to spare for the world besides. 

“ And I suppose they call you Brother Caudle ? A pretty 
brother indeed ! Going and dressing yourself up in an apron 
like a turnpike man — for that’s what you look like. And I 
should like to know what the apron’s for? There must be 
something in it not very respectable, I’m sure. Well I only 
wish I was Queen for a day or two. I’d put an end to Free- 
masonry, and such trumpery, I know. 

“Now, come, Caudle, don’t let’s quarrel. Eh? You’re 
not in pain, dear? What’s it all about? What are you 
lying laughing there at. But I’ma fool to trouble my head 
about you. 

“And you ’re not going to let me know the secret, eh? 
You mean to say, — you’re not? Now, Caudle, you know 
it’s a hard matter to put me in a passion — not that I care 
anything about the secret itself : no, I wouldn’t give a 
button to know it, for it’s all nonsense, I’m sure. It isn’t 
the secret I care about: it’s the slight, Mr. Caudle; it’s the 
studied insult a man pays to his wife, when he thinks of going 
through the world keeping something to himself which he 
won’t let her know. Man and wife one, indeed ! I should 
like to know how that can be, when a man’s a Mason — when 
he keeps a secret that sets him and his wife apart ? Ha, yon 
men make the laws, and so you take good care to have all the 
best of ’em to yourselves ; otherwise a poor woman ought to 
be allowed a divorce when a man becomes a Mason — when he ’s 
got a sort of corner-cupboard in his heart — a secret place in 
his mind — that his poor wife isn’t allowed to rummage ! 

“ Caudle, you shan’t close your eyes for a week — no, you 
shan’t — unless you tell me some of it. Come, there’s a good 
creature; there’s a love. I’m sure, Caudle, I wouldn’t 
refuse you anything — and you know it, or ought to know it 
by this time. I only wish I had a secret ! To whom should 
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I think of confiding it, but to my dear husband ? I should 
be miserable to keep it to myself, and you know it. Now, 
Caudle ! 

44 Was there ever such a man ? A man, indeed ! A brute ! 
— yes, Mr. Caudle, an unfeeling, brutal creature, when you 
might oblige me, and you won’t. I’m sure I don’t object to 
your being a Mason ; not at all, Caudle ; 1 dare say it’s a 
very good thing; it’s only your making a secret of it, that 
vexes me. But you’ll tell me — you’ll tell your own Mar- 
garet ? You won’t ! You ’re a wretch, Mr. Caudle. 

“ But I know why : oh yes, I can tell. The fact is, you’re 
ashamed to let me know what a fool they ’ve been making of 
you. That’s it. You, at your time of life — the father of a 
family. I should be ashamed of myself, Caudle. 

“ And I suppose you ’ll be going to what you call your 
Lodge every night, now. Lodge, indeed ! Pretty place it 
must be where they don’t admit women. Nice goings on, 1 
dare say. Then you call one another brethren. Brethren ! 
I’m sure you had relations enough; you didn’t want any 
more. 

44 But I know what all this Masonry ’s about. Its only an 
excuse to get away from your wives and families, that you 
may feast and drink together, that’s all. That’s the secret. 
And to abuse women, — as if they were inferior animals, and 
not to be ttusted. That ’s the secret ; and nothing else. 

“ Now, Caudle, don’t lets quarrel. Yes, I know you’re in 
pain. Still, Caudle, my love ; Caudle ! Dearest, I say ! 
Caudle! Caud— ” 

44 I recollect nothing more,” says Caudle, 44 for here, thank 
Providence ! I fell asleep. 


44 brother” caudle has been to a masonic charitable din- 
ner. MRS. CAUDLE HAS HIDDEN THE 44 BROTHER ’s” CHECK- 
BOOK. 

44 But all I say is this : I only wish I ’d been born a man. 
What do you say ? You wish I had? Mr. Caudle, I’ll not 
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lie quiet in my own bed to be insulted. Oh, yes, yon did 
mean to insult me. I know what you mean. You mean if I 
had been born a man you’d never have married me. That’s 
a pretty sentiment, I think ; and after the wife I’ve been to 
you. And now I suppose you’ll be going to public dinners 
every day ? It’s no use your telling me you’ve only been to 
one before ; that’s nothing to do with it — nothing at all. I 
knew what it would come to when you were made a Mason : 
when you were once a 4 brother,’ as you call yourself, I knew 
where the husband and father would be ; — I’m sure, Caudle, 
and though I’m your own wife, I grieve to say it — I’m sure 
you haven’t so much heart, that you have any to spare for 
people out of doors. Indeed, I should like to see the man 
who has ! No, no, Caudle ; Pm by no means a selfish woman 
— quite the contrary ; I love my fellow-creatures as a wife and 
mother of a family, who has only to look to her own husband 
and children, ought to love ’em. 

44 A 4 brother,’ indeed ! What would you say if I was to go 
and be made a 4 sister ?’ Why, I know very well — the house 
wouldn’t hold you. 

44 Where 's your watch ? How should I know where your 
watch is ? You ought to know. But to be sure, people who 
go to public dinners never know where anything is when they 
come home. You’ve lost it, no doubt; and ’twill serve you 
right if you have. If it should be gone — and nothing ’s more 
likely — I wonder if any of your 4 brothers’ will give you 
another. Catch ’em doing it. 

44 You must find your watch ? And you’ll get up for it ? 
Nonsense — don’t be foolish — lie still. Your watch is on the 
mantel-piece. Ha ! is n’t it a good thing for you, you ’ve some- 
body to take care of it ? 

44 What do you say ? I'm a dear creature ? Very dear, 
indeed, you think me, I dare say. But the fact is, you don’t 
know what you’re talking about, to-night. I’m a fool to open 
my lips to you, but I can ’t help it. 

44 Where ’ s your watch ? Have n’t I told you, on the mantel- 
piece ? All right , indeed ? Pretty conduct you men call all 
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right. There now, hold your tongue, Mr. Caudle, and go to 
sleep ; I’m sure ’tis the best thing you can do to-night. 
You ’ll be able to listen to reason to-morrow morning ; now, 
it ’8 all thrown away upon you. 

“ Where 's your check-book ? Never mind your check-book. 
I took care of that. What business had 1 to take it out of 
your pocket? Every business. No, no. If you choose to 
go to public dinners, why — as I’m only your wife — I can’t 
help it. But I know what fools men are made of there ; and 
if I know it, you ’ll never take your check-book again with 
you. What ! Didn’t I see your name down last year for ten 
pounds ? ‘ Job Caudle, Esq., £10.’ It looked very well in 
the newspapers, of course : and you thought yourself a some- 
body, when they knocked the tavern tables ; but I only wish 
I’d been there — yes, I only wish I’d been in the gallery. If 
I wouldn’t have told a piece of my mind, I’m not alive. 
Ten pounds, indeed ! And the world thinks you a very fine 
person for it. I only wish I could bring the world here, and 
show ’em what’s wanted at home. I think the world would 
alter their mind then ; yes — a little. 

“ What do you say ? A wife has no right to pick a hus- 
bands pocket? A pretty husband you are, to talk in that 
way. Never mind : you can ’t prosecute her for it— or I ’ve 
no doubt you would ; none at all. Some men would do any- 
thing. What? You've a bit of a headache? I hope you 
have — and a good bit, too. You ’ve been to the right place 
for it. No — I won’t hold my tongue. It’s all very well for 
you men to go to taverns — and talk — and toast — and hurrah 
— and — I wonder you’re not all ashamed of yourselves to 
drink the Queen’s health with all the honors, I believe you 
call it — yes, pretty honors you pay to the sex — I say, I won- 
der you’re not ashamed to drink that blessed creature’s health, 
when you ’ve only to think how you use your own wives at 
home. But the hypocrites that the men are — oh ! 

“ Where's your watch ? Have n’t I told you ? It’s under 
your pillow. It's all right? Yes; a great deal you know 
of what’s right just now. Ha! was there ever any poor 
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soul used as I am ! Pm a dear creature ? Pah ! Mr. Cau- 
dle, I’ve only to say, I’m tired of your conduct — quite tired, 
and don’t care how soon there’s an end to it. 

“ Why did 1 take your check-book ? I ’ve told you — to save 
you from ruin, Mr. Caudle. You're not going to be ruined ? 
Ha! you don’t know anything when you are out! I know 
what they do at those public dinners — charities, they call 
’em ; pretty charities. Charity, I believe, always dines at 
home. I know what they do ; the whole system ’s a trick. 
Sfo : Pm not a stony-hearted creature ; and you ought to be 
ashamed to say so of your wife and the mother of your child- 
ren, — but you’ll not make me cry to-night, I can tell you — 
I was going to say that — oh! you’re such an aggravating 
man, I do n’t know what I was going to say ! 

“ Thank heaven? What for? I don’t see that there’s 
anything to thank heaven about ! I was going to say, I know 
the trick of public dinners. They get a lord, or a duke, if 
they can catch him — anything to make people say they have 
dined with nobility, that’s it — yes, they get one of these 
people with a star perhaps in his coat, to take the chair — and 
to talk all sorts of sugar-plum things about charity — and to 
make foolish men, with wine in ’em, feel that they’ve no end 
of money ; and then — shutting their eyes to their wives and 
families at home — all the while that their own faces are red 
and flushed like poppies, and they think to-morrow will never 
come — then they get ’em to put hand to paper. Then they 
make ’em pull out their checks. But I took your book, Mr. 
Caudle — you couldn’t do it a second time. What are you 
laughing at ? Nothing ? It’s no matter ; I shall see in the 
paper to-morrow : for if you gave anything, you were too 
proud to hide it. I know your charity. 

“ Where's your watch? Haven’t I told you fifty times 
where it is ! In the pocket — over your head — of course ! 
Can ’t you hear it tick ? No : you can hear nothing to-night ! 

“ And now, Mr. Caudle, I should like to know whose hat it 
is you ’ve brought home ? You went out with a beaver worth 
three and twenty pullings — the second time you ’ ve worn it 
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— and you bring home a thing that no Jew in his senses would 
give me five-pence for. I couldn’t even get a pot of prim- 
roses — and you know I always turn your old hats into roots 
— not a pot of primroses for it. I ’m certain of it now, — I ’ve 
often thought it — but now I’m sure that some people dine out 
only to change their hats. 

u Where *s your watch ? Caudle, you’re bringing me to an 
early grave !” 

We hope that Caudle was penitent for his conduct; in- 
deed, there is, we think, evidence that he was so : for this is 
the only lecture to which he has appended no comment. The 
man had not the face to do it. 


Grand Lodge op North Carolina. — The Annual Commu- 
nication of this Grand Lodge was held at Raleigh, in Decem- 
ber, 1857. There are in the jurisdiction nearly two hundred 
Lodges. Nearly all of them were represented. The chief 
feature of the report of the proceedings is the address of the 
Grand Master, which, though not long, is a very sound docu- 
ment. We make the following extracts : 

“ Sometimes two or more Lodges will spring up in a com- 
munity under the propulsive effort of Masonic excitement, 
which is barely able to sustain one permanently. A system 
of proselyting next ensues, which ends, too often, by dis- 
gusting and driving off the observing portion of those whose 
accession would form valuable acquisitions to the Order, in- 
volving questions of perplexing difficulty as to which Lodge 
is entitled to a petitioner ; unpleasant feelings are engendered 
among the brethren themselves, which are finally determined 
by the premature decay and extinction of the contestant 
Lodges. Another formidable injury from this spirit of rivalry 
is, the initiation of a class of men into the Fraternity, who 
bring, by their conduct, not only reproach upon themselves, 
but upas-like, inflict a withering blight upon the Order. The 
introduction, in any community, of one bad man into our 
inner temple, will bring more discredit upon Masonry than 
the high character and benevolent acts of a dozen upright 
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and worthy men will counterbalance. * * # # We 

find, in this connection, another indication to which I would 
direct your attention. It is a sort of young Americanism 
that is becoming incorporated into the practical workings of 
subordinate Lodges, a method of making Masons according to 
the principles of manifest destiny, as well as a hastiness of 
Lodge procedure, as if it was necessary that everything 
should be controlled by the same laws which govern locomo- 
tion, through the influences of steam or the transmission of 
intelligence by the operations of the telegraph. This is 
wrong in theory and dangerous in practice. Masomy, it 
is true, in its practical application, is, to some extent, a pro- 
gressive institution ; its usages become modified to meet the 
customs and wants of the time. But to endeavor to incorpo- 
rate into it any of the character and principles of modern 
institutions, not only detract from its beauty, but inflict a 
fatal wound upon its vitality. It is preeminently conserva- 
tive in its character, has descended unimpaired by the revo- 
lutions of centuries, and old fogyish though its deriders may 
term it, yet the mirror is tarnished, and it is no longer An- 
cient Craft Masonry, whenever an innovation is incorporated. 
It knows po change, as regards her organic law, and this is 
so plainly elaborated in the ancient constitutions, as to admit 
of but few cases, even of doubtful construction.” 



The Board of Trustees of St. John’s College made a re- 
port, stating that the building of the College had been com- 
pleted, and cost twenty-three thousand dollars. The follow- 
ing officers were elected for the ensuing year : Alfred Mar- 
tin, of Wilmington, 6. M. ; J. T. Alexander, Lincolnton, G. 
S. W. ; J. M. Cox, Hertford, G. J. W. ; C. W. D. Hutchinds, 
Raleigh, G. T. ; William T. Bain, Raleigh, G. S. The Re- 
port of the Committee of F. C., is a dry affair. It does not 
allude to Illinois or Wisconsin, and says of Michigan, 44 The 
proceedings of this Grand Lodge are devoted principally to 
local considerations that do not require special notice at our 
hands.” 
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WITHDRAWAL FROM MASONRY. 


A Brother in Alabama stated to his Lodge that he wished 
to entirely withdraw from Masonry , as he had joined a church 
which forbid his belonging to any secret society. He had no 
ill feelings toward Masonry, and did not wish a demit, but 
wished to be considered as though he had never been initi- 
ated. The Worshipful Master of the Lodge addressed the 
Grand Master of Alabama, on the subject, who appears to 
have given a judicious reply. The Grand Master alludes to 
the matter in his address to the Grand Lodge, in the follow- 
ing language: 

44 1 recommended the Lodge to grant him a demit, it being 
the only means of withdrawal known to our Institution ; and 
to inform him that it was not in their power to change the 
past, or undo what had been already accomplished. There is 
no Masonic law forbidding his withdrawal from an active 
participation with his Brethren in Masonic duties, but no 
power could relieve him from his moral and personal obliga- 
tion to perform them. And, indeed, it docs seem, that 
anciently it was thought not to be consistent with the duty of 
a Mason to remain unaffiliated with some Lodge ; for we find 
in* the ‘Old Charges,’ Section III, ‘of Lodges,’ the last clause 
of the first sentence, these words : ‘ Every Brother ought to 
belong to one.’ Owing, no doubt, to some yielding to the 
clamors of those who are not entitled to a better name than 
drones in our society, this old charge has, in that respect, 
been sadly neglected. There are many Masons within this 
State, who do not work at all, and yet claim the right to eat, 
which is contrary not only to the spirit and genius of Mason- 
ry, but to the precise words of the law, for it is written, ‘ He 
that will not work, neifher shall he eat.’ 

“ It is not, however, pretended that the case from Geneva 
Lodge, (which is not the only one, precisely similar, present- 
ed to me this year,) stands on the same ground with that of 
a common withdrawal. It occupies a far different position, 
and must be viewed from a different stand point. If the 
Brother who had connected himself with a church whose dis- 
cipline forbade him to be a member of a se<jret society, felt 
that his conscience would not allow him to remain affiliated 
with the Lodge and a participant of its labors — if he be- 
lieved that such an association was an impediment to # him in 

30 — VOL. hi. no. x. 
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his efforts -to reach a happy home, after the toils of life are 
ended, ‘ where the wicked cease from trouble and the weary 
are at rest,’ then it was his duty to withdraw, and we can 
only say, let him go in peace. Let him be informed that 
it was still obligatory upon him, to conduct himself in such 
a way as not to bring reproach upon us — that he was still re- 
quired to obey the moral law, for having once freely consented 
thereto, what power on earth can absolve him from this duty. 
If there be any such power, where or when it has been main- 
tained or advocated, I am unable to discover.” 


Templarism in Illinois. — On the 27th day of October 
last, at a convention of the representatives of the several 
Commanderies at Chicago, a Grand Commandery for the State 
of Illinois was formed. We have just received the official 
report of the Convention. A Commandery of K. T.’s was 
opened in due form with the following officers : Sir Hosmer 
A. Johnson, as E. Com. ; Clark B. Stebbins, Gen. ; Reuben 
Taylor, Capt. Gen. ; Robert H. Foss, Treas. ; W. H. Turner, 
Rec. ; H. L. Gaines, Sen. War. ; B. F. Barry, Jun. War. ; 
J. V. Z. Blaney, Stand. Bearer ; C. R. Starkweather, Sword 
Bearer; E. J. Higgins, Sentinel; Thomas Shirley, P. C. 
Apollo Commandery No. 1. 

The following named Sir Knights were present as members 
of the Convention : From Apollo Commandery No. 1 — Sir 
Jas. Y. Z. Blaney, John R. Case, Reuben Taylor, and Thos. 
Shirley, Past Commanders ; H. A. Johnson, Com. ; Chas. R. 
Starkweather, Gen. ; Robt. H. Foss, Capt. Gen. From Bel- 
videre Commandery No. 2 — Sir Wm. H. Turner, Past Com. ; 
Benjamin F. Barry, Proxy for Com. ; Dewit C. Martin, Gen. 
From Peoria Commandery No. 3 — Sir C. B. Stebbins, Past 
Com. ; Henry L. Gaines, Com. ; Thos. A. H. Smyth, Proxy 
for Capt. Gen. 

The proper authority of Grand Master Wm. B. Hubbard 
for forming a Gryid Commandery having been read, a consti- 
tution was adopted, and the following officers elected : 

R. E. Sir James Y. Z. Blaney, Grand Commander. 

V. “ “ Clark B. Stebbins, Dep. Gr. Commander. 
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E. Sir Benj. F. Barry, 

44 44 Hosmer A. Johnson, 
44 44 Reuben Taylor, 

44 44 Robert H. Foss, 

44 44 William H. Turner, 
44 44 Henry L. Gaines, 

44 44 Dewit C. Martin, 

44 44 James H. Miles, 

44 44 James E. Dalliba, 

44 44 C. R. Starkweather, 
44 44 Ezra J. Higgins, 


Grand Generalissimo. 

44 • Capt. Gen. 

44 Prelate. 

44 Treasurer. 

44 Recorder. 

44 Sen. Warden. 

44 Jun. 44 

Gr. Stand. Bearer pro tem 
44 Sword 44 44 

44 Warden. 

44 Capt. of the Guard. 


Presentation of a P. M. Jewel to Bro. J. W. Hunt. — 
A short time since, as we are pleased to learn, a beautiful 
Past Master’s jewel was presented by Hiram Lodge No. 50, 
of Madison, Wisconsin, to John W. Hunt, M. D. A more 
worthy recipient could not be found. In his breast is the 
true Mason’s heart. 44 The jewel weighed nearly three ounces 
of solid eighteen-carat gold, and is in the shape of a Past 
Master’s emblem, being a compass opened on a quadrant, 
with a large gold sun in the centre, 6ct with a brilliant ame- 
thyst — all richly embellished with appropriate engravings. 
On the back of the quadrant is the inscription, 44 Hiram 
Lodge No. 50, F. Sf A. Masons, Madison , Wis., to Past 
Master John W. Hunt , A. D. 1858.” It was presented with 
an appropriate speech by Bro. P. M. Clark, to which Bro. 
Hunt replied in felicitous terms. 


' We see it stated in the secular papers that Skan- 
daugh, the Indian chief who was surgeon to Gen. Lafayette 
during the revolutionary war, is now living in Albany, N. Y., 
at the age of 106, as hale and hearty as most persons of 60, 
and bids fair to live many years longer. His recollections of 
the exploits of Lafayette are unimpaired. The Masonic 
Fraternity, of which he has been a member for more than 70 
years, provide for him. The old Centenarian has two daugh- 
ters living, one at Gibraltar, the other at Martinique, quite 
advanced in years. 
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The Grand Chapter op South Carolina. — This body 
met at Charleston, in February last. Ten Chapters were 
represented ; and Comp. A. G. Mackey, G. H. P., presided. 
Charters were granted to the following Chapters U. D. : 
Hesperian, No. 17, at Abbeville ; Signet, No. 18, at Newberry ; 
and Keystone, No. 19, at Lancaster. By resolution, the 
right hand of fellowship was extended to the new Grand 
Chapter of Canada. A new work, by Comp. Mackey, (which 
is about to be published), entitled “ The Book of the Chap- 
ter,” was recommended, in high terms, as a manual for 
R. A. Masons. Resolutions were adopted, expressing the 
belief that the G. G. Chapter “ is necessary to the prosperity 
and advancement of R. A. Masonry in the United States.” 
Comp. A. G. Mackey was reelected G. H. Priest, and Comp. 
Ebenezer Taylor, Grand Secretary. 


Masonry in Rhode Island. — There are in Rhode Island 
about twenty Lodges and one thousand affiliated Masons. 
We have received the official report of the proceedings of 
the Grand Lodge, for the year ending June 24th, 1857. 
They present few matters of interest to Brethren outside of 
the jurisdiction. We previously noticed the centennial cele- 
bration of St. John’s Lodge, an account of which is given in 
the report. The Institution is in good hands in the little 
State of Rhode Island, and among the Brethren there are 
many wise and accomplished Masons. 


MASONIC ITEMS. 


Bro. Rob. Morris is preparing a “ History of Masonry 
in Kentucky,” under the express approbation of the Grand 
Lodge of that State. As the Grand Lodge archives have 
been twice devastated by fire, he is deficient in much mate- 
rial that he desires. He wishes to procure the proceedings^ 
of Kentucky for the years in which he is deficient. The fd- 
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lowing shows what he has : “ All from Sept., 1800, to Oct., 
1857, except 1815, 1816, 1818, 1820, 1821, 1824, 1825, 
1826, 1827, 1828, 1829, 1830,1831, 1832,1833, 1834, 1835, 
1836, 1837, 1838. Constitutions : 1808, 1818, 1847, 1850, 
1853.” Any Brother having the desired copies, would confer 
a favor by sending them to Bro. M. for his present labors. 


Masonry is rapidly progressing in Kansas, notwith- 
standing the political difficulties which exist there. This is 
a fresh evidence of the power and beneficence of the Institu- 
tion. 

Col. Santiago Flores. — A man bearing the foregoing 
name imposed himself on the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts 
in 1852 as the “ Senior Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge 
of Peru.” He turns out to be a grand humbug. There was 
no Grand Lodge in Peru at the time, and the fellow was not 
even a Colonel. 


flgg 0 * Bro. Robert Davidson, the first Mason made within 
the limits of Ohio , died recently at Newark, in that State. 


flgy* It is reported by the secular papers that the Turkish 
Admiral now in this country is a Mason. 


flgy* A paper published in New Orleans called The Delta , 
claims Pierre Soul6 as a member of the Supreme Council of 
83rd, and an honorary member of the rebellious body, Polar 
Star Lodge No. 1. 


DEATHS AND OBITUARIES. 


At a special meeting of Unity Lodge No. 48, St. Charles, 
Kane county, HI., held April 17, 1858, the following pream- 
ble and resolutions were unanimously adopted : 

Whereas , In the evente of Providence, the Grand Master of the uni- 
verse hath suddenly called our Brother, Holla French, from the 
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labors of earth to those refreshments which are only found in that 
“ Temple made without hands, high in the heavens 

Ana, Whereas , our Brother has left behind a loved wife, and 
daughter of tender years, it is most meet that we here, in this earthly 
Lodge, of which our departed Brother was a consistent member, assem- 
ble, and as Brothers, express our sentiments of his Masonic virtues ; 
therefore, by Unity Lodge No. 48, of Free and Accepted Masons, 
be it Resolved , 

1st, That inexorable Death spares not even the most worthy, nor 
awaits the maturity of age. His coming is like the dread wing of the 
tempest ; it was scarcely heard before he departed, bearing hence in 
his invisible yet terrible embrace, one of us, to the pale kingdom of 
the dead. 

2nd, That in our departed Brother we have realized the highest 
Masonic virtues. Although not a professed, he wa& a practical Chris - 
tian, when measured by that scriptural rule, “ by their fruits ye shall 
know them.” As a man, he was honest ; as a friend, true and con- 
stant ; as a husband, devoted ; as a parent, solicitous and indulgent ; 
as a citizen, respected and honored ; as a Mason, he was a worthy 
example. Endeared to us all by his manly character, we will cherish 
his memory and emulate his virtues. 

3rd, That to his relatives we but express our fraternal feelings when 
we say that we, too, have met with an irreparable loss, and with them 
mourn the death of a departed Brother ; and to his wife and little one, 
our sister and protege, we would extend our sincere condolence in then- 
sudden bereavement. 

4th, That as a Lodge, we will attend his funeral ; and as a tribute 
of respect to our Brother, we will wear the usual badge of mourning 
for thirty days. 

5th, That the Master of this Lodge be requested to present a copy 
of these resolutions to the wife of the deceased, our Sister, and that a 
copy of the samo be spread upon the records of this Lodge. 

C. A. BROOKS, W. M. 

Geo. A. Dunham, Sec'y. 

Died, in Battle Creek, Calhoun county, Mich., on the 24th 
day of March, 1858, Homer Marsh, aged 34 years. Bro. 
Marsh has filled the office of Secretary of Battle Creek Lodge 
No. 12 ; also that of Junior and Senior Wardens, and Master ; 
and was also one of the charter members of Battle Creek 
Chapter No. 19, of R. A. Masons. He became a member of 
Battle Creek Lodge No. 12, in January, 1858. 

At a Special Communication of Battle Creek Lodge No. 
12, of F. and A. Masons, convened at their Lodge room, 
Saturday, March 27, A. D. 1858, the following resolutions 
were unanimously adopted by the Lodge : 
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Whereas, The Supreme Ruler of all events has been pleased in his 
all-wise providence to remove from among us Past Master Bro. Homer 
Marsh ; therefore. 

Resolved^ That while we bow submissively to the affliction which 
deprives us of a worthy Brother, society of an exemplary man and 
citizen, and his family of a kind and devoted husband and father, we 
humbly implore the Giver of all good so to direct it for our welfare as 
to prepare us for an exchange of worlds, and companionship with the 
just 

Resolved , That we deeply sympathize with the family and relatives 
of our deceased Brother in this severe dispensation, and fervently pray 
•that the God of mercy, in whom they trust, and who “ chasteneth 
whom he loveth,” may abundantly bless them with his cheering pres- 
ence ft this life, and that they may realize the hopes of the righteous 
in the life to come. 

Resolved , That a copy of the foregoing resolutions be transmitted to 
the family of the deceased, and published in the journals of this vil- 
lage, and in The Ashlar. 


Upper Alton, May 3, 1858. 

At a called meeting of Madison Lodgtf No. 101, of A. F. 
Masons, the following preamble and resolutions were adopted, 
as a tribute of respect to our deceased Brother Douthit, and 
of condolence to his bereaved family : 

Whereas , It has pleased the Almighty in his wisdom, to remove by 
death our beloved Brother, Jno. Douthit, W. M. of Madison Lodge 
No. 101, of A. F, Masons, thereby causing sorrow and lamentation in 
the bosom of his family, and sadness and gloom in the Lodge over 
which he presided ; therefore, 

Resolved , That in tho death of Brother Jno. Douthit, Masonry has 
sustained a loss, and society has been deprived of a friend. We loved 
him for his attachment to the Order. As a man, he was honorable ; 
trustworthy, as a Brother ; affectionate as a husband, and humble as 
a Christian. As a Lodge, wo feel the loss of a Master ; as Masons, 
we lose a Brother. 

Resolved , That this Lodge tender our heartfelt sympathies to the 
stricken widow and tender orphans of our deceased Brother ; but as 
human sympathy is cold and dead at such an hour, we humbly and 
hopefully point you above, to the Great Dispenser of all our joys and 
sorrows, who, in his wisdom, has taken from us a Brother — from you, 
a Husband. But it is not for us to scrutinize the providence of God, 
“his ways are not our ways,” but we may trust his promises when he 
says he will be a “ father to the fatherless, and a husband to the 
widow.” 

Resolved , That we can offer no greater tribute to the memory of 
our departed Brother, than to exemplify the principles he so well 
loved in offering to our Sister, not only our sympathies, but our aid 
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and succor in tbe hour of adversity and trial ; and to the orphans, a 
home and protection, should adversity cross their path. And when 
again we meet in the “ mystic . circle ” and miss the “light in the 
East,” our minds will wander to the “ Joved ones it hoye,” and our 
prayers shall ascend to the Great Architect of the Universe that we 
may all meet in the Grand Lodge above, where sorrow and parting are 
no more. 

Resolved \ That the members of this Lodge wear the usual badge of 
mourning thirty days, and that the papers in Alton, and Telk Ashlar 
at Chicago, be requested to publish the above. 


CHARLES HAYS, ) 

ORSON HEWITT, [ Committee, 
Jno. T. Duff, Sec'y. JNO. T. DUFF, ) 


• 

Died, at Beloit, Wis., on Tuesday, April 20, Mr. Henry 
Knill, of enlargement of the heart. 

Thus has passed away another upright, useful citizen. The 
loss will be deeply felt by a large and interesting family and 
a numerous circle of friends. 

At a special communication of Morning Star Lodge No 10, 
of Free and Accepted Masons, held at their Hall in the city 
of Beloit, on Thursday morning, April 22nd, 1858, the fol- 
lowing proceedings were had : 

Whereas , It has pleased the Supreme Grand Master of tbe uni- 
verse, whom we know to be too wise to errand too good to be unkind, 
to remove from among us, in the midst of paternal cares and useful- 
ness, our beloved Brother and companion, Henry Knill, whose fidelity 
and integrity have ever been unflinching, and to whom death had no 
terror. Though gone from our midst, our memories will ever have in 
keeping his agreeable and affectionate manner, his kindly admonitions 
and counsels, and we will cherish his name, until, summoned by tbe 
same mandate, we shall be with him in the Grand Lodge above. There- 
fore, 

Resolved , That in the death of Brother Knill the Fraternity has lost 
an upright and worthy member, his wife a kind and tender husband, 
his family a loving and indulgent father — humanity a friend, and the 
community a zealous and good citizen — one who regulated his life by 
the plumb-line of justice, and squared h^s actions by the square of mo- 
rality and virtue. 

Resolved , That we tender to the family and friends of our departed 
Brother, our warmest sympathies ; and had we the ability to draw 
aside the curtain that hides the brighter and better world from our 
view, would point to him with admiration, as he stands arrayed in that 
bright robe which clothes the spirits of the blest in beauty fadeless and 
charming, and say, “ let us meet him there and that we will so en- 
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deavor to practice those purely Masonic virtues, Faith, Hope and 
Charity, that when the summons of death oomes, we may meet it as 
did our Brother — 


“ Like one who wraps the drapery of his conch about him, 
And lies down to pleasant dreams.” 


Resolved , That as a token of heartfelt grief, our Lodge adopt the 
usual symbols of mourning, and ea^h member wear the appropriate 
badge for thirty days. 

Resolved , That the foregoing preamble and resolutions be entered 
upon the record, and a copy of the same transmitted to the widow of 
our deceased Brother, and to the city papers for publication. 

[Copy from the Record.] JAMES COLLINS, Sac. 


SUSPENDED. 


Austin, Mich., March 23, 1858. 
Alltn Weston — Dear Sir and Brother : 

At a Special Communication of Austin Lodge No. 48, of 
Free and Accepted Masons, held at their Hall on the 9th day 
of March, A. L. 5858, John Ritchie, a member of this Lodge, 
was indefinitely suspended from all the rights and benefits of 
Masonry, for unmasonic conduct ; and by the Lodge ordered 
published in The Ashlar. 

Fraternally Yours, B. J. PHILIPPS, Sec. 


EXPELLED. 


Detroit Lodge No. 2, of F. & A. Masons, 1 
Detroit, Mich., May 1, A. L. 5858. ) 

Editor of The Ashlar : 

• I am directed to inform you, that on the 27th day of April, 
A. L. 5858, Bro. Thomas Anderson was expelled by this 
Lodge from all the rights and benefits of Masonry, for gross 
unmasonic conduct. 

Respectfully and Fraternally Yours, W. C. SKIFF, Sec. 


At a regular meeting of Trinity Commandery of Knights 
Templars, held at their Armory, in the city of Manchester, 
and State of New Hampshire, on Thursday, the 25th -day of 
February, A. D. 1858, the following resolution was unani- 
mously adopted : 

Resolved , That for heinous violations of all the virtues of a Man , 
a Mason , and especially of a Sir Knight , Albert P. Colby is hereby 
expelled from this Commandeiy. 
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Erratum. — For the word vanity , in the 7th line from the 
top, page 440 of this number, read variety . 


Webb’s Monitor. — We would call attention to the adver- 
tisement of Applegate & Co., who have just got out a new 
edition of Thomas Smith Webb’s Monitor. We have received 
a copy, and can cheerfully recommend the book so long and 
favorably known among the Craft. The volume before us is 
printed on excellent paper, and the typographical execution, 
we are happy to say, is highly creditable. 


Subscribers who have not paid for The Ashlar, will re- 
member that the year is drawing to a close, and that we need 
money. Will each one send us the amount of his subscrip- 
tion, or hand it to our agent ? 


86P* In our next number, we shall give an account of the 
proceedings of the Grand Commandery of Michigan, which 
.meets on the 1st day of June. 


44 Origin of Freemasonry : A History of the Time when, 
and the Place where, and the Persons with whom the 
Institution of Freemasonry originated, &c.” — This is the 
title of a new little volume issued by Bro. Leon Hyneman, of 
the Mirror and Keystone , and containing one hundred and 
seventy-seven pages. As we have not had time to read it as 
yet, we cannot speak definitely of its merits, but the reputa- 
tion of our distinguished and learned Brother is a sufficient 
guaranty of its value. We will endeavor to speak more 
fully after we have perused the volume. We trust the book 
will meet with a ready sale, and that the efforts of Bro. L. in 
behalf of the Craft will be amply rewarded. 


8®°* We are pleased to learn that Bro. D. S. Leavitt, of 
Grand Rapids, Mich., who has been very dangerously sick, 
is fast recovering. 


* 
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MISOELLANEOUSi 


4®“* Upon the expected death of the King of Spain in 
1759, the Duke of .New Castle, who was then Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, gave orders to his servants that if any messen- 
ger arrived by express, even if it was at midnight, he should 
be instantly introduced to him. Pending this order, a man 
on horseback knocked furiously at the outer gate about three 
o’clock in the morning: he was instantly admitted, and 
brought up to the Duke’s bed chamber. 44 Well, my good 
friend,” says the Duke, (putting on his stockings, and survey- 
ing the man splashed all over with mud from top to toe,) 
44 you must have rode hard !” 44 Most confoundedly ! never 
once slept during the whole journey.” 44 But you’re sure 
he’s dead ?” 44 Oh ! most certainly.” 44 Ah ! poor man, he’s 
got out of a troublesome world at last. Pray when did you 
leave Madrid ?” 44 Madrid !” says the man in amaze I 

44 Lord ! your Grace, I never was there in my life.” 44 And 
where the devil else did you come from ?” 44 Why, from 
Richmond, in Yorkshire, your Grace, and am come express 
to acquaint you of the death of Sam. Dickinson, the Excise- 
man, whose place, you know, your Grace promised me at the 
last election the moment the breath was out of his body.” 


As Swift was fond of scenes in low life, he missed no 
opportunity of being present at them, when they fell in hfs 
way. Once when he was in the country, he received intelli- 
gence that there was to be a beggar’s wedding in the neigh- 
borhood. He was resolved not to miss the opportunity of 
seeing so. curious a ceremony ; and that he might enjoy the 
whole completely, proposed to Dr. Sheridan that he should 
go thither (disguised as a blind fiddler, with a bandage over 
his eyes, and he would attend him as his man to lead him. 
Thus accoutred, they reached the scene of action, where the 
blind fiddler was received with joyful shouts. They had 
plenty of meat and drink, and plied the fiddler and his man 
with more than was agreeable to them. Never was a more 
joyous wedding seen. They sung, they danced, told their 
stories, cracked jokes, Ac., in a vein of humor more enter- 
taining to the two guests, than they probably could have 
found in any other meeting on the like occasion. When thcv 
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were about to depart, they pulled out their leather pouches, 
and rewarded the fiddler very handsomely. The next day 
the Dean ana Doctor walked out in their usual dress, and 
found their companions of the preceding evening scattered 
about in different parts of the road and the neighboring vil- 
lage, all begging their charity in doleful strains, and telling 
dismal stories of their distress. Among these, they found 
some upon crutches, who danced very nimbly at the wedding; 
others stone blind, who were perfectly clear-sighted at the 
feast. The Doctor distributed among them the money which 
he had received as his pay ; but the Dean, who mortally 
hated these sturdy vagrants* rated them soundly ; told them 
in what manner he had been present at the wedding, and 
was let into their roguery, and assured them, if they did not 
immediately apply to honest labor, he would have them taken 
up and sent to jail. Whereupon the lame once more recov- 
ered their legs and the blind their eyes, so as to make a very 
precipitate retreat. 

Soon after Lord Chesterfield came into the privy 
council, a place of great trust happened to become vacant, to 
which the King and the Duke of Dorset recommended two 
very different persons. His Majesty espoused the interest of 
his friend with some heat, and told them he would be 
obeyed ; but not being able to succeed, he left the council 
chamber with great displeasure. As soon as he retired, the 
matter was debated warmly, but at length was carried 
against the King, because if they once gave him his way, he 
would expect it again, and so it would rise to a precedent. 
However, in the humor his Majesty was then in, a question 
arose who would carry the grant of the office for his Majesty 
to sign ? The lot fell upon Lord Chesterfield. His Lord- 
ship expected to find his Majesty in a very unfavorable 
mood ; it happened so ; wherefore he prudently forebore to 
incense him by an abrupt request, and instead of bluntly 
asking him to sign the instrument, very submissively asked 
whose name his Majesty would be pleased to have inserted 
to fill up the blanks? The King answered in a passion, 
“ the deviCs , if you will” “ Very well,” replied his Lord- 
ship, i{ 1 but would your Majesty have the instrument run in 
the usual style, t Our trusty and well beloved cousin and 
councellor V ” The King laughed heartily, and with all the 
good nature in the world set his name to the paper, though 
to promote a person not very acceptable to himself. 
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During Sydney’s stay in Prance, one day hunting 
with the French king, and being mounted on a fine English 
horse, whose form and spirit caught the king’s eye, he 
received a message that he would oblige the king with his 
horse, at his own price. He answered, that he did not 
choose to part with him. The king was determined to have 
no denial, and gave orders to tender him the money or to 
seize the horse ; which being made known to Mr. Sydney, he 
instantly took a pistol and shot him, saying, “ that his horse 
w| born a free creature, and had served a free man, and 
slmld not be mastered by a king of slaves.” 


BSy* The following appeared in the newspapors in the 
early part of the present century : 

An extraordinary phenomenon happened in the river La 
Platte, in South America, in April last. An impetuous wind 
rose, and blew with violence so extreme, that it drove the 
waters of the river ten leagues distant from its banks. All 
the neighboring country was inundated — the bed of the river 
was left dry. This terrible eruption discovered vessels 
which had been lost for thirty years. They found,- among 
others, an English ship which was wrecked in the year 1762. 
Many persons went to the place and walked all about the 
bed of the river with dry feet, and returned loaded with the 
silver and spoils which had been swallowed up in the vessels. 
This phenomenon, which ought to be remarked in the num- 
ber of the grand revolutions of nature, lasted three days, 
at the end of which time the wind ceased, and the waters 
returned with great impetuosity to the natural bed of the 
river. 


ggy* The following remarkable instance of the failure of 
volition is extracted from Dr. Crichton’s Essay on Mental 
Derangement : “ A young lady, an attendant on the Prin- 
cess of , after having been confined to her bed for a 

great length of time with a violent nervous disorder, was at 
last, to all appearance, deprived of life. Her lips were 
quite pale, her face resembled the countenance of a dead 
person, and her body grew cold. She was removed from the 
room in which she died , was laid in a coffin, and the day for 
her funeral was fixed on. The day arrived for her funeral, 
and, according to the custom of the country, funeral songs 
and hymns were sung before the door. Just as the people 
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were about to nail on the lid of the coffin, a kind of perspi- 
ration was observed on the surface of her body. She recov- 
ered. The following is the account she gave of her sensa- 
tions : She said, ‘ it seemed to her as if in a dream, that she 
was really dead ; yet she was perfectly conscious of all that 
happened around her. She distinctly heard her friends 
speaking and lamenting her death at the side of her coffin. 
She felt them pull on the dead clothes and lay her in it. 
This feeling produced a mental anxiety which she could not 
describe. She tried to cry out, but her mind was with-it 
power, and could not act on her body. She had the cH- 
tradictory feeling as if she were in her body and not in it at 
the same time. It was equally impossible for her to stretch 
out her arm or open her eyes, as to cry, although she con- 
tinually endeavored to do so. The internal anguish of her 
mind was at its utmost height when the funeral hymns*began 
to be sung, and when the lid of her coffin was about to be 
nailed on. The thought that she was to be buried alive was 
the first which gave activity to her mind, and enabled it to 
operate on her corporeal frame.’ ” 

HgT* When Doctor Donne, afterwards, Dean of St. Paul’s, 
London, became possessed of the first living he ever had, he 
took a walk into the church-yard, where the sexton was dig- 
ging a grave, and had thrown up a skull. The Doctor took 
it up to contemplate thereon, and found a small sprigg of 
headless nail, sticking in the temple, which he drew out, se- 
cretly, and wrapped it up in the corner of his handkerchief. 
He then demanded of the grave-digger, if he knew whose 
skull that was. He said he did, very well : declaring, it w*as 
a man’s who kept a brandy-shop, an honest, drunken fellow, 
who, one night, having taken two quarts of that comfortable 
creature, was found dead in his bed the next morning. Had 
he a wife ? Yes. What character does she bear ? A very 
good one ; only the neighbors reflect on her because she was 
married the day after her husband was buried ; though to be 
sure, she had no great reason to grieve for him. This was 
enough for the Doctor — who, under pretence of visiting his 
parishioners, called on her. He asked her several questions, 
and, amongst others, what sickness her husband died of ; — 
she giving him the same account he had received, he suddenly 
opened the handkerchief, and cried in an authoritative voice, 
“Woman, do you know this nail!” She was struck with 
horror, at the unexpected demand, and instantly owned the 
murder . — London paper . 
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TO THE MASONIC FBAT ERHITY. 

APPLEGATE & CO., Cincinnati, hare just issued the 

BEST MASONIC BOOK EXTANT: 

WEBB’S 


minion ionitob. 

By THOMAS SMITH WEBB, Past Grand Master, Ac. 

A New Edition, printed on fine paper, with large and clear type, beautifully and symboli- 
cally illustrated, containing all the degrees from Entered Apprentice to Knights of Malta, 
together with a sketch of the Origin of Masonry, Government of the Fraternity, ceremony 
of Opening and Closing the Lodge, with frill directions for Instituting and Installing all 
Masonic bodies ; 

TO WHICH IS ADDED, A HOIITOB OF THE 

Meissf ass achhfwhd biwh, ■ 

Containing ample illustrations of all the grades from 8ecret Master to Sovereign Grand In- 
spector G«dm 1, including the series of eleven grades known as the 

• INEFFABLE DEGREES, 

Arranged according to the work practiced under the jurisdiction of the 

SUPREME COUNCIL OF THE 33 H DEGREE) 

By E. J. CARSON, Sov.-. G.*. Com.-. Ohio G.\ Consistory of P.\ R.-. 8.-. 32d. 

Below are the different styles in which the work is gotten up, with the prices of each attach- 
ed. We will send a copy of either by mail, postage prepaid, on receipt of price. 

1 Yoi. 12mo cloth, gilt side and back, *1.00 

Do. cloth, full gilt side, back and edges, 1.50 

Do. roan embossed, gilt side, baek and marble edge, 1 26 

Do. morocco, gilt side, back and gilt edge, 1 60 

Do. half calf, antique, marble edge, 2.00 

Do. frill calf, antique, gilt edge, 8.00 

Address APPLEGATE & CO., Cincinnati. 


ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD. 

TRAINS LEAVE THE GREAT CENTRAL DEPOT, toot of South Water and Lake street*, 
as follows: 

Peoria, St. Louis, Cincinnati and Cairo Express, at 9 : 00 a. m., Sundays excepted. 

Peoria, St. Louis and Cairo Express, at 8 : 46 p. m., Sundays excepted. 

Connecting at Gilman with Peoria and Oquawka R. R. for Peoria, Galesburg, and towns 
upon main line of I. C. R. R. 

Connecting at Tolona with Great Western R. R. east for Homer, Danville and Lafayette ; 
west for Jacksonville, Springfield and Naplos. 

Connecting at Mattoon with Terre Haute and Alton R. R. east for Terre Haute, Indian- 
apolis and Cincinnati ; west for Alton and St. Louis. 

Connecting at Odin with Ohio and Mississippi R. R. east for Louisville and Cincinnati ; 
west for St. Louis. 

Connecting at St. Louis with Pacific R. R. and steamers for Kansas and Nebraska, and all 
points on the Missouri River. 

Connecting at Cairo with steamers for Memphis, Natchez, Vicksburg and New Orleans, and 
all points on the Mississippi. 

For Galena, Donleith, Dubuque and St. Paul, trains leave via Galena and Chicago Union 
R. R. at 10 : 00 a. m. and 9 : 46 p. m. Connecting at Dunleith with steamers for LaCrosse, 
Winona, Hudson and St. Paul. 

Connecting at Dubuque with Dubuque and Pacific R. R. for Dyersville, Independence and 
Sioux City. 

For Bloomington, LaSalle, Amboy, Dixon and Polo, trains leave via Chicago and Burling- 
ton R. R. at 9 : 46 a. m. and 00 p. m. Connecting at Mendota with Main Line of I. C. R. R. 
fo r abo ve points. 

THROUGH TICKETS for sale at the Michigan Central R. R. Office, comer of Lake and Dear- 
born streets, and at the office of the Pittsburgh, Ft. Wayne and Chicago R. R. comer Dear- 
born and Randolph streets. Also, at the office of the Company In the Central Depot. 

JAS. C. CLARK, Master Trans. 

W. P. JOHNSON, Gen’l Ticket Agent. SILAS BENT, Snp’t Chicago Div’n. 
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MORRISON & CONKLIN, 

DEALERS IN Fm! 

WltTSBlS, Bin U 9 ILBT, BMISBB WORK. 

SILVER SPOONS, FORKS, ETO- 

Particular attention paid to repairing Watches and Jewelry. Masonic and Knight Tem- 
plar Jewels manufactured to order. 

No. 186 JErr^tSON AVENUE, DETROIT. 


P~ R. A -N TTCIirKT &ROVB NURSERY. 

A. R. WHITNEY, 

CULTIVATOR AND DIALER IN 

FRUIT & ORNAMENTAL TREES 

BOSES, DAHLIAS, HEDGE PLANTS, ETC. 

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL. 

FRANKLIN GROVE, - - - - LEE COUNTY, 0L. 


S. GRIGGS Sc OO. 

Manufacturer* & Dealer* At Wholesale A R.UU in 

SOFAS, CHAIRS, BEDSTEADS, BUREAUS, 

Book- Cases, Wardrobes, Tables, 
Painted Chamber Sets, Marble and Rosewood 
Ware, and a large assortment of Hair, Husk, 
Cotton and Spring Mattresses. Also, Hair 
Cloths, Spring Twine, Webbing, Pure Curled 
Hair, Willow Ware, and Looking Glasses, 

At Nos. 163 if 166 Jefferson Avenue, Third 
Door from Woodward , 

Detroit, - - Mich, vtal 


RICHMONDS & BACKUS, 

BOOKSELLERS, 

Staters anh §flflkbiitlrtrs, 

DS8NOYKM’ BLOCK, 

Corner of Jefferson Avenue and Bates 8L 
nearly opposite State Bank, 

Lodges supplied with Records, Monitors, Ac. 

Detroit, ... Mich. i*nS 


EDMUNDS, NORTH A CO. 

Dealer* in mil kind* of Seatoaed 


STARING A KAISER, 

(sUCCKSSOKft or R. P. KINSMAN A CO.) 

Wholbalb and Retail Dealers in 

FOEIIGN k DOMESTIC FANCY HOODS, 

Clocks , Watches , Gold Jewelry, 
Combs, Brushes, Pins, Needles, Hooks and 
Eves, Buttons, Thread, Silk, Twist, Ouns, 
Pistols, Cutlery, Accordeons, Violins, and a 
general assortment of Yankee Notions, 

BTo. 14? Jefferson Avenue, 
Detroit , Mich. 

J. B. STAKING. v2nS A. KAISER. 


MICHIGAN WIRE W0RK8, 

Opposite the Russell House, Woodward Ave- 
nue, Detroit. 

SAMUEL ADAMS, 


MANUFACTURER OF 


PLAIN k ORNAMENTAL WIRE WORK, 

Brass and Iron Wire Cloth, np to No. 70 
Mesh, Screens for Flouring and Fan Mills, 
Sand and Coal Screens, Window Guards, 
Wood and Tin Bird Cages, Fire Fenders, Rid- 
dles, Selves and 8afes, of all kinds, Lever 
Spring Hat Traps, Annealed and Bright Iron 
Wire, Wholesale and Retail. ^ 



BIDING AND CEILING, 


Barn Boards, Shingles, Lath, Ac. 

OFFICE, 237 ATWATER ST. 

Detroit, Mich. tW 


T. A J. HINCHMAN, 

WHOLESALE DEALERS IN 

DRY GROCERIES, 

Drugs, Chemicals, 

Patent Medicines, Paints, Oils, Brushes, Win' 
dow Glass, Glass Ware, Ac., Ac. 

DETROIT. 


NEW YORK HOUSE OF REFRESHMENTS 

Griswold Street* 

Opposite Free Press Office , Detroit. 

The above House has recently been tho- 
roughly renovated and now stands second to 
none in the city. Visitors will find tht* a 
neat and comfortable place wherein to pass 
away & leisure hour and listen to the band of 
music always in attendance. 

Imported Wines, Liquors and Cigars, Oys- 
ters, Ale and Lager Beer. 

Uni A. LAND3BERG, Proprietor. 
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VOL III. CHICAGO AND DETROIT, JULY, 1858. NO. XL 


VISITING BRETHREN. 

There is one pleasant feature about our Institution, which 
none but those who have travelled where they were unknown 
can fully appreciate. The man who has not the talisman of 
the mystic tie, which binds together as a band of Brothers 
the true Masons, is often, when away from home, a stranger 
in a strange land. His character is unknown, and his word 
has little weight. But the member of our Order, wherever 
he may be, among civilized or even among semi-barbarous 
people, finds those who will give him welcome and aid. It 
is indeed a keen pleasure, when travelling in our own country, 
to spend an evening with men before unknown to us, but who 
receive us with a Brother’s greeting and the kindest atten- 

31 — VOL. III. NO. XI. 
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tions ; it is a pleasure to see ceremonies and forms as familiar 
to us as hoqf ehold words, and which cause us to forget that 
we are not, for the time being, among familiar faces. This 
enjoyment every Mason should be able to attain. 

Such is the want of proficiency, too frequently, that many 
who would like to visit Lodges when away from home, dare 
not present themselves for examination. Far more discretion 
does this class have than those who have made but meagre 
proficiency and yet have the hardihood to seek admission at 
the door of a Lodge. It is the imperious duty of every 
Mason to acquire sufficient knowledge to pass a ready exami- 
nation in all the essentials. If he cannot do this, he should 
not be admitted. If the benefits of Masonry arc worth any- 
thing, they are worth the little time and trouble requisite to 
gain a thorough knowledge of the essential portions of the 
lectures and work ; and he who will not acquire this much, 
should be kept without the portals, unless he is fortunate (?) 
enough to have some one to vouch for him. 

Examinations on the essentials cannot be too strict. On 
these the person presenting himself for examination should 
be required to be perfect. W^e fear that there is sometimes 
a proneness not to adhere to the stringent rule necessary for 
the protection of our Institution, and the prevention of impo- 
sition. Every Brother should carefully consider this subject. 


Libertine. — The man who lives without the restraint of 
conscience, licentiously violating the moral law, and paying no 
regard to the precepts of religion, is unworthy to become a 
member of that institution which boasts that its principles are 
intended to make all its members good men and true; and 
hence our Old Charges lay down a rule that “ a Mason ie 
obliged, by his tenure, to obey the moral law ; and if he 
rightly understands the art, he will never be a stupid atheist 
nor an irreligious libertine.” The word u libertine,” in this 
passage is used in its primitive signification of a free-thinker 
N or disbeliever in the truths of religion. — Lexicon. 
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THE PEARL DIVER. 

J. Eastman Johnson. 

Far in the West, where California's bay, 

With limpid waters, laves old Mexic’s shore; 

Where fierce volcanoes 'mid the Andes roar; 

Where Francis Drake, the English pirate, lay; 

Thence Isle of Pearls her glittering baubles brings, 

To gratify the pride of beauty's queens. 

• 

Adown — adown the caverns of the deep, 

The oyster lies, unconscious of his wealth, 

Till, by the Diver's bold and reckless stealth, 

'Tis waked 'mid branching corals from its sleep, 

And to the light of open day reveals 

The pearl — the riches which its shell conceals. 

Adown the deep the Diver sinks apace — 

(Will he behold the Heaven's blue arch once more?) — 
Adown where ocean's grottoes round him pour 
The monsters of the murky, danky place. 

Ah, seel around him now with horrid stare, 

Their eyeballs like phosphoric meteors glare. 

'T is said the dolphin, when she is expiring, 

Will rival well the rainbow's softened hues, 

As boys of Acapulco, if you choose. 

Will prove for five-pence, to your great admiring; 

But, maddened in her cavern home of waters, 

Her teints outvie in sheen the mermaid’s daughters. 

The mermaid coy is filled with fear and wonder, 

At such invasion of her bc<| of pearls, 

And vainly she displays her flowing curls 

And blandishments to save the precious plunder: 

The frightened mermaid secs the Diver flout 
And triumph in his spoil, — the graceless lout 1 

Tfio black-fish, too, is swelling with delight; 

He thinks — this stupid, gross, disgusting fish — 

Thy flesh and bones would make a dainty dish : 

His rows of ready teeth, how purely white ! 

But, Diver, touch him with thy well-ground knifo, 

He ’ll flee apace to save his coward life. 
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Oh ! reckless man, beware of coming ill. 

Hast thou no terror for the sword-fish scorned? 

Or of the sperm-whale wilt thou not be warned ? 

If thou her playful, carious calf shalt kill, 

Then, reckless Diver, thy last pearl is taken; 

No more thy loved ones to thy song shall waken. 

The sperm-whale’s wrath, ’tis like the lightning’s flash; 
Her spouting tells you of Niagara’s spray ; 

But when her calf a prize is borne away, 

She will, in frenzied rage, to atoms dash 
The boats and gear and men, and on the water 
Lies one commingled mass of reddened slaughter. 

The Essex staunch, her crew to fear a stranger, 

Thus chafed a sperm-whale in her own domain : 

The Essex ne’er will rouse her ire again. 

The whale, so seamen say, her own avenger. 

Head on, in fury, stove the Essex’ side : 

The Essex lies below Pacific’s tide. 

Alas, poor Diver, thou ait but a slave, 

Thy guerdon mean, as slave’s must ever be, 

And still the waters of that crystal sea, 

For others’ wealth, thy limbs do ever lave, 

While pearls you fish up from its briny deep, 

On the unconscious breast of beauty sleep. 

The booming knell sweeps Sinaloa’s shore, 

The last poor Diver sleeps in ocean’s bed, 

While placid waves roll gently o’er his head, 

The pearl and coral’s boast forevermore. 

The sea-dog’s whelps hold revel round the spot 
Where erst the Diver toiled — to be forgot. 

Forgot — by all save Aztec’s maidens. They, 

As summer twilight fades iu night away. 

Oft to the margin of the sea repair, 

And, meekly kneeling with their Padre therp, 

The Yirgin’s help, the Diver’s soul to save 
From further purgatorial fires, they crave. 

Her worshiped image and her hallowed shrine 
With pearls refulgent, did he not entwine ? 

The while — responsive to the theme — to them 
The murmuring sea-shells chaunt his requiem. 
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MASONIC ADVANCEMENT. 

Vfl C. ft. o. 

The rapid strides with which the cause of Masonry has 
advanced within the last quarter of a century speak most sig- 
nificantly of the powerful influence the Institution is exerting 
upon society, and are to a degree prophetic of its potency, 
under benign auspices, for performing an incalculable work 
of good to generations yet distant in the vista of coming 
years. 

In almost every State of the Union we hear that Free Ma- 
sonry is annually bringing multitudes under the ample folds 
of her banner of universal brotherhood. We discover that a 
season of prosperity quite unprecedented in the history of 
this most ancient and honorable of human institutions, is at 
hand. New Lodges are ushered into being with almost the 
celerity of magic. We find ourselves in the midst of an 
epoch of unalloyed prosperity, giddy with a gloze infatua- 
tion, heeding no admonitory voice, but onward we glide with 
a mighty and impetuous speed. 

The “ old heads ” predict and nod, in vague apprehension 
that although every precinct of our country is detonating 
with a lively exultation at the gratifying aspect of things, 
still, in this strong enthusiasm to spread the extent and aug- 
ment the numerical power of Masonry, there has been left a 
work undone, which, unless speedily repaired and rigidly and 
vigilantly executed in future, will, in the blindness that must 
ensue, bring this time-honored fabric in crumbling fragments 
to its base. 

But, says one, we see no foundation for such grave prognos- 
tics. There is now no boisterous tumult, no visible sign of the 
disruption of this our favored Institution ; but, on the contrary, 
are we not surrounded with every concomitant of success ? 
The fears we hoar expressed are certainly but the vaga- 
ries of fogyism, or the vain hallucinations of a demented 
intellect. 

Let those who take this trivial idea of the matter contem- 
plate the miscellaneous accessions which daily swell our ranks, 
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and see if there is not some ground for apprehension, and if 
there is no appositeness in such queries, as, are these all good 
men ? — are they all worthy of the solemn trusts reposed in 
them ? — are they all possessed of those intrinsically good 
qualities of heart which are so inseparable from their becom- 
ing Masons of the pure stamp ? — would we be pleased to 
take them by the hand as brothers, welcome them to our social 
firesides, and have them with us ministering to our feeble 
wants at the couch of sickness, “ when our dissolution draws 
nigh ” ? — or have these solemn and imperative considerations 
been lost sight of in the all-absorbing passion to acquire 
numbers? And have we not too frequently accepted the 
specious and deceptive outward appearances of affluence, for- 
getful of the priceless internal worthiness of the true man? 
Alas, the many discreditable, not to say really pernicious, 
characters — who have invidiously stolen past our unwary sen- 
tinels into the fold, and are pointed at triumphantly by the 
enemies of our Institution, as “ specimens ” of the exalted 
tendency of Masonry — answer these questions but too perti- 
nently. 

Let us not, however, vainly presuppose these abuses attrib- 
utable to the delinquencies of our neighbors alone, nor idly 
wrap ourselves up in the garments of our own rectitude, con- 
tented that we arc very good, and that “ down East,” or 
“ out West,” they are very bad fellows, and highly censura- 
ble. “ Render unto every man his just due, without dis- 
tinction,” and take a diagnosis of the occasional impolitic 
management of Lodge affairs in our own exemplary city, and 
sec if a reformation is not wanted here. 

The frequent complaints we hear of anti-Masonic conduct — 
Brother forgetting the duties and obligations he owes his 
Brother; the dissensions and strife which not infrequently 
divert the workings of fraternal feelings from their peaceful 
and harmonious channels — speak to us in language that cannot 
easily be misunderstood. 

There is another matter in this connection to which we 
might prudently refer, and that is the highly improper de- 
meanor frequently exhibited before the world at large. Un- 
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der this caption a volume might be written, but we will let a 
simple allusion here suffice. 

There are men, and we blush to own it, guilty of the worst 
vices, who are, by their loud babbling, or the wearing of some 
well-known emblem upon their shirt-bosom, taken for Masons, 
their conduct criticized, and reproach brought upon our Insti- 
tution. Now, to successfully triumph over these insidious 
obstacles, we need have recourse to very simple means. Let 
our investigating committees — the detective police of the 
Institution — exercise a more resolute inquiry and discrimi- 
nation in selecting, from among a promiscuous population, 
those whom we are to receive with us into the sacred bonds 
of fraternal brotherhood. Reject all who have not intelli- 
gence, morality and humane hearts, and receive such only as 
manifest their willingness and desire to cooperate with us 
in the great cause of philanthropy and love which Masonry 
acknowledges the corner-stone of her stately superstructure. 
Let all our Lodges consider this matter in the serious light 
that it should be ; view with solemnity the baneful consequen- 
ces of being derelict in investigating the character and ante- 
cedents of those who seek to know our mysteries. Be sure 
you know them, and be not deceived by appearances. A 
plausible exterior may conceal the most scientific knave. 

There is another point that has a bearing upon this subject: 
that is, the extravagance of Lodges — a vain, suicidal love of 
pomp and show. The injury done here, direct and indirect, 
is not easily calculated. In the first place, a new Lodge 
starts, and is at once emulous of rivaling in internal grandeur 
the oldest and wealthiest in the State. They draw immense 
designs, neglectful of utility , and forgetful of their ability . 
They put upon themselves unheard-of expense, with no 
perceptible means of meeting and defraying it, but by a course 
of initiations by the wholesale, (a happy expedient ! so far as 
the money goes,) and in a short time, they have a congrega- 
tion of riff raff that would have been black-balled in pande- 
monium and sent to a lower depth! To sum the matter up, 
they save themselves from the auctioneer’s hammer, preserve 
their Lodge tawdry, and plunge headlong into the vortex of 
moral bankruptcy. 
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MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE — QUERIES AND 
REPLIES. 


Bro. Weston: — Will you answer me one question, in the next 
number of The Ashlar ? When a candidate has been balloted for 
and elected to receive the first degree in Masonry, can the ballot be re- 
considered at a next communication ? 

Ans. The ballot cannot be re-considered. If the candi- 
date is elected without fraud, there is an end of the matter, 
as far as the petition is concerned. It is the duty of the 
Master, however, not to confer the degree, on sufficient ob- 
jection being made. 

Bro. Weston : — Please answer : Is it Masonic to spread the bal- 
lot twice if there is a black ball ? After inquiry, it was found that the 
Tyler cast the black ball ; the Brethren went out and talked to him. 
He gave his reasons, which they said were false charges. He said he 
had other reasons. The W. M. refused to declare the ballot, and laid 
it over. In the meantime Brethren go to the Tyler and talk to him. 
He does not attend the next meeting. The candidate is elected and 
initiated. Is it Masonic? 

Ans. When but one black ball appears, it is customary 
and proper to spread the ballot a second time, not to re-con - 
sider it , but to ascertain, beyond a doubt, that there was no 
mistake made in taking the first ballot. In the case presented 
by our correspondent, the proceedings appear to have been 
irregular. The Tyler had a right to cast his ballot as he 
saw fit, without being questioned by the Brethren, and it was 
unmasonic to ask his reasons for his action. The ballot 
should have been taken and declared without being laid over. 


Justice. — One of the four cardinal virtues, the practice of 
which is inculcated in the first degree. The Mason who 
remembers how emphatically he has been charged to preserve 
an upright position in all his dealings with mankind, should 
never fail to act justly to himself, to his brethren, and to the 
world. This is the corner stone on which alone he can expect 
“ to erect a superstructure alike honorable to himself and to 
the fraternity.” — Lexicon . 
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FAMILIAR COMMENTS ON ARCHITECTURE. 

NO. XI. 


We now arrive at a period in the history of Architecture, 
where the lover of art may well take a stand and reflect care- 
fully upon the rise, progress and development of every indi- 
vidual style that had before existed, tracing the aims of the 
authors and their success — the advance or retrogression of 
each style during its lifetime, and, after careful investigation 
of the claims and merits of each in order as they appeared, 
ask himself the question, is any one of them adapted to the 
sacred or domestic wants of a Christian people ? — have they, 
in their design or conception, an influence over human minds, 
to aid in exalting our aspirations or inspiring us with a rev- 
erential awe, such as should invest the true believer when 
treading the threshold of sacred places? — have they not 
each had their origin in various necessities which do not 
exist among a Christian people ? — and are they not accessories 
to the cause for which they were reared ? The temple of the 
• heathen gods of Greece is as much an expression of heathen- 
ism now, if rightly executed, as it was in the palmiest days 
of Grecian art. The light cannot be made to penetrate 
through the solid, unbroken wall of a Grecian temple, without 
destroying the very principle of its design, and all the per- 
fection reached by that wonderful people is blotted out by 
the simple introduction of side windows in their edifices. In 
short, in this, as in all other cases, the architecture of the 
country was adapted to the habits and education of the peo- 
ple, governed by religion, custom, climate, &c., and their 
examples cannot be duplicated in other countries and degrees 
of latitude, and made to retain the same effect and character, 
even if the same material is used. 

From the stand-point at the period before mentioned, it is 
not surprising, in reviewing the succeeding style, that we 
find a new and totally different organization, a system inau- 
gurated upon principles absolutely opposed to everything 
which had preceded it, and from the massive grandeur ex- 
pressed in the Egyptian, Hindoo and Grecian styles, we find 
a change to the light, lofty and aerial conception of the Gothic 
minster, breathing a spirit of joy and hope, as its upward and 
ever heavenward tendency raises and reanimates everything 
within its influence. It is peculiarly the conception of a 
Christian people ; one of the great results achieved from the 
teaching of that parent of art — necessity. Christianity can- 
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not live where there is not light. The crushing influence 
and overpowering reserve of the heathen temple is no place 
for the votaries of the living God, whose very expression 
must be the embodiment of light, and whose earthly taber- 
nacle must be worthy the service of the Deity — must tend to 
exalt and rekindle our spirits, and, by ever pointing upward, 
signify the tendencies of the true believer’s faith. 

The definition “ pointed,” as applied to this style, is pecu- 
liarly applicable. The term “ Gothic ” is in one sense a mis- 
nomer, as it had not its origin from the Goths. Still it is the 
usually accepted term, and will in all probability be the name 
of the style for all future time, although such a name applied 
to the only true principle of Christian architecture which the 
world has yet seen, is certainly an anomaly. 

The characteristics of Gothic art are the carrying out of 
the vertical principle in its lines and leading details ; the bold 
and fearless exposure of its constructive principles, and the 
use made of them as decorative features. Everything here 
is exposed, and its application accounted for — no screen, no 
needless secondary work, to conceal the constructive members 
of an edifice. Of its principal details may be mentioned the 
pointed arch, the clustered column, the high pitched, open 
roof, the pointed, arched vaulting, the peculiar forms of the 
mouldings, &c. 

The origin of the pointed arch has long been a matter of 
speculation among antiquarians and archaeologists, and has 
been attributed to various causes, as, for instance, to the in- 
tersection of the arches in the ornamental arcades of the Nor- 
man style, a desire for change from the circular form which 
preceded it, and other equally ill-judged conclusions. It can- 
not have been that its introduction and common use were the 
result of such causes or accidents. We look upon the pointed 
arch as almost the essence of the style, and question within 
ourselves what it could possibly have arrived at without it. 
We know that the whole life and perfection of it have been, 
to a great extent, dependent upon this pointed and vertical 
principle, and no mere chance or accident could have suggest- 
ed its use or adoption. It is in fact a part of the spirit of 
the style, and is as inseparable from it as breath from animal 
life. We can conceive of no other form which can bo substi- 
tuted for it, and the purity of the style still retained. Each 
successive era in the lifetime of Gothic architecture may be 
followed, from the original simple germ, the result of great 
necessity, when perhaps its authors saw faintly foreshadowed 
the ultimate triumphs of their conceptions, up to its manhood 
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of perfection and inimitable execution and effect, down to the 
later debased forms when the luxury of the riches of art had 
begotten a weakness — we say, all this can be traced by the 
gradations in the form of the arch, commencing in the early 
English, when the centres from which it is struck are outside 
the opening, and the arch sharply pointed. From this period 
the arch gradually flattens, until at the highest style of art it 
became equilateral, having the centre upon the springing 
points, and descending into a debased taste as the centre 
came within the arch — the four-centred arch used, and, this 
feature gradually becoming more depressed, dying away from 
the vertical tendency it had been so instrumental in origina- 
ting. To the architect, therefore, the arch in the Gothic 
style is a great and speakingly distinct expression in the his- 
tory of this art, and is looked upon as the best and most reli- 
able chronology whereby the successive eras in its existence 
may be timed, and the state of advancement in the knowl- 
edge of the arts and sciences thereby determined. * 

The clustered column, although to some extent adopted in 
the Romanesque, nevertheless is nowhere else found so 
legitimately applied and developed. In all other styles it is 
so peculiarly an independent member, receiving no aid from 
any other to give it force of character, but, as in the Grecian 
and Roman orders, standing alone, dependent upon no other 
resource but its own beautiful and gradually tapering propor- 
tion to impress us with the majesty of simplicity. In this 
respect it receives more than its meed of observation and 
praise, and is so difficult of any other than simple^reatment, 
that to the uninitiated it would seem impossible within the 
limits of pure taste to use and treat it as an adjunct or con- 
necting part of a mass, and thereby destroy its individuality. 
But in the Gothic style it is so treated, and with most admi- 
rable effect. The grouping of several reeds into one shaft, 
or the channeling out of a shaft into sharply defined mould- 
ings, is legitimately a part of the vertical principle, which 
does not, as the flutings in other styles, stop at the capital 
and separate the column as a member from the mass which it 
supports, but it is carried up the soffit of the arch to the ver- 
tex, and, where the ornamental capital is used, it does not 
break the continuity of effect, but merely marks, at the 
springing line, the point where the arch commences. It is 
this union of column and arch, this continuation of the verti- 
cal principle and expression, which constitutes the success of 
the lover of Gothic art in the treatment of this member. 

The open-framed roof was to some extent used in the 
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Romanesque, but it was left to the Gothic to develop it in its 
full effect and truly mathematical construction. In the Ro- 
manesque the pitch of the roof was flat in comparison with 
the Gothic, and where the framing was exposed, no attempt 
was made at any unusual style of finish. It became, in the 
Gothic, a very prominent and ornamental feature in the inte- 
rior of the building, during the early periods of its existence 
and before groining was so extensively used. Some exist- 
ing specimens are surpassingly beautiful, and exhibit in their 
designers a thorough acquaintance with the highest principles 
of mathematical construction and engineering. Taken only 
as examples of scientific combination and ornamental wood- 
work, apart from their intrinsic constructive merits, they are 
unequaled by any similar modern works of art. Of these 
examples there may be instanced the roofs of Westminster 
Hall and the Hall of Eltham Palace, from many which exist 
among public, ecclesiastical and private buildings in England. 

Examples of vaulted and groined roofs are numerous, both 
in England and on the continent, and no description can pos- 
sibly do justice to the beauties and merits of these ornate and 
wonderful compositions. By some it is averred that this style 
of roofing is a copy from the ornamental avenues of large 
trees so commonly seen on old estates abroad, whose over- 
hanging branches have been carefully trained and interlaced 
into each other from each side over the space which they cover, 
and that the idea emanated from the Druids, who performed 
all their sacred rites in the forests, and who becoming chris- 
tianized still longed to retain, in th,eir new structures, the 
expression of the verdant forest temple. The trunks of the 
trees are compared to the shafts ; the arching branches, span- 
ning over the intermediate space and intertwining with each 
other, to the branching ribs on the angles and faces of the 
vaults and groins; the clustered and pendent foliage, to the 
carved bosses and pendants, all of which are foliated : and 
the similitude appears to be very complete and very pretty, 
but has not a foundation in fact to support it. The Druids 
had ceased to exist before the first conception of Gothic 
architecture ; and, it must be borne in mind that this form of 
Gothic art was not the first or second development of the 
style, but was ultimately arrived at after the previous neces- 
sary gradations had been passed through. Besides, where is 
the mind fertile enough to adopt a comparison between Stone- 
henge and Peterborough or Gloucester cathedrals ? 

The mouldings of the Gothic style are very important fea- 
tures in a building, and are always auxiliaries in carrying out 
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its characteristics. With the exception of the labels over the 
door and window openings, and the string courses, it is an 
invariable rule that Gothic mouldings do not project beyond 
the main surfaces, but are formed by channeling in and groov- 
ing, forming vertical lines of deep shadow, up which the eye 
readily traverses until it reaches the vertex' of the arch, and 
is again carried down on the opposite side. The mouldings 
of -the labels are always so formed as to cast off the water 
that may run down the wall, turning it aside from the door 
and window openings ; and the same principle is studiously 
carried out in the projecting drips on the haunches of but- 
tresses, and in the string courses. The forms of the mould- 
ings are also very beautiful, and applicable to any position 
where they are found — light and shade being studied in the 
most minute details and particulars, and the varied effect pro- 
duced adds a charm to the whole which rivets the beholder’s 
gaze ; and in his admiration of its many and ever increasing 
number of beauties, no mind, capable of grasping at or com- 
prehending so sublime a composition as a pure Gothic exam- 
ple, can stop short in his praise of expressing his conviction 
that he feels it to be the highest emanation of the human 
intellect. • Architect. 


LAYING THE CORNER STONE OF THE NEW CUS- 
TOM HOUSE AND POST OFFICE IN DETROIT. 


The national government is now erecting, in Detroit, 
Michigan, a magnificent structure, which is designed for a 
post office and custom house. The work is under the direc- 
tion of the well-known architect, Bro. A. H. Jordan,* who 
stands among the first in his profession. 

The corner stone of the new edifice was laid, with Masonic 
ceremonies, on the 18th day of May last, by M. W. Wm. M. 
Fenton, Grand Master, assisted by the grand officers. The 
gathering was very large ; a procession was formed at the 
Masonic Hall, which marched through the principal streets 
to the place of the ceremonies. The Mayor and Common 
Council of the city, and many ether public officers, were 
present. The ceremonies were solemn and impressive. 

• Bro. Jordan is Senior Warden of Ashlar Lodge No. 91, and Captain of the Host of Penin- 
sular Chapter No. 16. 
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The following articles were deposited under the stone: 
copies of The Ashlar ; the coins of the United States, in gold, 
silver and copper, from one cent to one dollar ; an Egyptian 
coin of the time of Anthony and Cleopatra, presented by Robt. 
H. Brown, Esq.; Detroit Directory, 1858 ; Michigan Session 
Laws, 1858 ; New City Charter of Detroit ; “ Sketches of 
Detroit ; ” Memorial of Van Dyke ; Reports of the Board -of 
Water Commissioners of Detroit, for five years ; Report of 
Detroit Young Men’s Society, 1858 ; Royal Arch Chapter 
Proceedings, 1858 ; Masonic Grand Lodge Proceedings, 
1858 ; Statistics of Detroit Tra<Je and Commerce, by M. 
D. Hamilton, Esq. ; Common Council Proceedings, 1857 ; 
daily and weekly papers of Detroit ; Charter of the Lafay- 
ette Benevolent Society; Charter, By-Laws and Scale of 
Prices of the Detroit Typographical Union ; Charter and By- 
Laws of the Fire Department of Detroit ; Parchment Record 
of the building, and ceremonies of laying the corner stone. 

The chief feature of the occasion was a beautiful and ex- 
cellently well-written address delivered by Bro. J. Adams 
Allen,. M. D., of Kalamazoo, Deputy Grand Master of the 
State. We regret that our space will not permit us to give 
it entire. We make the following extracts : 

“ In the living body of man there is a wonderful system of 
delicate fibres, which, raying out from central parts, permeate 
every part of the frame. Mazy enough are those fibres — 
bound up in tiny bundles, or separating into filaments, undis- 
coverable except by the microscope; here, woven into a 
seemingly inextricable web, and there lost utterly in surround- 
ing structures. Insignificant enough they seem in their 
minuteness and obscurity, and even to accurate students, they 
are seen to create nothing — of themselves they add nothing 
to the forces of the animal system. But destroy one of these 
little bundles, and the part which it supplies, although it may 
still live, has no longer the characteristics of animal life. 
From thenceforth -it is but an inanimate vegetable existence ; 
the arm, or the limb, or the organ of sensation, responds no 
more to the will of the living sense. These are the con- 
ducting fibres, the postal system of our own bodies ; they bind 
the otherwise independent, or, it may bo, even discordant 
parts, in an inimitably harmonious whole. Without them, the 
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mind itself would still exist ; the reason and understanding 
might still remain perfect ; even the nutrition of the mass of 
the body might still go on, but life would only be chained to 
a corpse. 

And thus, without a postal system in this vast country, 
though in each section there might remain intelligence and 
thought, science and art, yet the whole would be essentially 
paralyzed, for the progress of the race is secured only in small 
part by individuals, but rather by the combined and concen- 
trated efforts of all thinking minds, which this system can 
alone effectually secure. 

A hundred years or more ago, and ideas, even events, were 
scarcely to be generally known, until the actors had passed 
from the stage of life. Our ancestors could read but little of 
history, which came within fifty years of their own time. As 
the outgoing earth-light beam can meet the coming light of a 
distant star a thousand years before that ray itself will reach 
the earth, so this system enables us to meet and study the 
events of a few days past, as some centuries ago could only 
be done after the lapse of scores and scores of years. Thus 
we literally annihilate, in so far, the distinction between pres- 
ent and future time. There is no necessity for a Rip Van 
Winkle sleep, to bury years of time, so that we may wake up 
and see what posterity say of us and our works. By the aid 
of the press and postal route, without which the press would 
be comparatively powerless, we become, in this respect, the 
observing and criticising posterity of our own time ! Think 
of this power, and ponder it well. Time and space are but 
modes of human thought, and lo ! the genius of the age is 
destroying all our scientific definitions of them. 

And what shall we say of that other freight which disem- 
barks to us from the Post Office hatchway ? Not this history 
of national wars or diplomacy, of Senatorial debates or Con- 
gressional broils ; not of moving accidents by sea, or flood, or 
flame ; not the rich treasures of science'and learning, eloquence 
and poetry — but the richer, costlier and rarer burden of 
human affections, hopes, joys, fears, happiness, sorrows and 
exultations, which ever cluster around domestic life. Here is 
a letter from the brave son, who, far away upon the sea, con- 
tending with storm and wave, sends greetings homeward ; 
and here from another, whom disease and death have marked 
for their own, now vainly seeking life in the sunny South, 
fanned by the perfumed breezes of the tropics; and here 
from the father, who, upon the distant border, is planting a 
home for the loved ones of his heart ; and here another which 
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brings a blush and a smile both to the face and the heart of 
the fair receiver, and the contents of which it will not do for 
ns to suggest, although the most of us can dimly surmise. 
And thus — and thus! All this is not mere word-painting, 
nor useless. To the profound statesman these things are 
matters of pervading interest, and must receive serious at- 
tention.” 

*#**###***#•* 

“ Let him who complains of the law’s delays, and the 4 law's 
uncertainties,’ look a little into the past, and consider upon 
* the trial by battle,’ and the law of the stronger arm, which 
once, and for ages, settled all disputes. When titles to estates 
were written in blood, and swords and gunshots were the 
brief, emphatically brief, arguments relied upon. 

A good rule enough, perhaps, when there is no other, but 
another than that is to be spoken without voice by these solid 
stones. No mail-clad warrior shall toss his sword into the 
judicial balance, neither shall a queasy sentimentalism allow 
the weight of falling tears to disturb its nice adjustment. The 
4 perfection of human reason’ will here be applied to the facts, 
and from the chaos of conflicting statements, the cool, clear 
mind of the accomplished jurist shall evoke light and order. 

If we but think of it a moment, this is a wonderful change 
from ideas the world has known, and, alas, still knows, in 
many less favored lands. 

Here we shall see, as we have seen, a single individual, 
with a word and the dash of a pen, transfer immense estates 
and Croesus-wealth from the possession of one party to 
another. A prison receives this one, whilst the other goes 
out from the tribunal without the smell of the fire of justice 
upon his garments — and all at the word of this one person 
sitting alone and unarmed by any physical instrument of 
power. Strong men bow in silence and submission at the 
requirement — before the simple mandate of one who bends 
beneath the snows of more than three-score winters — although 
the accumulations of long years of patient toil, and anxious 
thought are swept away in a moment, leaving not a wreck 
behind. They turn away, perhaps, deeply sorrowing, but 
well they know it were vain to resist — sooner attempt to 
control the ocean wave. 

Behind and around that single unarmed man are seen, as 
it was given to the prophet’s servant in olden time to see, an 
army more magnificent and mighty than any which the despot 
of any age could command to his bidding. For the time, 
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that solitary man is the embodiment of the national power, 
not only of arms, but of that public intelligence and moral 
sense before which armies and cannon are as easily dispersed 
as morning shadows by the rising sun. That is an idea which 
our times only can fully appreciate. 

And here we believe it permissible, with the nicest Bense 
of the proprieties of the occasion, to say one word of him* 
who for many years has gracefully and with easy dignity 
worn the honors of this high position in our midst. Associ- 
ated by his age and acquirement with those whom history has 
already embalmed in the transparent amber of memory, and 
the recollection of whose high worth and eminent services to 
their country and their time, will go down to the latest coming 
* ages — it is eminently fitting that he, their surviving peer, 
still lingering among men of another generation, should 
receive the just meed of long, faithful and meritorious service. 
We will not wait to weave a chaplet to hang upon his tomb, 
but will crown him whilst living with the worthily won and 
richly deserved laurel. 

By learning and experience, by the generous gifts of nature, 
and the abundant labor of study, he has become 

1 Deep, comprehensive, clear, exact and elegant 

whilst a life of spotless integrity, ennobled by the practice of 
every virtue which adorns and elevates the human character, 
combined with the graces of the Christian gentleman, take 
captive all hearts and circle him with the love, reverence and 
honor of all who hear and know him. 

1 Serus in coelum rcdcat 1 * 

May the young men of Michigan long have the benefit of 
his pure example, and when that venerable figure is seen no 
more upon our streets, and that voice is heard no more from 
the judicial station, may the day of his life pass without a 
physical pang through that twilight of death, which to him, 
we are assured, will prove but the morning beams of a brighter 
and glorious day ! ” 


Bgf**“Do good unto all,” is one of the chief maxims of 
Masonry. Brother, do you remember this when abroad in 
the world ? If not, then you fail to live up to the teachings 
of our Order. 


* Hon. Ross Wilxiks, Judge of the United States District Court. 

32 — VOL. in. NO. XI. 
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GRAND COMMANDER! OF MICHIGAN. 

The Grand Oommandery of Knights Templars of the State 
of Michigan mej in Detroit, on Tuesday, the first day of 
June last, at 6 o’clock, P. M. Sir Kt. John Gilbert, Jr., 
presided. After the Commandery was opened, he read an 
address, and appointed the standing Committees on Creden- 
tials, on Charters and Dispensations, and on Grievances. 
The Committee on Credentials reported, forthwith, that rep- 
resentatives from the following Commanderies were entitled 
to seats : Detroit, Pontiac, Hillsdale, Monroe and Do Molay 
(at Grand Rapids). This comprised all the Commanderies 
acting under charters, except Peninsular No. 4, at Kalamazoo. 
Immediately after the Committee on Credentials reported, 
the Committee on Charters and Dispensations reported in 
favor of granting charters to two new Commanderies, one at 
St. Clair and one at Romeo, which had been acting under 
dispensations. The report was adopted, and the representa- 
tives of the new Commanderies were admitted as members of 
the Grand Body, with the right to speak and vote. 

The Commandery then proceeded to the election of officers, 
with the following result : 

Sir Kt. N. P. Jacobs, Detroit, Grand Commander. 


44 Wm. P. Innis, 

Grand Rapids, 

Deputy Gr. Com. 

1 4 Francis Darrow, 

Pontiac, 

Gr. Generalissimo. 

44 T. A. Flower, 

c« 

44 Captain General. 

44 Bev. D. C. Jacokxs, 

Trenton, 

44 Prelate. 

44 L. R. Atwater, 

Grand Rapids, 

44 Senior Warden. 

44 John Clark, 

St. Clair, 

44 Junior Warden. 

44 Wm. Barclay, 

Detroit, 

44 Treasurer. 

44 G. W. Wilson, 

Lyons, 

44 Recorder. 

44 A. B. Ayres, 

Romeo, 

44 Standard Bearer. 

44 A. C. Baldwin, 

Pontiac, 

44 Sword Bearer. 

44 H. M. Case, 

Romeo, 

44 Warden. 

44 Bela Cogswell, 

Austin, 

44 Instructor. 

44 C. D. Howard, 

Detroit, 

44 Capt. of Guard. 


Sir Kt. Jacobs was then installed as G. C, 
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A vote was passed, appropriating money for the purchase 
of a jewel for Sir Knight Gilbert, and thanking him for his 
services as G. C. 

Peninsular Commandery, at Kalamazoo, holds its charter 
from the General Grand Encampment of the United States ; 
it has not, as it claims, given up its allegiance to that body. 
It contends that it has the right to remain as it is, and work 
under its present charter. Its principal officers were present, 
with discretionary power, as we understand, but did not see 
fit to place their Commandery under the jurisdiction of the 
Grand Body of Michigan. 

APPEAL OP SIB KNIGHTS ROBERTS, ENSWORTH AND WESTON. 

One of the most important matters which it was well known 
that the Grand Commandery would be called to act upon, 
was the appeal of Sir Knights Roberts, Ensworth and Weston, 
who were expelled by Detroit Commandery , because they 
were members of Peninsular Chapter which was chartered 
by the Grand Chapter of Michigan. The appeal was referred, 
as a matter of course, to the Committee on Grievances. 
This Committee, appointed by the Grand Commander, Sir 
Knight John Gilbert, Jr., was composed of the following 
members : 

Sir Knight Francis Darrow, of Pontiac Commandery. 

“ • “ N. P. Jacobs, “ Detroit “ 

“ “ Wm. Barclay, , “ “ “ 

This Committee, after Sir Knight Jacobs was elected and 
installed, was changed, and, in the place of Sir Knights 
Jacobs and Barclay, Sir Knights Innis, of Grand Rapids, and 
Eldridge, of Mount Clemens, were appointed. The expelled 
Sir Knights appeared before the Committee, who, after a 
short hearing, reported that the defendants be permitted to ap- 
pear before the Grand Body, and make their defence. This 
report was adopted, and the case was made the special order 
for Wednesday evening, at 7 o’clock. The defendants then 
appeared. Objection was made to proceeding, on the ground 
that the case was not properly before the Grand Body. A 
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notice of appeal was given at the time of expulsion, and that 
fact appeared on the records of Detroit Commandery. A 
written appeal had been given to Sir Knight Gilbert, the Grand 
Commander, — the Grand Recorder, Thos. Anderson, having 
run away, and been expelled from the Order. The defendants 
thought, and still think, their appeal was properly placed 
before the Grand Commandery, and they give no credit to 
the representatives of Detroit Commandery in objecting to 
the hearing of their case, and then saying, as they did, that 
they “ waived irregularity” After the action of Detroit 
Commandery, in expelling the Sir Knights, had been discussed 
about two hours, a motion was made to lay the matter over 
till the next annual meeting, and was carried. The case, 
therefore, lies over one year, till the next session. 

It is a matter of regret that a decision was not given on 
the merits of the question. The matter is as well understood 
now as it will be a year hence, and we looked upon it as the 
duty of the Grand Body to take the responsibility and decide 
the matter. 

A committee was appointed to examine into the condition 
of Peninsular Commandery, at Kalamazoo, and report to the 
Grand Commander. * 

The session closed on Thursday noon. 


COUNT CAGLIOSTRO, THE IMPOSTOR. 

Extract from the Revelations of a Square. 

“ During Capt. Smith’s Mastership,” the Square continued, 
“ the celebrated Masonic impostor, Balsamo, or, as he styled 
himself, Count Cagliostro, flourished. He had already atr 
tempted to make London the scene of his charlataneries, but 
without success. His revelations respecting the Egyptian 
Masonry, which you will not forget was Androgyne, were 
discredited, and he was obliged to return to the place from 
whence he came. On the continent he was more successful, 
and found many credulous and munificent patrons. His pre- 


Digitized by 


Google 



THE ASHLAR. 


501 


tensions, however, becoming at length suspected, he resolved 
once more to try his fortune in the English metropolis ; and 
he inserted a public circular in the i Morning Herald,’ dated 
Nov. 1, 1786, in which he proposed to introduce into England 
his new system of Masonry, and invited the Craft to meet him 
for that purpose. It was thus expressed : — 

“ 4 To all true Masons . In the name Jehovah. The time 
is at length arrived for the construction of the New Temple 
of Jerusalem. The advertiser invites all true Masons to 
meet him on the 3rd instant, at nine o’clock, at Reilly’s Tav- 
ern, Great Queen Street, to form a plan for levelling the 
foot-stone of the true and only Temple in the visible world.’ 

“ It so happened,” said the Square, “ that our Lodge met 
on the evening. of the day when the above advertisement was 
inserted ; and it was publicly read by the R. W. M., who ob- 
served that the matter was warmly taken up by all the Breth- 
ren with whom he had conversed ; and after some deliberation, 
it was finally agreed that a deputation should be appointed to 
meet him at the time and place indicated, which would con- 
sist of all the leading Members of the Lodge, and it was ex- 
pected that many other Brethren would be present, which 
proved to be the case. 

“ Cagliostro was a man of good address and of unbounded 
assurance. He exhibited all the cunning he was master of, 
propounded his plan in a flourishing speech, boasted of his 
knowledge of the hermetic science, the philosopher’s stone, 
and elixir of life ; referred to the Czarina and the Grand 
Sultan as his most eminent patrons ; extolled his researches 
into futurity, through the medium of animal magnetism ; and 
exhibited a variety of legerdemain tricks in proof of the 
extraordinary powers conferred by his system of Masonry, 
which imposed on a few members of the deputation, and 
astonished others. But he had encountered talent superior 
to his own, and in the end he was effectually exposed, and 
obliged to leave the country. His life was afterwards pub- 
lished, his schemes were laid bare, and he came to an untimely 
end.” 
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OFEICIAL COMMUNICATION OF M. W. HARRISON 
DILLS, GRAND MASTER OF ILLINOIS. 


Quincy, Illinois, May 26, A. L. 5858. 

To the Worshipful Master , Wardens and Brethren of Lodge 

No. 

Dear Brethren : — It has been repeatedly represented to 
me, that several Lodges within this jurisdiction have permit- 
ted lecturers from other States, and lecturers not appointed 
by any lawful authority in this State, to lecture in such Lodges 
in the three first degrees of Masonry. 

This is all wrong. It is the great desire of the Grand 
Lodge, that all the Lodges in the State should work as near 
alike as practicable. Complete uniformity cannot be expected, 
but such uniformity may be attained, that there will be no 
essential variation in the mode of work. To promote so 
desirable an object, the Grand Lodge, some years since, 
adopted the following regulation : 

“ Resolved , That it is the sense of this Grand Lodge, that Subor- 
dinate Lodges under this jurisdiction should not employ travelling 
lecturers appointed by Grand Lodges of other States, or those claiming 
to be appointed by any authority, except by the M. W. Grand Master 
of this State, nor permit them to lecture in their Lodges.” 

In order to further the views of the Grand Lodge, and 
promote uniformity of the work, I divided the State into three 
districts, and appointed R. W. Bro. Thos. J. Wade, of Ottawa, 
Grand Lecturer for the Northern District ; R. W. Bro. Char. 
Fisher, of Springfield, for the Middle District ; and R. W. 
Bro. Thomas Moore, of Metropolis, for the Southern District ; 
and M. W. Bro. Levi Lusk, of Sylva, Schuyler county, Grand 
Lecturer at large. 

I feel a great hesitancy about interfering with the local 
and private affairs of the Subordinate Lodges, but it is my 
duty to insist upon substantial obedience to the edicts and 
regulations of the Grand Lodge. 

I regard this matter of agreement, uniformity and consis- 
tency in work, as essential to our prosperity and harmony ; 
as of primary importance to every Mason, to every Lodge, 
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and to the Fraternity generally, for reasons which every 
intelligent Mason will understand. 

It is not for any Mason to inquire, what is the work of the 
Grand Lodge of Ohio ? of New York ? of Kentucky ? or of 
any other jurisdiction ? but, simply, what is the system of work 
and lectures of the Grand Lodge of Illinois ? This jurisdic- 
tion has adopted a system of work, and, although no preten- 
sions to perfection are put forth, still our old Masons and our 
old Masters think our system a good one, and as much in 
accordance with work generally, in the United States, as any 
other. 

I must, therefore, insist , that no lecturers be employed, but 
such as are appointed by authority of the Grand Lodge of 
Illinois. In case it should be inconvenient for the regularly 
appointed lecturers to visit, when their services may be 
desired, then I will appoint any competent Brother whom you 
may select, provided that he is recommended to me as being 
qualified to instruct, by some Mason or Masons of well-known 
Masonic skill and character. 

This is not intended to prohibit that interchange of cour- 
tesies so common and commendable between Lodges, nor to 
prohibit a comparison of views and work between plasters 
and Brethren in this State. I do most sincerely wish that 
our Brethren would compare work, lectures and ritual, more 
ft usually practiced. Besides being of good service to the 
Craft generally, it would promote a good degree of brotherly 
confidence and mutual affection between Lodges and Brethren, 
which is very desirable. 

Fraternally, HARRISON DILLS, 

Grand Master . 


Orders in Architecture. — They are five : the Tuscan, 
Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, and Composite. Every Mason 
should make himself familiar with these. They are an in- 
teresting and instructive study, which cannot fail to interest 
the dullest scholar. 
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THE MASONIC REVIEW. 

From the Mirror and Keystone. 

44 * Origin of Freemasonry : A history of the time when, the place 
where, and the persons with whom the institution of Freemasonry 
originated, and the occasion and necessity for the establishment of 
the mystic brotherhood.* 

“ The above is the title of a new volume by Bro. Leon 
Hyneman, Editor of the Masonic Mirror and Keystone, Phil- 
adelphia. It is a large octavo of 177 pages, and is forwarded 
per mail by Bro. Hyneman, on the receipt of one dollar. 

“ Bro. Hyneman says he 4 has read nearly everything that has been 
written * on the 4 origin of Freemasonry,’ and that 4 the various writers 
have failed in giving a sufficient or a reasonable cause for originating 
an Institution of so noble and exalted a character as that of Freema- 
sonry.* He further says that, for the proper consideration of this 
subject, 4 our views of God and of humanity should not be circumscribed 
within the narrow limits of a sect or creed.* Of course we must 
believe that Bro. Hyneman is free from 4 the narrow limits of a sect or 
creed,* and is, therefore, fully prepared for the task. With this free- 
dom from sect and creed i it is no wonder that Brother H. thinks that 
Freemasonry, in 4 its creed embraces the only tenets which give a 
proper conception of the Deity , and the relation which man sustains 
towards his God .* 

44 We are sorry to differ from Bro. Hyneman, but we must beg leave, 
to dissent entirely from both his premises and conclusions. That he 
has made a discovery of 4 the time when, the place where, and the per- 
sons with whom Freemasonry originated,* etc., we are compelled to 
doubt, as we do his translation of the first chapter of Genesis. Bro. 
H. believes himself to be correct in these matters ; and he has a kind 
heart and most genial nature, however much he may be mistaken in Ins 
opinions. The book may do good by inducing thought and investiga- 
tion. It is for sale by Bro. Hyneman, at the office of the Mirror and 
Keystone, Philadelphia.** 

We copy the above critique of Bro. Moore from the June 
number of the Masonic Review. In justice to our esteemed 
cotemporary we publish the whole of his article, so as to give 
his views the widest circulation. We knew that we differed 
with Bro. Moore in our views of Freemasonry. We believe 
the Institution to be universal and open to all good men and 
true who believe in the existence of the great I AM, and that 
“ good men and true ” are to be found among all people on 
the habitable globe — that Freemasonry, as legitimate and pure, 
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exists among the Arabs, the Turks, the Chinese, and red men of 
America, as among the denizens of Cincinnati, Philadelphia, 
or any other place in Christendom — that it is of ancient 
origin and of the most noble and exalted character. Bro. 
Moore’s views are, that Freemasonry is not universal , that a 
belief in God and a life of virtue and the practice of all the 
duties of humanity are not alone such qualifications as Free- 
masonry requires, but that a belief also in a particular tenet 
is essentially necessary, in order to qualify a man to become 
a Freemason. Here, as a Freemason, we most decidedly 
take issue with our Brother. In the social relations of life 
Bro. Moore is a most estimable man, and practically exem- 
plifies the principles of Freemasonry. We have the highest 
regard for our Brother, and believe him to be most sincere as 
a Mason in his intentions and purposes, but as a Mason we 
must declare that his views of Freemasonry are erroneous. 
No sophistry can make Freemasonry a sectarian institution. 
Bro. Moore is right in saying, “ of course we must believe 
that Bro. Hyneman is free from ‘ {he narrow limits of sect 
or creed ” but here Bro. Moore does not give his readers 
to understand that we say so in reference to Freemasonry ; no. 
He omits to quote all that we say — “ In the consideration of 
this truly sublime subject,” meaning Freemasonry, “it is 
necessary that the mind should be divested of the shackles of 
prejudice, and that our ‘ views of God and humanity should 
not be circumscribed within the narrow limits of a sect or 
creed.’ ” 

Come, Bro. Moore, if you can give a more consistent 
“ origin ” of our Institution, if you can prove a higher motive 
than the conservation of a belief in God, or prove that Free- 
masonry had no such exalted object, let us have the authori- 
ties, the proofs, and you will do us, as well as the Craft uni- 
versal, a service, and we will be ready to bow at your altar. 
These, in our opinion, the book most conclusively proves . It 
is no argument to say, “ we are compelled to doubt,” and 
“♦dissent entirely from both his premises and conclusions.” 
Bro. Moore says, “ the book may do good by inducing thought 
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and investigation.” We say, must and will do good> because 
it will give the reader a more consistent and truthful opinion 
of Freemasonry than any other Masonic publication upon the 
subjects of which its treats. 


MASONIC STATISTICS.* / 


GATH1RID from various grand lodgs procrsdcigs. 


Names of Grand 

Lodges. 

Date of last re- 
ported 

Communication. 

No. of Lodges 
reported. 

No. of Members 
reported. 

i It 1 1 

5s « si 1 

03 c-i "5 

3. 'do 
J5 fc 

S> . 

■? S 

*-• a 
* ► 

O 

Alabama 

Dec. 1, 1856 

201 

6,888 

1 

27 102 

53,031.50 

Arkansas 

Nov. 5, 1856 ... 

103 

3,048 

462214 36 

2*065.00 

California 

May 12, 1857... 

113 

4,282 

903 11 38 

7,106.00 

Connecticut 

May 13, 1857. . . 

54 

4,463 

455 7' 45 

455.00 

Delaware 

Juno 27, 1S56 . . 

10 



60.00 

District of Columbia 

Feb. 20, 1856... 

10 

521 

... . 

96 1 11 

442.00 

Florida 

Jan. 12, 1857... 

32 

1,405 

145 2 25 

1,497.00 

Georgia 

Oct. 28, 1857... 

205 

12,310 

1,247 39 110 

9,246.48 

Illinois 

Oct. 6, 1857 

250 

7,388 

1,803 ... ... 

6,409.60 

Indiana 

May 25, 1857. . . 

220 

7,903 

1,251 41 115 

9,617.50 

Iowa 

June 2, 1857. . . 

111 

3,178 

854 17 24 

2,888.45 

Kansas 

Oct. 20, 1856 .. . 

4 

74 



Kentucky 

Oct. 12,' 1857... 

290 

9,979 

128 45 1 119 

12,113.79 

Louisiana 

Feb. 9, 1857. . . . 

106 

3,629 

483 7 56 

5,064.44 

Maine 

May 5, 1857. . . . 

80 

3,288 

497 6 31 

1,886.50 

Maryland 

May 11, 1857. . . 

33 

1,395 

1 24 

4,208.50 

Massachusetts . . . 

1856 

96 

879 ...... 

Michigan 

Jan. 14, 1857 . . . 

94 


23 . . . 

1,944.89 

Minnesota 

Jan. 7, 1857 

22 

525 


1,100.40 

Mississippi 

Jan. 19, 1857... 

197 

7,568 

929 24 | 131 

7,918.25 

Missouri 

May 25, 1857... 

163 

5,810 

761 15 50 

6,105.25 

New Hampshire .... 

June 9, 1857 ... 

1 32 

1,5701 

319 ...... 

512.50 

New Jersey 

Jan. 14, 1857 

49 

1,939' 

5 21 

1,126.25 

New York 

— — — ]857 

371 

19,316 

3,878 48 262 

14,753.25 

North Carolina 

Dec. 1 / 1 856 i 

126 

4*908 

606 13' 72 

L691.50 

Ohio 

Oct. 20, 1857...; 

301 

10,913 

2,076 138,156 

7,150.00 

Oregon 

June 8, 1857 

io! 

490 

87 1 3 2; 

927.81 

Pennsylvania 

Dec. 1 , 1856 ... 



...1... 


Rhode Island ... . 

1856 . 

14 


72 ... 17 1 

350.25 

South Carolina 

Dec. 27, 1856.. : 

66 


! 3 . . . | 

5,919.18 

Tennessee 

Oct. 6, 1856.... 1 

188 

7,750; 

982 43 103) 

3,354.75 

Texas 

Jan. 19, 1857 

1 93 1 

6,0471 

19 94 

7,505.20 

Virginia 

Dec. 8, 1856 1 

l 

147 

4,856 

10 71 1 

2,450.00 

Wisconsin 

June 9, 1857 . . . 1 
1 

63, 

2,634; 

684 1 23 

3,030.64 


* From the report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence in the G 


L. of Vermont. 
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VERMONT. 


We have received the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of 
Vermont for 1858. This body commenced its annual commu- 
nication at Burlington, on the 18th day of January. About 
forty Lodges were represented. The address of Grand Master 
Philip C. Tucker is an able and well-written address, as is 
everything from the pen of that distinguished Mason. On 
Canadian matters, however, his spirit is somewhat ruffled. 
He accuses others of being uncharitable, and yet the spirit 
which he manifests is not the most desirable. We regret to 
see our distinguished Brother exhibit a spirit so unbecoming. 

APPEALS. 

The Committee on Grievances made a report, from which 
we make an extract : 

“ After examining the appeal of the accused, and his alleged 
reasons for dissatisfaction with the decision made against him 
by his Lodge, and, after a full examination of the charges 
and written testimony as previously taken, we were naturally 
led to inquire whether, upon a Masonic appeal, additional 
testimony (not testimony newly discovered) was properly 
admissible before us. To avoid all justifiable liability to com- 
plaint, in the absence of written Masonic law for our guidance, 
we judged it best to admit further inquiries to be made, and 
the result is that disagreement in statement and proof have 
very naturally arisen. Such, we think, as in a court of law 
or equity would furnish grounds for a continuance of a case. 

“ The inquiry then forced itself upon us : if the case is to be 
continued for a further investigation, should it continue in 
this Grand Body as an appellate tribunal, or be remitted back 
to Passumpsic Lodge for a further investigation by that body ? 
In the last event, it would be still open to appeal, after 
another hearing ; and, in the judgment of the committee, if a 
new trial were ordered, nothing would be saved as to time, in 
the final disposal of the case. This view of the subject has 
led us to the conclusion that the case had better remain 
before the Grand Lodge, for final adjudication, and there are 
some reasons, at least of a plausible character, for giving the 
fullest extent to the investigation, as disagreements as to 
statements of fact pow exist, and as it is alleged that there 
is other evidence in existence, properly applicable to the 
inquiry, which has not yet been heard, either at St. Johnsbury 
or here. 
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“ Your committee have, upon the whole view of the case, 
concluded to recommend that it lie over until our next Annual 
Communication , for further hearing by a committee of the 
Grand Lodge.” 

Philip C. Tucker was re-elected Grand Master, and John 
B. Hollenbeck, Grand Secretary. 


ROYAL ARCH MASONRY IN MISSISSIPPI. 


There are nearly seventy Chapters in the State of Missis- 
sippi, with one thousand eight hundred and thirty-three 
members. The Grand Chapter of the State held its annual 
convocation in January last. The proceedings give evidence 
of prosperity among the Craft. M. E. J. M. Mowry, G. H. P., 
in his address, said : 

“ The question whether the General Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter ought longer to be continued in existence, I think, 
deserves the most serious consideration. 

“ It will scarcely be pretended that it has answered the 
purposes of its institution ; certainly it has failed to secure 
uniformity of work throughout its jurisdiction, (and this was 
the main object of its creation,) and, according to the best 
information I have received upon the subject, those who pro- 
fess to dispense its work, not agreeing among themselves, go 
on to originate new diversities rather than obliterate those 
which they were expected to remove. Unless the defects of 
the existing system can be remedied by some organic change, 
it would seem that the General Grand Chapter, as a useless 
and inconvenient incumbrance, might as well be discontinued, 
and* to this end, deferring with much respect to the opinions 
of the enlightened body over which I have the honor to pre- 
side, I would recommend the appointment of a committee of 
enlightened and experienced Masons to investigate the subject 
and report at a subsequent meeting of this Grand Chapter. 
I certainly can have no other motive in suggesting this inquiry 
than that which is common to the Craft, namely, to promote 
its permanent interests, and to preserve and perpetuate those 
great principles which lie at the foundation of our Masonic 
superstructure, both in substance and in form” 

This part of the address was referred to a special com- 
mittee, to report on in January next. 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



THE ASHLAR. 


509 


MASONIC ITEMS. 


Templarism in Vermont. — There are in Vermont four 
Commanderies : Mount Calvary No. 1, Middlebury; Bur- 
lington No. 2, at Burlington ; Lafayette No. 3, at East Berk- 
shire ; and Vermont No. 4, at Windsor. D. S. Potter, of 
Middlebury, is Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery, 
and J. B. Hollenbeck, Grand Recorder. 


Connecticut — Officers of the Grand Lodge . — Geo. F. 
Dockam, G. Master; John C. Blackman, Deputy Grand 
Master; Howard B. Ensign, Senior Grand Warden; Frede- 
rick P. Coe, Junior Grand Warden; Horace Goodwin, Grand 
Treasurer ; Eliphalet G. Storer, Grand Secretary. 


Freemasons’ Monthly Monitor. — This magazine, pub- 
lished at Carleton and St. Johns, New Brunswick, has recently 
entered on its second volume, which gives evidence of its 
popularity and success. It contains much valuable inform- 
ation. 

Maine — Officers of the Grand Lodge . — Hiram Chase, 
of Belfast, Grand Master ; Josiah H. Drummond, of Water- 
ville, Deputy Grand Master ; G. F. Sargent, of Bangor, 
Senior Grand Warden ; S. B. Dockham, of Portland, Junior 
^Grand Warden. 

Officers of the Grand Chapter . — C. Stevens, of Bangor, 
G. H. P. ; Moses Dodge, of Portland, D. G. H. P. ; E. P. 
Burnham, of Saco, G. K. ; John J. Bell, of Carmel, G. S. 

Officers of the Grand Council . — Joseph C. Stevens, Gr. 
Puissant ; Freeman Bradford, Dep. Gr. P. ; Hiram Chase, 
Gr. Th. IJ1. ; A. B. Thompson, Gr. Pr. Cond. Work; T. J. 
Murray, Gr. Capt. Guard ; Charles Fobes, Gr. Treas. ; Ira 
Berry, Gr. Recorder. 

Officers of the Grand Encampment. — Freeman Bradford, 
Gr. Master ; John Williams, Dep. Gr. Master ; A. B. Thomp- 
son, Gr. Generalissimo ; Timo. J. Murray, Gr. Capt. Gen. ; 
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C. Cummings, Gr. Prelate; Jabez True, Gr. Sen. Warden; 
J. D. Warren, Gr. Jun. Warden ; Chas. Fobes, Gr. Treas. ; 
Ira Berry, Gr. Recorder. 


The American Craftsman. — This is the title of a new 
Masonic paper, published and edited by Bro. F. G. Tisdall, 
late associate editor of the Mirror and Keystone. The num- 
ber before us is excellently well printed, and the matter gives 
evidence that our Brother’s reputation as a member of the 
Order will be enhanced by this new undertaking. The Crafts- 
man is published in New York. We wish Bro. T. success, 
and doubt not he will achieve it. 

Change of Editorship. — Bro. Tisdall has retired from 
the post of associate editor of the Mirror and Keystone. His 
successor is Bro. W. H. Milnor* P. G. M., of New York, 
who is widely known as a wise and accomplished Mason. 


Impostors. — Bro. Moore, of the Review , very appropri- 
ately says : “ We are tired of publishing notices of impostors, 
and we have come to the conclusion to change our mode of 
procedure in such cases. The country is full of travelling 
loafers, sometimes well-dressed, and genteel in appearance, 
who make it a business to live off the Fraternity — and they 
succeed admirably! The Craft in many places are so easily 
gulled, that the merest tyro in imposition can succeed in ® 
getting money from them.” 


MARRIED. 

At Peoria, 111., by Rev. H. W. Strong, Rector of St. Paul’s 
Church, on the 20th of May last, Bro.H. L. Gaines and Miss 
Anna E. Kilburn, all of Peoria. Bro. G. is Grand Com- 
mander of the Commandery at Peoria. We had the pleasure 
of meeting him, with his bride, on their wedding tour. The 
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lady has parted with a not very euphonious name, but we are 
confident that, for this bereavement, she is more than recom- 
pensed by her Gaines . We w^h them health and happiness. 


DEATHS AND OBITUARIES. 


Dexter, Mich., Wednesday, May 12, 1858. 

At a Special Communication of Washtenaw Lodge No. 65, 
of Free and Accepted Masons, the following preamble and 
resolutions were unanimously adopted : 

Whereas, It hath pleased the Almighty Ruler of the Universe to 
remove from us, by death, after a short but sever^illness, our Brother, 
friend and neighbor, Nathaniel Noble, and wnereas, though gone 
from amon^ us, he is not forgotten, those of ua who were acquainted 
with him will ever remember his kind and pleasant manner, and the 
love and fidelity he ever manifested for the Institution of Freemasonry. 
Suoh, in fact, was his attachment to it, that, rather than betray the 
trust reposed in him forty-four years ago, he has sacrificed his prospects, 
of pecuniary profit and political emoluments to the regard he cherished 
for the teachings and principles of our time-honored Institution, and 
has set an example, for integrity and faithfulness, worthy to be followed 
by each of us. Therefore, 

Resolved , That in the death of our beloved Brother Noble, the 
Fraternity has lost a worthy member, the wife a kind husband, the 
family an affectionate father, and the community a man who regulated 
his life by the plumb-line of justice, and the square of virtue ; and we 
hope and trust he is now in the Grand Lodge above, where the Supreme 
Grand Master presides. 

Resolved, That this Lodge tender to the family of Bro. Noble their 
sincere sympathy in this dispensation of Providence, trusting and be- 
lieving that their and our loss is his gain. 

Resolved, That this Lodge pay the customary tribute and honors of 
respect to the memory of our deceased Brother, and that we adopt the 
usual symbols of mourning, by clothing the furniture and jewels of the 
Lodge with black crape for six months. 

Resolved , That we, as a Lodge, will, in further token of our regard 
for our Brother, and in compliance with his own request, bury him with 
Masonic honors, and in accordance with the ancient usages and customs 
of the Order. 

Resolved, That a copy of the above resolutions be furnished the 
family of our Brother, signed by the Worshipful Master, Senior and 
Junior Wardens, countersigned by the Secretary, and that they be 
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filed among the archives of the Lodge ; also, that they be published 
in The Ashlar, and in each of the county papers. 

FRED'K CARLISLE, W. M. 

* WM. DOWLMAN, S. W. 

Israel Bailey, Sec. GEO. H. LYON, J. W. pro iem. 

Girard Lodge No. 171, A. F. and A. M. i 
Girard , 111., May 13, 1858. 5 • 

TRIBUTE OF RESPECT. 

Whereas , Our Brother, Hugh Downy, was murdered in St Louis, 
Mo., May 9th, by some fiend or fiends in humaa shape, causing our 
blood to run cold at the thought ; and his spirit called, by an all-wise 
God, from time to eternity, thereby causing this Lodge, as well as a 
numerous circle of friends and relatives, to mourn his untimely end ; 
therefore, 

Resolved , By the Members of the Girard Lodge, that we do hereby 
express our sorrow for the untimely end of our deceased Brother, and 
feelingly mingle our tears with those of his amiable wife and now 
fatherless children, from whom their guardian and protector has been 
so untimely plucked by the assassin’s hand. 

Resolved , That we hereby proffer to the widow, and other kindred 
Triends of the deceased, our heart-felt sympathy ; and we trust that He 
who has promised to be “ the widow’s God, and a Father to the father- 
less,” will administer to them consolation and relief in their time of 
trouble. 

Resolved, That in the death of Brother Downy, we have lost a 
faithful Brother ; the community an energetic citizen ; and his family 
a devoted parent and husband. 

* Resolved , That this Lodge tender to our worthy Brother, George 
Harlan, its sincere thanks for taking care of, and bringing from St. 
Louis, the remains of our deceased Brother ; and that we also tender 
to our Brethren of Virden Lodge, our heart-felt thanks for their assist- 
ance in the funeral ob^quies of our deceased Brother. 

* Resolved , That a copy of the above preamble and resolutions be 
furnished by the Secretary to the family of the deceased ; and to the 
Editors of the Girard Enterprise , Macoupin Spectator , CarlinviUe 
Free Democrat , Prairie State , and The Ashlar, requesting the 
publication of the 6ame. 

J. IX Marshall, ) 

A. S. Mayfield, > Committee. 

J. H. Wolfe, ) 

A. S. Mayfield, Sec. T. M. METCALF, W. M. 
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Webb’s Monitor. — We gave notice recently of a new 
edition of Webb’s Monitor, by Applegate & Co., of Cincin- 
nati, and the same is also noticed in an advertisement in our 
columns. Bro. A. T. Magner, bookseller and stationer, at 
Paris, 111., has a supply of the Monitor, which he will fur- 
nish by the quantity or single copies. Bro. M. has also a 
large assortment of miscellaneous works, which he furnishes 
at the lowest rates. 


Keokuk, Iowa. — A short time since we visited the city of 
Keokuk. It is located in the south-eastern part of Iowa, on 
the Mississippi river, about three miles from the Missouri line. 
It contains about sixteen thousand inhabitants, and has grown 
up to its present dimensions in the last six years. It is 
located on a fine site, and will, in a few years, be one of the 
most beautiful cities in the Union. • We had the pleasure of 
meeting Grand Master Sanford, who resides there. Masonry 
has not a more devoted advocate, and there are none, even of 
the most distinguished among the craft, who will not find in 
him their equal, as a well-informed scholar and gentleman. 
We are pleased to see that he is held in due estimation by 
his Brethren. 

We also had the pleasure of meeting Bros. Ira and Dana 
Slade, recently of Detroit, Michigan, who are proprietors of 
a most excellent hotel, the “ Billings House.” Two gentle- 
men more affable and attentive, and more capable of catering 
for the tastes of travellers, cannot be found. We cheerfully 
recommend our friends who visit Keokuk, to seek quarters at 
the Billings House, and we trust that the enterprise of Bros. 
Slade will be rewarded with ample patronage. 


fSSP* The weather has been so cool, thus far, that Lodges 
have been able to continue their work as in winter months. 

flgp* We are still in want of Nos. 4 and 6 of Vol. I, to 
complete sets. 

33 — VOL. III. NO. XI. 
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MISCELLANIES. 


Original anti Srlrctrtj. 


WASHINGTON. 

Extract* from the seventh volume of Bancroft's History of the United States. 

Courage was so natural to him that it was hardly spoken 
of to his praise ; no one ever, at any moment of his life, dis- 
covered in him the least shrinking in danger, and he had a 
hardihood of daring, which escaped notice, because it was so 
enveloped by superior calmness and wisdom. 

He was as cheerful as he was spirited, frank and commu- 
nicative in the society of friends, fond of the fox-chase and 
the dance, often sportive in his letters, and liked a hearty 
laugh. This joyousness of disposition remained to the last, 
though the vastness of his responsibilities was soon to take 
from him the right of displaying the impulsive qualities of 
his nature, and the weight which he was to bear up was to 
overlap and repress his gayety and openness. 

His hand was liberal, giving quietly and without observa- 
tion, as though he was ashamed of nothing but being discov- 
ered in doing good. He was kindly and compassionate, and 
of lively sensibility to the sorrows of others ; so that if his 
country had only needed a victim for its relief, he would 
have willingly offered himself as a sacrifice. But while he 
was prodigal of himself, he was considerate for others — 
ever parsimonious of the blood of his countrymen. 
###***###%* 
His faculties were so well balanced and combined, that his 
constitution, free from excess, was tempered evenly with all 
the elements of activity, and his mind resembled a well- 
ordered commonwealth ; his passions, which had the intensest 
vigor, owned allegiance to reason ; and, with all the fiery 
quickness of his spirit, his impetuous and massive will was 
held by consummate judgment. He had in his composition a 
calm, which gave him, in a moment of highest excitement, 
the power of self-control, and enabled him to excel in patience 
even when he had most cause for disgust. Washington was 
offered a command when there was little to bring out the un- 
organized resources of the continent ; but his own influence 
and authority was connected with the people by the most 
attenuated, scarcely discernible threads ; yet vehement as was 
his nature, impassioned as was his courage, he so restrained 
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his ardor that he never failed continuously to exert the 
attracting power of that influence, and never exerted it so 
sharply as to break its force. 

In secrecy he was unsurpassed ; but his secrecy had the 
character of prudent reserve, not of cunning or concealment. 

His understanding was lucid and his judgment accurate, so 
that his conduct never betrayed hurry or confusion. No 
detail was too minute for his personal inquiry and continued 
supervision ; and at the same time he comprehended events 
in their widest aspects and relations. He never seemed 
above the object that engaged his attention, and he was always 
equal, without an effort, to the solution of the highest ques- 
tions, even when there existed no precedents to guide his 
decision. 

In this way he never drew to himself admiration for the 
possession of any one quality in excess ; never made, in council, 
any one suggestion that was sublime but impracticable ; never 
in action took to himself the praise or the blame of under- 
takings astonishing in conception, but beyond his means of 
execution. It was the most wonderful accomplishment of this 
man, that, placed upon the largest theatre of events, at the 
head of the greatest revolution in human affairs, he never 
failed to observe all that was possible, and, at the same time, 
to bound his aspirations by that which was possible. 

***#*#♦#### 

They say of Giotto that he introduced goodness into the 
art of painting ; Washington carried it with him to the camp 
and the cabinet, and established a new criterion of human 
greatness. The purity of his will confirmed his fortitude, 
and so he never faltered in his faith or virtue ; he stood fast 
by that which he knew to be just ; free from illusions ; never 
dejected by the apprehension of the difficulties and perils that 
went before him, and drawing the promise of success from 
the justness of his cause. Hence he was persevering, leav- 
ing nothing unfinished ; free from all taint of obstinacy in his 
firmness ; seeking and gladly obtaining advice, but immovable 
in his devotedness to right. 

Of a “ retiring, modest and habitual reserve,” his ambition 
was no more than the consciousness of his power, and was sub- 
ordinate to his sense of duty ; he took the foremost place, for 
he knew from inborn magnanimity that it belonged to him, and 
he dared not withhold the service required of him; so that, with 
all his humility, he was by necessity the first, though never for 
himself or for private ends. He loved fame, the approval of 
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coming generations, the good opinion of his fellow-men of his 
own time, and he desired to make his conduct coincide with 
their wjshes ; but no fear of censure, nor the prospect of ap- 
plause, could tempt him to swerve from rectitude ; and the 
praise which he coveted, was the sympathy of the moral sen- 
timent which exists in every human breast, and goes forth only 
to the welcome of virtue. 

There have been soldiers who have achieved mightier victo- 
ries in the field, and made conquests more nearly correspond- 
ing to the boundlessness of selfish ambition — statesmen, who 
have been connected with more startling upheavals of society, 
but it is the greatness of Washington, that in public trust he 
used power solely for the public good, — that he was the life, 
and moderator, and stay of the most momentous revolution 
in human affairs — its moving impulse and its restraining pow- 
er. Combining the centripetal and the centrifugal forces in 
their utmost strength and in perfect relations, with creative 
grandeur of instinct he held ruin in check, and renewed and 
perfected the institufiOns of his country. Finding the colo- 
nies disconnected and dependent, he left them such a united 
and well-ordered commonwealth as no visionary had believed 
to be possible. So that it has been truly said, “ he was as 
fortunate as great and good.” 


Ferdinand IY, King op Naples. — Among the various 
anecdotes to which Ferdinand’s passion for hunting has given 
birth, there is one which manifests, at least, the suavity of 
his disposition and the goodness of his heart. A poor, dis- 
consolate woman happened to fall in with him in. a forest; 
she was not acquainted with his person, and appeared to be 
deeply afflicted. The king inquiring into her situation, she 
informed him that she had seven children, and had recently 
lost her husband, and that the little land she possessed had 
lately been laid waste by the king’s hounds. “ How cruel it 
is,” continued the widow, “ to have for a king a hunter, 
whose amusements wring such a flood of tears from the eyes 
of his subjects ! Why does this dronish simpleton come and 
lay waste my farm?” Ferdinand replied that his amuse- 
ments were justifiable ; and, as he belonged to his majesty’s 
service, he would not fail to acquaint him with the complaint, 
without, however, insisting on the opprobrious terms with 
ich it was accompanied. “Tell everything you can,” 
the undaunted widow, “ it is all the same to me, for I 
. no redress from his hands.” The king accompanied 
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her as far as her cabin, being desirous to examine the mischief 
and injury he had occasioned. He got an estimate made by 
two neighboring peasants, who were as little acquainted with 
his person as the widow. 5e then drew from his purse the 
whole of what money he had about him ; he rewarded the 
arbitrators, and gave the remainder to the widow, who was 
indemnified far beyond any damage of which she complained. 


Ninon L’Enclos’ Lap-Dog. — All the world has heard of 
Ninon L’Enclos, who preserved her beauty for near a century. 
Ninon L’Enclos’ lap-dog was a neat, sleek, clever little cur, 
and his name was Raton. This celebrated beauty, so much 
admired, as well for the charms of her wit as the graces of 
her person, never went abroad but Raton was her constant 
companion. At table she used to place him in a basket beside 
her plate. He was, as history related, her physician. He 
took care that his mistress should observe the strictest regi- 
men, which preserved her beauty, her health, and her good 
humor, till she was an hundred years of age, and this because 
she abstained from coffee, ragouts and liquors. 

Raton permitted, in silence, plain soup, a simple roast or 
boiled joint of beef to pass ; but whenever his mistress 
attempted to touch ragout, he growled, looked stern, and 
absolutely prohibited all seasoned dishes. Their arguments 
on these occasions formed a most animated, sentimental 
dialogue, and the doctor, after some pretty hard disputes, gen- 
erally carried his point. Sometimes he permitted a few light 
eMrements to escape his severity, but to others he was inex- 
orable, particularly when his nostrils were assailed by the 
odor of spices. 

The attentive doctor allowed the different courses to succoed 
without the least demand for himself ; nor ever did he show 
the least longing for the breast of a pullet, or any other tit- 
bit. He was none of your physicians who preach temperance 
over turtle and venison. But as soon as the dessert entered, 
up he rose, leaped on the table-cloth, wagged his tail, ran 
backwards and forwards, paying his court to the ladies, till 
he got a few macaroons, or some such thing, to appease his 
hunger. 

He allowed his lady to eat as much fruit as she pleased, 
and to use sugar, if she liked it ; but as to coffee he was inex- 
orable. As soon as the cordials were produced, Raton pressed 
close to his mistress, snatched up the glass, and hid it in the 
corner of his basket. If Ninon attempted to put her lips to 
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the nectar, our four-footed Sangrado growled furiously. If 
she persevered, he was as ready to bite as to show his teeth. 
He would bark, grin and snap, and everybody wondered to 
see such hypercritical zeal lodged in so small a body. 

Doctor, said Ninon, at least you will allow me to to take 
a glass of water ? At these words he smoothed his wrinkled 
front, and composed his quivering jaws, and, in token of 
reconciliation, they drank out of the same tumbler. He then 
accepted and munched up his cheese-cake, skipped and gam- 
bolled about the room, triumphing in his victory, proud of 
guarding the life of his faithful mistress. 

Ye fair, who eat without scruple whatever is put before 
you, think of Ninon L’Enclos’ physician! But so rare a 
treasure never fell to the lot of any other but Ninon L’Enclos. 
Incomparable physician ! So tender, yet so rigorous ! Alas ! 
poor Raton ! His remains are still to be seen in the museum 
of natural history. There, stuffed with straw, is exhibited 
the skin of that matchless guardian and preserver of beauty ! 
Go, ye fair, and visit his remains ; and, while you melt over 
the memory of this paragon of animals, be guided by his 
prescriptions. 

Affectionate Story of a Merchant and his Dog. — A 
French merchant, having some money due from a corres- 
pondent, set out on horseback, accompanied by his dog, on 
purpose to receive it. Having settled the business to his sat- 
isfaction, he tied the bag of money before him, and began to 
return home. His faithful dog, as if he entered into his mas- 
ter’s feelings, frisked round the horse, barked and jumped, 
and seemed to participate in his joy. 

The merchant, after riding some miles, had occasion to 
alight, and, taking the bag of money in his hand, laid it down 
by his side under a hedge, and on remounting, forgot it. The 
dog pcrceited his lapse of recollection, and, wishing to rec- 
tify it, ran to fetch the bag, but it was too heavy for him to 
drag along. He then hasted to his master, and by crying, 
barking and howling, seemed to remind him of his mistake. 
The merchant understood not his language ; but the assiduous 
creature persevered in his efforts, and after trying to stop the 
horse in vain, at last began to bite his heels. 

The merchant, absorbed in some reverie, wholly overlooked 
the real object of his affectionate attendant’s importunity, 
but wakened to the alarming apprehension that he was going 
mad. Full of this suspicion, in crossing a brook, he turned 
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back to look if the animal would drink. It was too intent 
on its master’s service to think of itself ; it continued to bark 
and bite with greater violence than before. 

u Mercy ! ” cried the afflicted merchant ; “ it must be so — 
my poor dog is certainly mad. What must I do ? I must 
kill him, lest some greater misfortune befall me ; but with 
what regret ! Oh, could I find any one to perform this cruel 
office for me ! But there is no time to lose ; I myself may 
become the victim if I spare him.” 

With these words, he drew a pistol from his pocket, and 
with a trembling hand took aim at his faithful servant. He 
turned away in agony as he fired, but his aim was too sure. 
The poor animal falls wounded ; and, weltering in his blood, 
still endeavors to crawl towards his master, as if to tax him 
with ingratitude. The merchant could not bear the sight ; 
he spurred on his horse, his heart full of sorrow, and lament- 
ed that he had taken a journpy which had cost him so dear. 
Still, however, the money never entered his mind ; he only 
thought of his poor dog, and tried to console himself with 
the reflection, that he had prevented a greater evil, by dis- 
patching a mad animal, than he had suffered a calamity by his 
loss. This opiate to his wounded spirit was ineffectual. u I 
am most unfortunate,” said he to himself; “I had almost 
rather have lost my money than ray dog.” Saying this, he 
stretched his hand to grasp his treasure. It was missing ; no 
bag was to be found. In an instant he opened his eyes to 
his rashness and folly. “ Wretch that I am! I alone am to 
blame. I could not comprehend the admonition which my 
best and most faithful friend gave me, and I have sacrificed 
him for his zeal. He only wished to inform me of my mis- 
take, and he has paid for his fidelity with his life.” 

Instantly he turned his horse, and went off at full gallop 
to the place where he had stopped. He saw with half-averted 
eyes the scene where the tragedy was aetdd ; he perceived 
the traces of blood as he proceeded ; he was oppressed and 
distracted. But in vain did he look for his dog ; he was not 
to be seen on the road. At last he arrived at the spot where 
he had alighted. But what were his sensations ! His heart 
was ready to bleed. The poor dog, unable to follow his dear 
but cruel master, had determined to consecrate his last mo- 
ments to his service. 

He had crawled, all bloody as he was, to the forgotten bag, 
and, in the agonies of death, he lay watching beside it. 
When he saw his master, he still testified his joy by the wag- 
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ging of his tail — he could do no more — he tried to rise, but 
his strength was gone. The vital tide was ebbing fast ; even 
the caresses of his master could not prolong his fate for a 
few moments. He stretched out his tongue to lick the hand 
that was now fondling him in the agonies of regret, as if to 
seal forgiveness of the deed that had deprived him of life. 
He then cast a look of kindness on his master, arid closed his 
eyes forever. 


Lady Hamilton’s Handkerchief. — Among the distin- 
guished personages who hastened to pay their respects to Sir 
William and Lady Hamilton, and Lord Nelson, on their arri- 
val at Hamburgh, was Dumourier. During their short stay 
in that city, the ex-General was invited to one of the parties. 
After supper, Lady Hamilton sung, “ God save the King” at 
the request of Lord Nelson ; but when she came to the coup- 
let reflecting on France, she was interrupted by his Lordship. 
Dumourier, who had listened in ecstacy to the sweet melodies 
of the delightful warbler, deeply affected by this act of deli- 
cacy, and filled with gratitude, burst into tears. Lady Ham- 
ilton, fancying she saw the tears of a Royalist, of a heart 
overflowing with love for its country, glistening in his eyes, 
wept in excess of softness. Lord Nelson began to weep from 
sympathy, and old Sir William Hamilton went to a distant 
part of the room and wept to keep the rest company. Lady 
Hamilton, in constant activity, wiped away the tears of the 
Admiral, with her handkerchief, fondly ; then those of her 
husband, slightly ; then those of Dumourier, kindly ; then her 
own, delicately ; and then Dumourier, falling on his knee, im- 
plored as the greatest possible favor that the charming Lady 
Hamilton should make him a present of the handkerchief. 
Lady Hamilton softened into compliance, the favor was grant- 
ed and Dumourier, having received the handkerchief with 
holy respect, retired to meditate on the strange destiny 
which had deigned to unite in his favor, in the same handker- 
chief, the relics of so many great personages. To see, touch 
and kiss this famous handkerchief, are now considered on the 
continent the proudest honors ; and as such, are sought with 
all the enthusiasm of superstition. 


The Agreeable Repast. — There resided in Bordeaux a 
young, rich and handsome widow, who had for six months 
incessantly lamented the loss of a husband tenderly beloved. 
A fatal storm had wrecked the vessel in which he embarked, 
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and every soul on board was supposed to have perished. The 
young widow, though surrounded by admirers, observed scru- 
pulously the rules of decorum ; at length, however, Ihe per- 
suasions of her friends had effect, and she once more threw 
open her doors to receive company. Madame St. Amere had 
one foible : she loved play to excess ; and this foible alone 
threatened to involve her in much subsequent calamity. On 
the evening of her first fete, a tall, graceful figure, masked, 
followed her, and paid her innumerable silent attentions. To 
rid herself of his importunities, she sat down to the card 
table, and was successful for about an hour. The mask, who 
had fixed himself behind her chair, then solicited the honor 
of playing with her, which she granted, and renewed the 
game with fresh spirit, though not with equal good fortune. 
Madame was piqued at the superior skill of the impertinent 
mask, and staked to an immense amount ; still the stranger 
was triumphant, and pulling from his pocket a large purse of 
gold, tauntingly dared her to risk the like amount. Although 
absolute ruin might have been the consequence of her impru- 
dence, madame would not recede, but anxiety and vexation 
markbd her features. For some time the game was doubtful. 
At length the malignant deity decided against her, and the 
rash widow found her fortune destroyed by one night’s folly. 
Her anguish could not be concealed; she rose abruptly from 
the card table, when the mask, in an insinuating tone of 
voice, hinted to her that she need not put herself to any 
inconvenience to make up this debt of honor , as he could 
wait her leisure, and compromise it some other way , with 
more pleasure to himself, and less embarrassment to her. She 
darted upon him a look of rage and contempt. “ Who art 
thou, wretch,” exclaimed she, “ who darest thus to insult me 
in my own house ?” “ Softly, madame,” replied the mask, 

“lam no gambler, nor needy adventurer ; there are ladies 
who would not be ungrateful for such an accommodation.” 
Madame burst into tears : u Good heaven, must I endure this 
insolence ? Quit my house, sir ; and, if you are a gentleman, 
make good your claim to-morrow.” “ No, madame, I will 
not quit this house to-night ; my claim is either on your for- 
tune, or on yourself, and I will make it good, let who will 
dispute it.” With these words he removed his mask, when 
madame uttered a shriek of joyful surprise, and fainted in his 
arms. The company crowded round ; they were chiefly rela- 
tions, who immediately recognized the Chevalier St. Amere. 
The raptures of madame may be easily imagined, when, on 
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recovering, her husband informed her that he had been sa^ed 
from the wreck by a brave sailor, who had taken him into Ml 
own shi|>, which was bound to Peru ; that he remained that 
till a convenient opportunity offered for his return ; and* 
having been fortunate enough to amass a considerable portifl» 
of wealth, had meditated this agreeable surprise, in the hop* 
of curing her of that destructive habit, the consequences^ 
which he had long dreaded. Madame embraced him wflk. 
transport, and assured him she would never again yield to 
temptations, or continue a practice of which she now saw tto 
madness in glaring colors. 


Michael Angelo. — This great man, from his infancy* 
showed a strong inclination for painting, and made so rapid * 
progress in it, that he is said, at the age of fourteen, to hws 
been able to correct the drawings of his master, Dominica 
Gillandai. When he was an old man, one of these drawings 
being shown to him, he modestly said, “ In my youth I was a 
better artist than I am now.” 

His quickness of eye was wonderful ; he used to say, thala 
sculptor should carry his compass in his eye; “the hands 
indeed,” said he, “ do the work, but the eye judges.” 

Of his power of eye he was so certain, that having once 
ordered a block of marble to be brought to him, he told the 
stone-cutter to cut away some particular parts of the marble, 
and to polish others. Very soon an exquisite figure starts 
out from the block. The stone-cutter looked amazed, 
friend, says Michael Angelo, “ what do you think of it 
now ?” “ I hardly know what to think of it,” answered the 
astonished mechanic, “ it is a very fine figure, to be sure. I 
have infinite obligations to you, sir, for thus making me dis- 
cover in myself, a talent which I never knew I possessed. 

Angelo, full of the great and sublime ideas of his art, lived 
very much alone, and never suffered a day to pass without 
handling his chisel or his pencil. When some person re- 
proached him with living so melancholy and solitary a life, 
he said, “Art is a jealous thing; it requires the whole and 
entire man.” 


Indian Character. — One Indian happened to kill another ; 
the brother of the deceased called upon the murderer, and 
seeing a woman and children in his hut, asked whose they 
were ? The murderer declared them to be his family. The 
other then said, though his brother’s blood called for revenge. 
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yet as the children were young and not able to provide for 
their mother, and themselves, he would remain deaf to these 
calls for a while, and so left them. Belonging to the same 
tribe, they continued to live socially together until the eldest 
son of the murderer killed a deer in hunting. So soon as the 
brother of the deceased was informed of this, he again called 
on the murderer, and told him that his brother’s blood called 
so loud that it must be obeyed, especially as his son, having 
killed a deer, could support the family. The murderer said he 
was ready to die, and thanked the other for so long a delay ; 
on which the wife and children burst into tears. The mur- 
derer reproved them for their weakness, and particularly his 
son, saying to him, did you shed tears when you killed the 
the deer ? and if you saw him die with dry eyes, why do you 
weep for me, who am willing to suffer what the custom of our 
nation renders necessary ? With an undaunted countenance, 
he then called on the brother of the deceased to strike, and 
died without a groan. 

Living without Food. — Public curiosity has been lately 
set on’ tiptoe by well-authenticated accounts of a woman who 
has lived some year and a half without food. The following 
•curious accounts are collected from different sources. We 
give them for what they are worth : 

The extraordinary means made use of to discover the truth 
or falsehood of Ann Moor’s relation, of Tutbury, we believe, 
have removed every doubt as to her subsisting without human 
sustenance, except among those who are inclined to doubt 
everything, the causes of which their limited understandings 
cannot comprehend. But even among these, perhaps but few 
skeptics will remain, on this subject, when they have read the 
following wonderful workings of God : 

Francisco Underus, a native of Switzerland, after he was 
married, and was become the father of several children, 
formed the strange resolution of retiring from the bustle of 
the world, for the purpose of indulging his propensity for 
contemplation, and of living, as long as nature would permit 
him to do, without food or drink ; which he did in a cave for 
the space of fifteen years. During this time he was visited 
by many bishops, nobility and princes of France and Germany, 
who took every possible means in their power to ascertain the 
truth or falsehood of the circumstances ; when, finally, of the 
truth of it they had no doubt. He died in the year 1470. 

Joan Balaam, the daughter of a common smith, was born 
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in the city of Constance, 1599. Of her we find nothing 
remarkable related, till she arrived at the age of eleven, 
when she fell ill of a fever, which deprived her of the use of 
her limbs, her reason, and her appetite ; all of which she 
recovered on the departure of the fever, except her appetite. 
This wonderful deprivation she labored under three years, 
during which time she took no kind of aliment ; after which 
she gradually resumed the natural habits of eating and 
drinking, and became a hearty woman. 

Appollonia Schreira, a native of Berne, in Switzerland, 
about the last mentioned date, lived several years without 
victuals or drink ; as a proof of which, the magistrates of the 
city placed her under the care of Paulus Lentulus, an eminent 
physician of the place, upon whose testimony they were sat- 
isfied that no imposition was practiced. 

A girl of the name of Margaret, born in the city of Spires, 
began to live without food in the year 1539. She was taken 
to the court of Maximilian, King of the Romans, who, after 
having ascertained the truth of the circumstance, sent her 
home with a rich present. 

Katharine Binder, a native of Upper Palatine, who died 
about the year 1585, lived nine years without any sustenance, 
as was proved by persons of high credibility. 

Eve Fligen, a native of Neurs, in the Dutchy of Cleves, 
lived from the year 1597 to 1611, without receiving any ali- 
ment. She was attended^ by the most wealthy and discreet 
persons in the neighborhood, who bore testimony as to the 
fact. 

John Scot, a Scotchman, in the reign of Henry the Eighth, 
took to living without food, in consequence of violent grief occa- 
sioned by the ruin of his circumstances in the loss of a law-suit. 
He underwent the strictest scrutiny respecting his abstinence, 
both in the courts of Edinburgh and London, as well as at 
Venice and Rome. 

Upon the authority of Hermolaus Barbarus, a writer of 
respectability, we are informed of a Roman priest that lived 
forty years without receiving any manner of sustenance ; 
during which time he performed the functions of his office, 
nor was troubled with bodily pain. 

Rondolitus, another writer of eminence, informs us of a 
female child that took no kind of aliment until it was ten 
years old ; and that she became a hearty woman and bore 
children. 
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A young girl of the name of Renee Chauvel, a native of 
Thurandais, in the bishopric of St. Maloes, in France, was ill 
of a dysentery on the 25th of November, 1696, from which 
time to the succeeding April she took no sustenance, except 
a small potion of warm milk or broth once a day : and at 
that time ceased from all sorts of food or liquids. In this 
state she continued till her lower parts, up to her navel, were 
shriveled up ; nor did she void anything by stool any more or 
by urine, only five or six times. She likewise lost the use of 
her speech before her death ; but at what time this happened 
we are not informed. This case, which bears so striking an 
analogy to that of Ann Moor, was attested by many of the 
most respectable people in the city of Remies. 

Dr. Plot, in his history of Oxfordshire, states that, in 1671, 
Rebecca Smith, servant to Thomas White, of Minster Loval, 
when she had arrived at the age of fifty, was seized with 
such an extreme thirst in her throat, as to prevent her from 
swallowing either solids or liquids for the space of ten weeks ; 
at the expiration of which time she swallowed some water 
and warm broth ; and continued to subsist on small quantities 
of those liquids alone one year longer. After this she resumed 
her wonted habits of eating, drinking and working, without 
her frame having received any other detriment than from an 
ordinary fit of sickness. 

We have likewise read from Sennertus of five persons who 
lived without any other sustenance than common air ; three 
of whom existed this way two years, one three, and the other 
four years. 

Those persons who are disposed to question every relation 
whidl cannot be supported by positive and living testimony, 
may doubt the truth of the above related facts — facts sup- 
ported by better evidence than one half of the history of the 
ancient world ; but they should take notice that there is but 
one among the sixteen foregoing cases where any thing like 
profit was obtained ; and in that one, a monarch of no small 
repute had experiment made upon the young sufferer, under 
his own immediate direction, before he conferred the boon 
upon her ; and, in all probability, her parents knew, if fraud 
was detected, that they must have suffered for the crime. 


Memory. — Dr. Franklin, in the more early part of his life, 
belonged to a debating society, in Philadelphia. At one of 
their meetings, it was the doctor’s turn to propose two ques- 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



526 


THE ASHLAR. 


tions, which were as follows : Who, of all people in the world, 
have the best memories ? second, Who, of all people in 
the world, have the worst memories ? This occasioned much 
learned disquisition among the members. One argued that 
people of the best memories, were those blessed with health 
and strength, strong nerves, vigorous apprehensions, and in 
the prime of life. Others pretended that as memory, like all 
other human faculties, is improvable, those had the best 
memories that had, during a long course of education, been 
obliged to learn much by heart, and thus became adepts in 
the art of remembering. Multitudes of arguments were 
brought, according to every one’s fancy. But on the other 
question it was universally agreed, that very old people must 
have the worst memories of any, as in the declining stage of 
human nature the nerves become weak, and the organiza- 
tion of the brain so far calloused as to retain but weakly the 
impression of past events. There was no end to the learned 
theories broached on this occasion. At last, Franklin got up 
and with the gravest face in the world, informed the society, 
that of all men living, Creditors have the best memories, and 
Debtors the worst. 


In one of the late engagements in Holland, Col. Van 
Grotten asked one of his lieutenants for a quid of tobacco. 
It was in the very heat of the contest, and a cannon-ball car- 
ried off the lieutenant in the act of presenting it. u I must 
be obliged to you then,” said the Colonel, coolly, turning to 
another officer, “ for you see our friend is gone away with his 
tobacco-box.” 

• • 

The late Lord Mansfield, willing to save a man who had 
stolen a watch, desired the jury to value it at “ ten pence.” 
“ Ten pence, my lord,” cried the prosecutor, why the very 
fashion of it cost me five pounds.” “ 0,” says his Lordship, 
“ we must not hang a man for fashion’s sake.” 
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TO THE MASONIC FRATERNITY. 


APPLEGATE & CO., Cincinnati, hare just issued the 

BEST MASONIC BOOK EXTANT: 

"W EBB’S 

million ionitos, 

By THOMAS SMITH WEBB, Past Grand Master, &c. 

A New Edition, printed on fine paper, with large and clear type, beautifully end symboli- 
cally Illustrated, containing all the degrees from Entered Apprentice to Kuights of Malta, 
together with a sketch of the Origin of Masonry, Government of the Fraternity, ceremony 
of Opening and Closiug the Lodge, with full directions for Instituting and Installing all 
Masonic bodies ; 

TO WHICH IS ADDED, A MOIITOB OF THE 

«&srm> aooibipvieib ibihpib 8 

Containing ample illustrations of all the grades from Secret Master to Sovereign Grand In- 
spector General, including the series of eleven grades known as the 

UNEPFABLE DEQftEES, 

Arranged according to the work practiced under the jurisdiction of the 

8BPBEME COUNCIL OF THE 3 3 » DEGREE) 

By E. J. CARSON, Sov.*. G.\ Com.*. Ohio G.\ Consistory of P.\ R.*. S.*. 82d. 

Below are the different styles in which the work is gotten up, with the prices of each attach- 
ed. We will send a copy of either by mail, postage prepaid, on receipt of price. 


1 Yol. 12mo cloth, gilt side and back, $1.00 

Bo. cloth, full gilt side, back and edges, 1.50 

Bo. roan embossed, gilt side, back and marble edge, 1 25 

Bo. moroceo, gilt side, back and gilt edge, 1 60 

Do. half calf, antique, marble edge, 2.00 

Do. Bill calf, antique, gilt edge, 8.00 


Address APPLEGATE ft CO., Cincinnati. 


ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD. 

TRAINS LEAVE THE GREAT CENTRAL DEPOT, foot of South Water &fl<l Like street*, 
as fellows: 

Peoria, St. Louis, Cincinnati and Cairo Express, at 9:00 a. m., Sundays excepted. 

Peoria, St. Louis and Cairo Express, at 8 :45 p. in., Sundays excepted. 

Connecting at Gilman with Peoria and Oquawka R. R. for Peoria, Galesburg, and towns 
upon main line of 1. C. R. R. 4 

Connecting at Tolona with Great Western R. R. east for Homor, Danville and Lafayette ; 
west for Jacksonville, Springfield and Naples. 

Connecting at Mattoon with Terre Haute and Alton R. R. east for Terre Haute, Indian- 
apolis and Cincinnati ; west for Alton and St. Louis. 

Connecting at Odin with Ohio and Mississippi R. R. cast for Louisville and Cincinnati ; 
west for St. Louis. 

Connecting at St. Louis with Pacific R. R. and steamers for Kansas and Nebraska, and all 
points on the Missouri River. 

Connecting at Cairo with steamers for Memphis, Natches, Vicksburg and New Orleans, and 
ill points on the Mississippi. 

For Galena, Dunleith, Dubuque and St. Paul, trains leave via Galena and Chicago Union 
It. R. at 10:00 a. m. and 9:45 p. m. Connecting at Dunleith with steamers for LaCrosse, 
Winona, Hudson and St. Paul. 

Connecting at Dubuque with Dubuque and Pacific R. R. for Dyersville, Independence and 
Sioux City. 

For Bloomington, LaSalle, Amboy, Dixon and Polo, trains leave via Chicago and Burling- 
ton R. R. at 9 : 45 a. m. and 8 * 00 p. m. Connecting at Blendota with Main Line of I. C. R. R. 
for above points. 

THROUGH TICKETS for sale at the Michigan Central R. R. Office, corner of Lake and Dear- 
born streets, and at the office of the Pittsburgh, Ft. Wayne and Chicago R. R. corner Dear- 
born and Randolph streets. Also, at the office of the Company in the Central Depot. 

JAS. C. CLARK, Master Trans. 

W. P. JOHNSON, Gen’l Ticket Agent. SILAS BENT, Sup’t Chicago Div’n. 
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MORRISON & CONKLIN, 

DIALERS IN PINE 



SILVER SPOONS, FORKS, ETO. 
Particular attention paid to repairing Watches and Jewelry. Masonic and Knight Tem- 


plar Jewels manufactured to order. 

No. ISO JEFFERSON AVENUE, DETROIT. 

m,AJSTKlXjI3>Cr O-BOVE NTJESER-ST. 

A. R. WHITNEY, 

CULTIVATOR AND DEALER IN 

TMJXT & ORNAMENTAL TREES 

ROSES, DAHLIAS, HEDGE PLANTS, ETC. 

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL*. 

FRANKLIN GROVE, .... LEE COUNTY, ILL. 


S. GRIGGS Sc OO. 

MaDofactarer. A Dealer* at Wholesale A Retail in 

SOFAS, CHAIRS, BEDSTEADS, BUREAUS, 

Book- Cases, Wardrobes , Tables , 
Painted Chamber Sets, Marble and Rosewood 
Ware, and a large assortment of Hair, Husk, 
Cotton and Spring Mattresses. Also, Hair 
Cloths, Spring Twine, Webbing, Pure Curled 
Hair, Willow Ware, and Looking Glasses, 

At Nos. 163 ff 166 Jefferson Avenue , Third 
Door from Woodward , 

Detroit, - - Mich. v 3 u? 


STARING & KAISER, 

(sucoassoaa ora. r. kingmas * co.) 

Wholesale and Retail Dealers in 

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC FANCY GOODS, 

Clocks, Watches, Gold Jewelry , 
Combs, Brushes, Pins, Needles, Hooks and 
Eyes, Buttons, Thread, Silk, Twist, Guns, 
Pistols, Cutlery. Accordeons, Violins, and a 
general assortment of Yankee Notions, 

No. 147 JefTeraon Avenue, 
Detroit, Mich. 

J. B. STARING. v3n5 A. KAISER. 


MICHIGAN WIRE WORKS, 

Opposite the RusseU House, Woodward Ave- 
nue, Detroit. 

SAMUEL ADAMS, 

MAKC7ACTURSR 07 

PLAIN k ORNAMENTAL WIRE WORK, 

Brass and Iron Wire Cloth, np to No. 70 
Mesh, Screens for Flouring and Fan Mills, 
Sand and Coni Screens, Window Guards, 
Wood and Tin Bird Cages, Fire Fenders, Rid- 
dles, Selves and Safes, of all kinds, Lever 
Spring Rat Traps, Annealed and Bright Iron 
Wire, Wholesale and Retail. 


RICHMONDS & BACKUS, 

BOOKSELLERS, 

Stationm anir §0okbinkrs, 

desnoyerb’ block, 

Comer of Jefferson Avenue and Bates St. 
nearly opposite State Bank, 

Lodges supplied with Records, Monitors, Ac. 

Detroit, Mich. rt«i 


EDMUNDS, NORTH A CO. 

Dealer* in all kind* of Seasoned 

Humkn, gr^d ^loorjitjg 

SIDING AND CEILING, 

Barn Boards, Shingles, Lath, Ac. 

OFFICE, 237 ATWATER ST. 

Detroit, Mich. tS*i 


T. & J. HINCHMAN, 

WHOLESALE DIALERS Lt 

DRY GROCERIES, 

Drags, Chemicals, 

Patent Medicines, Paints, Oils, Brushes, Win 
dow Glass, Glass Ware, &c., Ac. 

DETROIT. 


NEW YORK HOUSE OF REFRESHMENTS 

Grlawold Street, 

Opposite Free Press Office , Detroit. 

The above House has recently been tho- 
roughly renovated and now stands second to 
none in the city. Visitors will find this a 
neat and comfortable place wherein to pass 
away a leisure hour and listen to the band of 
mnsie always in attendance. 

Imported Wines, Liquors and Cigars, Oys- 
ters, Ale and Lager Beer, 
rani A. LANDS BERG, Proprietor. 
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CLOSE OF THE THIRD VOLUME. — CHANGE OF 
PROPRIETORSHIP. 

This number closes the third volume of The Ashlar. One 
year ago, when we commenced the publication of our work at 
Chicago, in addition to its issue at Detroit, we little dreamed 
of the financial crisis which was so near at hand. Could we 
have foreseen it, we should have pursued the even tenor of 
our way in the City of the Straits. The expense of establish- 
ing an additional publishing house in Chicago, and of canvass- 
ing the State of Illinois, was very large. Notwithstanding 
all the difficulties and obstacles which have sprung up in our 
path, we have faithfully fulfilled the contract with our sub- 
scribers, and issued The Ajshlar punctually on the 1st of 
each month. 

34 — vol. in. no. xii. 
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The delinquency of a considerable number of our patrons 
in paying for the magazine, has subjected the proprietor to a 
large and unexpected outlay in travelling which was absolutely 
qecessary to collect money enough to defray current expenses. 
This labor has drawn largely upon his time, and taken him 
too frequently, and too long at a time, from the editorial 
chair. He has, therefore, been unable to give that prompt 
attention to his business correspondence, which he other- 
wise would have done. In the future, this difficulty will 
be obviated. The proprietorship of The Ashlar has passed 
into the hands of Bro. Charles Scott, the well-known 
Printer, who has printed our magazine during the past year. 
Bro. Scott was for nearly twenty years the publisher of a 
daily paper, and has been at the head of a printing establish- 
ment for more than a quarter of a century. He is a Mason 
at heart, as well as by name, and is a member of the Com- 
mandery in Chicago. His business experience and wisdom, 
and his practical knowledge, cannot fail to advance the inter- 
ests of The Ashlar. By this change, we do not dissolve our 
connection with the magazine which we originated, and have 
thus far, single-handed, maintained. Our position will be 
that of Editor , and our labors will be -chiefly confined to the 
sanctum. All business letters, connected with the 4th volume, 
should be addressed to Charles Scotty Proprietor Ashlar, 
ChicagOy PL; all other communications, to AUyn Weston , 
Editor Ashlar. 

Guided by his own experience and that of the Editor of 
The Ashlar, it is the design of Bro. Scott to conduct his 
business on the cash system. All orders and letters will be 
promptly attended to ; and, with the labor of two instead of 
oney we may safely predict that the magazine will attain a 
degree of prosperity which it has not yet reached. This 
cannot be done, how.ever, without a liberal support on the 
part of the Fraternity ; and we earnestly appeal to every 
subscriber, especially in the North-West, to aid in sustaining 
a work devoted to their interests, and which has thus far 
successfully stemmed the tide of financial depression. Times 
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are, indeed, “ hardy 1 but if the Craft are to have a work in 
this section, they must sustain it in “ hard times” as well as 
easy times. We trust, therefore, that our appeal is not made 
in vain.. 

The next volume will be sent to those only who subscribe 
for it, and those whom the Editor knows to be its life patrons. 
It will be necessary, therefore, for those who wish to take 
the 4th volume to forward their names and money by letter, 
or place the same in the hands of some agent. 

The Ashlar will be conducted on the same principles 
which have heretofore guided its course, and the proprietor 
will endeavor to make a few changes, which he believes will 
increase the interest of its pages and enhance its popularity. 
Not obliged to leave his office so much as in the p^st, the 
Editor will strive to give a more pleasing variety to its pages. 
He is particularly desirous to receive questions of Masonic 
Jurisprudence, which will be promptly answered. 

To all our subscribers we wish health, happiness and pros- 
perity. 


Temperance. — This cardinal virtue cannot be too highly 
estimated. It “ is that due restraint upon the affections and 
passions which renders the body tame and governable, and 
frees the mind from the allurements of vice.” This term has 
a wide signification. Not only should it be observed in its 
popular sense, and the immoderate use of ardent spirits be 
avoided, but we should be temperate in all our relations in 
life. We should cultivate an amiable disposition, and should 
not indulge to excess in anything, which, being good in itself, 
may become injurious by abuse. “ Be temperate in all things” 
' is a good motto, which should never be forgotten by the true 
Mason, but which, we fear, is too often overlooked. It is the 
duty of those who preside over the Craft to inculcate this 
teaching, not only by words appropriately spoken in the 
Lodge, but by their conduct in the world. Upon them de- 
volves a sacred duty which cannot be slighted. 
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MASONIC DREAM.* 


When Sol, with grave motion. 

Had plunged in the ocean. 

And twilight hong over the borders of day, 

A splendid reflection, 

With downward direction. 

Stole softly the senses of mortals away. 

My thoughts were suspended, 

And darkncsB descended, 

With Night's ample canopy widely unfurled ; 

In solemn procession, 

The mists, in succession. 

Bade twilight in silence retire from the world. 

I saw, in sweet slumbers, 

A beautiful creature. 

Replete with electrical transporting glee; 

In rapture I trembled — 

I thought he resembled 
Some beautiful angel of humanity. 

His soul like an ocean 
Of pleasing devotion. 

His tongue like an organ of music and mirth, 
His heart like a fountain. 

His head like a mountain, 

His science like treasure hid deep in the earth. 

As far as I viewed him. 

My fancy pursued him; 

Elis state was elective, and noble his mind; 

He walked discreetly, 

Fulfilling completely 

The precepts of Nature which wisdom enjoined. 

I thought he said to me, 

"In vain you pursue me, * 

While on the swift pinions of Science I soar; 
But if you will hasten 
And become a Freemason, 

Then you may go with me, and never before.” 

There is one thing is certain, 

And truly diverting. 

The keeping a secret in union so long; 


* This old poem hss been sent to ns by a worthy Brother, with the request that we publish 
it. We give it flrom his manuscript. 
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There are no combinations 
So firm as Freemasons’, 

No bond of sweet friendship so lasting and strong. 

For kingdoms have quarrels. 

For interest or laurels, 

And churches, O Christians ! do wrangle and jar; 
There are no such invasions 
Among the Freemasons, 

No ruptures, nor rumors of internal wars. 

Through Time’s ancient measure 
Of freedom and pleasure. 

The sons of fair science immovable stand; 
Through all the commotion, 

By land and by ocean, 

In triumph have passed the harmonious band. 

Old Time may keep beating, 

His numbers completing, 

And wear out his wings in the region of years ; 
The pillar of Beauty 
Will teach us our duty^ 

Till the Worshipful Master ra glory appears. 

The world may keep gazing, 

Their senses amazing, 

’T will wreck their invention to find out the plan ; 
We '11 treat them with meekness, 

And pity their weakness, 

And prove that a Mason ’s a virtuous man. 

Let envy degrade us, 

And scribblere invade us. 

And all the black engines of malice combine, 
Though Hell and her furies 
Turn judges and juries. 

With innocent lustre our Order will shine. 

^tike rocks in the ocean. 

That fear not the motion 
Of waves that attack us in foamy career. 

With truth and discretion, 

We’ll still make progression, 

And leave all the envy of Hell in the rear. 

While each, in his station, 

With sweet admiration 
Beholds the fair temple of Wisdom arise, 
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Let each faithful Brother 
Support every other, 

Till the Lodge universal shall meet in the skies. 

With Orient grandeur 
And dazzling splendor. 

The wide arch of Heaven reflecting the blaze, 
When sisters and brothers, 

And thousands of others, 

Shall shine in the courts of tho Ancient of Days. 

The scene is before us; 

We *11 join tho glad chorus — 

Let worlds and all beings unite in the song 
To God the Creator 
Of wisdom and nature. 

And ages eternal the anthem prolong. 

But when armies terrestrial, 

And squadrons celestial, 

Shall echo through heaven with music serene. 

The majestic story 
Falls short of his glory. 

And silence excessive shall muse on the scene. 


FAMILIAR COMMENTS ON ARCHITECTURE. 

NO. XII. 


We have endeavored to impress upon the minds of our readers, the 
strong claims of Gothic Architecture to be acknowledged as the only 
expression of a form of design and construction worthy the respect 
and uses of a Christian people. It is eminently so in all its histoiy, 
and has been so identified with the progress of Christianity, as to be 
inseparable from it, and thus to deserve the appell^on of “ Christian 
Architecture.” It has diffused itself throughout every land where the 
light of the Cross has spread its humanizing influence : it germinated, 
grew, blossomed, and bore the richest fruits of art to the glory of 
Christianity, and was more instrumental in its diffusion than any other 
outward symbol of religion. It slumbered for a time only, but has 
revived again, and will continue to march along the road of time, side 
by side with the religion that has sanctified it, until time’s limit is 
reached. 
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It will be interesting and instructive to trace the various develop- 
ments of Gothic Architecture, in the several countries where it exists, 
and to this end we shall consider them as minutely as our space will 
allow. 

In England the various forms of Gothic Architecture may be defined 
according to the periods in which they originated and had a continued 
existence, and these subdivisions are commonly known as “ Early 
English,” 11 Early Decorated,” “ Perpendicular,” and “ Tudor.” To 
these, again, may be added the intermediate periods occurring between 
these several expressions of the Gothic form, or the period of transition 
from one form to another. These terms are those generally used and 
understood among architects, and to them they are certainly the most 
expressive and professional that can be adopted, but antiquarians and 
ecclesiologists sometimes designate these subdivisions by various titles, 
and are but little agreed as to what they consider the most appropriate 
terms. 

The “ Early English ” Gothic is the first natural development of the 
style, existing in the majesty of simple expression and harmoniously 
adorned constructive beauty. It is most comprehensively instructive 
of the whole principle of the style, and from the characteristic pureness 
and simple beauty of all its parts and proportions, is unapproachable 
by examples of any other period of Gothic art. It is true that it has 
not the gorgeousness, and does not display the many difficult geomet- 
rical forms used in later periods ; but it contains the germ of them, and 
is in comparison to its richer compeers, as is the massive and manly 
Doric, to the richer yet more effeminate Corinthian of the Grecian 
order. 

The “ Early Decorated ” retains most of the essential features of 
the Early English, with the addition of much ornamental work. It is 
in fact a decorated Early English style ; though, to adapt the many 
forms of ornament to it, much of its detail is altered, and its simplicity, 
to some extent, sacrificed ; still, of all the decorated styles of Gothic 
art, of every period or in any country, this is, in our opinion, decidedly 
the most superb, possessing more of the essentials of good ta£e and 
constructive beauty, than its richer and more elaborate sister forms can 
boast of. 

The “ Perpendicular” style is still more elaborate and enriched — 
the windows being filled with varied forms of tracery, using figures of 
exquisite design. It is from the window that this expression of the 
Gothic derives its name. The arches are mostly equilateral, (although 
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sometimes four-centered,) that is, haying the centre from which the 
arch on each side of the window-head is described, on the springing 
point ; the principal mullions are invariably continued up direct, the 
entire height of the window opening, and finishing into the soffit of 
the arch, the intermediate spaces between the mullions being occupied 
by tracery. Of all the forms of decoration used in the windows of 
Gothic edifices, we consider this as the most legitimate, as it certainly 
carries out the vertical principle more correctly than the flowing deco- 
rations and flamboyant forms used in other later periods of the art. 

The “ Tudor,” or, as it is sometimes called, the Elizabethan Gothic, 
is evidently a debased form of this style, much at variance with the 
original principles of the art, and adopting many absurdities arising 
from the too free use of ornamental decoration. The vertical principle 
is altogether neglefeted, and it could scarcely be recognized as being a 
descendant from the “ Early English,” were it not for the intermediate 
periods through which the sad change can be traced. It is a significant 
fact, that the first expression of this form of Gothic art is found in the 
tomb of the first Tudor monarch. 

The dates of the several styles are as follows : The Norman was 
in use in the twelfth century, the Early English Gothic in the thirteenth 
century, the Early Decorated in the fourteenth century, the Perpen- 
dicular in the fifteenth, and the Tudor in the sixteenth centuries. 

Having noticed the peculiar definitions of the several styles, we will 
now consider each as to its minuter members and general details. The 
most striking features which separate the Early English Gothic from 
the preceding styles and orders, are the forms of its openings and the 
columns with their capitals. The openings are always sharply pointed, 
having the centres, from which each side of the arch is struck, at a dis- 
tance without the opening. The peculiar form this gives to the arch 
confers on this style the term of Lancet Architecture, by which name 
it is also commonly known. This form constitutes part of the great 
charm which pervades the style ; whether used singly, or as couplets, 
triplets, quintuplets, &c., they are always features of great beauty, and, 
from tie simplicity of their form, are unequalled in their effect as com- 
positions. No one can have viewed the grouping of the lancet win- 
dows in the east end of Ely Cathedral, without being struck by tho 
magnificent effect produced by the multiplying of this feature, so as to 
form the pyramidal arrangemqpt of the design ; the gradual diminution 
of the stages from the centre opening, down on each side, fully pre- 
serves the vertical principle, while it produces one of the loveliest 
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effects the imagination can conceive. The mullions, or rather the piers 
between the openings of these compound windows, are always thin, and 
the spray on the inside, being deep, gives them the appearance of one 
window. In small churches the east window is invariably adorned 
with a triplet window, the west end commonly having two tall lancet 
openings separated by a buttress, which in some cases extends up the 
gable, and supports a bell-cot or tower. The tall shafts used in this 
period of Gothic Architecture, with their broad, deeply cut bases, 
gracefully foliated caps, and deeply recessed mouldings, forming won- 
derful contrasts of light and .shade, are indeed perfect in the impres- 
sion they create of beautiful effect, as all must acknowledge who have 
ever visited the presbytery of Ely Cathedral, standing, as it does, 
unrivalled for its purity in this style. The detached shaft was very 
commonly used during this period, and, in any position, is possessed of 
great beauty, owing to their own graceful form and their exquisitely 
moulded bases and capitals ; the undercut bell of the capital suscep- 
tible of a lavish use of foliage, the round overhanging abacus, and deep 
hollow moulded base. The effect of the mouldings is best seen in the 
architraves, up which the ever-changing light and shadow of their elab- 
orate form and workmanship, hollow and round succeeding each other, 
sortie plain, others filled with the tooth ornament or some other equally 
exquisite decoration, produce a perfection of the wealth of art which 
the admirer of true loveliness delights to revel in. It often happens 
that, in the Early Decorated and succeeding styles, this distinction is 
lost in the general effect, but, to the architect, the form of the mould- 
ing proclaims the period to which it belongs. 

The tower of the Early English Gothic church is almost invariably 
square and surmounted by a spire, many of which in the course of time 
have disappeared, having too often been constructed of wood and cov- 
ered with lead. The decoration most generally used is the ornamented 
arcade, the openings being invariably lowest pointed. Many examples 
in their present state show the towers finished with a battlement or 
pierced parapet ; but these are later additions, and do not belong to 
the original construction. In the true tower and spire of this period, 
the tower finishes with a projecting cornice or corbel table from which 
the broach of the spire commences, forming an overhanging drip, and 
completely protecting the upper courses of masonry from the possibility 
of becoming saturated by the water which in wet seasons would run 
down the spire. They are always a very beautiful feature, and, for 
their true effect, require rather to be studied in the parish church than 
in the burgh minster. 
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In the interiors belonging to this period, we find all that is pleasing 
and majestic in the soaring height of the nave, its long perspective 
terminating in the beautiful form of the apse, the spanning arch above, 
with its interlaced foliage and tendrils of mouldings on the ribs and 
faces of the groins : the richly foliated bosses, the triplets in the triforia, 
and the tall, sharply-pointed openings in the walls of the aisles. In 
general majesty of internal effect and unparalleled beauty, these are, 
beyond comparison, superior to all others, to whatever period they may 
belong. There is nothing either in England or on the Continent that 
can compare with the interiors of Westminster Abbey, or the pres- 
byteries of Ely and Lincoln. 

Of the second period, 01'“ Early Decorated,” all that has been said 
of the “ Early English” is applicable, except the plain lancet window- 
head. The openings in this style are wider, and have tracery intro- 
duced into them. Its first application appears to have been induced by 
necessity in some cases where couplet windows were used, to heighten 
the effect of that feature ; and from this it became a decorative feature, 
and to beautify the richer and more favorite groupings of the openings. 
The other parts of the edifices were all more profusely ornamented, but 
not to an extent which would cause a want of harmony between the 
constructive and decorative features, the best judgment and good taste 
being exercised to preserve strictly throughout a proper balance in all 
its details. 

From this to the next or fully developed “Perpendicular” period, 
we find in the edifices intermediate between the styles, a gradual transi- 
tion from the one to the other. The width of the openings were being 
continually widened, and filled more and more with flowering tracery, 
until at length it reached a point where the necessity of continuing the 
mullions vertically up to the soffit of the arch began to be manifest, in 
the apparent want of strength and vertical support to sustain such a 
mass of ornatnental work. Decoration is still more profusely used ; 
columns thickly clustered and increased in size ; the towers surmounted 
with battlements and pierced parapets, and the spires finishing within 
them, having their angles thickly ornamented with running foliage and 
bulbous crockets, finishing at the top with three or four storied finials. 
Great latitude was exercised in the proportions of the windows, and 
the use of the four-centred arch was fully inaugurated during this 
period ; which, in openings of great width and height, has rather a 
good effect, but is evidently a debased style of Gothic art, tending to 
pervert the vertical principle, although never carried to such an unpar- 


Digitized by 


Google 



THE ASHLAR. 


539 


donable excess as it was in the later Tudor period. Great attention 
was also paid to the amount of work and ornament of the towers, until 
at last they became so much an independent and exclusive feature, that 
the spires were omitted entirely. They are certainly most noble and 
prominent features of Gothic art, and belong peculiarly to England, 
where, in some of the western cities, they reach their culminating 
point of unrivalled glory. 

Throughout the latter part of this period there appears to have been 
a strong tendency in favor of the erection of towers, as a western addi- 
tion to parish churches and cathedrals ; and certain it is, that the grand 
and lovely examples of harmonious design that are exhibited by the 
towers of Wells Cathedral, St. Mary’s, Urington, St. John’s, Glasten- 
bury, etc., are the very triumph of Gothic Architecture. 

Of the Tudor style of Gothic Architecture, little requires to be said, 
for while it is still more ornate than any of the preceding expressions 
of the art, it sacrificed evezy pure principle and reality of good taste 
in the exercise of it, using that ridiculous profusion of ornament, that 
seems to set the safety of construction at defiance, and trifles with the 
very laws of security. It Boon consigned itaelf to a sepulchre, gorgeous 
indeed, but far from beautiful, and a fit resting-place for so great and 
costly a perversion of the silent wonders of art which had preceded it. 

In Continental and Southern Europe, it is impossible to classify or 
chronologically arrange the various forms of Gothic Architecture, as in 
England. Everywhere the use of ornament was most profuse, and the 
fantastic forms mostly adopted, show that the taste ran wild in request 
of everything unusual and highly decorated. All their best works 
have the richest flamboyant tracery in the windows, and the panelling 
of many exterior portions. There is often, also, a peculiar mixture of 
Italian form with Gothic detail, as though their architects could not 
divest themselves of the leaven of the Romanesque, and evidently 
intended to be harmonized, but by which both are grossly abused. 
Stall, amongst the wildest conceptions and most gross gorgeousness so 
profusely displayed, there is a fascination about such works as the 
Cathedrals at Troyes, Beauvais, Cologne, Strasburg,* St Owens, 
Bayens, and many others which might be instanced (for there are 
numerous edifices of most wonderful design and execution in continental 
Europe), that robs even the student of the power to criticise, and 
causes him to confess that the very rudeness of the profuse jumble of 
beautiful forms, and the extravagance of undisciplined fancy, almost 
painful to analyze, may so delight the senses as to transfix us with 
delight. 
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With the Gothic is finished our description of original and independ- 
ent styles and orders in Architecture. Nothing has been devised since 
better to supply the domestic, religious or public wants of a people, in 
Architecture, than this latest of original forms. In our own country, 
where the extremes of heat and cold are so much greater than in 
Europe, we have no national Architecture ; no form of art acclimated 
to the many necessities requiring to be studied and subserved through- 
out this vast land of promise ; nothing fit to supply the wants, and 
fulfill all the requirements, which Architecture should for a great 
nation. We content ourselves with the most miserable imitations of 
orders and styles, applying them to uses the opposite to those for which 
they were originally designed, and perverting every principle of purity 
and good taste. Tfiere are too many architectural quacks and impostors 
among us — ignorant, uneducated men, who steal the title, and impose 
upon the public, without understanding or having learned the first and 
most simple principles of design. 

Too little, also, is left to the taste and judgment of an educated 
architect ; every member of a building committee conceiving that his 
own opinion is to be preferred before that of the student who has 
acquired the experience of years in his professional career. 

From this arises the many abortions and costly mistakes which insult 
our taste and eyesight at every turn. But we believe we can foresee 
a new and better state of things about to be inaugurated, and the pro- 
fession of Architecture elevated to its true position as first among the 
fine arts. Then may we hope that our own time has arrived to originate 
a national form of design suited to our Republican wants and extreme 
temperatures. Simplicity must be the first, and strength the most 
essential of such a composition, and on such a foundation may Repub- 
lican Institutions and Republican Architecture flourish forever. 

Architect. 


“ Though shut from our Lodges by ancient decree. 

In spite of our laws, woman hero bears her part, 

For each Mason, I 'm sure, will tell you with me, 
That her form is enshrined and reigns in his heart. 

*T was wisely ordained by our Order of old. 

To tile fast the door, spite entreaties or sighs, 

For, once in our Lodge, she would rule uncontrolled, 
And govern the Craft by the light of her eyes.” 
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UNION IN NEW YORK. 


It seems to be a matter of general rejoicing, that an union 
has finally been effected between the Grand Lodge and the 
Phillips organization in the State of New York. We think 
this arrangement will be permanent, and that hereafter peace 
and harmony will prevail among the Craft in the Empire 
State. In such a result, all must rejoice. Too long has strife 
prevailed for the good of our glorious Institution, and the 
return of the erring into the fold cannot fail to carry joy to 
every Masonic heart. There is but one defect in the resolu- 
tions which we consider important. They recognize as 
Masons in good standing, all who were initiated under or by 
virtue of the authority of the Phillips body. This we believe 
to be wrong. A man upon whom degrees are conferred by 
a spurious organization is not a Mason, and cannot be made 
such by a resolution of a regular body. 

Bro. Milnor, of the Mirror and Keystone , says : “ The 
union has been accomplished in a manner honorable to all ; 
no surrender of principle was either claimed or conceded. 
The Grand Lodge of the State of New York still maintains 
and upholds the principle that Past Masters have no vested 
or inalienable rights in the body. She has courteously granted 
a privilege to old and tried servants.” 

The following are the 

ARTICLES OF UNION. 

PREAMBLE. 

“ Whereas, the honor, usefulness and beneficent objects of 
the Institution of Freemasonry of the State of New York 
have suffered, and are now suffering, by reason of differences 
and disagreements among the Fraternity of the State*, 

Now, therefore, the undersigned committee, appointed by 
the parties hereinafter mentioned, in view of amicably and 
permanently ending such differences and disagreements, to 
the end that the harmony which is compatible with the true 
principles of Freemasonry may prevail, do mutually assent 
and interchangeably subscribe to the following provisions, as 
a proper and equitable manner of ending such differences and 
disagreements. 
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And if said provisions are adopted and confirmed by the 
parties respectively, to wit : that known as the Grand Lodge 
of the State of New York, of which John L. Lewis, Jr., is 
Grand Master, and that known as the Grand Lodge of the 
State of New York, of which James Jenkinson is Grand 
Master, then these provisions shall be considered and consti- 
tuted a fundamental regulation of the Grand Lodge of the 
State of New York. 

PROVISIONS. 

Section 1. There is but one Grand Lodge of the State of 
New York, that of which the M. W. John L. Lewis, Jr., is 
now Grand Master, whose territorial jurisdiction is coexten- 
sive with the limits of the State. 

Sec. 2. That all proceedings had in relation to suspensions' 
or expulsions arising out of the transactions known as the 
‘Difficulties of 1849,’ shall be, and are hereby, rescinded; 
and all such persons as may have been so suspended or ex- 
pelled are hereby restored to full membership, and entitled to 
all the rights and privileges of Masonry. 

Sec. 8. That all Grand Officers and Past Grand Officers 
of the last-named party mentioned in the preamble, shall have 
the rank and title of Past Grand Officers, and be recognized 
as such. For the purpose of obviating embarrassments in 
cases where Lodges in both bodies have the same number, 
the following plan shall be adopted: If the two Lodges 
bearing the same number cannot mutually agree to consolidate 
into one Lodge, then the Lodge having the original warrant, 
or warrant of senior date, shall retain its number, while the 
other Lodge shall change its number, and pass to the next 
junior vacant number in the list of Lodges, and its warrant 
shall be so numbered, endorsed and registered. Any Lodge 
working under a warrant granted since 1849 by the body of 
which James Jenkinson is Grand Master, shall surrender its 
warrant, and a new warrant be granted, without charge. 

Sec. 4. That all suits at law, of whatever nature and 
kind, arising out of the aforesaid ‘ difficulties of 1849/ shall 
be withdrawn and discontinued, and the parties of record in 
said suits shall assent thereto. 

The expenses of both parties shall be paid from the fund 
known as the ‘Permanent Fund;’ and the balance of the 
moneys of the said ‘ Permanent Fund/ together with all inter- 
est accruing thereon, and all other moneys belonging to the 
Grand Lodge on the 5th of June, 1849, shall be paid into 
and become, and are hereby constituted, a part of the fund 
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known as the 4 Hall and Asylum Fund/ and the Trustees are 
hereby authorized to make the transfer. 

The 4 Hall and Asylum Fund’ now held in trust for the 
Grand Lodge, together with the moneys above-named, shall 
remain intact, and be applied, with such additions and accu- 
mulations as may hereafter be made thereto, to the purposes 
for which such fund was created. 

Sec. 5. The Grand Lodge is composed of all the Grand 
Officers, Past Grand Officers, and of the Masters and War- 
dens, or the representatives legally appointed, of all the 
Lodges under this jurisdiction, and of all such Past Masters 
of Lodges under this jurisdiction as shall have been elected, 
installed and served one year in the chair, as Master, prior 
to December 81, 1849. 

Sec. 6. The Constitution and general Regulations, as now 
in force in the Grand Lodge of which M. W. John L. Lewis, 
Jr., is now Grand Master, shall remain in force until amended 
in pursuance of its provisions. 

Sec. 7. The archives and properties of the parties hereto 
shall be the property of the Qrand Lodge, and be placed in 
the custody of the appropriate Grand Officers. 

Sec. 8. All allusions to past differences stall be avoided. 

Sec. 9. On the ratification of these provisions by the 
parties hereto, all their several subordinates, on complying 
with the provisions of section 3, shall be considered of equally 
regular Masonic standing, and as such are hereby declared 
united in Masonic fellowship, under one common jurisdiction, 
and entitled to all those rights and privileges pertafcring to 
the Fraternity as freely and fully as though no differences 
had heretofore occurred. 

June 7th, A.D. 1858.” 


A Lodge is a place where Masons assemble and work. 
Hfcnce, that assembly, or duly organized society of Masons, 
is called a Lodge, and every Brother ought to belong to one, 
and to be subject to its by-laws and general regulations. It 
is either particular or general, and will be best understood 
by attending it, and by the regulations of the General or 
Graftd Lodge hereunto annexed. In ancient times, no Mas- 
ter or Fellow could be absent from it, especially when warned 
to appear at it, without incurring a severe censure, until it 
appeared to the Master and Wardens, that pure necessity 
hindered him . — Ancient Constitutions . 
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THE GRAND CHAPTER OF MICHIGAN SUSTAINED 
BY THE GRAND CHAPTER OF INDIANA. 


The Grand R. A. Chapter of Indiana held its Annual 
Convocation in May last, at Indianopolis. The fullest report 
of its proceedings which has reached us is that of Bro. Moore, 
of the Review , to whom we are indebted for the following: 

“ Comp. Hacker refers, in his address, in very decided 
language, to the proceedings of the General Grand High 
Priest in the Michigan case, and condemns said action in 
terms which will admit of no misconstruction. 

It seems that the Grand Chapter of this Slate has done, 
substantially, what the Grand Chapter of Michigan did, 
which brought down the official indignation of Comp . Gil- 
man — CHARTERED CHAPTERS WITHOUT THE RECOMMENDATION 
OF THE NEAREST SUBORDINATE CHAPTER. WHILE IN SESSION, 

the Grand Chapter issues a Dispensation upon the peti- 
tion OF THE REQUISITE NUMBER OF R. A. MASONS, IF DEEMED 
RIGHT AND PROPER ; BUT IN VACATION, THE G. H. P. CAN ONLY 

issue a Dispensation after a recommendation of the 
nearest Chapter.* 

If the law which Comp. Gilman applied to the Michigan 
case be good law, and is to be enforced, then several Chap- 
ters orthis State [Indiana], and hosts of R. A. Masons, are 
clandestine. This will hardly be submitted to by the Craft 
in Indiana — or anywhere else. 

Comp. Hacker recommends an immediate withdrawal from 
all connection with the G. G. Chapter : if other States wish 
to perpetuate it, let them do so, but urges an immediate sev- 
erance on the part of Indiana. The whole subject has been 
referred to an able committee, and I look for a strong report. ,, 

The following resolutions were adopted. Each one was 
adopted separately, and then the whole were adopted, with 
only three dissenting votes: 9 

“ 1st, That the organization of a ‘ General Grand Chapter of the 
United States ’ was an anomaly in Masonic Government, and, what- 

• This l a precisely as it was in Michigan ; there, the Grand Chapter only could issue a 
charter without the recommendation of the nearest Chapter, but the G. H. P., to issuea 
dispensation, was required to hare the recommendation of the nearest Chapter. 
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ever it may have been a half century since, is now entirely unnecessary 
as an instrument for the promulgation, or a power in the government 
of this department of Freemasonry. 

44 2nd, That said 1 General Grand Chapter,’ in its assumption of 
prerogative and power, and its interference with the government of the 
Order in States where a Grand Chapter exists, as illustrated in the case 
of the Grand Chapter of Michigan, within the last year, (as appears 
in her proceedings,) has proved itself not only an element of discord, 
but a power dangerous to the peace and prosperity of the Royal Craft 
within the jurisdiction of State Grand Chapters. 

“ 3rd, That the benefits which were expected to result from such an 
organization were chiefly two : first, to produce and preserve uniformity 
in the work of R. A. Masonry in the several States ; and, second, to 
propagate R. A. Masonry in States and Territories where no Grand 
Chapter exists. In the first of these it has utterly failed, after fifty 
years of trial ; and as to the second, the operation of Grand Lodges 
conclusively shows that the object can be accomplished by State Grand 
Chapters as well or perhaps better than by a ‘ General Grand Chapter.’ 

44 Therefore, Resolved , 1st, That the Grand Chapter of Indiana 
4 has entire and exclusive jurisdiction of the several degrees of Ma- 
sonry,’ usually conferred in a Chapter, 4 within the State ; ’ that it 4 has 
the sole 'power and authority to constitute new Chapters of Royal 
Arch Masonry ,’ and 4 the sole government and superintendence of the 
several R. A. Chapters ’ within this State , and that it cannot permit 
any interference with these , its supreme constitutional prerogatives f 
by any power or authority whatever . 

44 2nd. Resolved , That it is expedient for this Grand Chapter to 
sever any connection it may have with said 4 General Grand Chapter 
of the United States,’ as soon as the same can be done consistently 
with good faith, fraternal courtesy, and without injury to the cause 
of Royal Arch Masonry. 

3rd. Resolved , That the Grand Chapter of the State of Indiana 
hereby declares that it is necessary to secure either the dissolution of 
said General Grand Chapter, or permission to withdraw any connection 
we may be supposed to have with said body, or to assert and preserve 
our inherent and absolute independence of all foreign Grand Bodies, 
and our entire supremacy in all matters connected with Royal Arch 
Masonry within the bounds of this State. 

44 4th. Resolved , That a committee of three be appointed to report 
to this Grand Chapter, at its next annual communication, all facts 
which may occur in the interim, necessary to be known, for the carry- 
ing out effectively the declarations and purposes herein set forth. 

44 5th. Resolved , That the Grand High Priest and the Grand 
Chapter of Michigan, in their manly resistance to the powers 
ASSUMED BY COMP. GlLMAN, AS THE G. G. H. PRIEST, MERIT OUR 
WARMEST THANKS, AND HAVE OUR UNQUALIFIED COMMENDATION.” 

Not a single Grand R. A. Body has yet sustained M. E. 
Chas. Gilman in his interference with the jurisdiction of the 
35 — VOL. HI. NO. XII. 
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Grand Chapter of Michigan, and indeed we do not know of 
a Masonic periodical which has approved his course. We 
have heard, directly or indirectly, from not a few of the 
leading R. A. Masons of the country, and, without a single 
exception, they approve the action of the Grand Chapter of 
Michigan, respecting Comp. Gilman. The Grand Bodies 
which have thus far spoken, have sustained the G. C. and the 
G. H. P. of the Peninsular State ; and Indiana has spoken in 
a spirit worthy a Grand Body. Let M. E. Chas. Gilman be 
consistent ; let him issue his edict declaring the charters of 
those Chapters jn Indiana, not recommended by the nearest 
Chapters, null and void, and all the acts done by said Chap- 
ters of no effect in Freemasonry ! The feeling of indignation 
at his course is not confined to one State or to one section of 
the country ; it extends into every jurisdiction. 


DETROIT COMMANDERY AND GRAND MASTER 
HUBBARD. 


We do not wonder that Bro. Moore, of the Review , is 
puzzled to understand the action of Grand Master W. B. Hub- 
bard, respecting the expulsion of Sir Knights from Detroit 
Commandery, because they were members of Peninsular 
Chapter. It is true that, in the resolutions adopted by Detroit 
Commandery, the following language appears : 

That, fully recognizing the authority in R. A. Masonry of the G. 
Chapter of the United States, and in obedience to the mandate of the 
very Eminent Grand Master W. B. Hubbard , we do not recognize, 
as R. A. Masons in good standing, the members of that irregular 
assembly denominated Peninsular Chapter. 

It is also equally true that Grand Master Hubbard informed 
us orally that he had not, at any time, issued any mandate 
commanding Detroit Commandery to expel those of its mem- 
bers who belong to Peninsular Chapter, nor had he recom- 
mended or advised any such course. 

Thus the matter stands, and we leave it for the present, 
but we may deem it judicious to say something more respect- 
ing it at some future time. 
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WITHDRAWAL FROM MASONRY. — COMMENTS ON 

THE ALABAMA CASE, BY BRO. JOHN DOVE. 

Bbo. Weston : 

In the June number of your excellent paper, at page 465, 
is presented, for the second time in my recollection, the ex- 
tremely interesting case of a Mason, who, from conscientious 
convictions, petitions to be released from his association and 
connection with our blessed and hoary Institution; and 
assigning as the motive, “ that he had joined a church which 
forbids his belonging to any secret society.” 

It is not my purpose to scan the validity of the reason 
assigned, though its utter futility could be easily exposed as 
regards the institution of Masonry ; nor do I propose to ani- 
madvert upon the gross duplicity or bigoted ignorance of any 
church which makes that requisition a part of its discipline. 
It is enough for me to know that a dear but deluded and 
misguided Brother has brought himself to believe that his 
eternal welfare depends upon his steady compliance with the 
laws of the church to which he has attached himself, and I 
will at once and cheerfully do everything in my power to 
help, aid and assist him in the accomplishment of so high and 
sacred an attainment. 

That excellent Mason, and most accomplished Grand Master, 
appropriately christened Sterling A. M. Wood, takes the same 
view of the Brother’s position, and, in beautiful Masonic lan- 
guage, says : “ If he believed that such an association was an 
impediment to him in his efforts to reach a happy home, after 
the toils of this life are ended, ‘ where the wicked cease from 
troubling, and the weary are at rest,’ then it was his duty to 
withdraw, and we can only say, let him go in peace ; ” and 
to this every good Mason will respond a hearty “ Amen.” 
When, however, the Grand Master came to issue the order 
for the desired excommunication, and to indicate the course 
which the Lodge should pursue to grant the prayer of Bro. 
A., he finds himself at fault, and says : “ I recommended the 
Lodge to grant him a demit, it being the only means of with- 
drawal known to our Institution ; and to inform him that it 
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was not in their power to change the past, or undo what had 
been already accomplished.” This, however, very evidently 
did not attain the object prayed for, for the W. M. of Geneva 
Lodge No. 129, in his report of the case to the M. W. G. 
Master, says: “ Bro. A. arose in the Lodge, and stated that 
he desired to withdraw entirely from Masonry, and have no 
further connection whatever with it. He did not wish a 
demit. He has no ill feeling to the Masonic society, or to 
any Brothers. He is in good standing, and has paid all his 
dues. He wished that it might be well understood, that his 
withdrawal was something more than a demit ; that it should 
have the effect of placing him in that situation which he 
would have occupied had he never joined the Fraternity.” 

If he had said, it is something more than a u demit” which 
I want, a piece of writing which only certifies my withdrawal 
in good standing as a member of this Lodge, to last until I 
can join another; and if he had then said, I do want a 
“ demit,” which will testify my voluntary Masonic demise, 
neither the Lodge nor the Grand Master would have been in 
doubt about the only manner in which that could have been 
effected, and his Masonic death effected by suspension or ex- 
pulsion, which, in the esoteric teachings of the third degree, 
cuts off all intercourse with Masons and Masonry until 
repealed. 

And this I take and hold to bo the true, plain and self- 
evident meaning of those two important Masonic words, and 
which writers on questions of Masonic jurisprudence seem 
entirely to overlook, whether from ignorance or inattention 
is equally reprehensible. True, a voluntary abandonment of 
the sweet, high, holy and sacred duties which the behests of 
Masonry imposes upon her members is of so extremely rare 
occurrence, that we might pardon her legislators who, with 
Spartan virtue and forbearance, failed to affix the penalty, in 
terms, for so improbable an event. 

A very specious argument against compulsory affiliation 
has lately been adduced and adroitly urged by Brothers 
standing high as expounders of Masonic law. The specious- 
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ness of the argument consists in the fact that the advocates 
of affiliation have never questioned the inherent right of every 
Mason to withdraw his membership from the Lodge, or his 
membership from the Institution, whenever he became con- 
vinced that his paramount interest or duty required it. They 
have always said, “ go from us when you please, it is your 
right and privilege to do so.” All we require is, that they 
should understand beforehand the self-imposed terms upon 
which the withdrawal is made. 

The conditions upon which the relations of Masons to the 
Institution are based, are too notorious and world-wide to 
need one word in explanation of them. Common sense, far 
less the high behests of Masonry, says no Mason can be in 
and out of the glorious Institution at the same time. He 
cannot be in it, for all the blessed benefits and privileges it 
bestows on him ; and out of it, for the exercise of the duties 
and obligations which it imposes on him, as the condition 
upon which those inestimable benefits are enjoyed — for there 
is no principle better established, by moral and divine law; 
than that where the Holy Writ has said, “ if any will not 
work, neither shall he eat.” 

Finally, permit me to close this hasty and, I fear, too imper- 
fect analysis of the question of voluntary non-affiliation, by 
the following quotation from the report of the Special Com- 
mittee on Jurisprudence, made to the Grand Lodge of Vir- 
ginia in 1855, page 68. After disposing of involuntary 
non-affiliation, or those depending on advanced age, infirmity, 
or inability to pay dues, the committee say : 

But a darker and more unwelcome picture now presents itself. 
Another Brother, it may be in affluence, appears to answer the sum- 
mons, and, put upon his defense, says his absence and non* affiliation 
was intentional, and designed on his part, knowing no other mode, as 
a declaration of his renunciation of the rights and privileges of Ma- 
sonry, and a voluntary abandonment of all its behests. And, inasmuch 
as he assumed those pledges of his own free will, he now of his own 
accord relinquishes them to the Institution which, under those circum- 
stances, invested him with them. True, replies the Institution ; but 
my Brother, this act only regards yourself, and as far as you or your 
honor is concerned, the observance of this self-imposed excommuni- 
cation may be perpetual ; but jpu have, it may be, a wife, perhaps to 
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become, at some day, a widow ; you have children, at some future 
time to become orphans ; and when the gavel of our Grand Master 
shall have summoned you to the Grand Lodge of Spirits, they will 
claim, if need be, all those benefits to which, through you, they hare 
a right, but which you, unknown to them, have practically and volun- 
tarily forfeited, certainly denied to the Fraternity while living. 

These solemn engagements being voluntarily self-imposed by both 
the high contracting parties, and intended to endure during and after 
life, being cancelled by the voluntary act of one of the parties, it 
remains for the other, in obedience to law, and in accordance with the 
requirements of right and justice, to perfect the severance. 

There are, in Masonry, no set forms for excommunication from fee 
Institution. It has been left, like parricide among the Spartans, un- 
provided for, because the human mind never conceived that such an 
offence as voluntary abandonment of duties so delightful, so godlike, 
could occur. It is well known, too, to all Masons, that the obligation 
to perform those duties lasts till death. Masonically speaking, there 
are but two forms of death — suspension and expulsion, or- temporary 
and eternal death — during the continuance of which the Mason and 
all claiming under and through him are deprived of all the benefits and 
privileges of Masonry, even to social conversation upon the esoteric 
teachings, and are, in technical Masonic language, dead. 

We would say then, that, in this class of non-affiliated Masons, it 
is the duty of the Lodge, in the exercise of that godlike Charity which 
* hopeth all things,’ first to admonish kindly, calmly, but firmly; that 
failing, to suspend from all the benefits and privileges of Masomy, for 
twelve months, with the express understanding that, in the event of 
continued persistence, it would be construed into permanent voluntary 
excommunication, and so pronounced by entering a sentence of ex- 
pulsion. 

And thus a demit be granted. 

Very fraternally, JOHN DOVE. 


A Mason will likewise shun the errors of bigotry and 
superstition ; making a due use of his own reason, according 
to that liberty wherewith a Mason is made free : for though in 
ancient times, Masons were charged to comply with the reli- 
gious opinions and usages of the country or nation where they 
sojourned or worked, yet it is now thought most expedient 
that the Brethren in general should only be charged to adhere 
to the essentials of religion, in which all men agree, leaving 
each Brother to his own judgment as to particular forms. 
Whence being good men and true, of unsullied honor and 
unfailing honesty, the Order becomes the centre of union, 
and the means of conciliating true friendship. — An. Const. 
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MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE — QUERIES AND 
REPLIES. 


Bro. Allyn Weston : 

Dear Sir : — A man fifty years of age, but to all appearance, every 
other way worthy, sent in his petition for initiation into our Lodge with 
the requisite vouchers. But when the petition was read, a motion was 
made and carried that the petition be rejected, on the ground that the 
petitioner was in his dotage. Please give your opinion through The 
Ashlar whether there is any specific age at which a man must be con- 
sidered in his dotage, and whether said petition ought not to have been 
referred to a committee. 

Again, when a petition was read in our Lodge, a Brother, whose 
name appeared on the petition as one of the recommenders , stated in 
open Lodge that although he had signed said petition as one of the 
recommenders, he should vote against him, for he did not consider him a 
fit man to become a Mason, and that he had signed his petition to keep 
him from being offended. Please answer also through The Ashlar, 
whether the Brother acted masonically. 

Ans. There is no age specified in Masonry, in which a 
man is in dotage. It is simply a question of fact. Hardly 
any man at fifty is in his dotage ; on the contrary, he is in the 
vigor of manhood, if not in his prime. 

The course of the Brother who recommended a man whom 
he believed not to be worthy, was highly unmasonic. Sup- 
pose by some casualty^ the brother recommending had been 
suddenly killed ; an unworthy person might have been initi- 
ated. But apart from any such contingency, no man should 
do an act which is wrong in itself. A Mason’s motto should 
be : Fiat Justitia, mat cmlunt. 

Editor of The Ashlar: 

Dear Sir: — Will you please answer, through The Ashlar, the 
following : Mr. A. B. applies to Lodge No. 1 for admission, and is 
rejected. In one year after his rejection at Lodge No. 1, he petitions 
Lodge No. 2 for admission. Now, sir, must he necessarily stand over 
one year before Lodge No. 2 can receive and act upon his petition ? 
And, at the expiration of the above length of time, may Lodge No. 2 
entertain his petition without let or hindrance from Lodge No. 1 ? 

Ans. — The above query is from a Brother in Illinois. 
The Grand Lodge has decided the point by declaring by res- 
olution that “ no Lodge, acting under the jurisdiction of this 
Grand Lodge shall knowingly receive any candidate in either 
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of the degrees of Masonry, that has been rejected by any 
other Lodge, without first receiving the unanimous consent of 
the Lodge that rejected him.” This regulation we under- 
stand to be in unison with the common usage of Masonry. 

Bro. Weston : 

When a person applying for affiliation is rejected, has the W. M. } or 
any other person, any right to make investigations in order to find out 
the Brother casting the black ball, or is the Brother casting such ball 
under obligations to prefer charges against the person rejected ? 

Ans. — This question we have frequently answered in The 
Ashlar. Neither the W. M. nor any one else has a right to 
make queries as to who cast the black ball ; and he who does 
so, violates a Masonic duty. The person casting the black ball 
is not, in any case , obliged to prefer charges. 


THE TITLE TO MT. VERNON. 

We have frequently been asked in whom the title to Mt. 
Vernon will be vested when the proposed purchase shall have 
been consummated. We have addressed Bro. John Dove, the 
distinguished Grand Secretary of Virginia, on the subject, 
and he gives us the following reply : 

Bro. Weston : From this circular you will learn the title 
to the Mount Vernon property is now vested in the “ Ladies’ 
Mount Vernon Association.” From them I hold a writing 
which gives the Masonic Fraternity the right and privilege 
to visit free of charge, and once a year forever to use and 
occupy it, as the Holy Mecca of our noble old Institution ! 
The Association have duly appointed Mr. Riggs, of Wash- 
ington, their Treasurer, to whom remittances may now be 
made at any time. 


Bgf* Whoever would be a true Mason is farther to know, 
that, by the privileges of his Order, his obligation as a sub- 
ject and citizen will not be relaxed, but enforced. He is to 
be a lover of peace, and obedient to the civil powers which 
yield him protection, and are set over him, where he resides 
or works . — Ancient Constitutions . 
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CELEBRATION OF ST. JOHN'S DAY IN BOSTON. 


One of the most extensive Masonic celebrations which has 
taken place in the country for a long period, occurred in 
Boston on the 25th of June last. The day was celebrated by 
the DeMolay Commandery of Knights Templars, and the 
Richmond Commandery K. T. of Richmond, Ya., who are at 
the same time the guests of the DeMolay Commandery, by 
whom they were entertained in a recherche manner. 

It is impossible to give, in this number, a full account of 
the interesting proceedings, but the following synopsis, gath- 
ered from the daily papers, will be found highly interesting: 

At eight o’clock in the morning, the DeMolay Commandery 
assembled at the Masonic Temple, attired in black coats, 
black pants and white vests. The regalia worn by the De 
Molays consisted of a chapeau with white ostrich feather ; 
baldrick or shoulder belt of black velvet, faced with gold 
band ; silk body sash ; apron of black velvet, with triangle 
wrought in gold on the’ centre; sword, with gilt scabbard, 
pearl, jet and silver-mounted hilt, inlaid with the red cross of 
the Order ; gauntlets, with red cross on cuff. 

This uniform is after the French pattern, and unlike any 
other in the United States. 

A leading feature of attraction was a beautiful new banner, 
borne in the ranks of the DeMolay Commandery, which was 
furnished and painted by Sir Knight Thomas C. Savory, from 
correct heraldic delineations contained in the valuable works 
of science from the Court of Heraldry in London, by Mr. St. 
George. The banner is of white silk bordered with silver 
fringe, the standard surmounted by a globe and cross, and 
exhibits on the obverse side the coat-of-arms of the DeMolay 
Commandery, with the appropriate mottoes, and on the re- 
verse the figures of a Knight Templar and his attendant 
mounted on a powerful and spirited black steed, illustrative 
of the customs of the age of chivalry, the group clothed in 
the armor of the Order. This beautiful effort challenged the 
admiration of all observers, and elicited high encomiums for 
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the tasteful and gorgeous manner in which the artist has car- 
ried out the detail of the subject. The DeMolays comprise 
many of the most influential citizens of Boston, numbering 
on this occasion eighty-three men, and presenting a noble 
appearance. 

At 9£ o’clock they formed in line, and, accompanied by the 
Boston Brigade Reed Band (24 pieces), proceeded to the 
American House, the quarters of the Richmond Commandery, 
who were received and escorted over the route which has 
been already announced to Bunker Hill, where they were 
welcomed by the President of the Bunker Hill Monument 
Association. In the rear of the column were five open 
barouches, containing the invited guests. The Richmond 
Knights bore spears of black shaft with silver mounted heads, 
and a very small bannerette, on which was wrought a cross 
in gold. The gorgeous pageant, as it moved through the 
streets, was witnessed by multitudes of our citizens. The 
Knights received several floral tributes as they marched along 
Tremont street, which were presented to them by a number 
of little girls from one of the principal residences, which 
courtesy they duly and gracefully acknowledged. A halt 
was made at the mansion of Hon. Moses Kimball, corner of 
Oak and Washington streets, by whom the two Commanderies 
and their guests were generously entertained. The excessive 
heat rendered the march laborious, and compelled a halt in 
Blackstone street, and another upon Charles River Bridge 
previous to entering the City of Charleston, and many of the 
Knights were obliged to retire from the ranks. The Boston 
Museum was splendidly decorated with the flags of all nations. 
Flags were also stretched across the street. 

The presence of the Masonic visitors was recognized in 
Charlestown by the display of the national ensign from the 
City Hall, Aurora office, and other public and private 
buildings. 

On their arrival, the Commandery of Richmond was wel- 
comed by Sir Knight G. Washington Warren, President of 
the Monument Association. We make the following extract 
from his speech : 
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From this summit you behold the metropolis of New England, 
environed with scenes of historic interest. All these surrounding hill- 
tops are vocal with memorials of our nation’s birth. The adjacent 
plains, too, speak as well to the visitor of the ancient glories of our 
Republic. There is Lexington, where the first blood was shed in and 
for the Revolution — 


“Where once the embattled farmers stood, 

And fired the shot heard round the world.” 

There is Watertown, where the Provincial Congress was assembled ; and 
there is Cambridge, where the first American Army was mustered. 
Your Commandery, sir, will take a peculiar pleasure in standing under 
the elm-tree in Cambridge, where the great and beloved Washington 
stood, when he took the command of that army. 

Thence came, a few days before his arrival, that detachment of citi- 
zen soldiers who fortified this place, and who here assumed the first 
menacing attitude on the offensive against the British army, then 
strongly reinforced in Boston, and like a lion roused, eager to fall upon 
what they deemed an easy prey. The order was given to fortify 
Bunker Hill. Yonder is the hill which still bears that name ; higher 
than this, but at a greater distance from Boston. The heroes who led 
on the forces on the night of the sixteenth of June, 1775, under that 
order, when they arrived at that point, had but a moment to pause for 
consideration, but they quick decided that this eminence should be 
deemed and taken to be Bunker Hill, it being the nearest to the enemy. 
With that construction they fortified this spot, to which history gnd the 
common consent of mankind have ever since given the appellation des- 
ignated in that eventful order. You now stand within the lines of 
that world-renowned redoubt, which, though it was reared silently in a 
short midsummer’s night, as silently as Solomon’s Temple was erected, 
stood up in the morning’s sun, in the face and eyes of the enemy, like 
a glorious temple of Liberty, for the defence of right, and settled for- 
ever and for good the destiny of this continent. 

It gives me pleasure, also, that, as a member of the DeMolay 
Commandery, I can also give you a Masonic greeting on the ground 
where Masoniy can point to her honors. Here fell Warren, the first 
great martyr of the Revolution, the Grand Master of this jurisdiction. 
Here the Fraternity, in 1794, erected the first monument to the mem- 
ory of General Warren and his brave associates — a durable model of 
which is here preserved. That humble monument existed for more 
than thirty years, the only tribute of grateful remembrance to the 
memory of the noble patriots here departed. And when it was sur- 
rendered to the association I now represent, the M. W. Grand Master 
of Massachusetts, in 1825, in the presence and by the assistance of 
Lafayette, laid the corner stone of this mighty obelisk. 

The welcome was replied to by Sir Knight J. R. Cranston, 
in behalf of the Richmond Commandery. After visiting 
Bunker Hill, the Sir Knights were entertained sumptuously 
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by Sir Knight Geo. Stimpson, at his residence. They then 
returned to Boston, where the afternoon services were con- 
cluded in the spacious Music Hall, which was graced with 
the presence of numerous ladies. Sir Knight G. M. Ran- 
dall delivered ,an elaborate address, and Sir Knight J. H. 
Shepherd read an original poem. The celebration was closed 
with a banquet in the evening at the American House. We 
shall give some extracts, in our next number, from the excel- 
lent speeches and poems. 


ST. JOHN’S DAT AT URBANA. 


We clip the following from the correspondence of a secular 
paper : 

“ Yesterday we accepted the invitation of Urbana Lodge 
of P. and A. M. to celebrate the anniversary of St. John’s 
Day. Four years since this Lodge was organized with less 
than twenty members, and so rapid has been the settlement 
of the county that there is now over two hundred Masons in 
it, included in five Lodges, and we had the pleasure of seeing 
in the procession to-day one hundred and nineteen Masons 
with fifty-eight lady companions. Rev. D. P. Bunn, of 
Decatur, delivered an interesting address, when the proces- 
sion marched to the dinner-table, where over two hundred 
partook of a most excellent meal, prepared by Lyman Gere 
of the Gere House. All unite in awarding to Bro. Cassel, 
W. M. of Urbana Lodge, to the marshals of the day, W. N. 
Coler and I. N. Boutwell, and to the various committees who 
had charge of the arrangements, great credit for the unal- 
loyed pleasures of the occasion. A large proportion of the 
members are farmers, who have, within the past few years, 
left old homes in the States east, to settle here and build up 
new altars and carve out new homes in this part of the great 
* West. 

Here were tillers of the soil, representing almost all the 
States in the Union, laying aside all prejudices of religion, 
morals and politics, and fraternizing in one common band of 
brotherhood, and partaking of the high social enjoyment of 
the occasion. Such men will make good citizens, as doubt- 
less each will strive to be a pattern neighbor. Not fully 
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satisfied that more enjoyment could not be crowded into the 
day, or rather evening, the West Urbana Lodge had a social 
reunion at the ‘ Doane House,’ at which forty couple partook 
of a pic-nic set forth by our friends Messrs. Campbell and 
Hubbard.” 


SECRECY. 

Extract from the RerelAtions of a Square. 

“ * So,’ Bro. Noorthouck exclaimed, c you are offended at 
our secrecy ! But, tell me — what would Freemasonry be — 
what would the world be, without its secrets ? What are 
the councillor’s wig, the physician’s gold-headed cane, and 
the surplice and hood of the reverend divine, but secret 
symbols of the mysteries contained in those learned profes- 
sions ? What are the arts of the painter, the sculptor, and 
the designer, but secrets which none but the initiated can 
understand ? And to descend lower in the scale, what are 
the goose and thimble of the tailor, the awl, last, and end of 
the manufacturer of boots and shoes, but collateral emblems 
of the secrets of their respective crafts, which neither you 
nor I are able to penetrate ? Secrets ! Every profession and 
every trade has its peculiar secrets, as well as Masonry. 
What was the powerful cause which produced those stupen- 
dous masses of building, blazing with all the rich results of 
decorative architecture, that adorn every corner of our land ? 
It was secrecy! The Operative Masons, in those days, 
adopted every secret measure — even holding their Lodges in 
the crypts of cathedrals and churches — to prevent the great 
principles of -their science, by which their reputation was 
secured and maintained, from being publicly known. Even 
the workmen, the Apprentices and Fellowcrafts, were unac- 
quainted with the secret and refined mechanism which 
cemented and imparted the treasures of wisdom to the expert 
masters of the art. They were profoundly ignorant of the 
wisdom which planned, the beauty which designed, and knew 
only the strength and labor which executed the work. The 
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pressure and counterpressure of complicated arches was a 
secret which the inferior workmen never attempted to pene- 
trate. They were blind instruments in the hands of intel- 
ligent Master Masons, and ' completed the most sublime 
undertakings by the effect of mere mechanical and physical 
power, without being able to comprehend the secret that pro- 
duced them ; without understanding the nice adjustment of 
the members of a building to each other, so necessary to 
accomplish a striking and permanent effect, or without being 
able to enter into the science exhibited in the complicated 
details which were necessary to form a harmonious and pro- 
portionate whole. And so it is at the present day, and ever 
will be so long as the Craft shall endure. No, no, my dear 
Brother, you must not undervalue our secrecy, because you 
know that, of all the arts which Masons possess, silence or 
secrecy constitutes their peculiar distinction.’ 

“ 4 But tell me this,’ said Bro. Mackintosh, 6 of what real 
use is secrecy ? If Freemasonry be truly the beneficent 
institution which you so loudly proclaim, and I do not qups- 
tion your sincerity, why not promulgate it publicly, that all 
mankind may participate in its advantages ? We live in an 
enlightened age, when the secret springs of every art and 
science are clearly explained for public edification. The day 
of mysteries is rapidly passing away, and Freemasonry must, 
sooner or later, become a subject of open investigation — 
why not anticipate the period, and give it to the people at 
once ? I ask these questions that I may be furnished with 
a reply when I hear them pressed by others. You may 
believe me when I add that this objection is more frequently 
advanced than you can imagine, and I confess that I have 
found it difficult to satisfy the scruples of many of my unin- 
itiated friends who have pertinaciously urged it upon me.’ 

“ 4 Is that all ? ’ replied the R. W. M. 4 Then I will endeavor 
to enlighten you ; although I have often regretted that some 
of our obstinate opponents have not tried the experiment of 
initiation. They would lose nothing, at all events ; and it 
would be a positive advantage to their argument, by being 
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able to speak from experience. But to the purpose. You 
infer, if I understand you rightly, that if our secrets were 
known, they would be much more highly estimated.’ 

“ Bro. Mackintosh bowed. 

“ 4 Now I entertain very serious doubts on that point,’ con- 
tinued Bro. Noorthouck, warming with his subject. 4 1 think, 
on the contrary, that they would lose their interest, and not 
be prized at all. It is the expected secret that urges the 
candidate forward, like a well-trained spaniel in search of 
game. The excitement is everything. It is hope, the 
very ground and essence of our nature. No secrets, no can- 
didates ! I would ask you, in return, whether the secrets of 
Nature are more estimated by being known ? Far from it. 
The mechanism of the growth of a flower, which was a pro- 
found secret to our grandfathers, is now becoming familiar to 
every boarding-school miss. The nature and uses of elec- 
tricity were a secret, until Franklin furnished mankind with 
a key to its elucidation ; and the day will come when, by the 
operations of a series of discoveries and improvements, dis- 
tant nations will be al^le to communicate with each other in 
an incredible short space of time. The secrets of geology 
are every day becoming more clearly developed. Gas and 
steam, those vast and irresistible agents, still remain amongst 
the secret operations of Nature ; but depend upon it, the ex- 
perience of another age will work wonders upon them. Yet 
how few of the human race care about the study of those 
sciences, whose secrets, open to all, are really known to few, 
although destined to confer permanent benefits on mankind. 
The multitude profit by the effect, but disregard the cause. 
So in Masonry. The Institution is daily bestowing innumer- 
able moral blessings on the world ; while the cause, or the 
secret is known only to a very small number, who are the 
agents by whom its benefits are disseminated. But as I see 
Bro. Inwood in his place, he will, perhaps, favor the Brethren 
with his opinion on this important subject.’ 

44 Bro. Inwood,” said the Square, 44 immediately rose from 
his seat, and said, 4 R. W. Sir, I am so well convinced of 
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your ability to defend, all the salient points of our Order, 
that I should not have presumed to offer my opinion without 
a call from the Chair. In obedience, however, to your 
request, I will refer you to Holy Writ for a confirmation of 
your hypothesis that secrets excite a degree of attention 
when unknown, which vanishes when they are openly divulged. 
St. Paul told his disciples that when he was snatched up into 
the third heaven, he heard unspeakable words , which it was 
not lawful for a man to utter. Now it is quite clear to me 
that these words were calculated to excite the curiosity of 
the disciples to the highest pitch. And that they did so, we 
are furnished with abundant evidence to prove. The specu- 
lations on these heavenly words were incessamt^and over- 
whelming, and the disciples of different classes attributed to 
them diverse and contradictory explanations. But it appears, 
after all, that the Sacred Name was the principal ingredient 
in this impenetrable secret. Now, my Brethren, mark the 
consequence; when St.John imparted to them what these 
mysterious words actually were, all their curiosity subsided, 
and they no longer felt any interest in the investigation, 
although it involved the solution of all their hopes, both in 
this world and in the next. So of the secrets of Masonry — 
many contradictory speculations have been urged respecting 
their nature and design, as witness all the charlatanarie which 
has been greedily devoured by the public in spurious revela- 
tions where they were said to be disclosed ; but if they were 
really made known, and public curiosity allayed, they would 
bo disregarded, like those stupendous phenomena, the revolu- 
tions and laws of the heavenly bodies ; and all the concur^ 
rent benefits which they diffuse throughout the entire fabric 
of society, would gradually subside ; the real would supersede 
the ideal, and Freemasonry, with all its advantages of sociality, 
brotherly love, and charity, would be swallowed up and 
lost.’ ” 
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For Ths Ashlar. 

TAKE NO THOUGHT FOR THE MORROW. 


[Dial Westoh : There Is nothing more common end nothing more reprehensible than our 
habit of anticipating the troubles of to-morrow. In this we reverse the method of youth, 
which is prone to enjoy its pleasures in advance, but forget its troubles. In this, little chil- 
dren are wiser than we are. If any of your readers can derive consolation from these pretty 
lines I have found floating through the press, pray publish them. I acknowledge they haws 
done me real good. Tour Brother, Bob. Homan.] 

Poor heart! why clog thyself 
With weights thou need’st not bear? 

Enough for every passing day 
Is its own load of care. 

Why be in haste to pay 

A debt before ’t is due ? • 

So soon life's sorrows come, why run 
To catch the distant view? 

O ! let to-morrow's woe 
In wise concealment rest; 

Do not her frightful visage trace. 

And wear it on thy breast. 

Enjoy, endure, and do, 

Prom vain foreboding free; # 

And make life's bitterest moments yield 
Their lingering sweets to thee. 


MASONIC ITEMS. 


At the Annual Communication of the Gi&nd Lodge of 
Wisconsin, holden in the city of Milwaukee, on the 8th of 
June last, the following officers were elected and appointed 
for the ensuing year : Luther M. Tracy, G. M. ; George B. 
Worth, D. G. M. ; Luman M. Strong, G. S. W. ; Algernon S. 
Wood, G. J. W. ; Samuel S. Daggett, G. Treas. ; John W. 
Hunt, G. Sec. ; Ephraim F. Ogden, G. S. D. ; Morris Louis, 
G. J. D. ; S. E. Chapman, G. M. ; James T. Pryor, G. C. ; 
William Addy, G. Sword B. ; John Robinson, G. P. ; Solo- 
mon Howe, and E. Hurlbut, G. Stewards ; Ebenezer Clew- 
ett, G. Tyler. 

At the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Iowa, 
in June last, the following officers were elected : James R. 
36 — vol. in. no. xn. 
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Hartsock, G. M. ; John Scott, G. S. W. ; E. A. Guilbert, 
G. J. W. ; Lovell White, G. Treas. ; Theodore S. Parvin, 
G. Sec. ; J. J. Adams, D. G. M. ; Rev. Wm. Ramsburg, 
G. C. ; Thomas H. Benton, G. M. ; H. Fink, G. S. D. ; W. 
W. McKnight, G. J. D. ; S. Fuller, G. S. B. ; Benj. D. Reed, 
G. P. ; J. M. Benjamin, and W. E. Woodward, G. Stewards ; 
O. S. McNeil, G. Tyler. 

J8@“ The Craft in Cincinnati are about to erect a new Hall, 
which will be an ornament to the city. 


Officers of the Grand Masonic Bodies of Connecti- 
cut. — Elected in May, A. L. 5858. 

Grand Lodge. — M. W. George F. Daskam, of Norwalk, 
G. M. ; R. W. John C. Blackman, of Bridgeport, D. G. M. ; 
.R. W. Howard B. Ensign, of New Haven, S. G. W. ; R. W. 
Frederick P. Coe, of Killingly, J. G. W. ; R. W. Horace 
Goodwin, of Hartford, G. Treas. ; R. W. Eliphalet G. Storer, 
of New Haven, G. Sec. ; W. David E. Bostwick, of Litchfield, 
S. G. D. ; W. William B. Casey, of Middletown, J. G. D. ; 
W. William W. Storey, of Norwalk, G. M. ; Rev. Alonzo G. 
Shears, of New Haven, G. C. ; W. William R. Higby, of 
Bridgeport, G. Sen. ; W. Nelson N. Barrett, of Collinsville, 
and W. John A. McLean, of Norwalk, G. Stewards ; W. Eli- 
zur Skinner, of .Hartford, G. Tyler. 

Grand Chapter. — M. E. David Clark, of Hartford, G. H. 
P. ; R. E. Samuel Tripp, of East Hartford, D. G. H. P. ; R. 
E. Frederick J. Calhoun, of New Haven, G. K. ; R. E. Na- 
than Dikeman, Jr., of Waterbury, G. Scribe ; R. E. Horace 
Goodwin, of Hartford, G. T. ; R. E. Eliphalet G. Storer, of 
New Haven, G. Sec. ; Rev. Junius M. Wiley, of Litchfield, 
G. C. ; E. Asa Smith, of Norwalk, G. C. of H. ; E. Alexan- 
der Warner, of Woodstock, G. R. A. Capt. ; E. Jonathan 
Kilbourn, of Middletown, and E. David E. Bostwick, of Litch- 
field, G. Stewards ; E.’ Nelson N. Barrett, of Collinsville, 
G. Sen. 

Grand Council of Select Masters. — T. I. George F. Das- 
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kam f of Norwalk, M. P. G. M. ; Hiram Willey, of New Lon- 
don, D. P. G. M. ; George Stancliff, of Portland, T. I. G. M. ; 
Richard Hunting, of Waterbury, G. P. C. ; Howard B. En- 
sign, of New Haven, G. C. G. ; Horace Goodwin, of Hartford, 
G. Treas. ; Eliphalet G. Storer, of New Haven, G. Rec. ; 
Rev. George R. Fisher, of Hartford, G. Chap. ; Benjamin P. 
Chatfield, of Waterbury, G. Stew.; Elizur Skinner, of Hart- 
ford, G. Sen. 

Grand Encampment of Knights Templar and Appendant 
Orders . — M. E. Sir John A. McLean, of Norwalk, G. M. ; 
George F. Daskam, of Norwalk, D. G. M. ; William Hyde, 
of Stonington, G. Gen. ; Asa Smith, of Norwalk, G. C. G. ; 
Howard B. Ensign, of Hew Haven, G. P. ; David Clark, of 
Hartford, G. S. W. ; William L. Brewer, of Norwich, G. J. 
W. ; Benjamin Beecher, of New Haven, G. Treas. ; Elipha- 
let G. Storer, of New Haven, G. Rec. ; William R. Higby, of 
Bridgeport, G. Stand. B. ; Benj. P. Chatfield, of Waterbury, 
G. Sword B. ; Elizur Skinner, of Hartford, G. Sen. 

Caution to Masons. — W e would caution the members of 
the Masonic fraternity against a man calling himself Daniel 
Barber, proprietor of the “ Clinton House,” Galesburg, and 
who claims to be a Royal Arch Mason. He is in the habit 
of travelling about the country, and under one pretext or 
another, borrowing money of the members of the Masonic 
Order, which he universally forgets to repay. He was at this 
place a few days since, but did not meet with much success. 
He is an expelled Mason. 

Since the foregoing was put in type, a friend has placed in 
our hands the Masonic Review for October, 1857, from 
which we copy the following : 

“ An Impostor. — T here is a man travelling through the West, and 
procuring contributions from the Lodges and brethren, who is an 
expelled Mason. He goes by different names; sometimes os James 
Fince, again as Daniel Barber, and perhaps others. His real name is 
Daniel Barber : was formerly a member of Fidelity Lodge, No. 127, 
at Ithaca, New York. He may be known by having a cut across the 
palm of the right hand . He has swindled a good many Lodges in 
Ohio, and it is hoped some one will detect him and have him punished.’’ 
— Kewanee Advertiser . 
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Bro. H. G. Reynolds’ Removal to Springfield.— Bro. 
H. G. Reynolds, the worthy Grand Secretary of Illinois, has 
removed, with his family, from Knoxville to Springfield, HL 
All communications for him should be addressed to this last 
named place. 

IST* The Grand Master of Minnesota, Bro. A. T. C. 
Pierson, passed through Chicago, on his way home, in the 
latter part of June. He had been on a long southern tour, 
for the benefit of his wife’s health. We were pleased to 
learn that the trip had been highly beneficial. Bro. P. was, 
as usual, full of Masonic zeal and spirit. 

fg®* On a recent visit to Quincy, we had the pleasure of 
seeing Grand Master Dills. He has devoted much time dur- 
ing the past year to the duties of his office, and the fruits of 
his labors are seen in the harmony that prevails throughout 
his jurisdiction. 

Wisconsin. — We are pleased to learn that Bro. Tracy, of 
Milwaukee, has been elected G. M. of Wisconsin, and Bro. 
J. W. Hunt, of Madison, Grand Secretary. Better selections 
could not have been made. Bro. T. is an old, well tried 
Mason, of large attainments. Bro. Hunt is as well fitted for 
Grand Secretary as any Mason in the jurisdiction, and we 
doubt not he will prove a worthy successor to the veteran 
whose place he now fills. 


MARRIED, 

In Janesville, Wis., on the 10th of June, at the residence of Comp. 
Deloss Brett, by Rev. G. Anderson, Comp. E. P*lton Johnson, of 
Elk Horn Chapter No. 17, and Miss Gertie Jacobs, of Janesville. 

At Detroit, June 16th, 1858, by Rev. J. W. Taggart, Bro. John 
P. Fiske and Miss Lucy A. Fuller, all of D. 
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DEATHS AND OBITUARIES. 


At his residence in Fentonville, Michigan, on the 22nd 
June, about 2 o’clock, P. M., Bro. Jeremiah Riggs, aged 80 
years. 

Judge Riggs was buried with Masonic honors, the funeral 
taking place at Fentonville on the 23rd. Brothers Bela G. 
Coggeshall, of Groveland, and Chauncy K. Williams, of Flint, 
performed the ceremonies. 

At a special communication of Fentonville Lodge of Strict 
Observance, U. D., of F. & A. M., convened as a Lodge of 
Sorrow, June 23rd, A. D. 1858, A. L. 5858, for the purpose 
of performing the funeral obsequies of our late Brother, Hon. 
Jeremiah Riggs, Bros. Chauncy K.. Williams, of Flint Lodge 
No. 23, David A. Wright, of Austin Lodge No. 48, and 
Charles B. Higgins, of Flint Lodge No. 23, a committee pre- 
viously appointed for that purpose, reported the following 
preamble and resolutions, which were unanimously adopted : 

Whereas , It has pleased the Supreme Grand Master of the Uni- 
verse, in His wise providence, to call from labor on Earth to everlasting 
rest in Heaven, our beloved Brother, Jeremiah Riggs, who departed 
this life at Fentonville, on the 22nd day of June, A.L. 5858 : There- 
fore, 

Resolved , That, in the death of our venerable Brother, we have 
lost one who, for fifty-five years, has endeared himself to the Masonic 
Fraternity by “ his amiable and virtuous conduct, his unfeigned piety 
to his God, and his inflexible integrity to his trust,” and who, having, 
with fidelity to his principles, passed through the darkest days of the 
persecutions which assailed our venerable and revered Order, has now 
gone to his rest in that celestial Lodge above, sustained and soothed ly 
an unfaltering trust in those principles which ho first professed at our 
altars. 

Resolved, That, in his death, the family have lost an affectionate 
father and counsellor, and that, while we have nothing of this world’s 
consolation to offer, we affectionately commend them to the God of the 
fatherless, who has told us, in His holy word, that he does not willingly 
afflict or grieve the children of men. 

Resolved , That, in conformity with usage, and at the request of our 
deceased Brother, we will attend his funeral in a body, wearing the 
usual badge of mourning, there “ to offer up to his memory, before the 
world, the last sad tribute of our affection.” 

Resolved , That the foregoing preamble and resolutions be entered 
upon the records of this Lodge, and that a copy thereof be transmitted 
to the family of the deceased, and to The Ashlar, and the several 
papers of the county. 

CHAUNCY K. WILLIAMS, ) 

DAVID A. WRIGHT, } Committee . 

CHARLES B. HIGGINS, ) 
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Notice is hereby given that the undersigned has sold, to 
Bro. Charles Scott, all his right, title and interest in The 
Ashlar. 

ALLYN WESTON. 


The undersigned, having become Proprietor of The Ash- 
lar, all business letters pertaining to the 4th Volume should 
be directed to him, and all other communications to Allyn 
Weston, Editor. 

CHARLES SCOTT, 
Proprietor of The Ashlar, Chicago, HI. 

To Agents. — We would respectfully solicit the agents of 
The Ashlar to make up their new lists for the 4th Vol., and 
forward them, if possible, before the 1st of September. 
Remember , The Ashlar will be sent only to those whose 
names you send. 

To Subscribers. — Remember that The Ashlar will not 
be continued to you unless you subscribe anew. You can 
send your name and money by letter to the proprietor, or 
band them to an agent. 

An Act op Justice. — There are not a few subscribers who 
owe for The Ashlar. As the volume is now ended, it is but 
an act of justice for them to pay us. We tell them, as a 
Brother, that we need the money. Brother, will you pay us ? 


Obituary Resolutions. — In the next volume of The 
Ashlar, we shall not, as a general rule, publish resolutions of 
Lodges on the death of members. 


We are still in want of Nos. to fill sets of Vol. I, 
and would thank Brethren who have any numbers of that 
volume to spare, to inform us of the fact. We have many 
orders for the first volume, which we are unable to fill. 
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MISCELLANIES. 

0rfg(ital ant &flfcttt>. 


CAUDLE LECTURE, FROM PUNCH. 


CAUDLE, WHILE WALKING WITH HIS WIFE, HAS BEEN BOWED 

TO BY A YOUNGER AND EVEN PRETTIER WOMAN THAN MRS. 

CAUDLE. 

If I ’m not to leave the house without being insulted, Mr. 
Caudle, I had better stay within doors all my life. 

What ! Don’t tell me to let you have one night’s rest ! I 
wonder at your impudence ! It ’s mighty fine, I can never go 
out with you, and — goodness knows! it’s seldom enough — 
without having my feelings torn to pieces by people of all 
sorts. A set of bold minxes ! What am 1 raving about ? 
Oh, you know very well — very well, indeed, Mr. Caudle. A 
pretty person she must be, to nod to a man walking with his 
own wife ! Don’t tell me it ’s Miss Prettyman — what ’s Miss 
Prettyman to me ? Oh ! You ' ve met her once or twice at 
her brother's house ? Yes, I dare say you have — no doubt 
of it. I always thought there was something very tempting 
about that house — and now I know it all. Now, it’s no use, 
Mr. Caudle, your beginning to talk loud, and twist and toss 
your arms about as if you were as innocent as a born babe — 
I ’m not to be deceived by such tricks now. No ; there was 
a time when I was a fool, and believed anything ; but — I 
thank my stars ! — I ’ve got over that. 

A bold minx ! You suppose I did’nt see her laugh, too, 
when she nodded to you ! Oh yes, I knew what she thought 
me ; a poor miserable creature, of course. I could see that. 
No — don’t say so, Caudle. I do n't always see more than any 
body else — but I can’t and won’t be blind, however agreeable 
it might be to you : I must have the use of my senses. I ’m 
sure, if a woman wants attention and respect from a man, 
she ’d better be anything than his wife. I ’ve always thought 
so ; and to-day ’s decided it. 

No ; I’m not ashamed of myself to talk so — certainly not. 
A good , amiable young creature, indeed! Yes ; I dare say ; 
very amiable, no doubt. Of course, you think her so. You 
suppose I did n’t see what sort of a bonnet she had on ? Oh, 
a very good creature ? And you think I did n’t see the 
smudges of court-plaster about her face ? You did n't see 'm ? 
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Very likely; but I did. Very amiable, to be sure! What 
do you say ? 1 made her blush at my ill-manners ? I should 

like to have seen her blush! ’T would have been rather 
difficult, Mr. Caudle, for a blush to have come through all 
that paint. No— I ’m not a censorious woman, Mr. Caudle ; 
quite the reverse. No ; and you may threaten to get up, if 
you like — I will speak. I know what color is, and I say it 
was paint. I believe, Mr. Caudle, I once had a complexion ; 
though, of course, you ’ve quite forgotten that : I think I once 
had a color, before your conduct destroyed it. Before I 
knew you, people used to call me the Lily and Rose ; but — 
what* are you laughing at now ? I see nothing to laugh at. 
But, as I say, any body before your own wife. 

And I can’t walk out with you, but you ’re bowed to by 
every woman you meet ! What do I mean by every woman , 
when it ’ s only Miss Prettyman ? That ’s nothing at all to do 
with it. How do I know who bows to you when I’m not by ? 
Everybody, of courso. And if they don’t look at you, why, 
you look at them. Oh ! I ’m sure you do. You do it even 
when I ’m out with you, and of course you do it when I ’m 
away. Now, don’t tell me, Caudle, don’t deny it. The fact 
is, it ’s become such a dreadful habit with you, that you do n’t 
know when you do it, and when you do n’t. But I do. 

Miss Prettyman, indeed ! What do you say ? You won’t 
lie still and hear me scandalize that excellent young woman ? 
Oh, of course, you ’ll take her part ! Though, to be sure, she 
may not be so much to blame, after all. For how is she to 
know you ’re marriea ? You ’re never seen out of doors with 
your own wife — never. Wherever you go, you go aloneu 
Of course, people think you are a bachelor. What do you 
say ? You well know you We not ? That’s nothing to do 
with it — I only ask, what must people think, when I ’m never 
seen with you ? Other women go out with their husbands ; 
but, as I ’ve often said, I ’m. not like any other woman. What 
are you sneering at, Mr. Caudle ? How do I know you We 
sneering ? Do n’t tell me : I know well enough, by the 
manner of you. 

No ; you never itako me out — and you know it. No ; and 
it ’s not my own fault. How can you lie there and say that ? 
No, all a poor excuse ! That ’s what you always say. You ’re 
tired of asking me, indeed, because I always start some objec- 
tion ? Of course I can’t go out a figure. And when you ask 
me to go, you know very well that my bonnet isn’t as it 
should be — or that my gown has n’t come home — or that I 
can’t leave the children — or that something keeps me in-doors. 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



THE ASHLAR. 


560 


You know all this, well enough, before you ask me. And 
that ’s your art. And when I do go out with you, I ’m sure 
to suffer for it. Yes ; you need n’t repeat my words. Suffer 
for it. But you suppose I have no feelings ; oh no, nobody 
has feelings but yourself. Yes; I ’d forgot, Miss Prettyman, 
perhaps — yes, she may have feelings, of course. 

And as I ’ve said, I dare say a pretty dupe people think 
me. To be sure, a poor forlorn creature I must look in 
everybody’s eyes. But I knew you could n’t be at Mr. Pret- 
tyman’s house night after night till eleven o’clock — and a 
great deal you thought of me sitting up for you — I knew you 
could n’t be there without some cause. And now I ’ve found 
it out ! Oh, I do n’t mind your swearing, Mr. Caudle ! It ’s 
I, if I was n’t a woman, who ought to swear. But it ’s like 
you men. Lords of the creation, as you call yourselves! 
Lords, indeed! And pretty slaves you make of the poor 
creatures who ’re tied to you. But I ’ll be separated, Caudle, 
I will ; and then I ’ll take care and let all the world know 
how you ’ve used me. What do you say ? I may do my 
worst ? Ha ! do n’t you tempt any woman in that way — 
don’t, Caudle, for I wouldn’t answer for what I said. 

Miss Prettyman, indeed, and— oh yes ! now I see ! Now, 
the whole light breaks in upon me ! Now, I know why you 
wished me to ask her, with Mr. and Mrs. Prettyman, to tea ! 
And I, like a poor blind fool, was nearly doing it. But now, 
as I say, my eyes are open! And you’d have brought her 
under my own roof — now it ’s no use you ’re bouncing about 
in that fashion — you ’d have brought her into the very house, 
where 

“ Here,” says Caudle, “ I could endure it no longer. So I 
jumped out of bed, and went and slept somehow with the 
children.” 

AST* Lord , an English nobleman, remarkable for his 

attachment to gardening, was frequently accustomed to hold 
conversation with a neighboring yeoman, upon horticultural 
subjects. Emboldened at length by his lordship’s familiarity, 
the honest rustic ventured to ask his opinion upon the justice 
and expediency of the war. “ Stick to your roots !” instantly 
replied the peer, u how dare you talk to me respecting poli- 
tics ?” Poor Hodge, repulsed by this answer, silently with- 
drew. The next day his lordship, with returning familiarity, 
asked the farmer’s advice upon gardening. “ Stick to your 
politics !” replied the irritated peasant, “ how dare you talk 
to me about husbandry ? ” 
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AST* Dr. Young, walking in his garden, at Welwyn, in 
company with two ladies (one of whom was Elizabeth Lee, to 
whom he was afterwards married), a servant came to tell 
him a gentleman wished to speak with him ; “ tell him,” says 
Young, “ I am too happily engaged to change my situation.” 
The ladies insisted upon it that he should go, as his visitor 
was a man of rank, his patron and his friend ; and, as persua- 
sion had no effect, one took him by the right arm and the 
other by the left, and led him to the garden gate, when find- 
ing resistance was vain, he bowed, laid his hand upon his 
heart, and in that expressive manner for which he was so 
remarkable, spoke the following lines : 

u Thus Adam look’d, when from the garden driv’n. 

And thus disputed orders sent from Heav’n ; 

Like him I go — and yet to go am loth ; 

Like .him I £0 — for angels drove us both. 

Hard was his fate, but mine still more unkind, 

His Eve went with •him, but mine stays behind.” 


S&* A few years since, James Malone, Esq., Mayor of 
Cork, imagining that if he could strip the beggars of the mis- 
erable and sickly appearance they generally made,' he should 
divest them of the strongest claim to the charity of the hu- 
mane, came to the following agreement with one Geoghegan, 
one of his constables, who was by trade a barber, viz : He 
directed the barber to seize all the beggars he found strolling 
within the limits of the city, for each of whom he promised 
a reward ; but, instead of bringing them before him (the 
mayor), he was to take them to his shop, and there shave, 
wash, dress and powder them, in the genteelest manner. He 
seized about half a dozen, and, with the assistance of razors, 
wash-balls, scissors and powder-puffs, he so completely met- 
amorphosed them, that those whom he had apprehended as 
mendicants, when they left his shop appeared like macaronies, 
at least about the head. This laughable scheme was attended 
with such success that the whole tribe, during Esq. Malone’s 
mayoralty, avoided his jurisdiction as carefully as if it was 
visited by a pestilence. 

Several gentlemen were assembled opposite a tavern, view- 
ing a very small horse. One of the company observed that 
he had never seen so small a horse before. An Irishman 
present declared that he did not think him a little horse at 
all ; “ For,” says he, “ by gracious, I have seen a horse as 
little as two of him.” 
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Elegy on the Death op a Blacksmith. — 

With the nerves of a Sampson, this son of the sledge 
By the anvil his livelihood got; 

With the skill of old Vulcan could temper an edge; # 
And struck — while his iron was hot. 

By forging he lived, yet never was tried 
Or condemned by the laws of the land; 

But still it is certain, and can’t be denied, 

He often* was burnt in the hand. 

With the sons of St. Crispin no kindred he claimed, 
With the last he had nothing to do; 

He handled no awl, and yet in his time 
Made many an excellent shoe. 

He blew up no coals of sedition, but still 
His bellows was always in blast; 

And I will acknowledge (deny it who will) 

That one vice, and but one, he possessed. 

No actor was he, nor concerned with the stage, 

No audience to awe him appeared ; 

Yet oft, in his 6hop, like a crowd in a rage, 

The voice of a hissing was heard. 

Tlyugh steeling of axes was part of his cares, 

In thieving ho never was found ; 

And though he was constantly beating on bars , 

No vessel he e’er ran aground. 

Alas and alack ! and what more can I say 
Of Vulcan '8 unfortunate son? 

The priest and the sexton have borne him away, 

And the sound of his hammer is done ! 


Bgp* In almost all religious wars the contending powers 
have occasionally offered up prayers to heaven for their own 
success, and the extirpation of their enemies ; and each party 
have generally added, according to the justness of our cause, 
0 Lord ! help us, &c. Considering that the cause of both 
parties cannot be precisely just, it would perhaps be quite as 
judicious, and somewhat more modest, to adopt the language, 
or at least the spirit, of an old Scotch woman, who was a sut- 
tler in the Duke of Marlborough’s army. It so happened 
that this faithful follower of the camp was one evening talk- 
ing to a venerable sister of the same profession, but not of 
the same country, on the probable consequences of an engage- 
ment expected to be fought between the two armies the next 
morning. “ Well,” says the English sutler, “ well — it will 
certainly be a most bloody battle, and all I have to say is, 
may God stand by the right.” “ De’el pick out your cvne 
for your wicked wish,” replied the Scotch one. “ God stand 
by Hamilton’s regiment, right or wrong ! ” 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



572 


THE ASHLAR. 


Greatness. — There are in the human race two sets of 
men who particularly draw upon them the eyes of the sen- 
sible part of the creation. The former are those who aim to 
aspire at greatness by industry and a common course of good 
conduct ; and the latter those who (being unhappily mista- 
ken) think that, if they cut a gay and splendid figure in life, 
they will undoubtedly be thought great folks, and receive 
that respect which real merit claims. Biit how distant are 
these ideas from the true character of a great man, who finds 
that pomp (which is too apt to disguise him) a real burden ; 
and, fearing to be overlooked among the vices which natu- 
rally accompany splendor and luxury, flees from the bosom 
of abundance to the virtuous retirement of mediocrity. In 
this retreat, his chief pleasure is to form a truly deserving 
heart, and to acquire approbation, not by words only, but by 
works ; happy if he can conceal the good he does, and be 
the unknown author of public felicity. Never can anger 
ruffle the serenity of his countenance ; never can pride give 
him her supercilious air. Convinced of the vanities of this 
world, he regards not its frowns, but fixes his hopes in eter- 
nity, and strengthens them by his actions. On tie contrary, 
men whose idle ambitions are chiefly bounded within the lim- 
its of this world, and whose false notions have led them from 
the right road to greatness, squander their money and their 
time in endeavoring to gain it by gratifying all the votaries 
of pleasure, and satisfying all the desires of depraved inclina- 
tions. In pursuing this course, they must inevitably fall, in 
an early age, victims either to death or poverty ; a cloud of 
darkness must soon dim the beams of their mirth, and when 
their purses are empty, they are great no more ; then flattery, 
which ever pursues riches, turns into reproof, and, when it is 
too late, they discover their errors, with lamenting that a 
cool consideration did not alter their ideas, and establish in 
them such sentiments as would have led them to the real 
Temple of Fame and rendered their happiness permanent and 
satisfactory. 

A certain Yicar had a plain country man-servant, whom he 
ordered to go to a butcher, named David, for a piece of meat, 
and then to come to church, where his master was to preach. 
The Yicar, in his sermon, quoting authorities from Scripture 
in support of his argument, exclaimed, “ Isaiah says thus 
“ Jeremiah says thus ; ” and at last happening to turn toward 
the door as his servant came in, went on, “ and what says 
David ? ” Upon hearing this interrogatory, the countryman 
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roared out, “ He swears, bj the zounds ! that if you dona 
pay your bill, you need ne’er send to his shop again.” 

Advice to the Ladies, Single or Married. — 

Detest disguise — remember , t is your part, 

By gentle fondness to retain the heart. 

Let duty, prudence, virtue take the lead 
To fix your choice — but from it ne'er recede. 

Abhor coquetry ; spurn the shallow fool 
Who measures out dull compliments by rule. 

And, without meaning, like a chattering jay. 

Repeats the same dull strain throughout the day, 

Are men of sense attracted by your face, 

Your well-turned figure, or their compound grace? 

Be mild and equal — moderately gay; 

Your judgment rather than your wit display. 

By aiming at good breeding, strive to please: 

'Tis nothing more than regulated ease. 

Does one dear youth, among the sylvan train. 

The best affections of your heart obtain ? 

And is he reckoned worthy of your choice? 

Is your opinion with the general voice? 

Confess it then — nor from him seek to hide 
What '8 known to every body else beside. 

Attach him to you; in a generous mind, 

A lively gratitude expect to find. 

Receive Ins love, and, by a kind return. 

The blase, affection, will the brighter burn.* 

Disdain duplicity — from pride be free: 

What every woman should, you then will be. 

8®** Sir Thompson Adams, who had the honor of knight- 
hood conferred upon him by Charles II, in consideration of 
his signal services to his Majesty during his exile, was a dra- 
per in London, of whom a bet was laid, that he could not be 
put out of temper. The wagerers contrived to call when they 
Knew him to be at dinner, requesting to see him, who coming 
to wait on them himself, they wanted .to look at some super- 
fine cloths. After having abundance laid before them, at 
length they believed one might do. When asked whajt quan- 
tity, they answered twelve penny worth would be sufficient. 
He with great composure took a shilling, laid it on the cloth, 
and cut a bit to its size, folded it in clean paper, and gave it 
to them, saying, “ Gentlemen, you are welcome,’’ without 
showing the least displeasure. 


8®°* A well-known miser, having some time since invited 
an emigrant nobleman of very high rank to dine with him, 
expressed great admiration of a beautiful gold snuff-box, 
winch his guest took out after dinner, and laid upon the table. 
M. Le Due, with all that politeness which once characterized 
his country, but which was always meant to pass for nothing, 
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told him, as a matter of course, that the box was at his ser- 
vice ; but, to his perfect astonishment, instead of taking the 
compliment as it was intended, the host immediately accepted 
the offer, thanked him very kindly, and put the box in his 
pocket ! It may easily be supposed that the Frenchman felt 
no great enjoyment during the remainder of an entertainment 
which he purchased at the expense of a box of the value of 
the Lord knows how many thousand livres. It was some 
time before the pride of the French nobleman allowed him to 
divulge this trick ; but what, he said, fretted him still more 
than the loss of his precious snuff-box was, that the same 
fellow had the impudence to send him another invitation — 
with the hope, no doubt, of pocketing another snuff-box ! 


JJ©** It is very probable that, if the clergyman who, several 
years ago, had his indignation aroused respecting the British 
nation , on account of their depredation on our navigation , is 
now living, his heart’s desire is gratified. How he once spoke 
is thus related : 


Not long since, as I was passing by a 
country church, where a large number of 
people were assembled , curiosity led me 
to enter the house, whore 

I found the congregation 
In gaping expectation 
Of the priesvs declamation, 

Whom they held in veneration. 

He rose with moderation, 

And, to my great consternation, 
Instead of divine revelation, 

He took the British administration 
For the subject of conversation, 
And said that haughty nation 
Deserved condemnation; 

Who, without any provocation, 
Had broken their obligation, 

By tho wicked depradation 
Made on our navigation, 

Refusing to make reparation. 

He then, with deliberation, 

Spoke of the Jacobin combination, 
Bv whose instigation 
That false representation 
Was put in circulation ; 

Of the dangerous operation 
Of the President’s determination, 
That there should be a ratification 


Of Mr. Jay’s preparation ; 

But, to their mortification, 

They met with a frustration, 

Of which a full relation 
Would cause me close application, 
And, on a due consideration. 

Make me mad with vexation ; 
Therefore, ’t is my exhortation, 
That they make proclamation 
Of their humiliation. 

For such a wicked inclination 
To make an innovation 
On the very foundation 
Of the Federal Confederation; 
And, after an invitation 
To the rising, generation 
To acquire a good education, 

He made some deviation 
From his former moderation, 

And said he had expectation 
That these songs or abomination. 
By their national speculation 
To obtain such a modification 
Of Jay’s negotiation, 

With the Senate’s stipulation, 

As they had in contemplation, 
Would bring on ruination, 

War and devastation. 


geg* Why arc sheep the most dissipated and unfortunate 
of animals ? Because they gambol in their youth, frequent 
the turf, are very often blacklegs, and are universally fleeced. 
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TO THE MASONIC FRATERNITY 


APPLEGATE k CO., Cincinnati, hare just issued the 

BEST MASONIC BOOK EXTANT: 

WEBB’S 

minion ioniios, 

Bj THOMAS SMITH WEBB, Past Grand Master, Ac. 

A New Edition, printed on fine paper, with large and clear type, beautifully and symboli- 
cally illustrated, containing all the degrees from Entered Apprentice to Knights of Malta, 
together with a sketch of the Origin of Masonry, Government of the Fraternity, ceremony 
of Opening and Closing the Lodge, with full directions for Instituting and Installing ail 
Masonic bodies ; 

TO WHICH IS ADDED, A MONITOR OF THE 

AS?(9Hl£ira &SS“IS AOiSlBIPtf HIE) ©nSflEa 

Containing ample illustrations of all the grades from Secret Master to Sovereign Grand In- 
spector General, Including the series of eleven grades known as the 

8NEPPABLE DEGREES, 

Arranged according to the work practiced under the jurisdiction of the 

SUPREME COUNCIL OF THE 33» DEGREE, 

By E. J. CARSON, Sov.*. G.\ Com.*. Ohio G.\ Consistory of P.\ R.*. S \ 82d. 

Below are the different styles in which the work is gotten up, with the prices of each attach- 
ed. We will send a copy of either by mail, postage prepaid, on receipt of price. 


1 Vol. 12mo cloth, gilt side and back, 81.00 

Do. cloth, rail gilt side, back and edges, 1.50 

Do. roan embossed, gilt side, back and marble edge, 1 25 

Do. morocco, gilt side, back and gilt edge, 1 50 

Do. half calf, antique, marble edge, 2.00 

Do. fhll calf, antique, gilt edge, 8.00 


Address APPLEGATE k CO., Cincinnati. 


ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD. 

TRAINS LEAVE THE ORBAT CENTRAL DEPOT, foot of 8onth Water and Lake atreeta, 
as follows: 

Peoria, St. Louis, Cincinnati and Cairo Express, at 9 : 00 a. m., Sundays excepted. 

Peoria, St. Louis and Cairo Express, at 8 : 45 p. m., Sundays excepted. 

Connecting at Gilman with Peoria and Oqnawka R. R. for Peoria, Galesburg, and towns 
upon main line of 1. C. R. R. 

Connecting at Tolona with Great Western R. R. east fbr Homer, Danville and Lafayette; 
west for Jacksonville, Springfield and Naples. 

Connecting at Mattoon with Terre Haute and Alton R. R. east fbr Terre Haute, Indian- 
apolis and Cincinnati ; west fbr Alton and St. Louis. 

Connecting at Odin with Ohio and Mississippi R. R. east fbr Lonisvllle and Cincinnati; 
west for St. Louis. 

Connecting at St. Louis with Pacific R. R. and steamers for Kansas and Nebraska, and all 
points on the Missouri River. 

Connecting at Cairo with steamers for Memphis, Natches, Vicksburg and New Orleans, and 
all points on the Mississippi. 

For Galena, Dunleith, Dubuque and St. Paul, trains leave via Galena and Chicago Union 
R. R. at 10:00 a. m. and 9:46 p. m. Connecting at Dunleith with steamers fbr LaCroese, 
Winona, Hudson and St. Paul. 

Connecting at Dubuque with Dubuque and Pacific R. R. fbr Dyersville, Independence and 
Sioux City. 

For Bloomington, LaSalle, Amboy, Dixon and Polo, trains leave via Chicago and Burling- 
ton R. R. at 9 : 45 a. m. and 8 * 00 p. m. Connecting at Mendota with Main Line of I. C. R. R. 
for above points. 

THROUGH TICKETS for sale at the Michigan Central R. R. Office, corner of Lake and Dear- 
born streets, and at the office of the Pittsburgh, Ft. Wayne and Chicago R. R. corner Dear- 
born and Randolph streets. Also, at the office of the Company in the Central Depot. 

JAS. C. CLARK, Master Trans. 

W. P. JOHNSON, Gen’l Ticket Agent. SILAS BENT, 8up’t Chicago DiVn. 
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MORRISON & CONKLIN, 

dsaudu m ran 

WITCHES, liefl J1WBLSY* MAIMS WOBK, 

SILVER SPOONS, ET O- 

Particular attention paid to repairing Watches and Jewelry. Masonic and Knight Tem- 
plar Jewels manufactured to order. 

Ns. 186 JEFFERSON AVENUE* DETROIT. 

’FJEUU&JSiTjTlSr GROVE 1TIJRSEBY. 


A. R . WHITNEY, 

CULTIVATOK AND D1ALXR IN 

TMJXT & ORNAMENTAL TREES 

ROSES* DAHLIAS* HEDGE PLANTS* ETC. 

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL. 

FRANKLIN GROVE, - - - - LEE COUNTY, ILL. 


s. GKRia-a-s sc oo- 

M»nufju:turer» A Deport tX WhoUwl. A R«Uil in 

SOFAS, CHAIRS, BEDSTEADS, BUREAUS, 

Book- Cases, Wardrobes , Tables , 
Painted Chamber Sets, Marble and Rosewood 
Ware, and a large assortment of Hair, Husk, 
Cotton and Spring Mattresses. Also, Hair 
Cloths, Spring Twine, Webbing, Pure Curled 
Hair, Willow Ware, and Looking Glasses, 

At Nos. 163 £ 166 Jefferson Avenue , Third 
Door from Woodward , 

Detroit, - - Mich. dnl 


STARING A KAISER, 

(avccmoM op a . r. xixqmah a co.) 
WflOLUALX AND RETAIL DlALBES IN 

FOREIGN k DOMESTIC FANCY GOODS, 

Clock*, Watches , Gold Jewelry , 
Combs, Brushes, Pins. Needles, Hooks and 
Eyes, Buttons, Thread, SUk, Twist, Guns, 
Pistols, Cutlery, Aocordeons, Violins, and a 
general assortment of Yankee Notions, 

No. 147 Jefforaon Avenue, 
Detroit , Mich. 

J. B. STAKING. TSnt A. KAISKK. 


MICHIGAN WIRE WORKS, 

Opposite the Russell House , Woodward Ave- 
nue, Detroit. 

SAMUEL ADAMS, 

M AW0TACTUE1R OF 

PLAIN k ORNAMENTAL WIRE WORK, 

Brass and Iron Wire Cloth, up to No. 70 
Mesh, 8crecns for Flouring and Fan Mills, 
Band and Coal Screens, Window Guards, 
Wood and Tin Bird Cages, Fire Fenders, Rid- 
dles, Selves and Safes, of all kinds. Lever 
Spring Kat Traps, Annealed and Bright Iron 
Wire, Wholesale and Retail. not 


RICHMONDS A BACKUS, 

BOOKSELLERS, 

Stationers anl> goakKittors, 

B KOTO TEES’ BLOCS, 

Corner of Jefferson Avenue and Bates 8L 
nearly opposite State Bank, 

Lodges supplied with Records, Monitors, fro. 
Detroit, Mich. vtnj 


EDMUNDS, NORTH A CO. 

Doden In all kind* of S«uoaed 

gqss^d ^loottinjg 

SIDING AND CEILING, 

Barn Boards, Shingles, Lath, Re. 

OFFICE, 237 ATWATER ST. 

Detroit, Mich. *M 


T. & J. HINOHMAK, 

WH0LMAL1 DUUU IS 

DRY GROCERIES, 

Drnf% Chemicals, 

Patent Medicines, Paints, Oils, Brushes, Win- 
dow Glass, Glass Ware, Ac., Ac. 

DETROIT. *** 


NEW YORK HOUSE OF REFRESHNEMTS 

Griswold Street, 

Opposite Free Press Office, DKTBOIT. 

The above House has recently been tho- 
roughly renovated and now stands second to 
none in the city. Visitors will find this a 
neat and comfortable place wherein to pass 
away a leisure hour and listen to the band of 
music always in attendance. 

imported Wines, Liquors and Cigars, Oys- 
ters, Ale and Lager Beer. 
ttui A. LANDSBERG, Proprietor. 
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